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PREkFACE. 


Frkquent and loud complaints have been made of 
the defectiveness and inaccuracy of history. In 
part they arc certainly well founded, and like many 
other things which are imperfect, cannot be entirely 
remedied; on the other hand, however, we might, 
in a great measure, remedy them, and at least 
approach the attainment of the object, if the his¬ 
torian were liberally allowed access to all the ex¬ 
isting sources of information, and if no mystery 
were made of that, the publication of which would 
be equally harmless and instructive. 

It is an incontrovertible, and, it is to be hoped, 
not merely temporary, advance of the age, that, in 
our days, what really decides the affairs of the 
world can no longer remain a court or cabinet 
secret, that stratagems and intrigues, prejudices 
and bribery, no longer decide on peace and war, 
or the prosperity and progress of nations. The 
present lies open to the judgment of contem- 
])orarics, and the historian is able to collect the 
most essential particulars, though the most recent 
diplomatic correspondence is partly closed and 
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sealed up against him. Tliis is not the case witli 
respect to earlier times, where that which is pub¬ 
lished is at variance with the more effective secret 
springs, and requires very many corrections. Even 
for the time of King Frederick II. of Prussia, mea¬ 
sures and resolutions were adopted (at least at 
some courts) in the above-mentioned blameable 
spirit. 

The English government, therefore, deserves so 
much the greater praise and more sincere gratitude 
for having opened to me the State-paper Office 
with its treasures, not merely for more ancient 
times, but also for that part of the eighteenth cen¬ 
tury to which my investigations were directed. 
And this permission was not accompanied with a 
hundred suspicions, restrictive precautionary mea¬ 
sures, wliich cost time, and create vexations, but it 
was unfettered; and I met also with the most willing 
and friendly support from the gentlemen who are 
in offices of the establishment. The dispatches of 
ambassadors which passed through my hand were: 


From FroDCti, . 
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AustriOj » 
Russia, . 
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85 ,, 
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Mr. Mitchell. 
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I have received from Paris assurances of similar 
favours, if my avocations would permit me to make 
use of them. At home, the prophets who look for¬ 
wards, and those who look backwards (the his¬ 
torians), are equally destitute of credit; at least, we 
in Germany have unfortunately not yet attained to 
the laudable theory and practice respecting the use 
of historical documents which is recognized in Lon¬ 
don and Paris. 

Under these circumstances I could not compose a 
comprehensive, critical, comparative work on the 
times of Frederick II., but necessarily confined my¬ 
self to extracting from the above folios what was 
most important and instructive, and arranging it in 
a clear manner. King Frederick II. is the centre 
of the whole, but his age, as well as himself, is re¬ 
flected in those sources, by which the title of the 
book, if not justified, is excused. 

After many doubts how the materials should be 
arranged and worked up, it appeared to me to be 
the most advisable to retain the original form of the 
dispatches in the essential parts, in order that the 
English point of view might be as far as possible 
preserved. In order to avoid too great a dismem¬ 
berment of the accounts, coming from such various 
countries, I was sometimes obliged to comprehend 
many of them (accurately marking the time, how¬ 
ever) under one general head, nor could I refrain 
from making, in some places, additions and ex¬ 
planatory observations. A circumstantial intro- 
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duction on the state of Europe at the time of the 
accession of Frederick II. appeared to me to be 
superfluous, because every friend of histoiy is suf¬ 
ficiently informed on this subject, or may read in 
the King’s works in what light he viewed that time 
and his own situation. 
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Fkom the commencement of the year 1740, it was evi- 
denUhat the approaching death of Frederick William 
I. was near at hand. Accordingly, the dispatches 
of Mr. Guy Dickens, English ambassador at Berlin, 
contain hardly anything but accounts of the king’s 
health. Thus on the 5th of January 1740, ho 
witos ;* “ I have no nows to send from this place; 
the king is indisposed, and keeps his room. We 
are told that he is in such a horrible bad humour, 
that nobody can come near him without being ill 
used in words or blows.” 

On the 12th of January, Mr. Dickens states that 
the king’s health and humour are better; but eleven 
days afterwards he writes, " The evils increase; they 
proceed chiefly from the violent agitation in which 
this prince puts himself as often as things do not go 
to his mind.” 

On the 9th of February the ambassador continues, 
“ The king is very ill, but ho looked from the window 


* British Slste-paper Office, Feussia, vol. I. 
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on a sledge party. His left leg is prodigiously 
swelled, and he has an oppression on the chest; but 
some persons believe that he only protends to be so 
bad, to observe the countenance of the prince-royal, 
and of such as he thinks may wish a change." 

On the r2th of May he writes, “ The king is very 
much swollen, and the physicians have declared that 
his recovery is not to be tliought of. The crown 
prince invited several officers to his country scat * 
without the king’s permission, and, contrary to liis 
Avill, favours the imjiortation of corn from Mecklen¬ 
burg. This is a sign that he considers the recovery 
of his father as impossible. The physicians allow 
the latter to do what he pleases." 

On the 4th of June Mr. Dickens writes, “ The king 
died on the 3ist. The new king said to the officers, 
that having been their comrade, he knew how much 
his father was indebted to their diligence and appli¬ 
cation for the good order in which the troops wore. 
That he did not doubt but they would show the same 
zeal for his service, now Providence liad placed him 
upon the throne; and he concluded by desiring 
them to exert still more their endeavours, if possi¬ 
ble, and in particular, that the superiors should not 
behave to the inferior officers with rudeness, or per¬ 
mit the soldiers to be used ill without reason. Fre¬ 
derick addressed similar discourses and thanks to 
the ministers; he especially recommended two things 
to them; first, never to make any distinction be¬ 
tween his interest and that of his subjects. Secondly, 
that in all their reiiorts they should be faithful, and 
represent things as they truly were.” 

He further gave orders to sell corn at reasonable 
* Dispatch of the I7th of May. 
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prices from the royal magazines; and to restore the 
intercourse with the neighbouring states, where it 
had been interrupted. 

Though the death of a king of Pmssia, even in 
the year 1740, was not a wholly unimportant event, 
no person at that time had a presentiment of the 
weighty consequences of it. These proceeded partly 
from tlie character of the king, j)art]y from the ge¬ 
neral situation v " F rope. Let us first turn our 
attention to me former. An austere education, pe¬ 
dantic instruction, and severe trials, Iiad ghen the 
character of Frederick II. an early firmness and 
maturity; but at the same time produced in him a 
decided aversion to much that Avas at that time usual 
and highly respected, and inclined him to the new 
1 rcnch philosojihy. From this twofold source ori¬ 
ginated many jioints in his character directly opposed 
to each other. Profoundness, and levity of observa¬ 
tion and judgment; noble resolutions, and offensive 
wit; roughness, and elegance of manners, &c. But 
that his character Avas at the bottom sound and 
magnanimous, appears evident to the careful obser¬ 
ver. from many of his early expressions; though ho 
did not open liis heart to every body, and never 
forgot to Avhom, and ibr Avhat intent, he spoke and 
Avroto. Thus, Avith all his admiration ofVoltaire> 
for instance, Frederick kncAA', as early as 1740,- hoAV 
to appreciate the dark side of his character. * ’ ‘ 

Confidential communications shoAV, better tJraii: 
state documents and public declarations, hoAV he felt' 
and thought, and his resolutions and actions pro¬ 
ceeded from these feelings and thoughts, no less 
than from external occasions and events. 

* (Eiiries posthunes, viii. 149, 153. 
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The mortal sickness and the sufferings of his fa¬ 
ther made a profound impression upon him. Hence 
he writes to Voltaire on the 26th of February 1740 :*— 

“ Je sens en moi la voix de la nature. 

Plus £loqucnie encore que mon ambition, 

Et dans le triste cuur de nion affliction, 

Dc mun pere expirant je cruis vuir I'ombre obscure; ‘ 

Je nc vois que sa sepulture, 

Et le funeste instant de sa destruction. 

Oui, j’appreuds, en devenaut maltre. 

La fragilitc de mon etre; 

Kecevaut les grandeurs, j'en vois la vanite.” 

Serious reflections of this nature did not, however, 
in any way depress the king; on the contrary, the 
magnitude of his duties appeared to him in a new 
and much'stronger light, so that he writes to Vol¬ 
taire,! “ Since the death of my father I belong cn 
tircly to my country, and in this spirit I have laboared, 
to the utmost of my power, to adopt as spicedily as 
possible all measures necessary for the general 
good.” 

But that Frederick did not see the general good 
only in quiet peaceful improvements—that with a 
full treasury and a well-disciplined army, he would 
undertake some bolder enterprize—would seek to 
acquire power and glory, and not merely profit by 
the opportunities that might offer, but endeavour 
to create them, rve have more convincing proofs in 
hand than can here be given. 

It would be equally easy to enumerate in this 
place the general arguments which have been a 
thousand times repeated, against views and plans 
of this nature. Instead of this, I will rather spare 

* CEuvres pcsthuires, ix. 95. 
f The 27th of Juae, 1740. (Euvret posthumes, ix. 112. 
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the space for the development of the especial motives 
and relations from wliich resolutions and actions 
proceeded. The death of the Empress Anne of 
Bussia, and still more, that of the Emperor Charles 
VI., were events of decisive importance. But before 
we treat of them, I must (as the order of time and 
the view of the entire situation of Europe requires) 
communicate some ambassadorial dispatches from 
Stocliholm, Petersburg, and Paris. 


CHAPTER II. 

Aifairs of Sweden—Parlies—SItuaUon with respect to Russia—Mili¬ 
tary cstali'.ishmciit—liifiuence of the and Kussians—The 

Diet—Ui'ibcry—Mademoiselle Taubc—The King and the Queen— 
Desire of War. 

Charles XII.’s extravagant love of war, had not 
only nearly annihilated the importance of Stveden in 
the affairs of Europe, but had given occasion for 
parties in tlie kingdom itself to become more de¬ 
cidedly opposed to each other, and increased more 
and more the influence of foreign powers. The an¬ 
nexed dispatches of the English ambassador Bur¬ 
naby, give but too much information respecting this 
unhappy and condcmnablc state of things. On the 
4th of January, 1740, ho writes from Stockholm :*— 
“ Some leading men make no scruple (before the 
assembly of the states has begun) already to declare 
for a war against Russia, at all events; and many 
of the officers who composed the last diet, join in the 


* state-paper Office, Sweden, \ol. Ixsvii. 
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same opinion. 0|licrs less violent and of more re¬ 
flection, are sensible of the ’ danger to which their 
country may thereby become exposed, and would 
retract their notions, if they could do it without 
weakening their interest with their own party. But 
as that w'ould be very ditficult, these likewise are foi’ 
an offensive war, alleging, however, no other reason 
for it but the old proverb, le vin est tire, il faut le 
hoire. 

“ A third set of people are absolutely against 
acting offensively; however, declare themselves ready 
to enter into any measure for putting the kingdom 
in a state of defence, which they confess to be neces¬ 
sary, considering the provocations which the Czarina 
has met ■wfth. 

“ ITierc still remains a fourth party, who would 
w'illingly accommodate matters with the Bussians, 
and avoid a war, from a sense of their own weakness 
to support it by themselves, and of the little assist¬ 
ance to be reasonably expected from France; but 
this party docs not appear so numerous as it really 
is; first, because it is an established maxim in this 
country, that what has happened may, nay will, 
happen again; consequently, that 8000 Swedes will 
beat 80,000 Muscovites; and no Swede who will not, 
in a manner, own himself a coward, dares publicly 
avow that he thinks otherwise. 

“ Secondly, because that of this class, there are 
many of weight and consideration, who see the ap¬ 
parent danger, and yet are willing to confront it for 
a while, in hopes of distressing the present adminis¬ 
tration, and making them odious to the kingdom, by 
the calamities inevitably attending an uni^cessflil 
war, engaged in wantonly, and at their instigation. 
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" This enumeration, my Lord, of the different 
ways of thinking of the several parties, is not barely 
ideal, and as there are so many who, out of different 
views, arc ready for a war, and so few who openly 
declare against one, Providence for them must in¬ 
terpose, and they will have a diet and a Ijattle with 
the Muscovites before the month of June next j for 
which, as great preparations as ^the Swedes are in a 
condition to make by land, are making, but with all 
the privacy that the nature of such things can possi¬ 
bly admit. 

“ The Russians (continues the ambassador on the 
1st of February) begin to speak in a higher tone to 
the Swedes. Ostermann says to the Swedish am¬ 
bassador at Petersburg, that the Czarina could no 
longer conceal her resentment of the usage she had 
received from hence, not only by the transport of so 
many troops to Finland, whilst she Avas engaged in 
the war with the Turks, and in peace with the king 
his master, but also by their sending commissaries 
to Constantinoi)lc, to prevent their ratifying the 
treaty which she had concluded with the Porte. 

“ The organization of the Swedish army is insuf¬ 
ficient and imperfect (dispatch of 2(ith of February). 
According to the constitution of Sweden, a soldier 
and a sailor are both amphibious creatures, and till 
they arrive at the place of rendezvous, they are not 
certain whether they shall be employed by land or 
by water; to which I may add, without offence, that 
as they are mustered but once a year, and the cul¬ 
ture of their little farms is the sole occupation -of 
most of them, in times of peace, they are sometimes 
called tte action when, excepting courage, they want 
every mmtary qualification for either service. 
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Wliilc the Fren^ were active in negotiations and 
grants of money to obtaiH|^eir purposes, Harri^- 
ton writes to Burnahg on the 15th February:— 
" Prince Scherbatoff, the Bussiiy^ minister at Lon¬ 
don, gave notice that]|^ Swedes had the intention 
to begin hostilities. Eussia and England unite 
themselves to try that the former minister of Swe¬ 
den could be restored in the next diet, and the pre¬ 
sent turned out.” 

On the 9th of May, Burnaby reports;—“ It is not 
yet fully decided whether the diet shall meet. In 
the case of convocation, the sum of (iOOO pounds and 
upwards will be necessary to be employed towards 
procuring a return of the dietines of the best-inten- 
tioned of the burghers and the clergy; and towards 
making such of the head families amongst the nobi¬ 
lity, who are known to be well disposed, and have 
not wherewithal to be at the expense of the journey, 
to appear themselves at the diet; and not throw 
away their proxies upon such of their relations who 
may happen to bo in town, and who arc frequently 
found to act in complaisance to private interests, 
contrary to the inclinations of their constituents; as 
was the case in the last diet, when several sober 
heads of families remained in the country, out of 
indigence or laziness, and deputed their hot-headed 
sons, a parcel of young officers, to act for them, only 
because their posts obliged them to be upon the 
spot. 

“ Of this sum of GOOD pounds, Mr. Bcstucheff 
says, he is already empowered to pay one half, and 
it is calculated to be sufficient to secure the election 
of a proper Marshall, and a number of friehjjlt in the 
secret committee; but then it is fit I should apprise 
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your lordship that further rcihitl^nces will be Sdces- 
sary, when these pomts%e gained. 

“ It will be happy for this nation, should her 
Czarish majesty b»willing to accept of some people 
for a sacrifice to her rcsent^nt; but if that cannot 
be compassed, I am assured by Mr. Be.stuchcflf, in 
the strongest terms, that no considerations whatever 
Avill prevent his mistress from taking ample revenge 
for the affronts that have been put upon her. 

" But the Swedish ministry sees not the danger,* 
and Count Sparre said to me, ‘ Well, Sir, your friends 
the Muscovites go on bravely, but do not rely too 
much on our differences, for we have it in our power 
to make up with the Czarina whenever we think fit.’ 
I made answer, that as a well-wisher to Sweden, I 
hoped that his excellency would embrace the oppor¬ 
tunity. ‘ Perhaps,’ he said, ‘ we may, and perhaps 
not; that depends upon us.’ And so by the conduct 
of the government, one ought to think; for excepting 
that they have just purchased 14,000 knapsacks, 
some horse harnesses, and a few tents, I do not find 
them in more readiness to sustain an attack, than 
they were six weeks ago. Several of the clergy liavc 
already preached against the alliance with the Turks, 
both in town and country. One of the king's chap¬ 
lains has taken the same liberty in the puljiit, in the 
king's -and the queen’s presence, !- and bishop Berze¬ 
lius has had tlic mortification to hear the same doc¬ 
trine advanced in his own parish, by one of his 
curates.” 

* Dispatch of 20th May. 

t Fr^|knck, son of the Laadgrarc of Ilussc-Cassel, became kiu(y 
on the Srd of April, 1720, mid had married, on iho 4th of April, 1715, 
Ulrica Eleonora, sister of Charles XII. 

B R 
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the 17th of Jjine, the English government as¬ 
signed 4000 pounds for Jftte above-mentioned ex¬ 
penses,* and on the same day Burnaby writes, “ The 
French ambassador offers to the King of Sweden, 
that the King his maltcr would immediately give 
regiments to his Swedish Majesty’s two sons, by 
Mademoiselle Taube, and settle estates upon each 
of them in Alsace.” Yet the king answered, “ that 
no personal interest could have any influence in 
fixing his defermination.” 

On tlic Jst of August, Burnaby writes,f “ If we 
are so happy as to get a plurality of voices in the elec¬ 
tion of a Marshall, and of the members that compose 
the select committee, 1 think it will then be in Ins 
Majesty's und the Czarina’s power, for a trifle of ex¬ 
pense, to appoint the person they please for successor 
to these dominions, as it is generally allowed the 
Frcnch design doing, if their party prevail.” 

Soon afterwards the diet was summoned to meet 
on the 4th of December, 1740, and on the 29th of 
August, Burnaby writes, “ My table is not less fre¬ 
quented than any of the foreign ambassadors (which 
become extraordinary allowances); the additional 
number of guests, who must be fed and caressed, to 
be kept firm during the diet, will enhance my ex¬ 
penses, far above what my allowance is able to 
bear.’’ 

On the 11th of October, ^urnaby continues, “Ac¬ 
cording to the advices our friends say they receive 
of the elections in the j^ovinces, we arc sure of five 
parts in eight of the clergy, burghers, and peasants, 
and in hopes of balancing the power of the nobility. 

* Harringion \o Burnaby. f State-paper Office> rol. Ixxviii. 
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The city of Stockholm is so equ^ly divided, th%t the 
election will entirely dl^nd upon the old or new 
methbd of collecting the voices. The decision of 
this material pointJics now before the senate, where 
the sentiments are also so ncfervly equal, that it may 
chance to depend on the king’s double vote to de¬ 
termine it as he thinks tit. But what will your 
lordship say or think if his SAvedish majesty’s deter¬ 
mination should be in favour of our adversaries? I 
own 1 apprehend something like it, tor his Swedish 
majesty having nothing more at heart than to retain 
Mademoiselle Taube in town during the diet, against 
the Queen’s earnest entreaties, and the advice of his 
most faithful servants, is capable in a peevish hu¬ 
mour, of risking his all, of throwing himself entirely 
into the hands of the French ambassador and the 
French party, who have promised to support her. 
The Queen has already shown her husband such 
visible marks of coldness on this account, that to 
make her easy^, his Swedish majestj'^ was jdeased to 
promise Mademoiselle Taube should be sent away. 
But Count Gyllenborg, Bai'on Sparre, and Mr. St. 
Severin, are so perpetually with that lady, advising 
her not to leave the country, and assuring her that 
if she does it Avill be once for all, that it is doubtful 
whose influence will at last prevail, and whether the 
decision may not occasion an irreconcileable breach 
between their Swedish njiyesties. 

“ The most favourable omens for us, are, the con¬ 
fusion and distress of the j^ppositc party, and the 
unwarrantable measures they pursue to maintain 
their superiority. For instance, they have just sent 
orders lo Finland, to forbid the officers who have 
any command in the army, even heads of families. 
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to colic to the assembly of the states, which I am 
informed is such an infring^ent upon the privileges 
of tlte nobility, according to the constitution 6f this 
country, that as, on one hand,,it will exclude all 
those from the diet who arc best able to give an 
account of the condition of the troops, so,' on the 
other hand, if a body of these gentlemen should 
come to town in spite,, of tlic prohibition, and insist 
upon their birthright, it may fall heavy upon some 
people in the ministry. 

“ In this uncertain state of affairs, his Swedish 
majesty’s own resolutions -arc so 'unfixed, tliat he 
knows not which way to turn himself, nor which 
party to adhere to. This has throiyn him by fits into 
such despondency, that he has tafked of abdicating 
the throne; and once he M'cnt so far as to give Mr. 
^^ebel, his master of horse, a list of the persons’ 
names who were'to attend him to Cassel, and of 
those his majesty would have in the coach with 
him.” 

While parties were in this state of equilibrium, 
important events in other countries could not fail to 
affect Sweden. When the news of the death of the 
Empress Auiic (28lh Ocloher) was received at Stock¬ 
holm, Burnaby.writes,* “ When the favourable cir¬ 
cumstance of so critical a conjuncture comes to be 
represented before them at the diet in gaudy colours, 
I greatly apprehend, that <|,s there is not a Swede, 
even amongst our friends, who docs not secretly 
flatter himself at this tiqm with the hopes of recover¬ 
ing their lost provinces, we shall be forsaken by many 
on whom we now depend.’1 

* Dispatch of 7ih November. 
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The preceding extracts, which bring dow^ the 
histoK of Sweden to a d^isive moment (to the death 
of thd^rapress Anne and the Emperor CharlesllL), 
give occasion to melancholy reflections. Not only 
the political predominance of that kingdom is lost, 
but even the internal unanimity, and the noble j)ride 
which testifies and maint^ns the energy ^f a people. 
Everything truly Swcdisli is .jyanished, or at least 
severed into two opposite parties, which are wholly 
guided by foreigners, and influenced by the most 
miserable motives. The restrictions on the king’s 
power appear so great, that lie can in no case really 
accede, or even direct, and yet amidst all this feeble¬ 
ness the concerns ^ a mistress play an important part. 
On the other hana, the estates, which appear to be so 
judiciously constituted of the several branches (clergy, ^ 
nobility, citizens, and„peasants), by no means fulfil 
their great vocation, but the value and importance 
of the form disappear, under the pressure of poverty 
and the power of self interest. Even the manifestation 
of the wish to restore the ancient splendour of Swe¬ 
den, can excite neither pleasure nor confidence, be¬ 
cause it docs not go hand in hand wiih prudence 
and sound policy. Thus we feel a presentiment, 
that in the great events which are preparing, Sweden 
will act only a subordinate part, and be set in motion 
for foreign objects, rather than.j 30 ssess adequate 
means to promote objecjjs of its own. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Russieu-General lituation—The Duke of Courknd—Illness of the 

Empress Anne—Discontent—Conspiracies and Punishment—^The 

Do^oruck^, 

The development of the %ffairs of Sweden is inti- 
m&tely connected witti the accounts which we find 
in the dispatches of the English ambassadors con- 
coming Russia. The Appendix to this volume 
(which I beg may be read Jirst) contains many par¬ 
ticulars relative to the history of this kingdom, from 
the year 1704 to 1740. 

I resmne the thread of the fiarrativc where I 
dropped it. On the IGth of January, 1740, the 
ambassador Bell gives an account of the fetes and 
rewards bestowed pn accooifit of the peace with 
Turkey. On the 29th of February, Mr. Finch, the 
new English ambassador, receives directions,* by 
which he is especially enjoined to promote the friend¬ 
ship of England and Russia, to watdi the steps of 
the French-timbassador Chetardie, to create a good 
understanding between'Austria and Russia, and to 
support thcjPr^^ch party jn Sweden by money. Os- 
tenn'a*, a grekt ’friend*’# Frederick II., wished 
however to know how Prussia would act, before he 
entered’ into cn|agem(mts with England against 
France! Besides,;, he did not agree with Bestucheif 
and the Duke of Courlaftd, respecting the Erasures 
to be adopted, and domestic-or fo»ign parties 
(as Finch complains) delayed the cbnclusion of 
all treaties. To this"biust be ad(^, that Wolinskoi 


■ * State-paper Office^, Russia, vol. xxvi. 



«88SIA. 


Id 


174a] 

had formed a very extensive conspiracy,* -^hictf was 
accidentally discovered, !{> restore the ancient Rus¬ 
sian system and to expel the strangers, that hi^id 
upon the Duke of Courland the blame of the last 
war against Poland and Turkey, and meantime the 
health of the Empress Apne became more and more 
precarious. 

On the 24th of June, ^e English ambassa¬ 
dor Finch writes from St. Pete^burg:— 

“ As the Duke of Courland, when in his^good 
humour and pleased, is more communicative ift a 
quarter of an hout* than Mr. Ostermann in a quarter 
of a year, his highness told me that the Queen Dow¬ 
ager of Prussia had prevailed on the new King to 
lay aside all thoughts of his intended journey to 
Paris.” Frederick II. wrote to his ambassador, Vdh 
Mardefeld, at St. Petersburg, “ Make my compli¬ 
ments to M. Chetardte, to ^om in my present 
situation I cannot write as I used to do.” 

Mr. Von Mardefeld is more assiduous than ever, 
secs Ostermann dftencr tlian all tlie foreign ministers 
together, and "can have access at any time, even 
when refused to others.f 'I ® ■ 

“ Russia wishes to include Trussia, Denmark, and 
Poland in the treaty witlj^Jlngland, .,wHi^h does not 
agree with the plans of fhe English govertlrSent. 
Bestucheff, and those who take part in the negotia¬ 
tions, may receive presents, undei? the covef of ■di¬ 
plomatic forms. 

“ Wlmt was thought by the doctors to be an ulcer 
in the 'CzariUll’s kidriCys, had proved only the great 
critical turnbi her sex; which is attended with so 

Di^tcho(«17ih June, 1740. 
f Dispatch of 1st Oct, 1740, vol. xxyii. 
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great, violcjjt, hysterical symptcftns, among others a 
strong hykcrieal fit last night, that she must be 
looked^pon to be in gi’eat danger. 

" The succession is fixed to the prpearious life of 
an infant, without any further provision, in case of 
his demise.* Count Ostcruiann, who has not stirred 
out of hi^ouse these in^y yc^rs, from the true or 
pretended ill state qf his liealth, was also carried to 
yesterday morning, in a chair, sent for by 
social order ; romaihed till night there, and is re- 
^ tdined this morning early. In the course of the day, 
' he held consultations with the fninfeters, and the 
Duke of Gourland. Towards the evening the Czarina 
*Bent for the Princess Anne, though still very much 
indisposed, and declared to her highness her majes¬ 
ty’s design tb appoint thc'young Prince Iwao- her 
accessor, to the greate^ sujj^c ajiid disappointment 
of that prii^bss. '.jjjiis, disport ion was made public 
this morning provisionally, and all the regiments, 
, and guards, and the diffeyen^ colleges, sworn this 
nioming, at the eburt, to stand bf and maintain this 
succession j and the clergy arc assembled at the ca- 
thedral'fbPthat p^posc. -The foreigners arc to take 
the same to-njorrow.” 4 

'idyjefore^^liigiwe the subsafluent dispatches from St. 
PeteAburg, I subjoin the^ letter I of a well-informed 
Evfssiaft officer of rank, which gives interesting in- 
4ijltma^on respertiflg the state of parties at that time 
'any[ the procec^ags of the latter years:—“ Respect- 

Iwan IlL son of the PrincoiiS Anne %)<1 Frin^i^nthoi^ Ulriek of 
Brunswick, born on the 23rd of Aiiguvt, 1740. Bw the genealogical 
table* at the end of the TuAmc. 

t The ambassador Burnaby fuijparded il'to Londoif on the 1st of 
August, 17401 State-paper Ofiic^ Sweden, vol. luvili. 
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ing the late conspii^cies and execution^ iii«Russia 1 
know the following particulars on g’ood authority, 
and you may depend upon their accuracy. It is *6et- 
tain that the whole nation, and especially the lugher 
class, is very much dissatisfied with the presenfr go¬ 
vernment. For these five or six years they have 
complained—First, of th% blind attachmelit of the 
empress for the Duke of Courland. SecondlyjOf)us 
haughty and insupportable conduct, treating peil^R 
of distinction, they say, like vagabonds. Thir41^|t)f 
the duke's favourite, the Jew Liepmann, bankei^to 
the court, who ruins traj^e. Fourthly, of the esetor- 
tion of immense, sums, which are lavished partly in 
female follies, partly in paying the mortgages on the 
duke’s estates, and in building magnificent palac^ 
for him. Fifthly, of the levy of three-Tourths of the 
young fiicn to make s^Jdiera of them, and sacrifice 
them like cattle, by which the States ^-the nobility 
are depopulated anjj rendered incapable of paying 
the public taxes. Sixthly, of the total decay ®f the., 
fleet, which Pete? 1^. had formed ^ a vast exjictttc. 

“ To remedy att this evil, and t 9 .pybmote they.'indi¬ 
vidual interests, tile Priyces I^olgi^ckypfa^d them¬ 
selves at the head of%iany others, ^^<?^ccu^ .the 
following plot. They besitlps,*«fMi^ri^(|3^y 
the ill success of the campaign o| 1738, the wretch¬ 
ed state of the army, and^^hc ^ope tha|^Ci5aiyt 
Munnich would perish in k^fold^ia, which tmd b^lft 
so fatal tQ Peter I., but, above aBj^ihy the universal 
disconteht of the p^plc. They came fb an under-’ 
standi% wi^ SweOTn and France, * and it* was 
agreed that, hs soon as the Russian anny should.fie 
destroyed or diBper6cd,^wcdcn should declare war 

* lls ont pris langue ai||c la Suede et la Frdbcc. 
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and invade the empire with thirty thousand men. 
At the same time, the malcontents were to raise their 
standard, to confine the empress in a convent, to 
treat the duke still worse, and to put Princess Anne 
and her husband on board a ship, and send them 
back to Germany. It was likewise proposed to ex¬ 
pel all thS Germans, afte| having executed some of 
them, and to proclaim Princess Elizabeth, daughter 
e^'Peter I., empress. 

Such was the plan of the conspiracy. All' the 
mdhsurcs were taken, and only the defeat of Count 
Miinnich was waited for, an or(Wr to commence a 
general rising. As, however, enterprises of this 
land, when the execution of them is protracted, never 
remain entirely secret, the court obtained informa¬ 
tion respecting it. The ^spected persons were 
arrested, whose plans had been baffled by the ""good 
fortune of Count M^nnich, and* peace was concluded 
with the Turks on as flvourable terms as possible, 
„and contrary to the views of France, which only 
slight to separa# the Empcroi^xrf^ Germany from 
Russia; in order the more easily to op^css the latter. 
But whdh !t^ahce^^#aw the resolution of the empress, 
it put its %Md to the woik, in order to reap the 
^ hi^Dur' offtC afd to avert ^ suspicion. Thereupon 
the SM'edes halfed; the pliibners confessed, and were 

N^ing of a^^ this is mentioned in the papers 
published l?y th#«ourt, but the crime attributed to 
the persiij^ executed is a te^ament said to have 
been forged by the Dolgoruck^ at thf^timewf Peter 
n. This, .however. Is only a pAjtext Wause they 
will not have the weakness pf thcLgovernment known 
in foreign countries. 
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" The fire is nof yet wholly quenched, and strict 
and rigorous investigations arc still going on. You 
see that, if the plan had succeeded, France wou^ 
have derived great advantages from it, and have 
got the Russian power, as well as the Swedish, into 
its hands. On this account we. (?) as well as the 
emperor and England, must rejoice at %ie disco¬ 
very. The change would have had dreadful ^conse¬ 
quences in the west. Four or five palatinate^' in 
Poland had combined to exjjcl the reigning king. 
The battle at Chotzim and the peace with Turkey 
have defeated th^'whole scheme.” ' 


CHAPTER IV. 

« 

Fiance an^ Spain—between Spain and England—Indisposition 
of ihe Queen of Spain—^Views of the Cardinal Fleury—Ilis com. 
plaints of Spain—Melancholy of Philip V.—Hisflitention to abdi¬ 
cate—Dissatisfaction—Ill-will of France to England, 

The preceding letter sliows that France, notwith-, 
standing the pacific policy of Ca^inal Floury, was 
extremely active even in Stockholm, Petersburg, 
and Constantinople. Its own Siite^t*’tfes more 
closely connected with the war which broke out in 
1739, between EnglanA’^and Spain,Mn cmiseqv^ce ^ 
of commercial differences. The following extracts 
are taken from the dispatcher ot^he Earlof Walde- 
grave, the English ambassador it Paris, ah^ from 
other letters, received from Madrid^—. , 

“‘King Philip V. Spain, on receiving*the news 
of the fkkingMof Porfobello, became as furious as a 
wild bullj* he continues always in a profound 

'* Dispatch of July, 1740. StlSl^aper Office, Fiance, toI. Isaxsiii. 
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melancholy since this news. He says that he has 
been imposed upon by being m£^?lc to believe that 
his posts were well,provided and in a state of de¬ 
fence ; that France, by her promises, had drawn him 
into a and afterwards abandoned him ; that he 
had ddiie'bettcr to have abdicated two years ago, 
and notliave sullied his honour by this war. The 
queen still continues her baths and other ren^dies 
lor her indispositions, which increase with the 
thoughts of the king’s abdicating. The divisions in 
the ministry prevent their comi^j| to any resolution, 
and make them only lose their tnne in useless con¬ 
ferences. 

“ Unless France declares war against England, 
there will be no such thin" as amusing the king, 
nor diverting him from his resolution. ThS^c ad¬ 
vices are far from exaggerations lay the jfersons of 
the court, a!hd of flic queen’s’’ party; who say that 
their situation is w'ithout rc^iedy, and very near 
B^mc catastrophe. Those who wish for a change, 
ah' they do not ice the inferior ^ the court, can 
‘hardly believe t^e |)ad state it is in. 

« Ca^i|^%ia cury ^oke openly and confidentially 
(to Uic ^ Waldegrave*); he lamented the i>rc- 
settt disturbcd^uatioi\,^^^urope, in the most pathe¬ 
tic terms, and looked upon it with the more sorrow, 
asdic^w no way ^ getting out of it. His principal 
'eoncera, speakin^of^ and Spain, was at the ani¬ 
mosity of^e tiih nations against each other. Spain, 
he said, hid wished, that F;i:.^cc would undertake 
the mediation, b^^e had^^olu^ly reftfsed, and 
told Campo Florfi!^^ franklj’’, it was a business ho 


* Dispatch of Atigust, 1740, 
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would not meddle in, for he saw he could not 
succeed. ^ 

" His eminence then turned the discourse upoi^' 
the conduct of Spain towards France, and protested * 
to me, with all possible appearance ofVj^^nccrity, 
that, at this very time, when Spain had'1alt''manner 
of need of France, he was no Aore infufmcd of the 
designs of the court of Madrid, nor of what she in- 
tcncfed to do, either here or in the West Indies, 
than the last man in France, He added, that this 
was scarce to be -believed, but that it was truth^ or 
he would not tclllt me. 

“ He continued, that Spain, far from showing any 
inclination to be well with France, thwarted them 
in matters common decency would hardly bear. 
He gave me two partTcular instances; the first re¬ 
lating to the eldttion of a Pope, on which he ob¬ 
served, that, tliough in fact it t^as pre^y indifferent 
to France who ivas popc, yet as the other powers 
stirred in it, he thought it was becoming the French 
lung's dignity, to have a party at the Conclave. That 
for this purpoie, the Queen of Spai^Jiad been spoken 
to, and she had promised, that Ca^^naf Aquaviva, 
who is at Uic head of the Spanish faction at Home, 
should go hand in han^with the B^n^ Cardinals, 
and their partizans. That so far from complying 
with her promisi^ Cardinal, Aquaviva had. joined 
with the Cammcrlingo AljbanoWho js a prdfessed 
opposer to France, and has ever beeiVi tftr declared 

enemy/^^v, 

“ The othlk»coi]^||^nt is, t|»t the Queen of Spain 
has patched up her treaty Ytim the Porte, for the 
kingdom of NaplcHi witlmut her agent, Fisiochietti, 
so much as consulting do Villencuve the French 
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Ambassador. Fisiochietti, he said, was an adven¬ 
turer, who acted entirely in concert with Bonneval, 
i^d that it was infamcj^us, for a prince of the house 
of Bourbon, openly to make use of Bonneval, as a 
channel.^ 

“ Fleur^ is averse to all wars,* complains of mis¬ 
fortunes atiJiomc, bid harvest, deficiencies in the 
revenue, &c. 

“ Accordingly the Spanish Ambassador C^po 
Florido sent a courier to Madrid on the 8th of 
August, and announced,! that F|f;nce could not act 
for Spain in the present sj’car, but renewed the 
hopes, that if the war continued to the next year, 
France’might then declare war to England, since by 
that time this court would be in a proper conation.” 

In fact, the dispatches from Spain were very 
discouraging, as the following extracts prove:— 

“ The king of Spain’s^health is very bad, and he 
is excessively out of humour.J;The queen keeps 
him a little in order, by the means of Farinelli. 
But it cannot hold long. The mitery of the country 
and of the^arm;j^,^s scarcely to be eij^essed; most 
of the shlj^tera offi(?^s are ready to starve, for 
want of thi^r pay, and are* forced to sponge, to 
keep body and^l^ul toga^lbt.” “ The common sol¬ 
diers in^pain (says another passage §) are naked, 
ajjd ’theofficers look like beggars, and are not much 
better. 

" In Ma^(^ everything is in great confusion; and 
satires and lidded about) which 

* Dispatch o^he 22nd of August, 1^40. 
f Letter from Madrid of the sub of August. 

I Letter of the ^l|pf August. 

Letter of the 24m of September. 
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speak very freely of the present government.* The 
king of Spain wilt abdicate. The first letter which 
the French king wrote from Cpmpiegne in July last^ 
promising to assist Spain next year> with fifty men- 
of-war, did not satisfy, the king of Spain, who said, 
it was only putting another trick upon hfe Here¬ 
upon a second letter from the k^^ of Fr3g|ce arrived 
on the 1st of September, to prevent his abdicating, 
giving asstirance, that he will even send out his 
squadron this year, in case of need; but it is not 
believed in Madrid that this is seriously intended. 

“ On the 5th of September, Floury did not deny 
tliat the Brest fleet might perhaps put to sea, but 
did not explain himself respecting the motives and 
objects.” 

According to a dispatch of the llth of September, 
Fleury said, “ that-he did not mean, by sending out 
his fleet, to go to war with England, or to attack or 
molest any (d‘ our ships. But that it was incumbent 
upon him to protect his own commerce, and to pre¬ 
vent, as much ,as in him lay, our making ourselves 
masters of and. enjoying all the West India trade, 
which was very apparent, by. our motions, must be 
our great object. Thalt France had tod gi-eat an 
interest in that part of thq, ^v.orld, to s^. it swallowed 
up by England; that he did not mean to tajep from 
us a foot of land, that we had in any part of the 
world; but that it was his dfity, as minister of the 
king of France, to hinder as much hs he could our 
becoming more powejfol than we were already.” 

A dispatch of the 12th of September says, “ The 
Cardinal sa,id he heard, that there,was scarce a man 

* Letter of the-3td of September. 
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in England, but what wished for a war with France. 
Ho pretended to be very dcsirdhs of peace, and 
seemed to foresee an attack, and to wish to excite it. 
He cannot think, that his obliging us to strike the 
first blow,* will be -looked upon in the eyes of the 
world astf wc were the aggressors, supposing he 
had a to gi^ it that turn. He solemnly 

affirms, that there is no treaty with Spain, but France 
cannot allow the Spanish possessions to fall into the 
hands of England. 

“ The French affirm, that they do not mean to 
make war upon the English, but to make them con¬ 
clude peace.” f 

t 


CHAPTER V. 

Prussia—Claims of Fredeiick^II. upon Julien, East Friesland, and 
Mecklenbur,;—Situation with respe(i;;^.to France, and England— 
The iiew position of Prussia. 

The preceding communications fttjfn Stockholm, 
Petersburg, Paris, and Madrid, show that the affairs 
of Europe atithc tiin® of the accession of Frederick 
II., were abeady in a state' of much confusion and 
embarrassment. Tliey* J^wover presented no op¬ 
portunity for great and bold enterprizes, for which 
^eastfn'^the king tj^as obliged, for the present, to di¬ 
vert his thoughts to what was nearest to him, and 
appeared to bo attainable. Interesting information 
on this subject is given by tfie Eng^l^sh ambassador 

* Compare the situation of Frederick JJ, in the year 175(1. 
t Robinson's dispatch from t^ei^a,.October 18th, 1740. State- 
paper OiKce, Austria, vul. cxxxii.' 
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Ouy Dickens, in a dispatch dated from Berlin, 
August I7th, ]7«).* 

The king (he says in suhsjance) in the audience 
which he granted me, immediately entered upon busi¬ 
ness, and wished to have a precise answer to the three 
points already commuiiicated to the English court: 
viz. respecting Juliers and Berm, East Fjifsiand and 
Mecklenburg. He said, that he considered the 
king of England as his most natural friend and 
ally, but wished however to know how far he 
might depend on the support of England, with re¬ 
spect to these three pretensions : that he was ready 
to render services in return, but that the answer he 
had hitherto received, left him in the dark. * 

The ambassador replied by begging the king to 
be more explicit; that England would readily sup¬ 
port him in everything that was just and prac¬ 
ticable. ; 

Hereupon the king continued: He entertained a 
true friendship for the king of England, but as he 
knew very well, pfiflees are chiefly governed by their 
interests; that before he entered into engagements 
of any kind, he would be sura of wh^t he did; and 
see clear into what the ‘powers he contrifcted with, 
would do for him, as he wfs determined to stand to 


his engagements, when once he had taken them. 

The ambassador then impressed upon the iing, 
how important it was not tc^'iake any false step at 
the beginning of a reign; that the' eyes of all the 
Protestant powers were, turned upon him, and it was 


for him, to prf^nve the balance of power in Europe, 
which was in danger^ that by defending the general 

* State-paper Prussia, vol. li. 
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good, he would act in the most advantageous man¬ 
ner for his own interest; that he should only be on 
his guard, against French influence and French 
policy. * 

The king said laughing, who could blame him, 
if he came to his ends by the means of that crown, 
without engaging in a war, especially since he did 
not see, how far he itlfht depend on the help and 
assistance of other powers. In a few words, he 
desired to know, what we would do for him, and 
what we would have him do for us ? Being asked 
what ho required, ho said, My pretensions to Jiilicrs, 
Berg and East Friesland, are clear and indisputable. 
Let England guarantee them to me, and declare 
liow it will enforce this guarantee, in case the suc¬ 
cession should be open. With respect to Mecklen¬ 
burg, which is an easy point, the necessary an'ange- 
ments may be made at leisure, at some future time. 

“ The king will not hear of the old treaties, or of a 
mere defensive alliance, but proceed entirely upon a 
new bottom. During the whole audience, the king 
was in an extreme good humour, and’not only heard 
with attention, all the representations I made to 
him, but was' not in the least oflended at any 
objections I made to what he said. It is un¬ 
doubtedly the best way to behave with frankness 
to him."*’ 

On the 1st and 15th of October, however, Mr. 
Dickens writes: “ Frederick has informed the 
French, that he has good assurances from London, 
and he endeavours to persuade the English that he 
is on good terms with the French. This double play 
however avails him nothing, add ho entertains no- 
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tions on politics, which require very much to be 
rectified.” 

These principles and plans certainly underwent a 
great change in the course of a few weeks afterwards 
in consequence of the death of the Empress Anne 
and of the Emperor Charles VI. 


CHAPTEK VI. 

Russia—Death of the Rinpress Anne—Iwan III.—Regency of Biion 
Duke of Courland—Pretensions (o the throne—Ilurvchtary right— 
Influence of the great nobility on Anne's last resolutions—MUn- 
nich—Osteimann—BestuchetF—Discontent of the Prince of Bruns¬ 
wick and his consort the princess Ariiie—Mutinous language of 
the officers—Biron and the prince of Brunswick—Examination and 
reprimand of the latter—Justification and boldness of Biron— 
His character—Wolinskoi’s conspiracy—The princess Elizabeth. 

On the IStli of October, 1740, Finch the English 
ambassador, at St. Petersburg, sent the following 
dispatch : *—" The Empress Anne died in the night 
of the I7th of October; the end of her life having 
been attended with such exquisite torments,f that 
even those who had the greatest interest in her pre¬ 
servation, could only pray to God, for her being de¬ 
livered from so much misery. The princesses Eliza¬ 
beth and Anne took leave' of her, two hours before 
her death j the Duke of Courland was with, her to 
her end. 

" In the morning Ostermann proclaimed her will,! 
namely that the Duke of Courland shall be Regent 
till Iwan is 17 years old. All is quiet; which is en¬ 
tirely owing to ftie declaration of this regency. For 
♦ 

* state-paper Office, Russia, vol. xxvii, 
t As was also the cas^f Frederick-William I. 
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everybody in the country is sensible, that they can 
have nothing to fear, under the administration of a 
prince, who has given so many proofs of his own in¬ 
trepidity and prudence. This regency has been 
sworn to and subscribed to, and settled as perfectly 
as anything so recent can be.” 

It may be doubted whether the preceding pas¬ 
sage, which is not written in cypher, in the dis¬ 
patch, contains the real sentiments of the ambassa¬ 
dor, and if it was not rather ivritten, to be read after 
the opening of the letter. Three days later the am¬ 
bassador continues: *—“ Tlic new Emperor still sits 
in the nurse’s lap. Last Sunday morning when the 
Duke Regent and his Consort received the congra¬ 
tulations, his eyes were continually gushing into 
tears, and he was obliged to have his handkercliief 
continually before them. I never saw so great an 
alteration, nor so strong affliction, painted on the 
countenance, as there was on those of the Duke 
Regent and the Duchess.” 

This feeling arose partly from attachment to the 
deceased Empress; but partly from a gloomy pre¬ 
sentiment, that all was by no means fully settled, 
nor the ground under their feet secure. Informa¬ 
tion on these subjects is gjven in a detailed dispatch 
of the ambassador, dated the ist of November, 
which, for fear of its being opened, he sent by a 
special messenger. He says, “ According to the law 
of Peter I. the appointment of a successor to the 
throne always depends entirely on the reigning 
Emperor or Empress. Claims might be made by 
the following persons; 


* Dupatch of ^st of October. 
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" 1. The Princess Elizabeth, as daughter of Peter 
the Great.* 

“ 2. Prince Peter, (afterwards the Emperor Peter 
III.) son of the elder deceased daughter of Pet» 
the Great, and of Charles Frederick Duke of Hol¬ 
stein Gottorp. 

“ 3. Anne, grand-daughter of Iwan Alcxicwitsch 
and Consort of Prince Anthonjr Ulrick of Brunswick. 

“ 4. Their infant son Iwan III. 

“ The general wishes very probably were for 
Elizabeth, from regard to the memory of Peter I., 
and her own popularity. The prevailing expectation 
(also of the ambassador himself) was that the Em¬ 
press Anne w’ould appoint the Princess Anne as her 
successor. 

“ Before the death of the Empress, the Duke of 
Courland assembled the heads of the lliissian nobi¬ 
lity, and informed them, that it was the intention of 
the Empress to nominate Iwan as her successor. 
The assembled nobles BcstuchefF, Czerkaski, Miin- 
nich, Golofkin, Kurakin, Uschakof, Trubetzkoi and 
others requested the Duke to ask the Empress to 
express her intentions more positively. Hereupon 
they were summoned to the Empress, who made 
the same communicatioiis to them, that she had 
done tlie evening before to the Princess Anne, to her 
great astonishment. 

“ The affair however did not end here, for the 
question arose: who shall have the guardianship; 
and what shall be done in case of Iwan’s death ? 

“ Ilereupon Bestucheff delivered his opinion in a 
secret council and said: ‘ It is very difficult to choose 


* Sue the table at the close of the volume. 
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guardians among Iwan’s relations, or to intrust the 
government to a number of persons. If it were 
proposed to intrust the guardianship to, Iwan’s 
oiother, it Avould be better, immediately to proclaim 
her Empress, because she would always be vested 
with the sovereign poAver, and thereby enabled to 
overturn this new succession. Besides it Avas sus¬ 
pected that this Princess might be of a revengeful 
temper, and haA’o a good share of the caprice of her 
father (Duke Charles Leopold of Mecklenburg 
ScliAvcrin), which father might immediately come here, 
and by his influence over his daughter, engage this 
country in all his private quarrels, and embroil it 
with the court of Vienna, and with most of those 
Princes in the empire, Avhose friendship it was the in¬ 
terest of llussia to cultivate in the present situation ; 
and thaton the other side, by the creditofher husband, 
German counsels, suggested either from Vienna or 
Berlin, might have too great an influence over this 
government, for there Avas a remarkable dificrence, 
between being directed by those courts, and quarrel¬ 
ling with them. 

“ ‘ That besides the Princess Anne had no know¬ 
ledge of the affairs of this country, either foreign or 
domestic, and therefore on all these accounts she 
appeared to him utterly incapable of undertaking or 
going through Avith so heavy a task. That the 
greatest part of these latter objections, and this in¬ 
capacity, laid as strongly against the Prince of 
BrunsAvick, so that for his part, he must equally put 
that Prince out of the question. 

“ ‘ That as for a council of regency, everybody 
knew that this Avas as contrary in theory, to the 
nature of this government, and the genius of the 
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people, as experience had shewn it in practice, eleven 
years ago, when the Czarina mounted the throne j 
which he thought so notoriously evident, that he 
would not expatiate upon it.’ ^ 

“ When BestuchcfFliad thus disposed of all other 
claims, he endeavoured to prove the fitne.ss of the 
Duke of Courland for the guardianship; he said he 
was well-informed, attached to the true interest of 
Itussia, and placed in an elevated situation, prudent 
and intrepid. Enough, he, Bestucheff, was ])ersua- 
ded that they wanted a man, and that this man was 
the Duke of Courland. If the minister Czerkaski 
agreed in this opinion, they would endeavour to¬ 
gether with other nobles, to persuade the Empress 
to appoint the Duke guardian. Czerkaski agreed, 
and the plan being submitted to the other mcilibers 
of the Junta they also gave their assent. 

“ Upon tliis BestuchefF went immediately to 
communicate to the Duke the consultation of the 
Junta, and the resolution they had taken, and to 
know whether his highness would accept the regency, 
if her majesty, on their humble representation, 
should be graciously pleased to intrust him with it. 
The Duke at first seemed (after the example of the 
bishops: nolo episcopari!) to excuse himself from 
undertaking so heavy a charge; to which he said 
he was not equal.-—Whether this was out of a 
diffidence about the success of it, or out of decency 
to decline explaining himself, before her majesty’s 
pleasure was known, or whether he already knew her 
majesty’s intention to make him Regent, and there¬ 
fore might safely excuse himself, I won’t pretend to 
determine. But upon this, Bestucheff sent for 
Prince Czerkaski, to join his instances with his own. 
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in order to determine the Duke; and in appearance, 
Mr. BestuchefF talked very roundly to his highness, 
that as all he had in the woi^d was owing'to Russia, 
BUfc he owed more returns of gratitude than to 
awndon it, in this distress, at a time when he could 
rcndci^t such signal and important service, to which 
he was invited by a number of the first people of the 
country. That the pteservation of the prosperity of 
Russia, and that of his own kingdom, were entirely 
combined together, and that he coul# neither serve 
Russia nor abandon it, in this crisis, but he served 
or ruined liims^f also. At last the Duke consented 
that the Junta should continue to pursue those 
counsels, which they might think the most beneficial 
for the interest of their country. 

" Here the matter rested on the 5th, and her ma¬ 
jesty growing woi’se. Count Ostermann was sent for 
early on the morning of the (ith to court, where the 
Junta communicated to him everything which had 
passed the day before relating to the regency, aud 
desired him to speak freely his opinion upon it, since 
no steps had yet been taken. His excellency, as I 
hear, would willingly have been excused to give any 
opinion, pretending that the matter w’as too weighty 
for him, who was a foreigner, and belonged entirely 
to the deliberation of the- natives. But he was im¬ 
mediately answered by BestuchefF, (for between them 
the understanding is not the best,) that he was sur¬ 
prised to hear the Count look upon hiinsclf as a 
foreigner, after having been so long in the country, 
in possession of one of the first posts, and in the 
almost sole direction of all the affairs of it, fur Avliich 
reason he thought the Count not only a Russian, but 
wortli 20,000 others. That nobody desired to force 
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their opinion upon him, hut only to know Ms. That 
if he would not declare it, they could not see of what 
use he could be in their deliberations. 

" Count Ostermann soon saw by their discoui<|& 
how things were going, and how far t^cy were re¬ 
solved, upon which he explained away what he had 
at first answered, in wdiich hcisaid he had been mis¬ 
understood; and that he thouglit the regency could 
not be better placed than in the duke’s hand, nor a 
more priidcnt*tep taken for the interest of Russia. 

“ His excellency was then desired to draw the in¬ 
strument appointing the great dukc*succcssor, and 
another to settle the regency on IhcDuke of Courland. 
These were soon done, and they then desired him to 
carry them both to her majesty, and to present thejhist 
to her in allthcir names as their joint request. This he 
did the same day.and her majesty immediately signed 
•the instrument relating to the succession in his j)rc- 
scncc, and he fixed the seal to it. As to the other, to 
appoint the regency, she bade him leave it with her. 

“ Upon this the successor was immediately pub¬ 
lished, and sworn to ; but as it was unknown to 
these people (whatsoever it might he wit.li the duke), 
whether licr majesty had signed the other, and she 
growing wor.se, and having had a strong fainting 
fit on the llth, the Junta proposed that Oster¬ 
mann should go again to her majesty, to discovei*, if 
he could, whether she had signed the instrument 
of Regency; and he receiving from her only a general 
answer, that every thing relating to her will and 
pleasure would be found after her death, the Junta 
then proposed that they themselves, and every body 
else down to the rank of a colonel, who was of the 
same opinion with them about the regency, should 

c3 
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sign an Instrument, by which they should declare 
that, in case the empress should not have made a 
disposition to the contrary, or had made no disposi- 
tito at all, that they would recognize the duke, regent 
during the tu^ority. 

“ 1 believe that this was done not so much by way 
of provision (for the duke most certainly knew that 
her majesty had made one in his favour) as out of 
policy, and thereby to show the ^ople that the 
regency had been conferred on him equally at the 
desire of the chief people of the country and by the 
special appointment of their sovereign. 

“ On the 11th, the three ministers and Field- 
Marshal Miinnich departed with a commission from 
tliD.Junta to the Princess Anne, and demanded her 
opinion who was the properest person for the re¬ 
gency. She would fain have been excused to give any 
opinion, but as she was well informed of the resolu* 
tion taken by the Junta, and as the deputies pressed 
her to declare herself, she at last either did let drop 
that the duke would be the properest person, or they 
understood her answer in this sense, and reported it 
accordingly. 

y On the 17th her majesty died, and the next 
morning Ostermann, with all the great people, were 
at court; the Princess Anne and the Prince of 
Brunswick also present; when it was proposed to seal 
up every thing in her majesty's apartments. This 
was begun, but when they came to the cabinet where 
she kept her jewels, and were going to seal that also, 
one of her dressers, who had waited many a year on 
her, and was her great favourite and confidante, 
declared that her majesty had in her presence signed 
a paper, brought to her at the beginning of her ill- 
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ness by Ostermann, and had ordered her to lock it 
up in that cabinet, and to bring her the keys of it, 
which from that moment had lain constantly under 
her head, and that her majesty had at the same tifne 
told her that this paper was of the |||patost conse¬ 
quence, and that she should never open her mouth 
about it till her majesty was dead, and then declare 
that such a paper would be found there. The con¬ 
tents she kn^ not. It Avas accordingly Ibund, 
opened, read, made knoAvn, and acknowledged and 
confirmed. 

- “ Tlic duke, who has been a})poinIed regent, be¬ 
haves since that lime with the grealesi ]w)lilencss to 
the Princess Anne, and has assigned her 200,000 
rubles as her dowry. The princess, on lier ])aj:t, is 
no less polite, yet she, as Avell as her husband, al- 
Avays looked upon the duke as their enemy, but noAV 
still more so. 

“ The regent haAung been informed that the 
Prince of Bi-unsAvick’s adjutant, and some other 
officers of the second regiment of guards, the Simo- 
noAvsky (of Avliich the prince is one of the lieutenant- 
colonels), should haA’c been very free in their dis¬ 
course, and that in his highness’ presence,, by 
declaring that he ought to have been regent, and 
insinuating asif her late majesty's disymsition to that 
purpose had been surreptitiously obtained, and per¬ 
haps forged, and that this might bo easily set aside 
by a co7ip de vigveur ; the regent being also in¬ 
formed that the prince had not imposed silence uj)on 
these officers, nor discouraged their rash and mutin¬ 
ous discourse, Avent on the 22d directly to the Prince 
of Brunswick, to acquaint him Avith the informa¬ 
tion he had heard, and to come to the strongest 
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explanations. Among others, he told him that 
though he was father to the emperor, he was at the 
same time as much his subject as any other people, 
and owed him the same fidelity; and that as he him¬ 
self was appmnted regent, and intrusted with the 
care of the &pire, he should bo sorry to convince 
his highness that legal fidelity and obedience to the 
emperor, his son, was as much expected from liim as 
from any other individual in the empire. The prince 
was startled with this sound and finh explanation, 
and would have excused his having given ear to 
these idle discoi^rscs of young officers, to which, he 
said, he had not given any attention, though may be 
he might have been indiscreet in not imposing silence 
on them, and that he humbly begged pardon, and 
assured tlie regent that his conduct for the future 
should be more guarded, and not liable to anj', the 
least, objection or complaint. 

“ The regent fi-ora the prince went directly to the 
Princess Anne, and communicated to her every thing 
which had passed. Her highness disclaimed having 
the least knowledge of the thing, much less any par¬ 
ticipation in what she so much disapproved, and she 
immediately followed the regent to court that morn¬ 
ing, the 22d, and was with him nigh two hours, pro¬ 
bably to soften things and to set them as right as she 
could. 

* “ Notwithstanding, the jirincc was sent for to court 
next day, the 23d, when the cabinet ministers, the 
senate, and the generality were assembled, and the 
prince was obliged to undergo a soi't of examina¬ 
tion (the French w’ould say, ll fut mis sur la selletle). 
The regent exposed to that assembly the whole affair 
from the beginning to the end, and then asked the 
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prince what could have been his idea, and what was 
he driving at ? I am told that he was weak enough 
to answer, with tears in his eyes, that he meant an 
insurrection (I use softer terms than he did) to 
seize the regency. Upon which Genmal Ilschakoff 
(I have already men^ned his charafter and func¬ 
tions) said, ‘Prince of Brunswick, everybody, if 3 'our 
behaviour does not prevent them, w'ill regard you as 
the father of our emperor; but if your conduct 
obliges them ^ it, they must regard you as the sub¬ 
ject of 3 -our own sovereign. Your 3 'oulli* and small 
experience may have been surprised,and misled, but 
if you had been of riper years, and of parts and ge¬ 
nius capable of undertaking and conducting such a 
design, by which the peace and tranc]uillit 3 -, the wel¬ 
fare and the very being of this great empire, might 
have been disturbed and brought into the utmost 
danger, I must declare to you, that though it ivoiild 
have been with the utmost regret, I'should have pro¬ 
ceeded against 3 ’ou, wdien guilty of high treason to 
your son and sovereign, with the same rigour that I 
could have done against any other of his majesty’s 
subjects, though of much lower rank and station.’ 

*• Upon this the regent staled the course of his 
appointment, .as also the grounds, so that no doubt 
might bo adduced as to the validity of the imperial 
instrument. ‘ Her Majesty,’ he continued, ‘ has by it 
declared me regent, and I hold that high office from 
her favour, in the first place; but I hope, in the se¬ 
cond, from the good opinion and confidence the chief 
people of the country, here assembled, have of and in 
me. But as her majesty has left me the power of 
resigning this high office, I do declare that, if this 

* The prince wm born in 1714, and his coniort in 1718. 
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assembly think your "highness fitter for it, or in any 
way capable of it, I ■will this moment divcsl; myself 
of it in your favqpr. But if they should rather de¬ 
sire my continuance in it, the obligation I have to 
her late mos|. gracious maje^y, and to Russia, ■will 
determine me to keep this g^t trust, in hopes that, 
by the advice of these gentlemen, I may discharge it 
in a manner suitable to my gratitude, and for the 
advantage of this great empire.’ 

" Upon this a number of those present, declared 
that as they had before her majesty's death desired 
that the duke might be charged with the regency, they 
now begged that he would keep it, for the interest 
and preservation of the country. The regent then 
desired Count Ostermann to declare to the prince 
whether the instrument now called in question, and 
whose validity seemed to be doubted of, were not the 
same he carried to her late majesty. The count 
made upon this occasion the proper declaration, 
upon which it was proposed that every body present 
(which included all the major-generals) should under¬ 
sign and seal these instniments, acknowledging their 
validity and engaging to maintain the dispositions of 
them. This was immediately done, and the Prince 
of Biunswick signed and sealed among the rest. 

“ The regent, as he always did the Princess Eliza¬ 
beth all the service in his power, during the late 
czarina's reign, when she was under a sort of cloud, 
so he now seems desirous to secure her to his interest, 
knowing that she is very popular and well beloved, 
both for her own and for her father’s (Peter I.) sake. 
He has given her money for the payment of her 
debts, and a sum of 50,000 rubles, which extensive 
act of grace is very popular. 
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" Nor is there any body to make hea,d against 
him. He is otherwise generally beloved, by having 
obliged a number of people, and (|isobliged but few; 
these last only by a certain roughness, which the 
French call brusque, in^his temper. S^t these w'crc 
only sudden starts, which never last long, nor has he 
ever proved irreconcilcable. So that, if his regency 
has been as well relished at Moscow, the great and 
populous capital of this country, as it has been here, 
1 cannot yet see anything which can prevent his 
carrying on his regency without any disturbance. 
And if he continues as he seems to begin, it may 
prove infinitely to the benefit of this country, and 
not less to his own glory. Happy, however, it is for 
him that Wolinskoi’s schemes were discovered, and 
that Catiline of this country destroyed. Had he 
lived till the day of her majesty’s death, and had his 
conspiracy remained a secret, he, in all probability, 
would at this juncture have set fire to the four 
corners of llussia, and would have brought about 
a general massacre of all foreigners. 

“ The future, however remains very uncertain; 
the emperor may die, the Princess Anne have other 
children. She has also said it was not her busi¬ 
ness to be kept only for the breed. 

“ The French ambassador is in favour of Eliza¬ 
beth, and the Prussian and Austrian of Anne.” 
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” CHAPTEK VII. 

* , 

Russia—Activity of the Regent—His Downfall—^Participation and 
Cunning of Mtinnich’ Anne, and Ulfjck of Brunswick, 1^'gcnts for 
their Son, Iwan III. 

Thus Russia seemed happily to have escaped the 
dangers which generally attend an unusual change 
in the succession *^0 the throne, and a firm govern¬ 
ment established. The Englisli ambassador, tvriting ^ 
from St. Petersburg, on the 8th of November, 1740, 
says: *— 

“ The regent applies himself with great assiduity 
to the dispatch of business. lie is determined to 
know the exact state of all affairs as he found them, 
in order to show how he leaves them. Princess Anno 
is on an apparently good footing with him; they sec 
each other frequently, but her husband has not ap¬ 
peared anywhere since his examination. He stirs 
not out of the Princess Anne’s apartments, and 
the Duke of Courland but yesterday told a friend 
of mine, that this prince confessing his design to 
‘ rebel a little,’ as he called it, could not move anger, 
though it might pity, for his highness’ weakness in 
having been drawn into such a mad notion with only 
eight accomplices, of which the buffoon of this court’s 
coachman, an apprentice, and waiter, were three, who 
had been released.” 

So secure and composed, nay, almost presumptu¬ 
ous, was the duke, so little did he and the ambassa¬ 
dor presage events that were close at hand, so 
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entirely were most pcjrsons deceived respecting the 
state of affairs. ‘ 

On the 9th of November, only a few'hours after 
the writing of the mbove dispatch, the whole fa¬ 
bric of the new government was completely over¬ 
thrown. * ' • • 

“ On the 9th of November (writes the ambassador 
two days later), between three and four in the morn¬ 
ing, Field-Marshal Miinnich, at the head of a detach¬ 
ment of forty grenadiers from the guard of the 
winter ])alace, marched to the summer one, and 
seized, by a verbal order of the Princess Anne, the 
regent in his bed, who, about six, was brought pri¬ 
soner to the guard-room in the winter palace; the 
whole Courland family being put under arrest. Im¬ 
mediately after, General Biron and the new cabinet 
minister, Bestucheff, were taken prisoners and carried 
to the winter j)alacc also. Upon which all the great 
]jeoj)le were immediately summoned to court, Avhen 
the Princess Anne, in her son's name, was declared 
groat duchess, with the title of imperial serene high¬ 
ness, and charged with the administration of the 
government during the minority of her son. The 
prisoners were tlien taken to different fortrc'sscs, a 
Te Deum sung, orders distributed, petitions granted, 
the debts of the nobles paid, and the Prince of 
Brunswick declared generalissimo. 

“ Miinnich declined this office, and desired that 
the army might have the honour to be commanded 
by the father of their sovereign. He was, however, 
appointed prime minister; Ostermann, high admiral 
and minister of foreign affairs; Czerkaski, high 
chancellor; and Goloffkin, vice-chancellor. 

“ The captive duke was then despoiled of all his 
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money and possessions, even to his gold watch and 
clothes.’* 

■ Later dispatchcS'of the ambassador, particularly one 
of the 18th of November, give the following account: 

• " This step,” he says, " was resolved upon only the 
day before; the (fuke, by a strange fatality and blind¬ 
ness of his own, augmented by the flatteries of others, 
was firmly persuaded that he was to the last degree 
popular, and in full possession of the affections of 
every body, of what rank, degree, or profession so¬ 
ever, interpreting the implicit submission to his 
power, to be a firm attachment to his person. 

“The Prince of Brunswick had renounced all offices, 
in order not to be under the duke, yet could by no 
means withdraw himself from his superintendence. 
The regent often met the Princess Anne, whence it 
was inferred that they were on good terms, whereas 
they were always quarrelling. Thus he said to her, 
on the 7th November, ‘ I can send you and your 
husband to Germany; and there was a Duke of Hol¬ 
stein * in the world whom he could, and, if he was 
forced to do it, Avould send for to Russia.’ 

“ After such a declaration the breach must be ir¬ 
reparable ; for the princess has too fine and lively 
parts not to have foreseen what she might expect, and 
too much spirit and resolution not to have resented, 
and prevented also, such a rash and bold design. 

“ On the 8th, Field-Marshal Miinnich having pre¬ 
sented some cadets to the princess, remained alone 
with her, and some explanations on the present state 
of affairs took place. She complained of the treats 
ment which she and her husband experienced firom 

* Peter III., son of Anne and the Duke Charles Frederick of Hol¬ 
stein Gottorp, and grandson of Peter the Great. 
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the regent, so that they had scarcely any resource 
left but to leave Kussia. In that case she begged 
the field-marshal would employ all that interest and 
credit he had with the duke, that they might have 
leave to take their child mth them, to secure him 
from all that danger to which the soveieign of Russia 
might be exposed, was he left in the hands of his 
own and parents’ mortal enemy. Thereupon Miin- 
nich asked if she had spoken to any body on the 
subject, and she answered, ‘ Not to a soul.’ After 
many doubts, the princess resolved to confide in him 
alone.* 

“ Though Mtinnich had contributed to the eleva¬ 
tion of the regent, suspicion and jealousy subsisted 
between them, and the latter intended, if possible, to 
get rid of the field-marshal, who had, therefore, 
reason to apprehend his own ruin. 

"According to an agreement between Miinnich and 
Princess Anne, Prince Ulrick went out tor the first 
time and paid a visit to the regent in the summer 
palace. The prince and the duke went together to 
wait on the young czar, and from him to the Princess 
Anne. From thence they went also together to the 
duke's manege, just by. When that was over, the 
prince returned to the winter palace; and the duke, 
stopping at his brother’s. General Biron’s,in the way, 
went to the'summer palace to dinner, where Miinnich 
and all his family, with President Mengdcn and his, 
dined with the regent and his family. 

" It is said that the duke that morning took notice, 
and as it made a great impression upon him he 
mentioned it to this company, that he could observe 
but very few people in the streets, and every body 

* From Mttnnieh'c own account. 
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with a melancholy, dejected, gloomy countenance, as 
if people were not contented, which he was weak 
enough to attribute to their being dissatisfied with 
tlie Duke of Brunswick’s conduct, without suspecting 
that his own regency had any share in it. The com¬ 
pany, as is easy to imagine, said that either there 
was nothing in these appearances, or that they were 
owing to the peoplejs regret for her majesty’s death. 
However, the duke continued very pensive and silent 
during dinner. 

“When that was over the field-marshal took leave* 
the rest of his family staying (here. His excellency 
went home, and in the evening he waited on the 
Princess Anne, asking her if she had any order to 
give him, for his design was laid, and that he would 
execute it that very night. The princess was startled 
with the suddenness and importance of such a reso¬ 
lution, and would have inquired into the means. His 
excellency desired her to excuse both his not ex¬ 
plaining them to her then, and also his awaking her 
out of her bed about three the next morning. After 
musing a little, her highness said, ‘ I resign myselfi 
my husband, and ray son, entirely into your hands, 
and rely on your conduct. May the Providence of 
God direct you and preserve us all.’ 

“ From the princess, Miinnich returned with Count 
Lowenwolde to sup with the duke, and they found 
him still doubtful, complaining of a lowness of spu'its, 
a heaviness and uneasiness of his mind, which he had 
never felt in lus life before. They both said that it 
might be some slight disorder, which a good night’it 
rest would remove. However, both at supper and 
in the remainder of the evening, the duke, though 
otherwise talkaitive enough, said hardly a word. 
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Upon which, to animate, or at least to heep up the 
conversation, the fieltl-mai’shal began to talk about 
his battles and all the several actions he had been 
in, during upwards of forty years’ service. At last 
Count Lbwenwolde asked him, very innocently, if he 
had never been in any action hy night. The odd¬ 
ness of so ill-timed a question at that juncture struck 
the ficld-marslial, but recovering himself, and keep- 
ing a good countenance, lie replied with seeming 
great inditfercnce, that to bo sure, in the great num¬ 
ber of actions, lie must have been in some at all hours 
of the twenty-four. 

“ His excellency told me that he observed that the 
duke, who was lying on his couch, the moment he 
uttered these words, raised himself up a little, and 
leaning on his elbow on the couch, and reposing liis 
head on his hand, remained very pensive in that 
posture for a good quarter of an hour. 

“ About ten o’clock they broke up, and Munnich 
went to bed, but, as he said, without closing an eye. 
At two o’clock he got up, sent for his aide-de-camp. 
General Manstcin, and made his arrangements with 
him. Both then went to the palace of the Princess 
Anne, where Munnich addressed the officers and sol¬ 
diers, and selected some, whom he took with him to 
the princess. She complained of her unhappy situa¬ 
tion, and gave orders that the regent should be 
arrested, and that they should obey the field-mar¬ 
shal in every particular. Nobody contradicted. 
The guards in the winter palace suffered all to pass 
unmolested. Manstein proceeded to the chamber 
of the duke, who was asleep, caused him, on his re¬ 
sisting, to be bound and gagged, and with his wife 
to be dragged away, with nothing on but their night 
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dresses. However, two quilts were taken off their 
beds and thrown over them. When the duchess 
heard who it was that directed these proceedings, 
she cried out with the extraordinary expression, that 
she could sooner have believed that God Almighty 
could die, than that the field-marshal would have 
served them so.” 

Neither the prince, nor Ostermann, nor any other 
person, had any knowledge or presentiment of all 
these proceedings.* 

Wolfrad, Munnich’s aide-de-camp, a man who had 
not shed a tear at the death of his parents, much as 
he loved them, said in the sequel, “ When I spoke to 
the duke and the duchess at Schliissclburg, 1 could 
not suppress a flood of tears, so affecting was the 
sight.” The duchess fell at lus feet, and begged 
him to intercede in favour of such an unhappy 
family. 

Princess Anne, with her husband, assumed the go¬ 
vernment, andMiinnichwas her chief counsellor j yet 
doubts soon arose whether he would be able to main¬ 
tain liimself in favour and be reconciled with his old 
adversary, Ostermann.j However, as often happens 
in Kussia, the new power was considered as well 
founded, and it was deliberated what measures 
should be taken, with respect to foreign affairs, after 
the death of the emperor, Charles VI. 


• Dispatch of the 3d of January, 1741. 
f Dispatch of the 2jtli of November. 
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CHAPTEK VIII. 

Austria—The Pragmatic Sanction—The death of Chttles VI.— 
Maria Theresa—Despondency in Vienna—Heliaiice on Prussia 
and England—Pretensions of Bavaria—Indignation excited by 
them in Vienna—Opinions in London, Petersburg, Paris, and 
Dresden. 

However interesting and instructing the preceding 
communications may be to the lover of history, the 
whole is detached and unconnected. It is not till 
the opening of the question of the Austrian succes¬ 
sion that a new centre arises for the contemplation 
and development of the affairs of Europe; the para¬ 
mount importance of which throws every thing else 
into the background. But whence were new claims 
and dangers to arise on an occasion Avhen every 
thing appeared to be fully decided, and placed above 
the reach of all doubt ? 

With respect to the succession to the Spanish 
monarchy, there were various important considera¬ 
tions at the beginning of the eighteenth century. 
Whether the house of Bourbon, or that of Ilapsburg, 
obtained the whole, or whether it was divided, it 
seemed that political prudence would be overlooked 
or justice violated. On the other hand, if the Aus¬ 
trian States were transferred from the male line to 
Maria Theresa, daughter of Charles VI., this would 
tend rather to weaken than to strengthen that 
power; besides, almost all Europe had accepted 
and guaranteed the natural, equitable, unobjection¬ 
able law of succession laid down by Charles VI., by 
the name of the Pragmatic Sanction. That the 
emperor endeavoured to obtain his object in the 
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way of justice atid amicable arrangement, and to 
prevent all wars, was very commendable; it Avould 
indeed have been better for his heiress if he had 
added p#wer to right, as on the other hand power 
has need to be supported by right. 

1 his is not the place to show in what manner that 
law of succession Avas projected,'examined, approved 
both at home and abroad, and IVfaria Theresa recog¬ 
nized as sole heiress to all her lather’s dominions. • - 

Charles A^l. died on the 20lli October 1740.* 
On the preceding day Mr. Robinson, the English 
ambassador, Avrote to Lrfindon,—“ Here, in Vienna, 
they are afraid of Turks, Saxons, Bavarians, and 
French.f The Grand Duke told to Mr. Borcke, ‘ The 
moment the emjieror dies I Avill give you a letter 
myself for your master. There is nobody but his 
Prussian majesty, and the kia|f of Great Britain, 
that I can rely on.’ ” 

Tavo days after the death of Charles VI. Mr. 
Robinson writes from Vienna,t—“ From the time 
that the emperor s sickness became serious I had 
obserAX*d too much the first effect of the consterna¬ 
tion of this people not to apprehend, from a stroke 
unprovided for, their throwing themselves absolutely 
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in their last despair upon the nftrey of France. 
Upon tlie approaching danger of losing the emperor; 
the Turks seemed to them alrcad)’’ in Hungary, the 
Hungarians themselves in arms, the Slkons in 
Bohemia, the Bavarians at the gates of Vienna, 
and France the soul of the whole. I not only saw 
them in despair, bill what was worse, tliat that very 
despair was not capable of rendering them truly and 
bravely desperate, lleferring to my former dis- 
})atches, and the instructions given me, I say boldly, 
lliat England and the house of Austria arc still 
entire wlien they be but men here. Count Zinzen- 
dorf said, sighing, ‘ Alas ! were there but one 
Eugene alive!' Self-preservation appears to the 
Austrian ministers as the first and solo object, with¬ 
out troublinsr themselves about the rest of Europe. 

“ Maria Theresa k^egnant, and during her fa¬ 
ther’s illness wa^ near miscarrying witli the cliild, 
which is still the uncertain pledge of the remains of 
tiiis family. Slie is now better, and was able at 
noon, after her father's death, to admit the chief 
dicasteries to kiss her hand, whom she confirmed in 
their posts till new orders. She was saluted by the 
title of queen. The grand-duke stood at a little dis¬ 
tance on the left hand, under tlie dais.* She takes 
upon hersetf the government in the very same man-*- 
ner as a new king would. ' Oh,’ cried the chan¬ 
cellor to me, ‘ were she but a man, with the very 
same endowments she lias.’ i, 

“' As to providing for the future,^’ said the chan¬ 
cellor, ‘ belieVi^me—and you need oqly judge of our 
present circumstances to bcli<^||^'jt-^we are most 
certainly doing it in every lighfri«d part wlmtever. 
Several things will be cqfcected, necessity will give 

D 



50 


FREDERICK 11. AND HIS TIMES. [CH. Till. 


new life to this fiew government. We will not, can¬ 
not, irritate France; we know you do not desire it. 
But for the rest, we might even be left to ourselves 
to be as^forward as you, had we money. In a word, 
let us come to 'ourselves a little; let us know your 
intentions more especially; wo‘will probe and sound 
those of France. You will not^must not, be angry 
if we can confine the war to the sea; you began it 
yourselves abruptly. It was indeed the boldest 
stroke to be found in history; but as things are, 
both the general state of Europe, and the particular 
state of our own affairs demand the utmost atten¬ 
tion and firmness.’ 

« “ With respect to foreign affairs,” concludes the 
ambassador, “ no change will be made till it is seen 
what Bavaria, Saxony, and Fisance do*.” 

Four days later, viz. oh 26th October, the 
ambassador writcs,-j-—“ An unacc(||^ntable notion has 
got into the heads of the populace here, more parti¬ 
cularly in the neighbourhood of the city, who fancy 
that all government is dissolved by the emperor’g 
death, and expect every day the elector of Bavaria 
to come and take possession of these countries. 
They have already assembled, and killed all the 
game in tftj neighbourhood of the vilUges. And 
"lyet Austria perfectly resisted the claims of Bavaria 
within a few months before the death of the em¬ 
peror. In fact, the Bavarian ambassador about this 
time brought ^ward the pretensions of his master 
to the whole of the Austrian succcssio^^and founded 
them on the w^l of the emperor Ferdmhd I. 

“ I observe^, this ground was entirely unsa- 

* Russia is pot again mentioned in this place, 
f Dispiiteb of 29th October. 
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tisfactory; first, because that will secured the succes¬ 
sion, not merely to the male descendants (as the Ba¬ 
varians affirmed), but to the legitimate descendants. 

“ Secondly, if Ferdinand I. had a right tb lay down 
the order of succession, Charles VI. must have had 
an equal right, and the most recent must be pre¬ 
ferred to the preceding. 

“ Never,” says Mr. Robinson, “ did I sec a man 
in such a passion as the chancellor. ‘ Such irregu¬ 
larity, such ambition, such injustice, such cruelty! * 
These were the least^f his expressions. ‘ But the 
court would act in another manner: they would 
begin by printing resolutions, but also take other 
measures, and that immediately.’ ” 

In fact, it was of much less importance what 
wishes Bavaria might entertain, than what support 
it would receive fi^ the greater pow'ors. Among 
these England^(engagcd equally by a sense of jus¬ 
tice and its situation) was firmly resolved to main¬ 
tain the Pragmatic Sanction inviolate. On the .3lst 
of October, Lord Harrington w’rotc to Mr. Robinson, 
" England and Holland will remain in strict alliance 
with Austria. The king cannot doubt of taking the 
most effectual means to secure the concurrence of 
the king of Prussia and the Czarina.' 

On the 26th of October (soon after the death %f 
the empress Anne) the neivs of the death of* the 
emperor arrived at St. Petersburg *. “ Ostermann,” 
writes Mr. Finch, “ was extremely tilarmcd and un¬ 
easy at He thought, that all the princes of 
Europe inttst now maturely consider, whether the 
house of Austria was to be maintained entire or 
abandoned, for that there was no mean or middle 
* Finch’s dispatch of 1st November, 1740. 

d2 
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between the two. Above all, it was important wlic- 
thcr France ^’ould abide by tlie guarantee of the 
Pragmatic Sanction or not. That if her politicians 
should determine her to the last, he however thought 
that all the powers of Europe should concur, unite, 
and co-operate, to carry the guarantee into execution, 

“ Another gi’ound for Ostermann’s apprehension 
is, that the hing of Prussia seems hitherto his own 
minister, and to act solely by his own advice. Every 
negotiation between England and llussia presup¬ 
poses the hing of Prussia’s accession to the treaty ; 
else I (Finch) must feel mys^' what difficulties this 
court might be in, and to Avhal menagement it might 
l||obligcd. 

A short time afterwards (the 9th of November) 
the English ambassador wrote4i’om Paris *, “ Car¬ 
dinal Fleury is said to have w^ten a very obliging 
letter to prince Lichtenstein, assurj^g him that the 
king of France will most conscientiously perform all 
the engagements into which he entered with the 
emperor during his life. It is thought, however, 
that Franco will take another course by which it will 
better attain its object; viz! by inducing certain per¬ 
sons to bring forward their claims till they go to war 
with each other; and that then France, under the 
^ecious pretext of maintaining general tranquillity, 
will join that party, from which it can obtain the 
greatest advantages, to overpower the rest; for if 
it were now to decide in favour of one, the other 
might immediately join England and it^i^jnends.” 

About the same time Saxony declarcdlf’, it would 

* state-paper Office, France, rul. luxviii. 
t Dispatch of Robinson, from Vienna, of 12th Novembec. State- 
paper Office. Austria, yol. cxxsii. 
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live in the best intelligence, and observe all its 
engagements, with the queen of Hungary. This 
declaration, and those of many other courts, were 
indeed satisfactory, yet most of them evaded the 
renewal of the guarantee of the Pragmatic Sanction. 


CHAPTER IX. 

Prussia—Frederick II.’g new plans and resolutions—I’rrofs from his 
Letters—Letter of the Grand Duke Francis to the Kin^, and his 
answer—His oflers to AuMria—Fupidarity of Maria Theresa— 
Complaints of the English Ambassador respecting Freilerick II. 
—Letter from Freilerick to the King of England, and his answer— 
Doubts and astonishment at Vienna—Serious accounts from 
—The pacific aud warlike ]*arties there. 

In the situation of the European powers up to this 
time, Prussia had aSted so subordinate a jiart that 
no impulse coul^ be given by it, nor any important 
rjuestion be decided by its influence. On lliis ac¬ 
count the court of Vienna bad contented itself with 
a conditional acceptance of the Pragmatic Sanction 
by Frederick William I., in Jiopes of being able in 
time easily to remove the existing objections, or to 
overcome the difficulties whicli might arise. With all 
this, however, the material interests aWhe had been 
considered and attended to, but the personal rblationl 
were overlooked, and these had certainly undergone 
a greater change by Frederick II.’s accession to the 
throne than any person had anticipated. 

To the titie of king which had been acquired by 
Frederick Kj Frederick William I.* had added a re- 

* Frederick William I., at his death ‘in 1740, left his successor an 
army of B9,090 men, consisting, aceurding to the official lists, of 66 
battalions of infantry (64,633 men); 60 squadrons of cuirassiers; 
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spectable powers it was the firm resolution of the new 
king to increase it and bring it into action. But liis 
pretensions to^uliers, East Friesland, and Mecklen¬ 
burg afibrded no scope fbr great activify, and least of 
all did they hold out an opportunity of acquiring mili¬ 
tary glory which should entitle him to a distinguished 
place in history. Yet this was the supreme object to 
which Frederick aspired. He u as fully sensible of the 
possibilities which the death of "Charles VI. opened 
to him. The merely conditional acceptance of the 
Pragmatic Sanction, as well as old claims to some 
principalities in Silesia, offered him a welcome excuse 
for taking his own course. We may, however, take 
it.for granted (on the ground of his own confessions), 
tnat even if Austria had earlier treated all these 
matters with the greatest prudence, and had removed 
all objections, the king would aot have been thereby 
diverted from the course he had taken. The plan 
originated in his will, and the deductions and mani¬ 
festoes drawn up and published afterwards, were 
merely supplementary. There was, notwithstand¬ 
ing, literally more right on his side than on that of 
the Bavarians, Saxons, ancbFrench; and Frederick's 
personal superiority gave him a weight, which all 
the other adversaries of the noble Maria Theresa 
w|Lnted, and which, in spite of all objections, is in 
tne end received in the history of the world at its 
full value, and creates more than it destroys. 

I have alluded to Frederick II.’s testimonies 
regarding himself, and will at least quote some of 

45 squadrons of dragoons; 9 squadrons of hussars (toi^ther 18,515); 
besidvs these, 7 garrison companies; 4 country regiments (4822), 
in Berlin, Magdeburg, Ststtin, and Konigsberg; one battalion of 
field artillery of 6 companies, and one battalion of garrison artillery 
of 4 companies. 
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them in this place before I proceed to the official 
correspondence. On the 26th of October, six days 
after the death of Chaides VI.,* he writes to A^oltaire: 

“ Tliis death deranges all my pacific notions, and 
I believe that in th# month of June, we shall have 
more to do with gunpowder, soldiers, and trenches, 
than with actresses, ballets and the theatre. It is the 
moment of the total change of the ancient political 
system: it is the stone which crushed the image com¬ 
posed of four metals, which Nebuchadnezzar saw.” 

The following passages are taken from hi.', corre¬ 
spondence with Jordan :f—“ Behold me at length in 
one of the fairest situations of my life, and in con¬ 
junctures which may lay solid foundation for ray 
reputation. Let the envious and the ignorant taSc; 
my plans will never be guided by them, but by 
glory. I love war, for the sake of glory; but if I 
were not a prince I should be only a philosopher. In 
shhrt, in this world everybody must follow his trade, 
and I have a fancy to resolve to do notliing by 
halves. My age, the lire of the passions, the desire 
of glory, even curiosity, to conceal nothing from you, 
in a u'ord, a secret instinct, have snatched me from 
the charms of repose Avhich I enjoyed; and the satis¬ 
faction of seeing my name in the gazettes, and, in 
the sequel, in history, has seduced me. But for 
this cursed desire of glory, I assure you thaf* I 
should think only of my tranquillity. What are 
fatigue, illness, and dangers in comparison with 
glory ? It is so mad a passion that 1 cannot con¬ 
ceive whjtt does not turn the brains of everybody.” 

So much as a preliminary indication of Frederick’s 

* (Euvres posthutnes, vol. ix. p. 1'26. 

f (Euvre.s posihiimes, vol. viii. p. 154, 155, 161, 103, 164, 210. 
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notions, referring the rcadqr to what he has himself 
written in the history of his times, rcsjiecting the 
grounds of liis views and resolutions. I add the 
tbllowing extracts from the very acttvc diplomatic 
correspondence of the last moifths of the year 1740. 

On the 29th of October, 1740, Mr. Guy Dickens 
writes*, that the death of the emperor had caused 
a great sensation at Berlin, but that there were 
many diverse opinions. Some expected great advan¬ 
tages for Prussia, and said (jaudeant bene urmati! 
On the 5tli of November, the ambassador gives an 
account of military deliberations and preparations* 
It could not long remain concealed from him, that 
Frederick did not enter into the views of England, 
respecting the integrity of the Austrian states, and 
was not inclined to sacrifice himself for the idea of 
the balance of Europe, in Avhi^ he remained in a 
very subordinate situation. 

Accordingly Dickens writes on the 19th of 
vember,—“ We wish that this young prince’s great 
reading, and in particular Rollin’s Ancient Histoiy, 
Avhicli is his favourite study, may not have filled his 
head with notions of imitating a CyTus or an Alex¬ 
ander.’ It Avas, hoAVCver, uncertain Avhether Fre¬ 
derick Avould turn tOAvards Cloves or Silesia. 

Meantime Mr. Robinson had Avritten from Vienna 
on*thc 9th of November the folloAving particulars:! 
“ As I hear the king of Prussia has already ansAvered 
the grand duke’s letter, and in a manner, as I am 
told, to the entire satisfaction of the grand duke* 
Mr. Borcke has likewise received, and shown me in 
confidence, a private letter from his court upon the 

* state-paper Office, Prussia, vol. li. 

I State-paper Office, Austria, vul. exeir. 
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same occasion. As it catnc to him out of cypher, I 
shall send the following substance or^ in the same 
manner. It iij^s to express ^hc king's satisfaction 
Avith Mr. Borcke’s diligence in giving the earliest 
adAice of the emperor's death, that he might assure 
the grand duke and this court, of his Prussian 
majesty's perfect friendship, and readiness to servo 
them on this important occasion; that his Prussian 
majesty’s situation, both ivitli respect to men and 
money, made his fi’iendship not to be neglected: 
that lie would enter into no engagements till he 
knew the intentions of this court; but then, this 
court must be quick in its resolutions, in the present 
imminent danger on all sides ; Avhich is so great, says 
Mr. Borcke's correspondent, that, to use a favourite 
expression of the late king of Prussia, ‘ a man can¬ 
not'put his head out of the Avindow Avithout a 
helgjet.’ Hereupon folloAvcd reflections on the 
existing state of political affairs, and the observation 
that an attack by Saxony and Bavaria AA'as at hand, 
unless it Avas prcA’cnted by gaining them in time. 
Mr Borcke had also communicated this letter to the 
grand duke.” 

On tlie Kith of NoA'omber. Mr. Robinson con¬ 
tinues .—'* The queen gains the he^ts of everybody; 
she shows an uncommon quickness in talking, a like 
judgment in digesting, and a no less resolution in 
supporting the Aveightiest affairs of state. Austria 
desires peace upon the Continent, but if France 
should propose a partition in favour of Bavaria, or 
make the smallest demand for itself, the court of 
Vienna Avill risk all for all. Borcke said to me, in ■ 
confidence, that the king of Prussia Avas very angry 
at the raillery and ridicule Airith Avhich the French 

D 3 
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treated him. It is believed here, that Frederick II. 
will only brin^ forward the question of tlie succes¬ 
sion of Julius and Berg, but that his pretensions 
will not be easily reconciled with the demands of 
Saxony.” 

On the 29th of November and 3rd of December, 
Mr. Guy Dickens complains,—“ Nobody here, great 
or small, dares make any representation to this 
young prince against the measures he is pursuing, 
though they are all sensible of the confusion which 
must follow. A prince who had the least regard to 
honour, truth, and justice, could not act the part he 
is going to do. But it is plain his only view was, 
to deceive us, and to conceal, for a Avhile, his ambi¬ 
tious and mischievous designs,” 

On the same day, the 3rd of December, Mr, 
Robinson writes from Vienna,^" Some time ago the 
French ambassador asked Mr. Von Borckc if it was 
true that his master had offered 40,000 men and his 
treasures to this court. Mr. Borckc answered, ‘ oontre 
qiii, M, rAmhassadem T The kingof Pi’ussia approved 
of the answer, and recommended his plenipotentiary 
to be very polite to M. De Mirepoix, and to sec him 
from time to time as to his Prussian majesty’s 
attachment for the court of France, but to be entirely 
upon the reserve^ as to certain points on which he, 
Mr. Borckc, was instructed. His Prussian majesty 
going on, commended the manner in which, Mr. 
Borcke had writ, I had talked to this court witli 
respect to the best intelligence and concert to be 
cultivated with that of Berlin, and to desire me to 
•continue in the same good way. He* proceeded to 


* Tkiii Ht, 1 believe, refers to the king. 
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expose the childishness of tins court in nmusing it¬ 
self with expectations of France, comjdiments, and let¬ 
ters of acknowledgment: and the letter w’hich Mr. 
Borcke receh'ed but yesterday, and gave me to read 
this moraing, concludes with acquainting him that 
his Prussian majesty is on the point of making a 
perpetii.'il and indissoluble union with the king of 
Great Britain.” 

Perhaps this was written to Mr. Von Borcke, in 
order, through liim, to feed the hopes of tlic court of 
Vienna; perhaps too, Frederick himself still believed 
at that time that he should be able to make the 
Austrians and English agree to his demands and 
offers Undoubtedly he was very far from the actual 
conclusion of an agreement with England. 

On the .'ith of December, Lord Harrington wrote 
from London to Mr. Robinson* :—" By all our last 
Ict^rs from different parts, the army which the king 
of Prussia has assembled, is thought to be meant to 
invade Silesia, and hold the same for himself; 
though some people indeed surmise, that the steps 
he is taking, may be in consequence of some concert 
with your court; whereas on the contrary others 
imagine, and especially from his having drawn some 
part of those troops from the side of Clevcs, that he 
has an understanding with Franco, and that he may 
mean to take Silesia, as an equivalent for Juliers 
and Berg.’’ 

A day before the writing of this letter (on the 4th 
of December), Frederick explained his plans more 
clearly, in an official letter to the king of England; 
and added as a postscript, in his own handwriting,f" 

* state-paper Office, Austria, rol. eszxiii. 
f State-paper Office, Royal Letters, vol. «ii. 
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.«1 should have written^ to your Majesty with my 
own hand, if I had not been ofcrwhclmed with bust- 
ness^ The c*pedition which I-am going to under¬ 
take-is bold (cit we), but it is the only means to 
save Germaity, which the Court of Vienna is ready 
to sei^ witli France. I hope that your majesty 
will give me, on this occasion, marks of your friend¬ 
ship, of which I have received so many assurances 
from 3 ’ou, and that the perfect union of the two 
courts will, in all things, tend to promote their 
common interests.” 

Nobody can well doubt that Frederick himself 
did not believe in the plan, which, in the postscript, 
he falsely ascribes to the courts of Vienna and Ver¬ 
sailles ; but it is equally difficult to conceive, how 
he could believe that such a groundless accusation 
would produce the slightest effect at London. 

About the same time, Robinson sent several dis¬ 
patches from Vienna. On the 5th of December he 
writes“ The news that Frederick may perhaps 
intend to attack Silesia has found too much impres¬ 
sion here; and this court has, notwithstanding the 
most gracious offers, made by his Prussian majesty, 
of his friendship, taken some precautions in Silesia, 
not to be sui’prized. That is to say, by marching 
4to the frontiers just as many troops as might show 
their diffidence of the court of Berlin, but not 
enough to resist any real attempt. I do not doubt 
the intentions of the king of Prussia are nothing 
less than to attack this court.* As Austria inclines 
to France, and sacrifices the good of E\jrope, Prussia 
'^ill unite with J5ngland.” 


* Robinson looked exclusively at lDp;1and and the Netherlands. 
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On the following day (;the 6th of December), 
Robinson observes The Austrian minister had 
received very alarming news from Berjin, but hc.cx- 
plains all in his own way, as if the object were 
Courland and Russia. 

“ The grand duke said on the lOtli of Qaccinbcr 
that the king of Prussia was the prince in the world 
who piqued himself most on his honour; ho would 
have no bad intentions against the Oueen.” 

While hopes and apprehensions alternated in 
Vienna, clouds were rising in other quarters. Thus 
Mr. Thompson, the English ambassador at Paris, 
in a dispatch of the 6tli of December, mentions the 
pretensions of Saxony, Bavaria, and Spain*. “ Mr. 
Wasner, the Austrian charge d'afiaires (he says in 
another place), tells me that everybody in Vienna is 
charmed with the new sovereign, and that she has 
already received the most friendly congratulations on 
her accession to the throne from the kings of Poland, 
Prussia, and Sardinia. But,” adds Thompson, “ the 
motion of troops which the king of Prussia is mak¬ 
ing puzzles most people here to know the meaning 
of it. 

‘• Mr. Wasner (dispatch of the 7th December) 
tells me that he still advises his court to be u]>on its 
guard, and to endeavour to put themselves in ^ 
situation to be able to act upon occasion without 
being a burthen to their friends. He has assured 
them over and over, that there is no dependence to 
be had upon the friendship of this court, notwith¬ 
standing all their professions; and that, on the 
cemtrary, he has great reason to believe, that Frame 


* Stai^-paper Office, France, vol. LYXxviii. 
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will traverse their schem^ as much as ever she can. 
First, because they khow the grand duke does not 
like the French; in the next^iace, oot of envy, that 
a person who is descended of a youngei; branch of 
their family, should bo preferred before the elder, 
and thal;. the duke of Lotrainc, who had formerly 
paid homage to "*the Ffench king, shonJd for the 
future have rank before him; and lastly, for his 
partiality to the English, which was so remarkable, 
while his liighncss was at Leghorn, that it was com¬ 
plained of. Not that he (Wasner) believes the 
cardinal will enter into a war, if he can possibly 
avoid it, because he knows him to be naturally a 
coward; but that if he can ,find means, underhand, 
to disappoint the duke of Lorraine, and to filch some 
little thing for himself, he will certainly d6 it.” 


CHAPT^H X. 

Erederick’!! Preparation for War^IIe and the English Ambassador 
on the Pragmatic Sanction, and the Balanced of Europe—on the 
Oinervance of Treaties—Pretensions of Frederick to Silesia— 
Anger and Complaints of the Austrian Patriots—Offers and De- 

f onds of Frederick—Gotier’s Audience of the Grand Duke—his 

nswer_Negotiations in Berlin—Account ^ven by the Grand 

Duke—Activity of Robinson—Remonstrances to Frederick. 

The six weeks that followed the death of Charles 
VI. were employed by Frederick in preparing, in 
every way, for war. The other powers very natu¬ 
rally urged him, with unceasing earnestness, to 
plain himself more clearly respecting his plans. 
Mr. Guy Dickens relates the following particulars 



1740.] FREDERICK II. AND MR. G. DICKENS. 63. 


of wiiat passed on this sublet in an audience which 
he had on the 6th of Deceinbef.* 

“ As I laid the greatest stress on the indivisibility 
of the Austi^ian monarchy, the king asked me what I 
meant by this ? I replied, ‘ Tlic itiaintenhncc of the 
Pragmatic Sanction.’ The king—' Do you, intend 
to support jt? I liope not,*Tor it is not my inten¬ 
tion.’—‘ England is bound to it, and so is your ma¬ 
jesty.’—To whicli he replied, he had t aken no such 
engagements, and if his father had, he was not 
obliged by them, nor could he stick to any which he 
had not himself contracted or ratified.” 


“ I endeavoured,” continues the ambassador, “ to 
prove the contrary, and observed that England and 
Holland would wonder at the measures whiih he 
took at a nlbmont when he desired to join with them, 
and had made friendly proposals. ^ asked him what 
I should write to England ? 

“ When I mentioned this, the king grew red in 
the face, and said, he knew I could not yet have 
instructions to ask him that question ; and if 1 had 
done it by order, he had an answer ready for me; 
that we had no right to inquire into his designs*® 
and that he had hover asked us any questions about 
our armaments at sea, and that all he did was to 
wish that wc may not be beaten by the Spaniards. 

“ I replied, that I had not asked out of mere curi¬ 


osity, but purely out of the sincere regard that I had 
always shown for his majesty’s welfare, and that I 
should be sorry to see him engaged in any under-' 


taking which he might have reason to regrset 
af]||rwards. ^'Frederick opened himself a little, aQ4 


* State-paper Office, Prussia, vol. li. 
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said that<|he h 9 ,d nothij^g but the public good in 
view; that he had weighed with the greatest attention 
the p^ns he had fc^med, eifhihined*^!! the advan¬ 
tages and disadvantages whiQ]|i could lesult from 
them wth Respect* to himself or the public; after 
Avhiclf he thought ha had l^othing else to do, but to 
support them witli vigour. ^ * 

“ The king having added some particulars re¬ 
specting his plans and demands, said, Austria, as a 
power, is necessary against the Turks, but in Ger¬ 
many she does not need to be so gi-eat but that 
three electors may be able to oppose her. He found 
it was our notion in England, as well as in France, 
to bring other princes ]|nder our tuition, but he 
would be led by neither. We were like the Athe¬ 
nians, Avho, whei^ Philip of Macedon w^ ready to 
invade them, spent their time in haranguing ; and 
at last gave me to understand (on my alluding to 
the aid and mediation of England in another direc¬ 
tion), that he had not muc|j at heart his pretensions 
towards the llhinc, being sensible that liis aggran¬ 
dizement in those parts jjvould always give jealousy 
to the Dutch, whereas neither they nor England 
could take any umbrage at the acquisitions he makes 
on this side.” 

It cannot be known how the king may have 
perhaps expressed himself, in the warmth of conver¬ 
sation, respecting the observance of treaties, but that 
he by no means made it depend exclusively on the 
^ife and death of princes, is sufficiently manifest 
from other circumstantial discussions id his works. 
As there are cases in private life, in whiwi the 
of contracts may be departed from, nay, in which 
they may be entirely dissolved, the same occurs also 
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in public affairs. Only iq the forincr there arc 
tribunals which "decide the questions submitted 
to them accordiftg to'^ncral rqlcs, dcterniinq^ the 
limits of thc^eviatioiij^and give it authori^; where¬ 
as there is Ho superior tribunal fqp pnnccs and 
states, and tlicy therefore ^ronoungc their owif ac¬ 
quittal, according to (lieir conscience, or their will. 
It is for history to confirm or rejpet these decisions, 
or at least, in doubtful cases, impartially to weigh 
the arguments on both sides. It is often considered 
as the best mode of proceeding, to detacli the indi¬ 
vidual caisc in question from all others; as it were, to 
anatomise it; but in iny opinion, by this dismem¬ 
bering, this destroying of ^11 connection, this dis- 
regai'd of causes and effects, wc find only wliat is 
subordmate^ insignificant, and in tl^e end false, not 
what is active, influential, and decisive. If justice 
had been according to the letter, for Geslcr against 
the Swiss, for Philip II. against the Netherlands, 
for England against North America, for Najmleoii 
in 1S13 against Prussia, it was however but “the 
letter which killeth.’’ It was, ^lerefore, justl)'- throAvn 
aside, and regard was had to the spiiit, whicli gives 
life to nations and conclaves, calls forth great seuM* 
ments and deeds, full)' proves the I’ight to indepeh- 
dent existence, and reveals the superintendence of a 
siq)rcmc Providence. 

The conduct of Frederick II. was far from ap- 
])earing in so clear a light in the year 1740. For if 
wc will allow Aai, the conditional adfceptance of the 
Pragmatic Sa^ion did not bind him to act in favouF 
of Apatria, t^t this power expressed itself equi¬ 
vocally with respect to the succession to Juliers, artd 
that the claim of •Prussia to some principalities in 
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Silesia was well founded, yet the king did not con¬ 
fine himself to these limits, was not actuated by 
thes^ motives, and before he bad giten proofs of his 
great character, his actions appeared to most people 
as the rcshlt of" Egotism alone. We are, therefore, 
ver^far front %lanjing fhe grief and the anger of 
the Austrian pafriots of those days^ though a retro¬ 
spective view of the last liundredUycars proves to us, 
that Providence had greater ends to accomplish, 
through Frederick, and the exaltation of Prussia, 
than could at that time be conceived or presaged. 
All the works of true genius in arts, science, and 
politics, are at first a mystery, till congenial spirits 
exclaim —numine and in the end, that 

which was inconceivable and rejected, becomes uni; 
versally acknowledged and admired. * 

At that lime nobody was more painfully affected 
by the course of events, than the Austrian minister 
Bartenstcin. According to Mr. Robinson’s dispatch 
of the iOth of December, he said to the Dutch am¬ 
bassador, “ never was a character like that of the 
king of Prussia; he had foreseen and foretold it, 
ever since he was employed by the late emperor to 
WBte to the late king of Prussia, whicli saved his 
Prussian majesty’s life. Such dissimulation ! such 
a heart! That he should discover himself too, at a 
time when everything was so peaceable everywhere 
else. For, in one word, the queen has no one power 
in Europe to fear, but the king of Prussia!” 

Mr. Robinson* still considered these notions 
-REud apprehensions to be foolish, but was soon con¬ 
vinced to the contrary. Four days later (cy^the 
14th of December), he writes:—“ The grand nuke 
sfu(k to me,' you will believe at la^ tliat the king of 
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Prussia is coining to Silesia V ‘ Yes! but L hope as 
a friend.’—'If he comes as an enem)^’ continued the 
grand duke, ‘ he Vill gfct nothing from us ; and he 
comes Avith a,n intent to force us to enter into joint 
measures Avith him. to aggrandize ifimself elsewhere, 
the method is tlie AA'orst that he oould'have taken.’ ” 

“Mr.Von Boroke communicated to me an order of 
the 7th of Tlecemher, to the effect that he should 
take an audience of the grand duke, to assure the 
court of his Prussian majesty’s most absolute and 
entire friendship; to conjure the queen and his 
highness not to be alarmed; that time Avould shoAV 
the extent of the goodness of his majesty's inten¬ 
tions ; that his entrance iidp Silesia AA'as ineA’ilable 
—nay, necessary for the balance of Europe, for the 
preservatioif of the a- cry constitution of the empire, 
and for the safety of the house of Austria in parti¬ 
cular. That for all Ihesc scA cral great ends, he Avas 
ready to concert the properest measures AA'ith this 
court, the maritime j)OA\'crs, and Russia; and to 
give a ftirther proof of such his intentions, as avcII 
as to calm any uneasiness of this court, he had 
AA'i-itten and sent to be presented bj'him (Mr. Borcke) 
tAvo letters, one for the queen, the other for hk 
highness. 

“ "Wlien Mr. Borcke (dispatch of the 19th De¬ 
cember) presented the king’s letter to the grand 
duke, the latter said, this Avas the greatest riddle 
in the Avorld, and he conjured the king of Prussia 
not to proceed in this manner. Many believed that 
the Avhble is nterely intended to induce the court at 
Vi^pia to m^e certain concessions Avith respect to 
.Tuliers and Berg.” 

The author o^he Anti-machiavel could not expect 
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to remove all difficulties by bare words and petty 
arts. It necessary to enter into the facts. Ac¬ 
cordingly, the Prussian ambassador Von Gottcr had 
a long audience of the grand duke on the 18th of 
December, respecting wjiich his highness gave the 
following account te Mr. Robinson* :—" Mr. Gottcr 
said, he came with safety for the house of Austria 
in one hand, and the imperial crown for the grand 
duke in the other; that his master's men and money 
were at the queen’s service, and would be the more 
agreeable, as it was supposed she was so much in 
need of both, in a time when she could trust to no¬ 
body, but so considerable a prince as his Prussian 
majesty, and the allies 4hat he proposed to bring 
along with him into her interest. Those allies were 
the maritime powers and Russia, which lie offered to 
engage in the common cause. That, with such a 
union of Brandenburg, Austria, England, Russia, 
and Holland, his Prussian majesty, the great pro¬ 
moter and soul of such an alliance, was the only one 
who had anything to fear by the situation of his 
states; so that, certain as it was that he should b# a 
loser on one side, it was but just that he should 
gain something on the other. To encourage him, 
therefore, to go on with so great an enterprise, the 
queen could not give him less than the whole duchy 
of Silesia! 

" I humbly leave your lordship to judge of the 
grand duke’s astonishment; he told me himself, and 
I know it from others, that he kept his temper, 
notwithstanding several presumptuous and threat¬ 
ening declarations which fell from Mr. Gottcft.^ in 


• Disnafeh of the 21 st December, 1740, 
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that blustering, noisy manner, which makes the 
chief qualification of the king of Prus^’s grand 
marshal; and whose elevation to that post was a.s 
great a sui’prise, to all who had known him and seen 
him here creep up from the lowe^ scale of life, as 
his present mission to the same court is, upon so 
extraordinary an occasion. To hear him sjicak, said 
the grand duke, one would have thouglit his master 
in full march to Constantinople with liis invincible 
troops. Nobody was so firm in his resolutions as 
his Prussian majesty; enter he must and woukl 
into Silesia; once entered, lie would and must pro¬ 
ceed; and if not secured by the immediate cession 
of Silesia, the same men and money were equally at 
the service of Saxony and l^varia. 

“ The duke answered, that nothing could be more 
salutary than the king’s jilan ; but the mischief 
was, that he reasoned ^'ery wi’ong, from such good 
])rinciples ; that it was the king himself who liad 
nothing to fear in the uniting so many consider¬ 
able powers; whereas, the fjueen had the most, if 
not everything to fear. Not that her majesty for 
that reason declined entering into the king’s jilan; 
it was, on the contrary, apjiroA ed liere, and, for 
that very reason, this court, ilie duke said, had 
upon the first overture of his Prussian majesty's 
general profession of friendship, and at his own re¬ 


quest, sent immediately a minister of confidence, 
with full instructions to negotiate at Berlin itself, 
whatever should be found reasonable and practicable 
for that prince’s satisfaction. But instead of entering 


into any business with that minister, or making the 
Icas^emand or pretension upon the queen, the king 


marched a considerable body of troops into Silesia, 
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and then only made a peremptory demand of the 
^ best pro\%ce that belonged to her, aDd which, were 
it in her power to part with anything, was that which 
she could the least divest herself of. But it was 
neither in her ^ower to grant away what was so 
strongly and indivisibly entailed, nor was she in so 
low a condition as to treat with an enemy while he 
was in her dominions. 

“ Whereupon the Duke expatiated to Mr. Gottcr 
upon the wide scene of confusion which the king 
of Prussia’s impatience was opening. It might 
be equally disadvantageous to him and others, and 
might have been spared by the king’s proceeding 
only in the common forms of business, and giving 
himself time to learn the true sentiments of tliis 
court to him; not indeed to gratify unjust views, but 
in serving him in everything that was reasonable 
and possible. 

“ Mr. Gotter answered, there was nothing then for 
him to do, and he would go back that very day. 
His highness said. Are your troops actually in Si¬ 
lesia 1 Gotter replied, they must certainly be there. 
The duke said. Go then, return to your master, and 
tell him that while he has a man in Silesia, we have 
not a word to say to him. We ^vill perish first, or 
save ourselves at any rate or hazard; but if either 
he is not entered and will abstain from entering, or 
if entering, will return, we will immediately treat 
with him at Berlin. Botta has already instructions; 
others shall be sent to him this very day, ad there 
are means of gratifying the king, without his pressing 
to extort from us what is not in our power to g^ant. 

“Mr. Gottcr secined to mollify upon this, and 
under pretext ? of excusing himself towards his 
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master for sending a courier, instead of bringing 
back the duke’s answer desired his Jiighness to* 
give him as much in writing, which the duke re¬ 
fused, as inconsistent with the queen’s and his 
dignity, while the king was supposed to be in her 
estates. \\’hereupon Gottcr promised to send a 
courier, though protesting it was to no purpose; 
and accordingly, two couriers have been sent, one 
from this court to Berlin, and one from Gottcr to 
the king, wherever he might be met: but the latter 
did not go till yesterday morning at the break of 
day. 

“ The duke told me further, that surely there were 
never any man s hopes so unseasonably blasted as 
his. He had himself formed the same idea as the 
king of Prussia. He had flattered himself the mari¬ 
time powers, and particularly the king, had the 
same opinion of the necessity of such a great alli¬ 
ance as that in question. He knew the danger 
which the queen would run, and as to the hopes 
founded on England and Holland there was too 
VKich ground for alarm to counterbalance them. If 
that should not be compassed, this court would first 
employ every subject that could bear arms, the very 
gold vessels from the altar, to resist the first impe¬ 
tuosity of the king, and afterwards save themselves 
when and how tlicy could. 

“ I endeavoured,” says Robinson, “ to convince 
Borckc and Gottcr, by all possible arguments, of 
the absurdity of that plan, and staid with the gen¬ 
tlemen nearly three hours; sifted and turned them 
in every light; heard a thousand particulars from 
Gottcr of the genius and luimoui- of his master. 
Young, rash, presumptuous, ungovernable; in a 
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iford, the strange stmixturc of ambition and aTaricc; 
•and nlm was the wosst, these two (^tigratted upon 
so ma^ good points, as to appear virtues to the 
king Iffiself. 

“ Gottcr liimsclf does not approve of his master's 
proceeding; he protests, he said as mucli at Berlin 
to the king with the greatest liberty; and surely 
if he spoke with as much liberty as he has written 
(for I have seen all his dispatches), one cannot de¬ 
sire a better pftture of the master who can suffer to 
be so conversed with, nor of the minister who can do 
it in such a manner. In a word, nothing is omitted 
by the two ministers, Boreke and Gottcr, to show 
the king all the rashness, the injustice, and ill con¬ 
sequences, both to himself and all Europe, of his 
present attempt.” 

An intimation from Prussia, that the king would 
bo satisfied with part of Silesia, was not attended to 
in Vienna, so long as I’rederick did not desist from 
his attack. Eobinson of his own authority offered 
the mediation of the maritime powers which, how¬ 
ever, did not interrupt the progress of events, (f# 
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Ov a nearer examination of the preceding narra¬ 
tive sonic minor questions and doubts present them¬ 
selves. Did Frederick, in order to alarm—to strike 
awe—commission his ambassador to use such bold, 
tlireatcning, arrogant language, or did the latter, 
conformably with his own character, act in this 
manner withont positive direction ? or did the grand 
duke, who was naturally offended, represent what 
licilcard in stronger colours ? were the communica¬ 
tions of the Prussian ambassadors to llie English 
complete and sincere, or did they wish in this 
instance also to deceive and to gain time ? 

Now that we arc acquainted witli the events of 
the succeeding years, it may be asked, with respect 
to the main point, why did not Austria voluntarily 
accept the proposals, to which it afterwards was com¬ 
pelled to agree ? Why did it not spare itself ruinous 
wars ? Why did it not gain in Frederick a power¬ 
fully ally ? I answer, there was at that time no 
prophet who could see into futurity, or if any one 
Lad prophesied, he would, like Cas^dra, have met 
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with no credit. Even the most timid coidd not^ 
without disgracing himself, propose, at that time, 
that pup of the finest provinces should he given up 
without a struggle, by the ancient, powerful, imperial 
house, to the newly made king—the former Mar¬ 
grave of Brandenburg. And, after making this 
acquisition with such uncx])ected ease, would not 
the ambitious claimant have required still more— 
would not all who were eager for aggrandizement 
have been ttiereby encouraged to fall upon the 
inheritance of Charles VI. as an easy prey ? The 
king’s declarations, as if it depended upon him to 
conclude great alliances for Austria, as if he had 
the principal powers, as it were, in his train—were 
considered as vain boastings; the more so, because the 
court of Vienna could certainly depend upon Eng¬ 
land and Holland, and had reason at that time to 
believe itself secure of France and Kussia. Thus 
the most urgent remonstrances to Frederick* were 
made by Russia to induce him to desist from his 
■plans against Austria; and Louis XV. said of him 
on this occasion,—“ This man is inad.”-|- 

An ambassadorial dispatch from Paris of the 17th 
December says :—“ As to the march of the Prussian 
troops to Silesia, everybody seems to be in amaze¬ 
ment about it; they have never heard of any pre¬ 
tensions his Prussian majesty had to any part of the 
Austrian succession. Frederick William I. had 
guaranteed it; there was no dispute between the 
two courts; Frederick II. declaimed his resolution of 
supporting these engagements to the utmost, ever 

* Dispatch from St. Petersburg of 20th December. State-paper 
Office, Russia, vol. xxviii. 

f Cet homme la ^ ful! Dispatch from Paris of the 24th Decern* 
ber. State-paper Office, France, vol. Ixxxviii. 
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since the emperor's death ; every one of which 
circumstances contributes to mahe this stop the more 
unaccountable. Prince Liclitenstcin and Wasnor 
are quite startled at it, and seem to apprehend the 
worst Avithout knoAvintj for Avhat reason. 

“ Spain is preparing to begin Avar against Austria 
in Italy. Here, in Paris, the pretensions Averc not 
contradicted, only they declared their inability to 
support them. Cardinal Fleury said to the Spanish 
ambassador, Avhat lie had heard of thb bail state of 
the Spanish army, that the men Avere naked and the 
ofneers spunged upon the conA'ents. Canipo Florido 
oAvned this to bo in a manner true, but said at the 
same time, that, in such a case as the present, S])ain 
AA'Ould not want money; to Avhich the cardinal rc]»licd: 
Let Spain begin by putting hersell' in a posture of 
defence, and then we shall see !” This Avas lioAvever 
a matter of gi'cat dilliculty, for when mention was 
made in Spain of imposing a new tenth,* the people 
were extremely incensed, and many said, a Avar Avas 
of no use whatever to the country, and the only 
ol^ct of it Avas to jirovide for the queen’s younger 
son, Don Philip. 

Meantime the Prussians had entered the Silesian 
territory on the 23rd of December,t and, as they 
said, as friends. At the beginning they paid for 
corn and bread, gav^e paper rccci])ts, thereby deceived 
some,]; paralysed the exertions of others, but in¬ 
censed those Avho looked upon all this as deception 
and delusion. 

At the same time Frederick caused new proposals 

a 

* State-paper Office, France, vol. Ixxsiz. Dispatch of 4th January, 
1741. f CEuvr. pnsth. i. 136. 

J Dispatch from Vienna of 28th December. 
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to be made, more equitable than the first, and upon 
■which perhaps sn agreement might have been made, 
if they had been brought forward earlier, and in a 
temperate manner by negotiation. But now the 
court of Vienna was justly indignant, and would not, 
for the salvc of its honour, suffer anything to be 
extorted from it by a Jiostile attack. The particulars 
arc given in a dispatch of Robinson, dated Vienna, 
the 4<h January, 17-41.* 

“ Gotter,” he says, “ had on the Isl of January 
another audience of the grand duke. He offered 
in general, money, men, the imperial crown, and 
conveniences for the court; security of the Prag¬ 
matic Sanction, and a pcrjictual alliance, to be fortified 
and confirmed by the additional union of England 
and Russia. ‘ And it is for all Silesia,’ said the duke, 
‘ that you make this offer ?’ ‘ That would be too much, 
and Schwiebus will be too little,’ answered Gotter. 
‘ How, at such a ^Stance, shall we come together V 
said the duke. To which Gotter answered: ‘ It is 
neither for all Silesia nor for one half of it, but for 
a good part indeed; and that, the nearest to the 
Prussian frontiers. This too, the king wiU pay your 
price for, by an immediate purchase or by^an 
apparent loan.’ To c.xplain the last expression he 
proposed, that such a part of Silesia as he hinted at, 
might (not to ajipcar to infringe the Pragmatic 
Sanction) be left to Prussia upon the foot of a public 
mortgage; and in virtue of a secret article, whereby 
this court should premise, that whenever the grand 
duke should be emperor, and everything should be 
quite pacified, then, and not till then, the king should 
have a fresh assurance, by way of treaty, that this 

* Slate-paper Office, vol. cxxxv. 
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family should never redeem this pai^ of Silesia; for 
which the king would lay down a sum of tlircc or 
four millions, as it should be agreed upon, and keep 
a garrison there of five or six hundred men only, 

“To this, over and above all that had been hinted 
before, (letter added, that besides these, this court 
might make use of the king's forces for the ])rcserva- 
tion of the franquillity of the einjure. The king 
would keej) ready 10.000 men, for either Italy or 
the Low Countries, as occasion should require. 'Iho 
duke gave no other encouragement to tliis ]iri.posal, 
wluMi ])resscd by these gentlemen to let them know, 
after all that had been offered, whether the king's 
]>lan was entirely to be despaired of, than by saying, 
that he ‘ hoped not so, neither.' And when they asked, 
further, leave to apply to the minister, he consented, 
if they thought proper, to Count Zinzendorf. 

“ The next morning, Zinzendorf and »Stahrcmberg 
were shut up with the duke for tln-ee hours in his 
closet. In the evening the Prussian ministers went 
to Count Zinzendorf, wlien things were opened in 
tlih same manner as to the duke. The ch.'incellor 
insisted upon tlieir giving as much in writing, which 
they refused, for fear, as they said, of being betrayed 
to France. Whereupon the chancellor contented 
himself with taking down some loose minutes of the 
proposals, and (Totter olfercd to return the next day 
w'ith his full powers and all his written instructions, 
of which he, the chancellor, oj; any ])erson to be 
IrSsted, might take down before him such extracts 
as he, the chancellor, pleased. This was accord¬ 
ingly done yesterday. But they refused what Zin¬ 
zendorf insisted on, which was, to name specially 
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what they mewt, by a good part of Silesia; and 
only left it to uiis court to make what use it pleased 
of the particular information it now had, of the true 
intentions of the king. The Prussian ambassador 
communicated all to me, and requested rny support. 
Prom Zinzendorfs expressions, 1 infer, that the 
court of Vienna is much shaken by the ofl’ers of 
Prussia. 

“ Bartenstein opposes every agreement with Prus¬ 
sia, and reports, that the king has required that war 
shall be declared against France, and yet this court 
has nothing to rely on but France. He is French 
mad.” 

A dispatch of Robinson’s of the 7th of January, 
gives further particulars :— 

“ The king has advanced further into Silesia, and 
has taken possession of Breslau. The grand duke 
complains; i, that the powers of the Prussian am¬ 
bassador are insufficient; 2, that they have not said, 
what is to be understood by a good part of Silesia; 

3, that the notion of a loan and pledge properly 
came from Gotlcr Imnsclf •, 4, tliat ever^ \dnd of 
cession dissolved the Pragmatic flanctlon and In¬ 
vited other pretensions ; 5, that th^ Prussians were 
in the Austrian states. 

“ From the grand duke I went to the Prussian 
ambassador, and discovered, but too plainly, the 
defect in Getter’s power, the uncertainty of the 
success of his own -project of a mortgage, his in¬ 
ability to explain what was meant by a good part 
of Silesia, and, in one word, from the perusal he 
gave me of a long instruction he had jcceived that 
morning from his court, wherein, many things from 
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hence Avero misunderstood, and many things from 
thence misrepresented, tlie absolute ihipossibility of 
proceeding upon any immediate negotiation. 

“ TJie last instructions Avere dated from Berlin, 
the 30th past, in ansAA'cr to Getter’s first letter from 
Vienna, and accompanied Avith a short letter fi-om 
the king, of the 3rd of January, at Breslau. It is a 
pity, that the king lias no minister Avith him ; and 
the negotiations are carried on by Avay of Berlin, 
AA'hilc he is rapidly adA'ancing. 

“ The most remarkable thing that ha])pcncd at tho 
conference Avith the Austrian ministers Avas, that wc 
Avere told, as if Mr. Borckc had let appear, as if his 
first instructions, for the demand of all Silesia, had 
been dated the 1 bill of November, but Avhich, he said, 
he had orders not to open, till a certain day given; 
and this da}' AA'as found to correspond Avith that time 
that the king intended to enter Silesia. With re¬ 
spect to this, Mr. Gotter had corrected him, by pre¬ 
tending that he should not haA'c said open but read. 
Whereupon, I took the liberty to remark that this 
discovery might serve to dissipate a great many re¬ 
ports; for if the king had, so early as the of 
NoA’ember, let lus eiiAoy here know tJic secret in¬ 
tention of denutoding Silesia, and of inA'ading that 
province, the thought must at least have been con¬ 
ceived some days before; and consecpiently from tho 
28th of October, Avhen the king heard first of the 
Emperors death, he could not IniA'e hud time to con¬ 
ceit AA’itli this court the inAasid'n of Silesia, as Avas 
supposed in France, nor Avilh France as was sup¬ 
posed in Holland, nor much less Avitli the king of 
England, as’seemed to be surmised here. 

“In the latest instructions of the 26th of December, 
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the king says, he will be content with a good part of 
Silesia, He has besides commissioned Mr, Von 
G'otter, to say verbally, that on all occasions in 
which he may be able to assist the queen of Hungary 
to preserve the grandeur of her house, and to indem¬ 
nify herself for the bagateUa which she is going to 
lose on this occasion, he will do it witli all his heart,” 
On the 5th of January, an Austrian answer to the 
following ctfect was published:—“ When the king 
invaded Silesia, all ivas tranquil, and no danger ex¬ 
isting; but in such a case, even the laws of the em¬ 
pire bind every member of the empire to protect 
the party unjustly attacked; how much more bind¬ 
ing, then, is the guarantee of the Pragmatic Sanction! 
But if such ties arc not valid, on wliat security can 
the lioiisc of Austria depend ? An alliance between 
the maritime powers, Austria and Prussia, already 
exists; the intention of those allies is not to deprive 
the queen of Hungary of a part of her states, but to 
preserve them entire and inviolate. The queen will 
not cede all Silesia, nor a part of it, but will renew 
tlie alliance, provided that the Pragmatic Sanction 
be not directly or indirectly infringed, that the right 
of no third party be violated, and that the Prus¬ 
sian army immediately quit her dominions. In lier 
opinion this is the only methad compatible with 
equity and justice, the fundamental laws of the em¬ 
pire, as well as the welfare and balance of all Europe. 
For the same reason, this is the only way which is 
conformable with the real glory of the king of 
Prussia; and the queen does not hesitate earnestly 
to entreat him to adopt it; nay, she conjures him by 
all the considerations which may malA impression 
on the heart of a great prince.” 
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Though all the proposals of Prussia were in fact 
wholly rejected by this answer, Mr. Bobinson used 
all his efforts to prove to Mr. Gottcr* how the ne¬ 
gotiations might be continued, and what was to be 
done. G otter, however, despaired of convincing his 
master, who, without an immediate advantage, would 
look upon all the rest as so much wind. 

Gutter thought of going on the following day to 
the king, but the physicians would not permit it. 
When the Austrian ministers heard of the delay, 
they thought that the illness was feigned, and the 
chancellor sent to speak with Mr. llorckc: he too it 
seems had a fever, and desired to be excused. 
Whereupon he received a letter from the chancellor, 
he was to take his measures to leave this place in a 
few days. 

Robinson was dissatisfied with this turn of things, 
and thought! that Austria might have expressed 
itself more clearly; have made the king of Prussia 
some positive offer, and, as Gottcr wished, have de¬ 
signated the part of Silesia, which it was willing to 
cede in exchange for other advantages. Nay, 
when the king, by the intervention of the elector of 
Maycnce, demanded Liegnitz, Woldlan, and Brieg, 
tJicy gave him an answer similar to the preceding, 
offering the king a kind of an act of oblivion and a 
promise not to insist upon damages! 

The court of Vienna erred in not stopping at what 
appeai’cd to be literally right, or a point of honour, 

* Dispatch of the Hih of January, 1741. State-paper OfBce, 
Austria, vol. cxxxt. 

0 f Dispatch of the 17ih of January. 
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an# in its not unnatural excitement forgot what 
policy at that moment required or imposed. Least of 
all was it well advised to use any expressions towards 
a prince like Frederick, that resembled ridicule or 
contempt. Accordingly he said to the English am¬ 
bassador at Berlin,* he would sooner perish than 
desert from his undertaking; he would not have 
other powers imagine he would be intimidated by 
menaces, and whoever should do it, or think of 
more effectual measures, he would show them, he 
was readier than they to give the first box on the 
car. In case of extremity he would join France, 
and would kick and bite on all sides, and lay every¬ 
thing waste before them. 

On the 30tli of January, 1741, Frederick wrote 
from Berlin to the king of England “ I am 
charmed to see by the letter which your majesty 
has just written to me, that I was not mistaken in 
tlie confidence which I placed in you, from the fa¬ 
vourable manner in which you speak of my enter- 
prize in Silesia. Having had no alhance with any¬ 
body, I liave not been able to open my mind to 
everybody, but seeing the good intentions of your 
majesty, I consider you already as my ally, from 
whom 1 ought in future to keep nothing hid o£ 
secret. 

“ 1 must then inform you that 1 have taken posses¬ 
sion of all Silesia (except two wTetched forts, into 


* Dispatches of the 31st of January and 4th of February, 1741. 
State-paper Ot&ce, Prussia, rul. lii. 

-f- Slate-paper Ottice, Royal Letters, vol. vii. I have, it is true, bad 
only a copy in my hands, but from various reasons ain^Ily persuaded 
that the origual was by Frederick II, himself. This is also indicated 
'by the inisttlkes in the orthogiaphy. 
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which the officers of the queen of Bohemia have ve^ 
imprudently thrown some troops, and which cannot 
hold out); that I have driven Mr. Braun into Moravia, 
and that if I had the smallest intention of overthrow¬ 
ing the house of Austria, it would have depended 
only on myself, to have advanced to Vienna. But not 
having any right, except to a part of Silesia, 1 have " 
stopped where its frontiers end. Far from desiring 
to disturb Europe, I pretend to nothing, except 
that regard be paid to my incontestable rights, and 
that justice be done me, without my being obliged to 
push things to extremity, and to keep no measure 
in future with the court of Vienna. 

" I infinitely value the friendship of your majesty 
and the common interest of the Protestant princes, 
Avhich require, that those who are oppressed on ac¬ 
count of their religion, shall be supported. The 
tyrannical government under which the Silesians 
have groaned is dreadful, and the barbarity of the 
Catholics towards them is not to bo expressed. If 
these Protestants lose me, they have no resource 
left. 1 believe that the reasons which I have just 
given your majesty are sufficient, but 1 think I see 
still stronger ones, in the interest of your majesty; for 
if ever you wish to gain a faithful and ever constant 
ally, this is the molltcnt. Our interest, our religion, 
our blood, are the same, and it would be melancholy 
if Ave Avere seen to act in a manner contrary to each 
other, by Avhich other jealous neighbours Avould not 
fail to profit. It Avould be still more melancholy 
to oblige me to concur in the great designs of 
France, Avhicji, however, 1 have no intention of doing, 
unless I ai8 forced; Avhercas at present, ;^ur ma¬ 
jesty finds me most adA-antageously inclined for your 



84 


FREDERICK II. AND HIS TIMES. [CH. Xt. 

interest, ready to enter into your views, and to act 
in all things in conceA with you. I am, with the 
most perfect esteem, your good and faithful brother 
and friend, 

“ Frederick. 

I forgot to inform you that I have concluded a 
defensive alliance with Kussia.” 

Tlie king of England in his answer exhorts him 
to a speedy reconciliation, in which he will willingly 
co-operate, as far as alliances and engagements 
permit. The loose, undiplomatic manner in which 
Frederick mentions his alliance with Russia, had 
doubtless been thought singular in London. We 
therefore find at the conclusion of the English 
answer; “ Postscript: I also thank you for informing 
me of your alliance with Russia.” 

“ After the departure of Gotter from Vienna, the 
king wrote a letter in his own hand to the grand 
duke, though directed to his highness by another 
liand,* wherein, alter repeated assurances of his 
friendship for the queen and the grand duke, he 
concluded by saying, that his heart had no share in 
the mischief which his army was doing to the court. 
The duke’s answer was, that whatever might be the 
fortune of the present war, he should be always the 
king's friend. 

“ Mr. Barten stein lays down for a first principle 
that the attempt to rectify the king, without ruffling 
him, is as much lost trouble as washing a Moor 
■white; that his father’s 12',000 men upon the Rhine 

« Qo^^nipn’s dispatch of the 22nd of February. State-paper 
Office, Austria, vol, cxxxr. 
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did more harm than good; that his friendship 
would be worse than his enmity, particularly under 
the present circumstances of the imperial election; 
inasn^nch as the gaining of his vote, would be an 
absolute loss of that of Treves; and the least recon¬ 
ciliation with him, an absolute alienation from the 
king of Poland. Prussia, he said, ought rather to 
be entirely disarmed.” 

Such language and wishes may be well excused in 
a warm friend of his country, but they were not be¬ 
coming a statesman who ought to understand tlic 
present, to look into the future, and to distinguish 
what is possible from that which is impossible. 

Lord Harrington indeed wrote to llobinson. that 
if remonstrances did not avail it was intended to 
drive the king from Silesia by arms; but the inten¬ 
tion was not the execution, and direct assistance 
from England was not to be obtained. Accordingly 
Lord Harrington immediately adds, that if Austria 
wished to make an arrangement with Prussia, Eng¬ 
land was ready to lend its mediation. 

The English government was more and more im¬ 
pelled to take this course, the more attentively it 
considered the situation of all the European powers, 
of which I shall presently speak at length. As early 
as March it gav6 advice, at Vienna, to agree with 
the king of Prussia, which advice was rejected with 
disgust.* Any cession to Prussia, it was alleged, 
would lead to general demands and a universal war. 
They confidently hoped to overcome Prussia, and to 
derive great advantages from the changes in llussia. 

* Dispatch of 29th of March. State-paper Oii|fe^ Austria, 
Tol. cxxxvi. 
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In April, England a^in urged, at Vienna, the 
necessity * of a reconciliation with Prussia; because 
othferwisc a war with France would be doubly dan¬ 
gerous.—In*pain. 

Hereupon the English coui-t applied, through 
Lord Hyndford, to the king of Prussia.f The lat¬ 
ter answered, that he would willingly settle with 
Austria in the manner already proposed; and then 
most zealously cotat to an understanding respecting 
everything that he had offered from the very begin¬ 
ning, as well for the consolidation of the house of 
Austria as of the liberties of Europe. And as, not¬ 
withstanding the advantageous offers made to him, 
he had not entered into any engagements with 
France, and was at full liberty to accept equitable 
conditions, which the king of England might obtain 
for him, from the court of Vienna, he earnestly re¬ 
quested him to proceed with the greatest possible 
expedition in this affair. 

At Vienna they were still convinced that the pacific 
party in France would preponderate; or if not, it 
would then be time enough to make an arrangement 
with Prussia. Thus all the representations of Eng¬ 
land were of no avail. On the 6th of May Austria 
again refused any cession to Prussia; and king Fre¬ 
derick declared, that he perceived with the greatest 
regret that those serious endeavours had been fruit¬ 
less. On tlic 10th of May he wrote to Lord Hynd¬ 
ford, —“ As it was not for me to make more ad¬ 
vances than I have done, without being assured of 


• Dispatch of 17th April, 
t Dispatches of March and May, 
t State-paper Office, Ausjpa, vol. cxxxvL 
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the sentiments of the court of Vienna, I shall wait 
patiently for its answer.” ^ 

Frcdericlc had the mcu'e reason to say this, as. he 
had gained, on the 10th of April, the battle of Mol- 
witz, anH was in possession of the greatest part of 
Silesia; and in the increasing intricacy of the affairs 
of Europe, his influence on the result became more 
and more decisive. 

On tlic 12th of May, 1741,* the king wrote from 
Molwitz to his minister, Podcwils 1 send you, in 
very bad French, the letter of a very good German. 
You will find in it the reasoning of a violent patriot, 
but I think that it will be a document capable of 
making an impression upon a plenipotentiary. Wc 
have to do, on one hand, with the most obstinate 
people in Europe; and on the other, with the most 
ambitious. As the part of an honest man among 
rogues is a very dangerous matter, and to be cun¬ 
ning among cheats is a desperate attempt, the suc¬ 
cess of which is very equivocal, what is to be done ? 
War and negotiation. This is precisely what your 
very humble servant and his minister arc doing. If 
anything is to be gained by being honest men, wc 
shall be so; and if it is necessary to cheat, let us be 
rogues. 1 am, with esteem, dear Podewils, your 
faithful friend.” 

The last words do not indeed sbund as if they 
had been written by the author of the Anti-Machia- 
vel; but then they are merely uttered in jest, and the 
serious question was only, on what side Prussia 
should place itself in this decisive crisis, and how it 


State-paper Office, Prussia, vol. liv. 
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should shake off the si^ordinate character to which 
it had hitherto been confined, and acquire an inde¬ 
pendent existence. 


CHAPTER XII. 

Russia.—T he Regent Anne—The Czar hran —Winterfeld iii Russia 
—Miinuicli’s /jon'er,’#rogance, and dismissal — Bestuclicff’s false 
accusations against Biron.-S weuen—T he Diet—Parties—Corrup¬ 
tion—Tlie Queen—War between Sweden and Russia—The alter- 
uate declarations of France respecting the Pragmatic Sanction- 
New plaus of France and Spain—^Project of a Treaty between the 
two Powers—^The Queen—Distress and discontent in Spain. 

After liaving communicated various particulars 
relative to the affairs of Austria and Prussia, up to 
May 1741, it seems necessary to go back to'^ther 
European powers. We will begin with the dis¬ 
patches from St. Petersburg. 

Biron was overthrown, Anne and her husband at 
the head of affairs, Munnich the most influential 
minister, and the Princess Elizabeth (on account of 
her pretensions to the throne) guarded and flattered 
at the same time. On the 20th of December the 
ambassador Finch writes :*—“ The day before yes¬ 
terday was the l^rincess Elizabeth’s birth-day. The 
grand duchess Anne presented her with bracelets; 
the infant Czar Iwan sent her a gold snuft'-box with 
the Russian eagle upon it; and the salt-office re¬ 
ceived orders to pay her 40,000 rubles. The king 
of |*russia has sent hither Major Winterfeld, who 


*' State-paper Office, Russia, vul. xxviii. 
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has married Munnich’s step-daughter.” On the 
30thDecember the aml^ssaaor continues:—" Miin- 
nich is inclined to the opinion that Austria shguld 
in som||,way satisfy and gain Prussia.” Besides the 
reasons arising from the affair itself, others, to 
which the field-marshal is n^t indifferent, may have 
co-operated. The king of Prussia gave his son-in- 
law, Malzalin, a colonel’s commission, and sent liim 
a diamond ring, which he had worn himself^ and to 
his son he gave Gieben (7) an cs^te on the Oder. 

The jjrince of Brunswick, on tlic other hand, is 
dissatisfied tliat his generalissimo is an empty title, 
and he is but little consulted and attended to; while 
the violent, hated Miinnich directs everything. The 
prince said * he was under many obligations to 
Miinnich, but it did not follow that he was to act 
the gfrand vizier; and if he consulted only his own 
inordinate ambition and the natural violence of his 
temper, he might by his own folly draw on his own 
ruin. 

The more Miinnich inclined to Prussia, and gave 
the king occasion to add to his letter to the king of 
England the postscrijit respecting an alliance with 
Russia, the more zealously did other jiartics endea¬ 
vour to counteract it; respecting ivliich Frederick 
gives sufficient intimations in the Histor}’of his 
Times.” 

On the 3rd and 7th of March, Finch writes from 
St. Petersburg:—“ Field-marshal Munnicli is dis¬ 
missed. When Lbwcnwoldc brought him the mes¬ 
sage, he replied, that ‘ he looked upon this dismis¬ 
sion to be the greatest favour tlic regent could 


• Dispatch of yoth of Febniary, 1741, 
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bestow on him, and he received it with the most per¬ 
fect gratitude and subi^ssion.’ His family was not 
so ^composed as he; and when countess Miinnich 
took leave of the prince of Brunswick wit^^ars in 
her eyes, her husband said, ‘ Madam. I hope ^u will 
not express any signs of sorrow on this great mark 
of his highness’ grace and favour, which ought to 
give you as great joy and satisfaction as it docs 
me.’ 

“ I'hc regent faid, ‘ that Miinnich had over¬ 
thrown the duke of Courland more out of ambition 
than from attachment to her; that therefore, though 
she might reap the benefits of the treachery, she 
could not esteem the traitor. There ivas no en¬ 
during the field-marshars overbearing temper any 
longer, since, contrary to her express and repeated 
orders, he had boldness enough to contradict, on 
several occasions, those of her husband. That he 
had too much ambition, restless temper, and enter- 
prizing genius to bo trusted. That he should go 
to his estates in tJie Ukraine, and there end his days 
quietly if he pleased.’ 

“ Information that the duke of Courland is most 
rigorously * treated, has reached the regent, and 
Miinnich’s fall has afforded the duke the first consola¬ 
tion. It is expected tliat the duke will open a scene 
by which it will plainly appear, that the author of his 
ruin (Miinnich) was the first projector of his re¬ 
gency ; who alone suggested to him that thought, 
and animated him to accept it, engaged to carry it 
into execution, and to support him in it.” 

Fdvir days afterwards (on the 14th March) Finch 


* Dispatch of 10th of March. 
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^v^itcs, that “ Miinnich still jcinains in Petersburg, 
and his family, near the regent, causes uneasiness 
among his adversariesmany think he will citdier 
regain gi'ound, or lose more. 

“ Bestuchcff has brought the most violent accu¬ 
sations against the duke of Courland, and they have 
been confronted together. The duke denies all; 
so, M’a^■ing the ordinary method of torture, which 
must have been eni])loyed on ^lis occasion, the 
duke said, that he would own everything laid to his 
charge to be true, if Bestuchefl'would now confirm 
it, as he would answer for it to God at the last day. 
The duke said this in so solemn a manner, and with 
so assured a countenance, that the whole commis¬ 
sion was struck ; and the other, being seized with a 
violent and convulsive trembling, fell on his knees, 
and cried that he could not stand this, but must own 
the truth, and ask God’s and the duke’s pardon, 
lie confessed that he had falsely charged that prince, 
upon an insinuation and assurance of the field-mar¬ 
shal, tliat this was the only wa}' to save his own 
life, honour, and family. The affair took such a 
turn, that the ])rincc of Brunswick said, the duke 
was no more guilty than he himself w as; nor had 
done any one thing, which any body else in his place 
would not have done.” ^ 

. Amidst all these domestic intrigues foreign affairs 
attracted much attention, especially the increasing 
misunderstanding between liussia and Sweden. I 
extract the following from the official dispatches:— 

On the 14th of November, 1740, the English 
ambassador in Stockholm complains* of the incrcas- 


• State-paper Office, Sireden, vol. Ixxviii. 
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ing influence of the Flinch ambassador on the king 
of Sweden. That the English government would 
not hazard greater sums in the present instance 
without certain hopes of success; nay, that l^gland 
would not even pay half of the money hitherto 
required, because Ilussia had greater interest in 
avoiding a war. 

On the 9th of December, the ambassador writes, 
“ The speaki^r of the peasants has engaged himself 
to bo our friend for the value of 100 ducats that he 
has already touched. The majority of voices depends 
on giving money; the demands for money arc 
grj^dually I’ising.” 

In the dispatches of later 3 'ears* we find state¬ 
ments of what the clerg)^ nobles, citizens, and 
peasants (all without exception) received; nay, thp 
ambassador writes, " The nobles arc to be had by 
the highest bidder, as we purchase cattle in Smith- 
field ; but Sweden is not worth so much money ! 

“ On the strictest examination, if the king of 
Sweden and his subjects arc to be distinguished 
into different parties, I cannot find half a dozen 
likely to embrace his majesty’s side,f amongst the 
nobility and gcntrjf;. The sentiments of the clergy 
in general seem very difTercnt, hitherto, from those 
of the upper house, and among the twenty-five mem¬ 
bers they have chose to be of their select committee, 
seventeen arc reckoned to be of the king’s party.” 

“ A considerable majority of the boors seems 
hitherto to be the same way inclined, but none of 
this Jjody have a right to assist at the secret 
committee. * 

* Dispatches of 3Ist October, 17-lG, ami the 3rd October, 1747. 

\ Dispatch of 23rd December, 1740. 
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“ Amongst the burghers in general, his majesty 
may reckon about thirty attached to his interest; the 
rest of this number, which passes eighty, are either 
wavering or in the opposition, and in the secret 
committee of the burghers there are scarce any of 
the first. 

None but members are allowed to be present* 
at a debate in any of the assemblies of the states, 
which makes it difficult to hear what passes among 
them; but two of the college of the nobles have 
offered for the value of J 00/. to bring me an account, 
every other day, of what passes in their house during 
the whole diet. I have made each of them a present 
already of a suit of clothes, which they greatly 
w’antcd,f by way of earnest. 

“ The Queen of Sweden’s coldness to the senators 
Count Gyllenborg, Baron llosen, and M. Sparre 
(friends of Mademoiselle Taube), is notorious to 
everybody who attends her court, not only by her 
majesty’s never speaking to, or taking notice of 
them, but by the refusing them to kiss her hand, 
when other senators, and people of inferior dis¬ 
tinction, arc, by custom, admitted to that honour; 
and by frequently ordering the dinner, after it is 
served, to be removed into her private apartment, if 
her majesty perceives cither of them in the room 
when she is going to sit down to table in public; 
fof otherwise they have a liberty to eat at the same 
table as often as they please, and without invitation. 


• Dispatch of 2iid Janunr)-, 1741. State-paper Office, Streden, 
Tol. Ixxix. 


f Dispatch of 13th January, 1741. 
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“ Audiences by the king are insignificant^ talking 
a great desfl about hunting.* * 

" Che boors have made reports against the pre¬ 
parations for war,f quite unexpected by the nobility, 
•who nevcf imagined the former would "3are to 
meddle in such affairs. Some doubt, if they have a 
right, according to the constitution.” 

“ There are great quarrels in the diet.| The 
chaplain wh^preached at court, and who is himself 
a member of tlie secret committee, took his text out 
of the gospel — ‘Every kingdom divided against 
itself, is brought to desolation—from which he took 
occasion to reproach the king for his indolence; the 
ht^se of nobles, for being composed of hot-headed 
young men; and the members of his own committee, 
for praying for peace, and declaring war. Many of 
those who are more sober and wealthier begin to 
think of the consequences of a war, but the younger 
men, the officers that have no property to lose, and 
hope for advancement, call in the diet for a war.” 

Thus this party, wliich was besides encouraged 
by France, at length triumphed. On the 21st of July, 
the diet decided on war. The English ambassador 
afterwards ivrote:—“ The declaration of war against 
Russia is superfitml, the quarrel groundless, and 
a too great influence of Russia might have been 
avoided in some other manner,” 

At all events, these quarrels occupied those two 
powers in such a manner, that they could not for 
the present meddle with the aflairs ofipcentral 
Europe. 

* Dispatch of ‘||Sth Februoty. 
f Dispatch of 20th Febcuaiy. 
t Dispatch of 2Gth Februaiy. 
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May now return to France, and see how it 
inaintcfins, or rather changes its position, and^ives 
a different meaning to its engagements. On the 
3Ist Dlecembcr, the English ambassador writes 
from Paris :*—“ The Austrian ambassadors arc very 
much discouraged, and fear that France will not 
abide by. its guarantee of the Austrian successions. 
They are astonished at the conduct of Naples, 
Spain, and Prussia. On the other hai^, the French 
minister, Amclot, complains that Austria imposed 
on France, by making it to believe tliat the Prag¬ 
matic Sanction prejudiced nobody, whereas at pre¬ 
sent, almost everybody pretends to some part of the 
emperor’s succession.” 

This objection was certainly insufficient, for it was 
the business of France to examine before it under- 
took the guarantee, or, if tliis had been neglected, 
to do it now in an impartial manner. 

" Mr. Wasner,’’ continues the ambassador on the 
14th January, 1741,f “reminded Cardinal Floury, 
with much elocpience, of the duties of France, and that 
it depended upon it to preserve tranquillity and 
order. Fleury and King Louis XV. assured him, 
(Wasner) they would perform ^ the engagements 
into which they had entered. 5^t the same time 
M. de Bray, the Saxon plenipotentiary, asked Mr. 
Amelot, the French minister of foreign affairs, what 
he thought of the war in Silesia. M. Amelot told 
him, that at first this court imagined it was a thing 
concerted with the court of Vienna, and therefore 
did not give themselves much trouble about it; 
but that, at present, theyi^ad changed their opinion, 

* state-paper OiBce, France, vol. Ixnviii. 
f Ibid. vol. Uxxix. 
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and France was ready td agree with England , iftd 
Holland, respecting the measures to Be adojftedl . < 
“ Mr. Wasner seems persuaded that, Frande 
had no hand in encouraging the king of Prussia, 
and on the contrary believes they woulS not be 
sorry to know how to get him back again; fqr he is 
strengthening himself in such a manner, .that it is 
given out, he will have at least 200,000 men at tlie 
end of this year. It seems the Cardinal encourages 
both sides; which of the two are to be the dupes at 
last of this finessing, must, 1 think, be left to time 
to discover. 

‘f In Spain three great taxes arc imposed :* First, 
10 ‘ per cent, upon all landed estates, houses and 
rents whatsoever. Secondly, the increase of the Alca- 
vala by 4 per cent. Thirdly, an augmentation of thO 
salt tax from 40 to 53 reals per fanega. Lastly, it is^ 
proposed to reduce salaries and pensions one-third— 
all which excites great discontent. France has 
refused, for the present, permission for Spanish 
troops to pass through its territory, j 

“ It is well known” (says a dispatch of the 8th of 
February), “ that the excursion of tl^c king of Prussia 
into Silesia is verwwelcome to the court of Madrid, 
and Campo Floridn wrote thither,^ that this step 
of the king of Prussia had given a particular plea¬ 
sure to Cardinal Floury, who (being animated and 
encouraged by these disturbances,) might be pre¬ 
vailed u])on to favour the designs of Spain. Now, 
however, nothing could be done, it would iJl neces¬ 
sary to wait for the decision at Franckforij to turn 

* State-papci Office, dispalih of 14th January, 1741. 
f Dispatch of 2Sth January. 

t This is the opinion of Campo Florido respecting the plant of the 
French. We however find the contrary in a Spanish dispatch.^ 
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tW^ectioD in favour of Saxony or Bavaria, or at 
least io ftnbroil matters so as to gain time^ 7|/iat 
such a.dclay would not only do no harm to the two 
crowns, but on the contrary be to their advantage, 
inasmuch as the English would be all this while 
esdioasting their treasures and ruining their com¬ 
merce, and France would be getting herself out of 
the difficulties she labours under at present, frotn 
the scarcify t)f provisions.” 

On this the Spanish minister observed: Franco 
intended to dccch'c Spain, to make terms with 
Austria, perha])s for advantages in the IS’ctherhinds, 
and leave Spain in the lurch as she had done in the 
last war. 

According to a dispatch of the 14th of April’*', 
Cardinal Fleiiry said about this time to the liussian 
aniibassadur. Prince Cantemir, *“'lhat France was 
under no sort of obligation to suppi^rt the Pragmatic 
Sanction, the empire never having guaranteed the 
last treiiky between France and the emperor. How¬ 
ever, the Cardinal declared about the same time, 
that the king of France would not begin a war, 
linlcss he was obliged to do it. 

In an English dispatch from Pws of the 10th of 
May, it is stated, that the Spanish ambassador, in 
the name of his king, made vehement reproaches to 
Cardinal Floury, which the latter politely repelled, 
and then produced the following draught of a 
treatyf. 

1 . Thd^lcctor of Bavaria to be emperor. 

2. For the war in Italy, France furnishes S0,000 
men, Spain 50,000, and Nafles 15,000. 

• Stata-paper Office, France, vol. xc. 

t Diepatch from Vienna of 5th of May. State-paper Office, 
A uatria, vol. csjuvi. 
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3. Spain shall have Port Mahon and Gibraltar; 
a Spanish prince to have Tuscany, Parma, Piacenza, 
and a part of Lombardy. 

4. The English to bo for ever excluded from the 
Assicnto contract. 

Cuba to be divided between France and 
Spain. 

*■ (j. S])ain is not to oppose the projects which France 
has upon the Netherlands ; 

7. Nor tlie measures of two northern powers, 
which France has gained over on the condition that 
Spain agrees to this treaty. 

“ These proposals were far from meeting with the 
expected ajjprobation in Madrid ; on the contrary, 
the queen of Spain* was so much exasperated about 
France, that she has told an intimate of hers, th^t 
she would willingly* give the queen of Hungary con¬ 
siderable sums ^ily to have Parma and Piacenza, 
and that she would guarantee the Pragmatic Sanc¬ 
tion over and above, on purpose to be rcvijpfagcd on 
France.” 

It was not till the 22d of July (by which time so 
many changes had taken place in the state of public 
affairs), that Sp^n gave the following answer to the 
above proposals:— 

It is indifferent to Spain who is emperor, pro¬ 
vided only that the claims brought forward are 
acltnowledged : 

For the war in Italy, it would furnish 30,000 
■men; respecting the partition of the co^uests, it 
could not yet say anything ; could not tie its hands 
with respect to the Assi«ito contract, nor approve of 


State-ftaper Office, France, vol. zc. 



1741.] 


HY^DFORD’s NEGOTIATIONS. 


99 


Frftnch conquests in the Netherlands ; it could not 
recognise the right of Bavaria to Bohemia, nor give 
up any part of Cuba, nor ente r into (lie plans of the 
northern powers, till it knew what j.owcj-s and plans 
were meant. 

Cardinal Flcury was very mucii dissatisfied with 
this answer; it came, however, loo la'.e (o contri¬ 
bute anything to the preservation of peace. 


cliAPTi-iR xni. 

Xcj'OtUtioiis of Loiil Ilyiulfoiil with I'icderick II.—Coulempo.aiy 
Nrgotlitions of liolniisoii at Viuiiua rcsjiucliu^ a Itocouciliafioii 
with Prussia—Aversion of the Queen and of tlie (fraud Duke— 
Character of Maria Theresa—^Terror in Vienna at the Treaty of 
Prussia with France—Resolution at Paris—Austrian Proposals of 
."Cessions in the Ketlicrlands to PiussiiM»DucUuod by Frederick— 
Robinson and Hyiidford in the Camp of Fiederick—Unsuccessful 
Negotiations. « 

Tiioo^ Cardinal Fleury towards the end of May, 
1741, still spoke of his love of peace*, so many pre¬ 
parations for war were carried on at the .same time, 
that the English could not but more earnestly wish 
and promote a reconciliation between Prussia and 
Austria. Frederick, too, entered**into fresh nego¬ 
tiations, but more to gain time, than because ho 
believed the possibility of a favourable result. 'J'ho 
following extracts exjdain the course of (ivents:— 
On the I3th of May, 1741, Eord llyndford gives, 
from Briislau, the following account of an audience of 
the kingl:—“ The latter was very animated and warm 

* Dispatch of the 24th May, from Paris. Siate-papcr Office,- 
France, vol. xc. 

f State-paper Office, Prussia, vol. liii. 
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respecting England's conduct and' the declarations 
in parliament. To Lord Hyndford’s question, what 
he demanded, the minister Podcwils, who was pre> 
sent, answered, ‘ Lower Silesia and Breslauand the 
king added, ‘ The queen of Hungary may think her¬ 
self happy to escape so well, for you sec it is in my 
power to make myself master of all Silcs^, and next 
of Moravia; there is nothing to stop me but the 
small town of Olmiitz, which is of no great consc- 
tpiepce, and then all communication with Bohemia is 
cut off. But notwithstanding my victories, I will still 
be reasonable.’ To the question, whether he Avould 
maintain the remaining part of the Pragmatic Sanc¬ 
tion, and give his vote for the election of the em¬ 
peror, he answered, ‘ Y es.’ ” Even on the 1 Ith of June, 
Frederick* declared that ho would be contented with 
four duchies of SiltSiia that were conveniently sittf- 
ated for him. ^ 

It was, doubtless, with reference to these declar¬ 
ations, that Lord Harrington wrote on thc^st of 
June to Mr. llobinson at Viennaf, that he should 
do everything possible to induce Maria Theresa to 
accede to the demands of Prussia, which were so 
greatly moderated, and then hasten to the king to 
complete arrangements. Not a moment was to be 
lost, otherwise Prussia would join with France, and 
a long, doubly dangerous war would ensue. After 
the most urgent recommendations of this affair, 
Harrington continues:—" In these scenes of danger, 
which threaten, not one or two of the queen’s pro¬ 
vinces, but her whole security, is it possible that 
your court should deliberate upon buying one of the 

* State-paper OfSce, Prussia, vol. liii. 
t 8tate-paper 01!|ce, Austria, vol. cxxxvii. 
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most powerful cticmies by the mortgage of one dis* 
trict of a little more or loss extent in Silesia. If, 
however, they continue under their infatuation, you 
must let them feel*’ that his majesty considers it a 
very ill return to the many efiective and expensive 
proofs lie has given of his disposition to assist and 
support i^stria. ]3ut by its own obstinacy and 
folly, it will plunge itself and England into a dan* 
gerous war.” 

Accordingl}^ on the 24th of June, fresh negc^* 
ations were commenced at Vienna, of which Robin¬ 
son on the 27th scuds the following account:— 
“ Opinions (he says) are divided; Bartenstein, for 
example, maintains that it would be .belter to give up 
all the Italian possessions to the king of Sardinia*, 
than a foot of land to the king of Prussia. Tlic grand 
dtikc will not even advise thd*’"cession of Glogau, 
but that he could not and woujd not advise the 
queen to give one inch more, nor would he even ad¬ 
vise tmit, upon any other footing than that of a re¬ 
deemable mortgage; words that he repeated over 
and over again. 'I'hat were he even to pretend to 
advise the giving any more, or in any other manner, 
lie ivould in confidence tell me, he should not have 
credit enough with the queen to obtain it. But so 
far from pretending to go himself any further, he 
should look upon any man whate’^er in the queen’s 
court who should do so, as the greatest traitor. It 
was not for want of deference to the king's advice, 
or of a true sense of the queen’s danger, and of 
that of all Europe: it was only the nature of the 
thing, and the situation of the counties demanded by 
Prussia, that made it impracticable. Once pos- 

* Without doubt, excited feeli^ had their influence here. 
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«csscd of tlie four duchies, he Avas not only master of 
the whole of Silesia, hut of Moravia and Bohemia*, 
when he sliould please to put his further ambitious 
yioAvs in execution. It is youi^negotiations upon 
impracticabilities which ruin us. 

“ The grand duke agreed Avith me as to the de¬ 
struction Avliich his rashness might pos|fibly bring 
upon himself, the queen, and all England; bathe 
himself could not .stand tlie storm, and perhaps I 
A^tw%not enough acquainted with his situation. He 
''fiuilfercd more than 1 knew in the minds of the 
queen's subjects, for his so gieat and long confi¬ 
dence in hoj)ing better of the king tlian he dcseiwed. 

“ "When I to^ him that England Avould by its 
situation be the last to snirer, in the destruction 
Avhich I saAv his court Avas bringing upon Ins OApi 
head and England, ‘Yes,’ he said, ‘that cursed diteh 
Avhich separates you from the continent. ^Vculd to 
God that you Averc upon the latter, then you Avoi’dd 
feel like us. If the Earl of llarrington Averfe king, 
in the midst of the German tcrritorie.s, and they de¬ 
manded the best and most necessary part of them, 
Avoidd he ghe it up?’ I said, yes; if his own fate 
and that of England depended upon it. as absolutely 
as that of the (jueen and all Euro])e depends upon 
the sacrifice of little more or less in Filcsia. The 
grand duke conceded that lie woidd ratlur re¬ 
nounce all crowns, and CAcn the imperial eroAvn, than 
acquire them at th.c co.st of his consort. 

“ As for the latter, slic has all the most amiable 
qualities imaginable, and indeed talents more than 
proper to her little experience; but cA^cn these ta- 


^ This opinkin iras &tl confirn ud in tho i.eq' el. 
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lents are sometimes carried away with too much 
vivacity. She has, and probably always will have, 
spirit enough to be governed; but she has not, as yet 
at least, knowlcdgci, to govern; she trusts to the 
graces of her behaviour to make impression, and 
that botli renders her easier, and readier to breathe 
out to cert^ persons her complaints, when she gains 
upon herself to stifle her passion. It was in this 
manner that .some weeks ago she let drop to the 
nuncio, that her allies were forcing her into a 
treaty tlian tJiat of Uelgrade, meaning the propOSaff; 
of ceding Lower Silesia with Breslau.” 

On the 27(h .lime, Robinson repeated his repre¬ 
sentations to the grand duke and his ministers, 
but was equally unsuccessful. “ (^ogan,” he says, 
might perhaps have done; nothing more could be 
done, be the event, l:e the extremity wJiat it ivoiild; 
the (piecn being al;soliitely averse to the gimng 
anything at all in Silesia, wliicli threw the council into 
the greatest eniharrassnient and divisiem. Probably 
the grand duke is secret .y of anotlier mind. Count 
Stahrenilicrg told me, he waited IbrCod’s higher 
interference wliatwas to be done: t;pou whi;h 1 re¬ 
commended him to the help of (bid!’ third con¬ 
sultation with tlic ministers was eifimlly uiw ccessful, 
and in truth it was now too late. 

Tired of the long delay, and djajten to a resolution 
by the existing state of affairs, rrcderick had se¬ 
cretly concluded a treaty with France on the 5th 
.June*, the existence of which was known iiiLondonf 


* Valory, Memoires, vol. i., lOS. 

f Letter from Lord Harrington of 24(11 June. Stute-ji Office, 
Austria, vol, rxxxvi. 
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on the 24tli July, ami probablyimniediately after¬ 
wards in ViAfna. 

Bespeoting a '^nsultation with the Prussian 
ministers, Bobinson writes, “W^ en they heard of 
the treaty between Prussia, France, and Bavaria, 
they fell back into their chairs like dead men. It 
was loo late, and in truth it was neith^ more nor 
less tlian lliey had expected, and <yet they had not 
acted. Maria Tliercsa and the grand duke com- 
pl^ained loudly of the equivocal behaviour of the king 
^'Prussia. 1 still entertain a good hope of with¬ 
drawing liim from France.”—After an audience 
with Maria Theresa, the ambassador writes further, 
“ The queen dqcs yet seem capable of an universal 
rcflection. Editing about Silesia, attached as it 
were to that single object which pinches the most, 
she betrayed, I hope, the narrow way of thinking 
rather of those whom she mostly hearkens to, than 
those talents which I flatter myself, will with time, 
shoot out to more advantage.” 

On the 1st of July the English ambassador writes 
from Paris *:—“ Mr. Wasner relates from good au¬ 
thority, that peace or war had been debated in 
council a few days ago, and that it had been carried 
for the latter. But when, or where, is not said. 
When Wasner said to Cajgdinal Fleury he heard 
that Bavaria had fpllccted an army, and that 40,000 
Frenchmen were going to join it, his Eminence 
laughed, without ever saying anything to the 
contrary.” 

On the 2nd of July the ambassador states, that it 
had been resolved upon to assist Bavaria, and to 


* state-paper Office, France, vol. cx. 
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send an army into Bohemia^ Fleury had been.com¬ 
pelled to give way to the advocates ftfr war. 

Meantime Lord Hyndfordstlj^ad laid»bcforo the 
king of Prulsia tiM first reply ofthe court of Vienna. 
“ lie called it (w4t^ Hyndford on the 24th of July*) 
a silly, weak and impertinent answer, worthy of the 
court of Vienna. I must give them another battle, for 
they will4 ever lie reasonable till I have driven them 
quite out of the country, IVhcn his compensation 
in Silesia or the Netherlands was spoken of, with 
the intimation that he should only askf^, lit! ll^d 
with a smile, ‘ If I am to make a demand, 1 will ask 
enough, for 1 will have all Brabant, Flanders, High 
(iuelders, in short all that Austria possesses in that 
part of the world, and 1 will keepl^c Lower Sildiia 
until I am in possession of those countries.’ ’ 

Hyndford erred greatly when he imagined that 
the king was pleased with the very inconsiderable 
offers made him in the Netherlands. He was not 
at all desirous to prepare great dangers for himself 
at a distance, instead of getting possessions nearer 
home. 

Upon his urgent demand that Austria should de¬ 
fine txactly what it would cede, it offered for an 
alliance, for a vote in the imperial election, and the 
evacuation of Silesia—nothing, but Austrian Guel- 
derland, and in case of the utj^qst need, Limburg 
and two millions (guilders ?) 

Conformably to a command of Harrington, Robin¬ 
son himself at length hastened from Vienna to 

• Stair-p.ipcr Office, Austria, vol. cxxxvii. 
t On the other hand Austria likewise thought of securing the 
neutrality of France by a cession of territory in the Netherlands, 
State-paper Office, Prussia, vol. xxxiii. Dispatch of 25th July, 

F 3 
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Silesia. On the 3rd of August he'^wites fnom 
Breslau*, " Wlthave information that the king is not 
absolutely «ngagea^^th France till the 12th of 
August, so that it iTOic utmost tii^o to come to some 
conclusion with him. Podcwils however said, that 
without satisfying his master s pretensions in Silesia, 
nothing was to be—^nothing could be done. 

On the 7th of August, llobinson and%lyndford 
had an audience of the king in his camp at Strchlen. 
“ ^^cn I, writes llobinsonj-. mentioned the two 
itiOTon guilders, (for 1 kept still in the general) for 
which his majesty would be pleased to retire out 
of Silesia: ‘ Do you take me for a beggar,’ cried he ? 
‘ I retire out of Silesia ? and fcjr money '! who have 
cofdumed so mulh treasure and blood in the con¬ 
quest of it. No sir, no ! it is not to be thou^it of! 
If you have no bettor proposals to m^c, it is not 
worth while talMng.’ These words were accompanied 
with threatening gestures and marks of great anger. 

“ ‘ Lot us see however what,there is more ?’ I now 
ofll^d Austrian Gueldcrland. ‘ What do you mean 
by that ?’ 'The king turning to Podewils said, ‘ Qui 
est ce qui nous reste do toute la Gueldre ?’—‘ Hardly 
anything.’ The king added; 'All4.hisis rubbish! 
What, such a nest, for all my just claims in Silesia?’ 
His indignation increased li^^re, in proportion to 
my keeping a prof^pd silence, and to my not break¬ 
ing it but to beseech his majesty to lay out some 
attention upon n liat 1 had said. 

< " My lord, his contempt of wdiat I had so said, 
was so great, and expressed in such violent terms, 

> * State-pai'ei Office, Austria, vol, cxxxvii. 

, t Cgniparc the account given by the king in the “ History of his 
own Tjnies.” 
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that if ever 4t was time* to make the last effort, by 
offering the whole duchy,of Limbttrg, a nlomcnt 
longer was not to be lost, .^j^ndcr tluB king from 
dismissing us. I^cxtollcd the'^rocliy to the utmost, 
described it in the most favourable terms, and added, 
that the elector Palatine had been willing to give 
the whole duchy of Berg for it. Here Mr. von Po- 
dewils idferrupted me, and said, precisely the con¬ 
trary was true, the elector had not been ready to 
give Berg for it, 

“ The king said, ‘ he could not conceive Itow 
Austria could dare to think of violating so solemn 
an engagement, which renders evci'y inch of ground 
of theNcthcrland.s inalienable.’ This, I replied, is only 
the case as concerns the French. Tike king said, ‘ Ttat 
is yodr present interpretation, but the French pre¬ 
tend it was more a stipulation in their favour than 
against them ; that as to himself he had no desire 
to aggrandize himself in those parts, which were 
useless to liirn, much less to lay out money in new 
fortifications; (which llobinson had recommeni^j|kcl.) 
Am I not fortifying Glogau and Brieg ? Those I 
have are sufficient, for one who intends to live well 
with his neighbours. Neither Frencli nor Dutch 
have offended me, nor will I offend them; as I 
certainly should by such unlawful acquisitions. Be¬ 
sides, who would guarantee th^iga ?’ I observed that 
the plan was, to give guarantees.—‘Guarantees^’ 
replied the king, ‘ and who minds or observes guaran¬ 
tees in this age ? Has not Franco guaranteed the 
Pragmatic Sanction—and England ? Why do you 
not all to the queen’s succour ?’ I said, I could 
not answer for all, but the necessity of things would 
certainly at last bring forth the true friends of 
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Austria and of the libertic^f Europp.^—‘ And p|{iy 
Sir,’ i^id the l^|g,' who are thpi^ ?’ I replied, it could 
not be otherwise \n|y||Ptissia,'^hieh power, with re¬ 
spect to Turkdj^, ijiplf^ot subsist without the con¬ 
servation of Austria.—‘ Good! good! Sir—the Rus¬ 
sians ! It is not proper for "me* to explain myself, 
but I have means for them.’ I told him, Russia was 
not the only power that had engagements^nd must 
keep them tiith Austria; so that however such a 
powpr might be averse to a broach .... the king 
cut^e sliort, applying his finger to his nose, and by 
crying out—‘ No threats. Sir! if you please! No 
threats!’ Lord Hyndford said, he was sure I was 
going to advance nothing hut conformably to my 
ordbrs, and Podewils put in something proper, as ho 
tliought, to restrain his master.—I said, ‘ Sir<? I do 
not say what others wll do, but I sa^ what will 
come of itselfji And when I speak only of Avhat 
cannot fail to happen, there is no threat. My zeal 
for the ])ublic brought me hither.’ ‘ The public. Sir,’ 
inf^upted the kii%, ‘ will be much obliged to you. 
But hear me': with respect to Russia, you knoAv how 
matters stand; from the king of Poland 1 have 
nothing to fear; for the king of England—he is my 
relation—^he is my all; if he does not attack me, I 
shall not attack him. If he docs, the prince of 
Anhalt will take care of him.’ 

“ X now mentionleia the news, that the king would 
join the French after the 12th of August. Austria, 
I observed, preferred his friendship, but if he dis¬ 
dained it, would throw itself entirely into the hands 
of France. The king was quite silent upon this 
head. I do not love conjectures, but if I was to make 
one, it would be founded upon the consciousness of 
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hi§ guilt. He threw odt from time to time the ad* 
vantageousness of present siti)|rtion :—lit the 
liead of a powerful, ."kiid in .1|||||[anner he speaks of 
it, invincible army.; with the^wratry*conqucred be¬ 
hind him, which is the only object of his views; 
which he will, whfch he must have; which he will 
not be bought out of; which alone is to his conveni¬ 
ence, andf where he will rather perish with all his 
troops. ‘ With what face shall I meet ftiy ancestors, 
if 1 abandon my right which they have transmitted 
doAvn to me ? With what reputation can 1 liv4s if 
I quit lightly an enterprize, the first action of my 
reign, begun with reflection, carried on with firm¬ 
ness, and to be maintained to the last extremity ? 
Have' I occasion for peace ? LeMhose who waiA it 
give fhe what I want, or let them fight mo again, 
and be bea^n again. Have they not given whole 
kingdoms to Spain ? And cannot they spare me a 
few trifling principalities ? If the queen does not 
now grant all I requirCj^I shall in four weeks demand 
four, principalities more. I no^^demand the w^c 
of Lower Silesia and Breslau ; and with this answer 
j'ou may return to "Vienna.’ Twice I asked the king 
if he persisted iq it, and he answered, ‘ Yes ! that is 
ray answer, and I will never give any other.’ 

“ We both now proposed to explain the Vienna 
proposals more in detail to Mr. Von Podewils, but 
the king said, ‘ Gentlemen, gentlemen, it is’ of no 
use even to think of itand, takirig his hat, he re¬ 
tired precipitately behind the curtain of the interior 
corner of the tent. I now said to Mr. Von Podewils, 

' France will abandon Prussia out of self-interest;’ 
and he answered, ‘ No, no! France will not deceive 
us, as we have not deceived it 1’ ” 
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C^TEB XIV. 

Austria offers Lower Silesia—March of the French—Frederick to 
Hyndfurd—Negotiations for an Armistice—Meeting at Schnellen- 
dorf, between the King uf Prussia, the Austrian Field-Marshal 
Neipperg, and Lord Hyndfurd—Armistice concluded—Secrecy 
required—Publication—Continuation of the W ar—Hjpdford’s Com¬ 
plaints uf Frederick—New Deliberations aud Negotiations. 


The Austrian ministers and the English plenipo¬ 
tentiaries might easily have foreseen that, in the 
situation of Frederick and all the other powers, the 
negotiations commenced in the manner above men¬ 
tioned must necessarily fail. They, however, paid 
lose regard to the actual stale of things and to what 
was practicable, than to what they wished; and even 
Maria Theresa, when Robinson gave her an account 
of the result, ^said, nothing more could be done*, 

-—tha^ she could and would do no more than imme¬ 
diately make up with the Elector of Bavaria. But, 
ii^ the middle of August, when a division of French 
trilbps had already crossed the Rhine, Robinson 
prevailed on the court of Vienna again to enter into 
negotiations with the King of Prussia, and to offer 
him Lower Silesia, according to a line which ex¬ 
tended from Greifenberg, by way of Dohlau, directly 
across the country. No mentftm whatever was made 
of Breslau, and Maria Theresa declared that she 
would not be bound by this offer more than a fort- 
juight. 

On the 29th August, Robinson arrived for the 
second time at Breslauf; but what would have been 


* Stdte-piiper Office, Austria, vol. rxxxviii. Dispatch of 24tli 
August. f Dispatch of 2nd September. 
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gratefully accepted four months before, now 
rejected (even on account of the annexed dangerous 
and burdensome condition^, sx^^^ol^nson returned 
without accomplishing his objwL^ A^ength, on the 
8th September, Austria offered the whole of Lower 
Silesia, as Frederi^ understood it, together with 
Breslau. But the king refused to accede to this 
proposal also, because the state of things had mate¬ 
rially changed*. On the IGtli September. 17-11, he 
answered to Lord Hyndford :—“ I have received 
the new scheme of alliance which the indefatigable 
Robinson sent you. I find it as chimerical as the 
first, and you ha;»c only to ansAver to the court of 
Vienna, that the .Elector of Bavaria Avill he emperor, 
and that my engagements Avith his most (Jhristiah 
majesty and the Elector of Bavaria Avere so solemn, 
so indissolul^e and inviolable, that I aaouIcI not cpiit 
those faithful allies to enter into corihexion Avith a 
court Avhich never can nor Avill be otherAvi# than 
irreconcileable toAvards^me. That it Avas no longer 
time to succour it, and that it musi; resolve to submit 
to all the rigour of its fate. Are these people fools, 
my lord, to hnagine that I shall be guilty of the 
treachery of turning my arms against my friends in 
their faA'our, and do you not sec yourself hoAv gross 
is the bait Avhich they jiold out to me? I beg you 
no more to fatigue me AAotli such proposals, and to 
believe that I am a sufficiently honest man not to 
violate my engagements.” 

Notwithstanding these assurances, the king A\'as 
byno means aA'crsc from makingsuch an arrangement 
Avith the court of Vienna, that his possession might 


•* State-paper Office, Prussia, vol. liv. 
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be s^i^ed to Kim, and the burden of the war alle¬ 
viated, without leading Jo -a breach of his other 
treaties. A (^spo^h of lord Hyndford of the 4th 
October, from Nefise, gives an account of a new 
audience Avhich Frederick had granted him*. The 
latter complained that the King of England and the 
Elector of Hanover spoke and acted in a different 
manner, but he pi’omised to do them no harm. Tlie 
English plan against Osnaburg, Munster, and Hil- 
desheiin, had, he said, offended the Elector of Co¬ 
logne, and excited the French to take a part and to 
occupy Hanover. He would, however, do all he 
could to dissuade them from it. Saxony had joined 
the great alliance, and would have for its share 
Moravia and Upper Silesia. 

The king continued;—“ I will do what I can; but 
at the same time, cnlrc nous, it is but reasonable 
that the King of England should let me have my 
convefficnces.” And being asked what he meant? 
he continued:—“ He must give me those fiefs in 
Mccklcnburgh; and, entre nous, he must procure me 
the guarantee of Eussia for the country of Silesia,” 

The king, however, as we have observed, was by 
no means disposed entirely to ruin Maria Theresa; 
on which account the Prussian minister, Count Golz, 
wrote to Lord Hyndford in thp course of September: 
“ All that we can do for the advantage of the queen, 
which is by no means indifferent to us, is to let hpr 
army withdraw from hence, without concluding any 
treaty, to assure ourselves of Silesia, and not to act 
elsewhere against any person whatever.” 

In a second letter of Count Golz to Lord Hynd- 


• State-pa-per Office, Frusiia, rel. Hr. 
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ford, of tlie 28th September, he sa)’s:—" YfU will 
conceive that the king c^not conclude a separate 
treaty mth Aystria. The French would make him 
pay for it in Westphalia, and this would but further 
delay a general peace. I have orders to tell you 
that, if )^ou can protract the negotiations till the 
winter, means will be found to put ever)’thing in 
order. Meantime, you must let us take the town of 
Neisse, without delay, and go nith your atiny 
where you please. The king will be content with 
Lower Silesia and Neisse. Then the war will be 
ended in reality, if not in appearance, and we take 
up our winter quarters in Upper Silesia, but without 
levying contributions.” 

In consequence of these preliminary negotiations, 
a very secret interview took place on the Stli 
October*, at Schnellc-ndorf.’ between the king and 
the Austrian field-marshal Ncipperg, at which 
General Lcntnlus, Colonel Golz, and Lord*Hynd- 
ford were present. The following particulars are •• 
taken from his Lordship’s dispatch of, the i4th 
October i':— 

“ After some conference, the king and^hc marshal 
agreed. The king was extremely polite and civil, 
and made great protestations of his good wishes and 
intentions for the queen and the grand duke, now 
that they continued no longer obstinate; for he 
added that, if they had, he would have pursued them 
to the utmost; but that now he was really concerned 
for the queen’s misfortune, and that, if this aifair was 

* About this time, a tepafate negotiation between Auilria and 
France was attempted, which was broken off by Maria Theresa. 
Hyndford’s Dispatch of 2d February, 1742. 

f State-paper Office, Pruwia, vol. liv. 
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kept iecret, he would do more for their semce than 
he was then at liberty to ^y. He intimated that he 
would endeavour to preserve Moravia andf Upper 
Silesia for her, in opposition to Saxony, and that he 
would hinder the Bavarians from taking winter 
quarters in Bohemia. He likewise offered, through 
Golz, .'30,000 ducats, for the supplies necessary in 
his winter quarters. 

“ The king sfaid above two hours, and all the 
while talked with the gi’catest concern for the queen 
and the Duke of Lorraine, and gave Marshal Neip- 
perg his advice with regard to the operatio,ns against 
his allies, and recommended to him, particularly, to 
make Prince Lobkowitz join him with all his forte, 
to strike a stroke before the allies should join; and 
if he were successful, he insinuated little less than 
that he would tahe part with the queen ; but if she 
was slijl unlucky, he must look to himself. 

“ But, above all, lie has recommended to every¬ 
body the greate.st cecrecy. avid, in order to blind M. 
Valoiy, lit! desired me to write him a letter to his 
camp, complaining of the bad success of my endea¬ 
vours to bring about an accommodation, which should 
arrive with a trumpet Avhilc he was at dinner ; that 
he would take care to have Valory with him, and 
would show him my letter directly.” 

The conditions of the agreement of the 9th 
October arc:—Ncissc surrenders in fourteen days, 
and the garrison is permitted to depart. After this 
the king remains inactive, taking no part, and con¬ 
tents himself with Lower Silesia and Neisse. A 
part of the Prussian army ^Is into winter quarters 
in Upper Silesia. Thefe shall be no levy of con,tri- 
butions or of recruits, but forage shall be suppSed. 
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From time to time, for the sake of appearance, there 
shall bc„ some petty warfare. A complete treaty 
shall be concluded, if possible, by the end of the 
year. '* 

The reasons which induced Frederick to agree to 
this annisticc arc detailed bv him in liis History of 
his own Times*. He desired, above all things, not 
to found the preponderance of France on the ruin of 
Austria, and thereby become himself a dependent 
serv'ant, instead of an independent all}’. He wishpd 
to profit by the interval, to strengthen his army, and 
knew that secret negotiations of Austria with France, 
as well as the blabbing of the secret which he had 
strictly recommended to be kept, would, in case of 
need, always afford him an oppoi’tunity and ]iretcxt 
to take other measures. 

In truth, Ih’ederick did not insist on this secrecy 
merely to lay a trap for the Austrians, w'hich, Ijpsjdes, 
they might have avoided; but it was indeed abso¬ 
lutely necessary on account of the French and 
Bavarians. The secret was, however, already made 
kuow’n j- on the 2 i st October. Count Khevenhiller 
(how came he to know it ?) w'rotcil to Count Wratis- 
law", who made ifc known at Dresden that peace was 
concluded between Frussia and Austria. Frederick 
was extremely angry at this, and insisted on a formal 
denial. At the same time, Oolz wrote to Lord 
llyndford;—“ If Austria does not s])eedily conclude 
a complete peace, it will do itself the giTatost injury, 
and the king, to whom his allies daily make greater 
offers, will not be kcpt back any longer.” Accord- 


* CEUivres pusthumes, vol. i. p. 196. 
f Ilyntlford's Dispatch. Stale-papei Office, Prussia, vol. liv. 
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®®o° after*, that if the queen 
did not immediately conclude, he would dcq||and four 
duchies more, and not desist till he was entircly’der 
feated. 

’ At length information arrived that Maria Theresa 
had accepted the terms of the 9th OctoBerf. But as 
no steps were taken, at the same time, to conclude a 
complete peace, and the secret had been everywhere 
made known, while the Saxons and Bavarians 
entered Bohemia and took Prague on the 26th 
November, Frederick considered himself as no 
longer bound to exert himself to bring about a 
peace. On the 16th December, he declared tl^, as 
the court of Vienna had communicated the sefiret to 
all the European courts, he was no longer bound by*' 
the convention of the 9th October. The court of 
Vienna denied all immediate blame, and laid the 
fault on general reports and conversations; while 
Lord Hyndford, who saw his hopes disappointed, 
made the bitterest complaints of Fi’cderick. 

“ The king,” he says, “ aims only at his own in¬ 
terest, without any regular plan and system*.’* Tlie 
latter part of this sentence is, however, in contradic¬ 
tion with the former; for the systtflh invariably and 
consistently followed by the king was, not to make 
the greatness and welfare of Prussia subordinate to 
the interests of Austria, Franee, or E ngland. All the 
others did the same in their way, only in part with 
other forms and terms, and in the ancient diplomatic 
fashion. Lord Hyndford, a statesman of the old 
school, was much scandal^^ at this; he could not 
come to an undcrstandinglRth a King of Prussia; 

• DnpalcK ot 'KovenibeT,\74\t\o\. \m. 

\ Dapatch of I2tti Novembet. \ Ibid, 
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he could not comprehend him, because he would no 
longer suffer himself, like a former Margrave of 
Branderfburg, to be kept in leading-strings by 
France or England. “No ties,” writes ]^ord Hynd- 
ford*, “are strong enough to bind the king contrary 
to his own interests.” He, however, attempted to 
effect this by new verbal representations. Respect¬ 
ing this audience he writes, on 26th December, in 
substance as follows:— 

“ The king said, I am sorry they have put it out 
of my power to be of service to them. If they had 
kept the secret, as they ought to have done for their 
own interest, I could have preserved for them Mo- 
ravj^and the two Austrias, but it was certainly not 
my infercst to let them keep Bohemia or Upper 
Silesia, for sooner or later they would have been 
very troublesome neighbours to me. But as to 
Moravia, they could not have had so easy access 
from thence. I'hey have had a double view in di¬ 
vulging the secret: first, to make me suspected by 
my allies; and next, by keeping some of the electors 
in suspense, they had conceived hopes of the imperial 
dignity, which neither Franco nor I could ever con¬ 
sent to. You see, my lord, Tspeak openly to you. 
They have been guilty of another folly in suffering 
Prague to be taken under their nose, without risking 
a battle. If they had been successful, I do not know 
what I should have d6ne,(., But now wc have 130,000 
men against 70,000 of theirs, and it is to be ima¬ 
gined wc should beat them, and tlicy have nothing 
to do but submit, and ^ make as good a peace as 
they can, for they have jp hopes left since this revo- 


Diipalch of 15th December, 1741. 
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lution in Muscovy, which has been brought about by 
the intrigues of the French.” 

When Lord llyndford remarked, that^ France 
would not \|C inclined to establish in him, an equally 
greal; power, of a different religion, Frederick an¬ 
swered, “ As for the matter of religion, that is the 
least concern of princes!” “ How,” continued 

Hyndford, “ if France and Kussia should agree, to 
what danger would the t#o powers lying between 
be exposed.”—‘-When that happens,” answered 
Frederick, “ we must do as well as we can.”—“ Sup¬ 
pose,” continued the ambassador, “ Austria should 
publish the conveijtion of the 9lh October, and re¬ 
present it in the worst light ?” “ If they do sof^^ey 
would only expose their own folly and weakness,, in ^ 
spoiling their own game, and perhaps they would 
not be believed.” 

“ Upon the whole,” said Lord llyndford, “there 
is nothing to bo done with this prince, while his 
aiairs go on so successfully.” 


CHAPTEK 

Fresh Complaints of Hyndford agai^t Frederick—English Medi* 
atiou—Victory of Czaslau—Peace of Breslau and Berlin—Com> 
plaints of Maria Theresa—Terror m PadI—Frederick’s Justification 
of his Conduct. * 

In the following dispatches of Hyndford, ho persists 
in his partial view, and g^s vent to his feelings in 
complaints of Frederick*. liUlt is inconceivable,”(rfie 


state-paper Office, Prussia, toL Ivi. 
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writes on the 2d January, 1742, from Berlin, " how 
much he is hated in tlys placc*by pcojflc of all de^ 
grees, for his avarice and penury. He pays nobody; 
the’tradespeople employed by the courtage starring, 
and he has struck off one half of the pensions left 
by the late king to his children and the otlier 
princes of his family, and the other half is extremely 
ill paid.” 

In his dispatch of the 9lh January, he says, “ Upon 
all occasions he declares his disregard of treaties 
and guarantees, and the opinion that no faith or 
ties should bind a prince any longer when he is 
in a condition to break them to his advantage* 
an ^n the 30th January, “From the occurrences 
the clSangcable disj)osition, and the pusillanimity m 
the king at the least misfortune, some alteration of 
conduct may be hoped. Prayers, entreaties, and 
just expostulations will never liave any effect upon 
himf.” 

The hopes of the king certainly increased n^h 
good reason^, and in a dispatch of Hyndford df the 
l2th of February, the cession of all Silesia and the 
county of Glatz was spoken of. In the course of 
May, the ncgoti||tions with the court of Vienna were 
very active, and the king caused 100,000 dollars to 
be oflFered to Hyndford if peace should be concluded 
as he desired. This offer Avas, however, refused. 

On the I7th MayfHjjpdford Avrites:—“ The king 
will not enter into the Austrian plan, immediately 


* Keiipecting his principleljgu 
ulufactorily explained hima^HB 
’' — 1 refer the reader^^Ht. 

I Dispatch of 2d Februaiy. 

{ CEuvros Posth., vol. viii. p. 170. 


his Ti^ea. 


uching this point, the king ha< 
the introduction to the History of 
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to make uppp 
this very natural nnd 
Hyndford again gives vent to his ill |iu 
cxcl^ms," What dependence is to be had ,upoa .a? 
pri^c who has neither truth, honour, norteligicm 1 — 
who looks upon treaties as upon matrinwny, Jo bind 
fools, and who turns into ridicule the ipost sacred 
things?—who has no resolution, no settled plan, 
and will not ask advice, but orders everything Jrom 
his own head, and prefers the smallest present ad¬ 
vantage to the most solid, lasting, futulP benefits ?” 

And tliesame Hyndford, who fancied that he had 
hereby Jully apprewatcd, or rather degraded, ajpan 
^ke Frederick, whites in another dispatch*:—" As 
we have to do w'ith a court which is now known "to 
all the world to have no principles but those of 
chicane and /ourimVs, • they must be paid in their 
own coin. Thus far I played the comedian, in order 
t^xtort from the king a sort of conlcssion of his 
h*ing been in the wfong." 

Olf the 2Uth May', Lord Carteret communicated 
to Mr. Robinson at Vienna a passage from a secret 
instruction of Frederick for his ambassador in’Lon- 
donf. It says: " If Queen Mari^'heresa can be 
induced Jo grant me advantageous terms, such as I 
have communicated to Lord ^yndford, without re¬ 
quiring me to make war on my present allies, I am 
ready to agree. A defence OTiancc between me 
and the maritime powers will bo the first fruit of i£.” 

, On the 23d May (five days after Hyndford had so 
severely blamed the prinej^s, and the exorbitant 





Di»patclieg of the 25lh July and 20th Aiiguet, 1743. 
t State-paper 0£Bce, Austria, vol. wlii. 
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dwnwas bjr^e^nclc), he writqii* .w« Tile queen of 
Shing&Ty is in^thb iiot to accede to the king's 

detnands; I tliink she should be the less averse 
to make those temporary cessions, as thejt are 
extorted by force, after a repeated breach of fiikh 
on-his side; ^or no power in heaven or earth could 
blamC'thc Imu'sc of Austria for using the lex talionis, 
in endeavouring to reconquer those countries when 
it can find an opportunity.” 

Frederick’s victory at Czaslau, on thelTtliMa)', 
1742, conti-ymted not a little to induce Maria The¬ 
resa to yield. The preliminaries of peace were con- 
clud|^ at Breslau on the 11 th Jund; and the defmitivc 
peace ,at Berlin on the 28th July» by which Silesia 
fanfl Glafz were ceded. “The grief of Maria The¬ 
resa,” writes Robinson on the 19th Junef, “is very 
great; all evils appear to her trifling in comparison 
with the cession of Silesia. The fairest jewel of her 
crown, she says, is broken off. Upon this occasion she 
forgets the queen, and when she sees a Silesian she 
sinks into the woman, by bursting almost into t^rs.” 

This “grief was certainly more natural, more noble 
and just, than the lamentations of the French go¬ 
vernment that FAderick would not blindly fall into 
their plans for changing the face of Europe. The 
English ambassador \xrites from Paris, on the 4th 
July, 1742{:-.« T^news of the peace concluded 
between Prussia ana Alistria made a very strong 
impression. M. Belleisle, they said, fainted away, and 
the cardinal burst into tears. The king, who has as 
much command of his ^^yitenance as most peoi>le; 

Sl«te-papei Office, Prussia, vol. Ivi. 
t Ibid., Austria, voL cslir. 

{ Ibid., France, vol. scii. 
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could not help shojifing some concern; and the 
whole court was thunderstruck. But they have 
endeavoured to hide as much from the world as 
possible. They say it was no more than what they 
apprehended from the beginning.” 

“ The cardinal votes warmly, but ali^ost alone, for 
peace*. They are in want of money, but take bad 
means to obtain it.” 

The Austrian ministers were not satisfied with 
the English inediationf, and thought that it tended 
to raise Prussia and Sardinia at the expense of Maria 
Theresa. Count Stelfeld hinted that the queen’s 
absolute resolution Avas taken, at all hazar^, to 
direct things to the single end of destropng the 
French.^ " “'ij 

The king has fully refuted, in the History of his^ 
Timcs§, the reproaches which were made him for the 
conclusion of the treaty at Berlin. The following 
passage, from a confidential letter to Jordan, may 
have a place here ||:— 

* trouble myself but little about the foolish 
jai’gon of the public, and appeal to all the doctors of 
law, and of political morality, whether, after having 
done, humanly speaking, all thal^epends upon me 
to fulfil my engagements, 1 am obliged not to depart 
from them, when I see, on the one hand, an ally who 
does not act; on the other, anally who acts badly; 
and when, in addition, I apprenmd being abandoned, 
on *,the first ill success, by means of a patchedT-up 

Dispatch of lit August. 

f State-paper Ufiice, Austria, czlir. Dispatch of 3d July. 

'' j Ibid. Dispatch of 26th Sept^ber. 

$ CEuvrei Posth., L chap. 6 aad 9. 

II Ibid.s.!Tiii. 193. ’ On the Complaints against the Frendi, |ri87. 
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peace, by the strongest and most powerful of my 
allies ? I ask; if in a case when I foresee the ruin of 
my army, the exhausting of my treasury, the loss of 
my conquests, the depopulation of my state—in a 
word, alt the misfortunes to which the chance of 
and the duplicity of politicians expose a prince—I 
ask if, in such a case, a sovereign has not good 
gi’ounds to secure himself from a certain shipwreck, 
or evident danger, by a prudent retreat ? 

In the case of a private person, only his individual 
advantage is in question ; he ought constantly to 
sacrifice it to the good of society. Tlius, the rigid 
obs^ance of morality is his duty, the rule being, it 
is better that one man should suffer, than that a 
I whole people should perish. In a sovereign, the 
advantage of a great nation is his object ; it is his 
duty to promote it; to attain it, he ought to sacri¬ 
fice himself, and much more his engagements, when 
-they begin to be contrary to the welfare of his 
people*. 


* Similar grouatls patted Prussia from Fraoce in 1813. 
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CHAPTEK XVI 

Unmiq—F rench and Swedish Intrij^ara—Oatermann's Character- 
Apprehensions of Elizabeth’s Plans—False Confidence—Lestoeq— 
Chetardie—Intrigues—Mademoiselle Julia Mengden—Character of 
the Regent and his Consort—Disagreement i>etween them—Eliza¬ 
beth’s Disposition and Love of Pleasure—Disposition of the Old 
Russians—Birth-day of Iwan III.—^The Chief of the Don Cossacks 
—^Tlie Birth-day of Elizabeth—Presents to her—^The Persian Am* 
.bassador—Fall of the Regent and of Iwan III.—Elizabeth pro¬ 
claimed Empress—Arrests—^Punishments—Elevation of Lestoeq— 
Influence and Conduct of Chetardie—Rewards and Arrogance of 
the Body Guard—Proceedings against Ostermann, MUnnicU^&c.— 
Cnielty and Injustice of the Proceedings—Participation and Re¬ 
vengeful Spirit of the Empress—Sentence of the Accused—Condu^ef 
of Ostermann and MUnnich—The Arrival of the Duke of Holstein—■ 
He is baptized, and nominated Successor to the Throne—Court 
Intrigues—Murals and Conduct of Elizabeth—Neglect of the Go¬ 
vernment—Apprehensions for the future. 

Having brought down my communications respect¬ 
ing the history of central Europe to a convenient 
resting-place, namely, the peace of Berlin, it is ne¬ 
cessary to return to the north, and give further ex¬ 
tracts from the dispatches of the English ambassa¬ 
dor Finch. He writes from St. Petersburg, oh*the 
21 st June, 1741*:—"I made various communica¬ 
tions to Count Ostermann respecting the Swedish 
and French intrigues. He pWended ignorance, as 
he#indced always draws back in moments of diffi¬ 
culty. Thus, for instance, he was taken witji the 
jgout in the right hand, whcn,|)n the death o/Tetc|: 
li., W was to sign the document for limiting the 


jState-papei Office, Russia, vol. sax. 
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power of the emperor. He is a fair-weather piloC 
who in storms keeps under hatches, and will always 
lay by when the Government is not settled. 

“ The Prince of Brunswick was more open; he 
confessed that they had strong suspicions that soSie- 
thing was carrying on by the French ambassador 
and Mr. Nolken. His highness owned that the close 
connexion with the Princess Elizabeth's surgeon, 
the Hanoverian Lestoeq, under pretence of being 
his physician, had been taken notice of. That La 
Chetardie often goes to the Princess Elizabeth, 
even by night, and in disguise; and as there was 
no htdication of gallantry in the case, the motives 
must liaA'c been political. The prince added, that if 
^hat princess’s conduct should clearly appear equi¬ 
vocal, she would not be the first in llussia who had 
been shut up in a monastery, which (I believe) of all 
things in the w'orld would not please her, and might 
be also a dangerous expedient, for she has not one 
bit of nun’s flesh about her, and she is extremely well 
beloved and very popular. 

»It was high time to dismiss the intolerable 
Miinnich, who had already again paid visits to the 
Princess Elizabeth, and was thinking of a new revo¬ 
lution. The prince related that he had caused the 
marshal to be watched strictly for several nights 
after his dismissal, |lpd in case he should go out of 
an evening, and stcc^iis course towards the Princess 
Elizabeth, have him seized either dead or alive. ' 

“ At length, however, Ostermann went so far into 
the matter as tp ask fbc ^cthcr I thought it advis¬ 
able to arrest Lestoeq ? I replied, he must know 
better than I, lind have more proofs in hand; for 
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{hat without them, he being so closely attached to 
Princess Elizabeth, who makes use of liim as her 
body physician, such a step must be a very sensible 
mortification to her highness, and might lead to a 
too premature discovery of the motives of it. Oster- 
mann agreed to this, and I added that, in order not to 
give oifence, I had avoided any intimate acquaintance 
with Lestocq, but had been sometimes to his house. 
Thereupon Count Ostermann advised me to invite 
him to dinner, that he loved a good glass of wine, 
and might perhaps open himself. To this I made 
no answer, for I believe that if ambassadors are 
reckoned to be spies for their masters, they arO not 
spies for others. Nor docs my health allow me 
torquere tnero. 

" The future is uncertain; the regent Anne ap¬ 
pears to have understanding, penetration, good 
nature, and humanity, but she is certainly of too 
retired a temper. She suffers when she is in public, 
passes the greatest part of her time in her favourite 
Mademoiselle Mengden’s apartments, surrounded 
by that lady’s relations. Mademoiselle Mengden’s 
sister married Miinnich’s son; the favourite is with¬ 
out great parts or malice, but the regent is so 
extremely attached to her, that the passion of a 
lover for a new mistress is a jest to it. 

" It would be better if the reppnt oftener appeared 
in public, with a little more affability, to which the 
people of this court have been used in former times, 
^nd would be infinitely taken with at present. On 
the other hand, the Princegs Elizabeth is exceedingly 
obliging, affable, and by consequence very much 
personally beloved. She has, besides, the advantage 
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of being the daughter of Peter I. I^ay, on the late 
arrest of the Duke of Courland, many believed that 
it was for their mother {Matxka) Elizabeth. 

“ Should the young emperor die, and then a con¬ 
test break out between Anne and Elizabeth, affedrs 
would be in a very critical state; and because the 
latter might perhaps never have any children, all 
eyes would be turned upon her nephew Peter (after¬ 
wards Peter III.) At all events, it would be advis¬ 
able to treat Elizabeth wilh prudence, not to offend 
her in any way, and supply her with sufficient money. 
For, as she is addicted to her pleasures, she will 
squander all the money she can get upon them; 
which may not only lessen her character, and of 
course diminish her popularity, but also, while she 
is not pinched in her extravagances, we may say of 
her, as Shakspeare’s Julius Csesar says, ‘ Her high¬ 
ness will be too fat to be in a plot.’ 

“ The nobles who have any thing to lose are 
mostly for that which actually is, and go with the 
stream. Most of them arc inveterate Bussians, and 
only violence and superior force hinder them from 
returning to the old course. For there is not one 
of them who would not wish Petersburg at the bot¬ 
tom of the sea, and all the conquered provinces at 
the devil, so they could but remove to Moscow; 
Where, by being in the neighbourhood of their estates, 
they could live in greater splendour and with less 
expense. They will have nothing to do with Europe. 
They hate all foreigners, and would, at the most, 
only employ them in war, and then get rid of them. 
They equally abominate all voyages by sea, and 
would rather be sent to the very worst part of 
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^beria ^han oif board a fleet. The clergy have much 
ihfiucncc, and give indications which announce un* 
caitonesB and embarrassment to the present govern¬ 
ment. 

“ Tlie Prince of Brunswick wants a certain dignity 
in' bis behaviour, and Shore experience in business ; 
however, he learns in Ostermann’s school, and be¬ 
haves Avith more mildness than before, for instance, 
to the Duke of Couidand. 

“ On the 12th August*, the birth-day of the 
young emperor, everybody was at court, in gala in 
the morning, to make their compliments to the 
regent; and at last the young monarch was brought 
in Mademoiselle Julia Mengden’s arms, for whom 
he has taken a great affection. She carried him 
through all the apartments, and ei’^ery time she 
called majesty he put out his little hand to be kissed. 
The whole court Avas extremely delighted nrith his 
beauty, healthful look and behaAnour, as he himself 
seemed to bo Avith the croAvd he saAV. AfterAvards 
the Princess Elizabeth, the Prince of Bevern, &c. 
dined together; and in the evening there Avas a ball, 
lireAvorks, Sec. 

" In the midst of European fetes, ceremonies, dis¬ 
putes about precedence and the like, there appeared, 
by way of change, a chief of the Don Cossacks, 
named Krosno Tzockin; that is, red checks. He iB 
turned of seventy, but has a grett deal of desperate 
bratal courajge. He has knocked off several score 
of his prisoners’ heads ; sometimes in cold blood, 
sometimes in drunken fits, but always, as he says. 


* Dispatch of 26th August. 
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to keep hie hand in; and has been wooded sB ovei^ 
his body; on which occasions he only makes use of 
human fat by outward application, and inwardly a 
glass of brandy*. 

“ I again turned the conversation on the French 
intrigues, and Ostcrmann anf^crcd, ‘ The Princess 
Elizabeth’s sentiments of love and affection to Russia 
were too great to allow her to give in to any such ^ 
projects.’ 

“ The birthday of the princess f Avas celebrated. 
The regent presented her a very fine jewel for her 
hair, from the young sovereign, and from herself a 
complete tea equipage in gold. 

“ The regent is jealous of her power, and will not 
give up any part of it to her husband J. Thus dis¬ 
cord reigns among those who are at the head of 
affairs: Golofkin is against Ostermann and the 
foreigners, Elizabeth against Ostermann, the regent 
against Ostermann, &c. 

“ As the Persian ambassador did not pay a visit 
to the Princess Elizabeth, she took this very much 
amiss, and laid the blame upon Ostermann, but at 
the same time declared her attachment to the czar 
and the regent. The warmth and spirit with which 
she spoke on this occasion struck and surprized every 
body; and it is supposed that the grand duchess’s 
visit to her highness on the 11th October, in the 
afternoon, was in order to calm her. 

“ A Russian party is forming here under the direc¬ 
tion of the Austrian ambassador Botta, and count 

• Di«patch of 12th September. State-paper Oflire, Suisia, 
voL joexi. * 

t Dispatch of 16th September. J Ibid., 13th October. 
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,i[|oloflcin,' against Ostemann and the duke *, and 
"the regent is mostly on their side. 

' Amidst this wavering, this internal disunion, this 
want of prominent characters, there needed only a 
bold venture to bring about a new revolution in the 
Russian fashion. English ambassador Finch 
gives the following account in his dispatch of the 
26th November:— 

“ The Princess Elizabeth, who is universally be¬ 
loved and adored in this country, went yesterday 
morning, at one o’clock, to the barracks of the Preo- 
braezenski guards, accompanied only by one of her 
chamberlains, Woronzow, Mr. Lestocq, and Mr. 
Swarz, who I think is her secretary; and putting 
herself at the head of 300 grenadiers, with their 
bayonets screwed, and grenadoes in their pockets, 
she marched directly to the court, where, a.fter having 
made the proper dispositions, and possessed herself 
of the different avenues, she seized the young mon¬ 
arch and his little sister in their beds, the grand 
duchess and the duke in their beds, and sent them 
all, with the favourite Julia Mengden, to her house. 
The princess immediately after ordered Munnich, 
Ostermann, Golofkin, young Count Munnich, and 
several others, to be arrested. 

“ After all these orders had been executed with 
the greatest expedition, the princess returned to 
her own house, whither almost everybody in town 
immediately resorted, and before which the regiment 
of horse guards, and the three regiments of foot, 
were drawn up, and she was unanimously declared 


Dispatch of 14th November. 
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Sovereign of Russia, and the oath of fidelity taken to 
her. About seven she took possession of the winter 
palace, upon which the cannon were fired, &c. 

“ This revolution was accompanied hy a series of 
appointments and arrests, liberations, banishments, 
and confiscations. There iajnp describing the inso¬ 
lence of the guards, since tra last event, especially 
of those who were actors in it, to whom court is paid, 
as if they were masters here, which they think them¬ 
selves, and perhaps with too much reason. 

“ Ostermann docs not behave with the same in¬ 
trepidity as Miinnich. The French ambassador 
stiU continues prime minister*. Great court is paid 
to him; he publicly kisses and is kissed by the 
Janissaries in the drawing-room. 

“ On the empress’s birth-day there were balls, 
illuminations, &c. She has declared M. Lestocq 
her bodysphysician, with a pension of 7000 rubles a 
yearf, and the charge of actual privy councillor, 
which gives him the rank of a general-in-chief. He 
is to have the direction of the medical college. Her 
majesty gave him also her picture set in jewels of 
the value of 20,000 rubles, which he wears about his 
neck with a blue ribbon. His wife was at court in 
the morning in a stiff-bodied gown, and at a ball in 
the evening, where everybody thought themselves 
exceedingly happy in the honour of dancing with 
her. 

“ Her majesty has declared the 300 grenadiers her 
life company; the private men arc all to have the 
rank of lieutenants; the corporals and seijeants, of 


* Dispatch of 15th of December. f Dispatch of 19th Dec. 
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captains and majors; and the six who had the great¬ 
est share in the late affair, lieutenant-colonels; the 
ensign, brigadier; the two second-lieutenants, of ma¬ 
jor-generals, and the first-lieutenant, of alieutenant- 
gencr^. They arc to be quartered in houses which 
her majesty has bougi^/or Ihat purpose just by the 
palace. She herself isTO be captain, and has ordered 
her grenadier’s cap and amazon dress to be made, to 
appear at their head. 

“ The commission of state prisoners meets at the 
court palace. Her majesty is constantly at the 
Tribune, where she can see and hear everything 
without being seen, as she says, to prevent favour or 
injustice. This declaration, with the general confis¬ 
cations previous to any hearing in defence, cannot 
be reconciled but by the constant practice of this 
court on such occasions. They speak also of the 
application of the knout to the prisoners. P 

“ Miinnich was before the inquisition, for there is 
nothing in this country, at least in such cases, which 
deserves life name of court of justice. He told the 
comiqissioners to tlieir face, that he was not more 
guilty than they. Lestocq's ordinary discourse is 
a continued egotism. I proposed, ordered, this and 
that. So, too, he says, he has appointed an ambas¬ 
sador to London.” 

The following extracts are from the dispatches 
of the year 1742*“ The proceedings against the 
prisoners continue; it is impossible to conceive the 
inhumanity of the commissioners towards the un¬ 
fortunate prisoners, which grows worse and worse, 

* state-paper Office, Ruesia, toI. ssxiii. Dispatch qf the 2nd of 
Janoaiy. 
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and, it is said, by the e3q)Tess commands of those 
vdio are present to prevent injustice. But it is to be 
feared that private piques and 'personal revenge 
prevail where they might be least expected, and arc 
least becoming. 

“ One of the new licute;^ts affirmed that field- 
marshal Munnich had told Him, on the nightly at¬ 
tack of the Duke of Courland, that it was intended 
to place the Princess Elizabeth on the throne. 
Miinnich denied this, and upon the confrontation, 
the lieutenant offered to receive the knout, provided 
that, if he maintained this assertion under that 
torture, thr old field-marshal should undergo it in 
his turn; who, rather than be exposed to that in¬ 
dignity, owned the accusation ; however, made it so 
appear, to those who certainly knew, that the great 
duchess herself desired the officers and soldiers that 
accompaisued M'linnich on that expedition to follow 
his orders. 

“ The new counsellors do not agree together*, *and 
the empress thinks ill of their heads, an8 still worse 
of their hearts. I know not one here, who woul|l pass 
for a tolerably honest man in another country. 

“ A subaltern officer was sent after the deposed, 
czar and his parents, to give one of the great 
duchess’s chambermaids the knout, without saying 
why, and immediately returned.” 

After the inquiry, as it was called, into the con¬ 
duct of the prisoners, was ended, the aqibassador re¬ 
lates, on the 19th of February:—“ Count'Ostermann,, 
Munnich, Golofkin, president Mengdcn, the high 
steward Lowenwolde, and the secretary Jacoblitz, 


Dispatch of the 5th of January. 
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were yesterday brought to the scaffold before the 
college. First of all, about ten o’clock, Ostermaun, 
whom Elizabeth hated the most, was carried in^a 
chair, when the enumeration of the crimes laid, to 
hil^arge, containing five sheets of paper, was read 
wto him by a secretary, .^is excellency stood all that 
time bareheaded, in his grey hairs, and with a long 
beard, and with an attentive but firm countenance, 
listening to it. At last his sentence was pronounced, 
which as I hear was, to be broke on the wheel. 
However, no preparations for so terrible an execu¬ 
tion wore there: instead of them, there ^were two 
blocks with axes by them; and he was imlnediately 
drawn forward, out of his chair, by the soldiers, and 
his head laid on one of the blocks, when the execu¬ 
tioner approached, and unbuttoning the collar of his 
shirt, and night-gown he had on, laid bare his neck; 
the ceremony took up about a minute, wSSn it was 
dfeclared to him that his capital punishment was by 
her majesty changed into perpetual banishment; 
when, afteiraaving made a sort of inclination of his 
head,4ie immediately said (and these were the only 
words ho uttered), ‘ Pray give me my wig and cap 
againwhich he immediately put on, and then but¬ 
toned his shirt-collar and night-gown without the 
least change in his countenance. 

" The sentence of the other five who stood below, 
was also read to them; Miinnich was to be quartered, 
and the o^ers beheaded, but the change into 
; banishment was as soon declared to each. The 
four had all long beards; bundle field-marshal was 
shaved, well dressed, and with as erect, intrqpid, and 
unconcerned a countenance, as if he had been at the 
head ‘of an army or at a review. And from the 
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very beginning of his process, he has always behaved 
in the same manner before his judges, and in his 
way from the citadel and back; he always affected 
to joke with his guards, and constantly told them, 
that in some actions before the enemy, when he'had 
had the honour to command them, they had thoughff^ 
him a brave man, and they should hnd him so to 
the end. 

“ Munnich manifested the same firmness in taking 
leave of his family*.” 

“ Upon this occasion, those whose humanity and 
generosj^ lead them rather to insult than to pity 
people m distress, affect to talk much of the provi¬ 
dence of God and His divine judgments, which I 
believe it would better become them to adore, than 
to pretend to penetrate; besides that it would be 
more natural for them to reflect seriously on which 
of them%ic lot may fall next!” 

As the succeeding dispatches of the ambassador 
seldom touch upon important subjects, | will extract 
some detached passages, which appeiih to be not 
uninteresting. # 

“ The Duke of Holstein arrived here on the 5th 
February. He is little for his age, but was received 
with solemnity, and the whole court kissed his handf. 
The empress is governed by prejudice, passion, and 
revenge.” 

Mr. Wich, the successor of the ambassador Finch, 
accompanied the empress to MoscowJ,^of which he 
says, “ It is the most disagreeable and the dirtiest 
place I ever was ialif The French,” he continues, 

, * 

• Dispatch of 20th January. f Dispatch of 6th February, 
t Dispatches of 24th aud 27th May, and 7th of June. 
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“ spend much money in Eussia. The High Chan¬ 
cellor Czerkaski is indolent, the two brothers 
Bcstuchcn are timid. As the empress is fond 
hunting, and is generally very tired in the evening, 
th^Silninisters often have no opportunity to make 
'H.heir reports to her*.” “ To-day, the 7th Novem¬ 
ber, 1742, the Duke of Holstein was anointed and 
baptized at Moscow, by the name of Peter Fedorowitz. 

■ The ceremony was performed by the Archbishop of 
Novgorod, assisted by several bishops; and after 
that prelate had made a short oration to the duke, 
and his hjglmess had repeated the confessio^f faith, 
he received the sacrament. The Czarina^eclared 
him her successor, and conferred on him the title 
of Great Duke of Russia. 

" The proposal to place Peter on the Swedish 
throne was rejected, and interest made for tlm Duke- 
administrator of Holstein. 

“ 1 brought Lestoeq to a reconciliation with Messrs. 
Bestucheffj Md prevailed on him to take a pension 
from his n^esty the king of England, of yearly 
600?.f» He was highly gratified, promised much, 
but at the same time is paid by France. The cm* 
press hates and fears the king of Prussia. 

“ The Russian nobles love above all things to 
live at their ease, and to tyrannise over their miserable 
boors, wiio are the greatest slaves in the world. 

" I am informed that they intend at Paris to choose 
thqJiandsom|Bt young noblemanj they can find in 

' ftate-paper Office, Russia, vul. xxzi^ Dispatches of 21x1 October 
and 7th November. 

t Dispatches of 2'2nd November and 15th December. 

{ Dispatches of 16th December, 1742, and 2nd July, 1743, vol. 
xxxvii. 
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France, and send him hither as ambassador. This 
is not a bad scheme, and the)' may found great hopes 
th^upon. ‘A younger man and a new face,’ says 
Wich,' will do perfectly well at this court.’ ^ 
" The empress frequently appears in man’s cloth^ 
and the ornament of the garter would, I am sure, 
please her above all things*. This government is 
neither right settled nor sound at the bottom, and 
will be always liable to fluctuations and sudden 
revolutions, and if the Czarina does not change her 
conduct, and apply herself, more than she has hitherto* 
done, to Ac internal affairs of the empire and 
foreign affairs, she will sink in the opinion of her 
people; making but an indifferent figure at home, 
and none at all abroad. Never a princess in Eufope 
came to the throne with greater appearances of 
making a alorious figure in Europe, and Providence 
has sufficiratly endowed her with all the qualifications 
and talents which arc necessary to make her beloved 
and’ respected by her subjects and oth« nations. 
But her attention to her pleasures spoils and will 
at the end produce iiTcparable mischief.” * 


Dispatches uf 25th January and 29th April, 1743, vol. xxxvi. 



138 


FREDERICK 11. AND HIS TIMES. [CH. XHl* 


CHAPTER XVII. 

Ftederick and Lord Hyndford on the State of Public Affaire—Hynd- 
foid’e Prejudices—Frederick’s Frugality—^The Army—^The Recruit¬ 
ing System — Frederick 11. and Charles VII.—Frederick and 
Austria—Hyndford against Frederick—The King’s Raillery, Ac¬ 
tivity, and Reserve—Preparations for War. 

In consequence of the treaties of peace of Breslau 
and Berlin, Frederick II. withdrew from the theatre 
of war; he continued however to be a attentive 
observer of the progress of events, and was by no 
means without influence on them. He undoubtedly 
saw clearer on some points than Lord Hyndford, 
who was still unable to comprehend the king, or to 
come to a right understanding with him.^ I subjoin 
various particulars from his dispatches, according to 
the order of time. 

On theMth of August, 1742, he writes to Lord 
Carteret, the new minister for foreign affairs* : —“ I 
presented to the king the preliminaries of peace 
guaranteed by England ; this led to various politi¬ 
cal conversations, and then I said, ‘ Queen Maria 
Theresa will now cede nothing more to anybody.’ 
The King. —‘ But do you think the queen will restore 
Bavaria?’ ‘I can make no doubt of it, if the 
emperor will quit the French alliance, and act like an 
emperor m Germany.’ He seemed agr^ably sur- 
p^sed with this, and again ^ed me, ‘ Are you sure 
of this ?’ I replied, that it was beyond doubt; and 
I further added, that if his Prussian maj^ty would 


State-paper Office, vol. Ivii. 
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assist in the taking something from the French, I 
was of opinion that the king my master, and the 
otlier princes of Germany, would be willing to give 
it to the emperor. My lord, I ventured to go t^ 
length, in order to know whether his majesty would 
take a part in the war, but he waved this proiiosal. 

“ The king seems still to apprehend that sooner or 
later the house of Austria will endeavour to recon¬ 
quer Silesia.” 

Nothing was more natural than that the king 
neither assented to this strange proposal, nor suffered 
himself to hie pumped in so palpable a manner. On 
the 1st of August, Lord Ilyndford writes, still 
more strangely:—“ If the king could be touched, and 
would be contented to act a second part, as the 
house of Brandenburg has always done, he would 
be worthy^f his w'eight in the balance of power.” 
Even in 1740, it would have been absurd to think 
of determining and fixing for all future time the 
weight of a margrave of Brandenburg ;%but now, 
after the conquest of Silesia, to think of considering 
and estimating the state of things according to 
the antiquated standard, was an egregious mistake, 
which prevented an impartial view of other matters. 
Thus Lord Hyndford writes:—“ He is augmenting 
his army every day, and spares even from the 
decency of his court equipage, from the acts of com¬ 
mon generosity and even humanity, to turn every 
shilling his military chest. As to hi! ministers, 
they may be honest, a^e, and well-meaning people, 
but they neither can nor dare to do anything what¬ 
soever wfthout particular instructions, and are even 
disavowed sometimes for what they have said or done 
by authority.” 
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" Count Podewils,” writes Hyndford on the 8th 
September*, “ is in need of money, and will take it, 
if cautiously and secretly offered, to confirm hinf-in 
tl^ right way of thinking; and in fact this is the 
ri^t way of working at this court.” While Hynd¬ 
ford here brings heavy charges in general, he forgets 
that a few days before he described the ministers 
as honest men. 

As early as the 10th September, the king of 
England grants “ 1000/. to the gentleman you men¬ 
tion.” As this cannot be an answer to the dispatch 
of the 8th September, it is uncertain foifcwhom this 
sum was intended: nay, from a letter of the 22nd 
of June 1743, Podewils appears to have received 
nothing, and on the 10th July 1743, much surprise is 
expressed in London, that Hyndford had kept that 
sum so long in his hands, and wished now^to employ 
it for other purposes. 

Hyndford tlunks it very petty and mean that the 
king at a^kihristening, at the house of one of his 
aides-de-camp, gave the nurse only eight dollars; 
but when the king made him a present of 10,000 
dollars, he thought it very properf. 

On the 10th September, Frederick declared that 

if England began an offensive war a^I^st France, 

he did not think himself bound to l^e a part ill 

it, and bring the principal burthen upon himself. 

Several of Jhe English were very angry at this, for 
* 

^ * State-paper Office, Pruiaia, vol. Sjpcviii. 

f Dispatch of the 16th September and 6th October. Propeily 
■pealcing, the question here ia only of preaente, auch aaaiM uawU in 
foreign newtiationa. In a dispatch of the lat December, on the 
other han^ Hyndford mentiuna, that he had obtained, tot money, 
secret information respecting the Prtuiian finances. 
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in this CRse the defensive alliance to be concluded 
availed them nothing; and on the 6th October, 
Hjjndford wrote to the English minister for foreign 
affairs:—“ The British ministers may know how far 
they can depend upon this faithless and ungrateful 
prince.” But was it not very natural that the king 
would not make war, and conclude or maintain 
peace, for France or England, but for himself? Be¬ 
sides, his victories, not English generosity, had 
gained him Silesia. 

In the same spirit of discontent, Hyndford wrote 
on the 3rd October and 1 st December:—“ The king 
has reduced the salaries; there is nothing but 
misery and complaints in the whole country. The 
army is chiefly composed of the dregs of others; 
and there is general discontent that the pay has not 
been increased, as promised.” There were, doubt¬ 
less, as many complaints at that time as at other 
periods; but Frederick justly abolished sinecures, 
and reserved his moderate resources for .great and 
general purposes. Every system of recruiting too, 
as is now seen in England, has its dark side; but 
if the Prussian army had been without a nucleus of 
native warriors, enthusiastically attached to their 
king and coi^ijtry, how could it have been capable of 
the heroic debds which even its adversaries admire ? 
f In a dispatch of the 18th December, 1742, Lord 
Hyndford gives an account of another audience. 
" The king,” he said, “ complained of the unfavour¬ 
able situation of the emperor. England^^ might 
make war with France*^at its pleasure, but he must 
prevent farther confusion in Germany, and if it were 
ttetessary to draw the sword, it would be better 
to-day than to-morrow. He then added, “ Would it 
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net be much better for the king «of England, who, 
as elector, ^avc his voice for the choice of this emr 
pcTor, to detach him from the French, to whom he 
is under a necessity of having recourse, than to 
iDake war against the head of the empire, as I 
know ho would now be satisfied with vei^ moderate 
conditions ?” 

■ After Hyndford had set forth the reasons for 
which England supported the Austrians, and en¬ 
deavoured to expel the French, the king continued: 
—“ Hear, my lord! I do not care what becomes of 
the Flinch ; but I cannot sufier the emperor to be 
ruined nor dethroned; and if the king your master 
wll open himself to me, with relation to the emperor, 
I know he may be detached from the French, and 
then of course they must quit the empire the best 
way they can.” Wlien Hyndford made many diffi¬ 
culties, the king said, “ Bavaria is ready to conclude 
without the French, in fourteen days.” When 
Hyndford asked, “ How?” the king answered, “ I do 
not propose that the queen of Hungary should ^eld 
anything, but that the emperor should have Bavaria 
restored to him, and that the empire should consent 
to the secularization of some bishoprics for his use; 
for his country is so ruined, and he reduced so low, 
that he has hardly wherewithal to s]U]ffliort himself!” 
I took the liberty to say, that indewliis Prussil^ 
majesty has taken care to choose a very convenient 
emperor for himself, who would not soon be in a 
condition to be troublesome to him. This produced 
some mirth on his Prussian majesty’s part, who said, 
" It was as convenient for the other princes of Ger¬ 
many |s for himself;” and I added, ‘'Yes, if they 
were all equally powerful.” 
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" The emperor/*’ continues the amtfassador, “ had 
informed the king, with the utmost secreiy, through 
the cheyaHer Bosee; that he was ready to separate 
entirely from France, and thereby prepare the way 
for asgeneMl peace.” 

Hyndford concludes his dispatch with a remark 
which is at least very questionable:—“ That if Frede¬ 
rick were to make war for the emperor and France, 
a great part of his generals and soldiers would aban¬ 
don him, on account of ill treatment, and through 
hatred of the French.” 

In a subsequent dispatch of the 20th December, 
the ambassador writesI spoke to the king at a 
ball, after he had taken, I suppose, a good deal of 
wine; he said, ‘I hear that English troops are 
going to the Rhine; in this case they will have to 
do with me, for I will not suffer foreign troops to 
enter the empire, and disturb its tranquillity. They 
may make war on the French in Lorraine or else¬ 
where : but if they pass the Rhine, I shall be obliged 
to Impose them, and all the princes of the empire will 
do the same. Will your master make war against 
the emperor? I would have him remember that 
Hanover is at a very little distance from me, and 
that I can ^ter when I please.’ At the end he 
udd, ' M6a %« ay be found to settle the affairs of 
Ite emperof7»f the king your master does not 
march his tfbops into the empire.’ 

” The king,” adds the ambassador, “ talks like a 
madman wiA regard to the affairs of the emperor, 
between whom and the French he pretends to make 
a distinction. Count Podewils asked me whether 
I had that conversation with the king bcfore.pr after 
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dinner? ‘After dinner.’—‘Wei, then, he must 
havf bccnain wine!’ ” 

It . is possible that the king; in suchli moment, 
expressed himself more warmly Itnd more positively 
than usualbut after the most mature^(^liblvition, 
he persisted in these declarations, and was invited 
^0 do.so by many German princes. 

While Hyndford took great offence at the above 
ijlpclarations, the French on their side designated it 
* as partiality and treachery lliat the king would allow 
^,the English to make war upon Franco out of Gcr- 
manyjgwithout assisting them, as he was bound to 
do. * 

The year 1743 was passed by Frederick in consi¬ 
dering of various plans, but gave no occasion for 
important resolutions; and accordingly Hyndford’s 
dispatches touch only on detached subjects. 

On the 8th January * he writes:—“ The king is 
very polite to me; ftflr it id always to be observed, 
that when he expect# an answer of consequtsircc, or 
that he has any scheme in his head, he caressc^tho 
minister from that power with which he thinks he 
has the most to do.” 

Lord Hyndford had been at Prague, and'had 
spoken to the queen, the grand-duke^Mjl old count 
Stahremberg. “ Th# court of writ^,. 

“ has no sort of intention to enter ii|H|KBepar^ 
dealing with his Prussian majesty; gw B l^ave me 
a very sensible pleasure to find that are all of 
, them so fully informed of this prince’s j^acter, that 
they are of opinion that it is nec onB y to amuae 


* State-paper Office, Ftaisia, vol. lix. 
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him. Count Stdhrembcrg told me, that the king 
had made an offer to the queen, of assisting her 
with soritb troopi, without making any proposals 
or terms, or waiting for an answer (?); but he desired 
the •Jurt^f Vienna to propose the terms. They 
will be 'Veiy. cautious in either receiving his pro-. 
posals, or in sending any themselves. 

" The more fortunate that the Austrians are,’ 
says Hyndford, emng in his prophecy*, “ the more 
»will the king fear, and the sooner will he remain 
neutral. 

" The king, both in public and private company 
at Potsdam,” continues the ambassadorf, “ has been 
undervaluing the goodness and discipline of our 
troops, so far as to offer wagers that we would not 
fight; or if we were forced to that, we should bo 
beat. And the last time he was in Berlin, he had 
the imprudence to say to a certain foreign minister, 
that hp should be gl^'^Sri-sec the English and 
FrciliK’ -array give battle, for*that it was equal for 
hh^'which had the better of it. And even in this 
speech his hypocrisy, as well as foolishness, ap¬ 
peared, since it is certain, by what follows, that he 
would the French might be successful.” 

Threejk^aftcr Lord Hyndford had accused the 
Ung qfHml^y and foolishl^s, and was so angry 
inth Iqg^ffip^t being entirely in favour of England, 
he him^Rffilcs J:—“ The greatest advantage which 
Maria 'rql||msa will have from the peace of Bavaria 
will be thtnrof crushing this prince. For, besides 
the abeblu^^cessity which he will lay all his neigh¬ 
bours under> 6f keeping great armies, he will, upon 

* Dispatch of 20th May. f Ibid., 6th July, vol. Is. 

t Ibid., 9th July. 
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all occasions when he can see the least advantase to 
himself, join with the common enemy to destroy 
those who are his best friends; for he regards no 
power, either in heaven or earth, farther than he is 
afraid of them. > 

“ At his levee he dealt his satires round, to all 
the foreign ministers, insomuch that scarce a prince 
in Europe escaped his ill-natured tongue*. He 
seems to be more occupied with preparations for 
operas and balls than for some time before. Mr.^ 
y oltaire is returned to this place, and is constantly 
with hifc Prussian majesty t, who seems resolved to 
give him a subject for a poCm, upon the diversions of 
Berlin. Nothing is talked of here but Voltaire; 
he reads his tragedies to the queen and the prin¬ 
cesses till they are in tears, and he outdoes the king 
in satires and extravagant sallies. Nobody is reck¬ 
oned polite here who has not his head or pocket 
full of this poet’s compositions, or who does not 
speak in rhyme. * 

“ I was lately with the king at the opera. The 
curtain was drawn up only a little wayj, so that 
nothing was to be seen but the legs of some French 
dancers, who were practising. ‘ This,’ said the king 
to me, 'perfectly well represents th^^tench mi¬ 
nistry, legs without a head.’ M. ll^^al^ry bad 
however, heard these words, and wn^^re^ to m^ 

" Tliis is my portion for this eventtfg, I sb^tP 
pocket it.’ 

“ To the great offence of many here, M. de Valory 
wears an ear-ring of princess Czemicheflf§; still 

* Dispatch of I5ih July. IbU., Sth October. 

J Ibid., 29th October, § Ibid., 30th November. 
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greater sensation was occasioned by his having a 
lady Kall^tcin indecently painted as a white hen, 
and himself as a black cock. 

“ Ffcderick II. Avrites his letters to Paris and to 
the empenr with his own hand, and keeps all in his 
own strong box *. Even Podewils learns nothing 
of them. The king never did, I may say never will, 
act on any good system ; he does not know himself 
what he Avill or will not do; he is never in the same 
mind for twenty-four hours togctlicr. He has begun 
all kinds of negotiations Avith Bavaria and France,' 
and intends to send Count Kothenburg to Paris f- 
In order to try his capacity, the king took upon him¬ 
self the part of the French minister, brought forward 
all possible difficulties and objections to his own 
proposals, Avithout sparing himself in the least. 
Bothenburg refuted them all Avith so much ability, 
that the king at length said, ‘ If you speak as avcII, 
and make use of such argumei)ts, you will certainly 
succeed.’ ” 

“ It must be the constant object,” says Hyndford, 
“ of English policy to depress the house of Bran¬ 
denburg J. So long as the Avings of this insatiable, 
ambitious prince are not clipped, he Avill ahvays be 
as dangeroiMI t^ the liberty of Germany and the 
XiSpose of ^ip^c as France, itself. He puts me in 
mind of a tij^t of ladies who, having lost their OAvn 
character, are the first to cry out against their neigh¬ 
bours ; he has more of the chicaning attorney in him 


* State-paper Office, Prussia, vol. Ixii. Dispatclies of 25th January, 
18th February, and 12th May, 1744. 
f Dispatches of 22d February, 1744. { Ibid.. 28th April. 
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than of a hero*; he is more in fear ^ Bussia than 
of God.” 

“ Preparations for war arc observed t; but from 
the confusion of marches, counter-marches, &c. pur¬ 
posely contrived by the king, nobody can make out 
what his real object is. He was heard to say that 
if he imagined his shirt, or even his skin, knew what 
he intended to do, he would tear them off.” 

Six days afterwards, the iOth August, the king 
invaded Bohemia. 


CHAPTEK XVIII. 

Second Silesian war—France and Spain—Mistresses of Louis XV.— 
ScandaI~Death of Fleury—Character of the French—Sweden— 
Russia—Peter III. and Catherine—Plan to give Prussia to Poland 
—Indolence of Klizaheth—Venality of the Russians—Scarcity of 
money in Petersburg—Elizabeth, on Frederick II.—The Princess 
of Zerbst—Bestuchefi—Adulation of the Empress. 

It is not my intention to enumerate here the motives 
of the second Silesian war, from Frederick’s history 
of his own times, and other well-known sources; and 
still less to detail the events of the ,^campaign of 
1744. The king's expectations wet| ^certainly not 
fulfilled, and the death of Charles VII. on the 20tli 
January, 1745, was the first event that gave a new 
impulse to the diplomatic negotiations. I shall take 
leave to insfirt here some detached extracts from 

* Dispatch of 18th July. Ilyndford speaks much of the little 
evil spirit. Count Finkenstein. Dispatch of 10th June. 

f Ibid., 28th July. J Ibid., dth August, 
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preceding di^atelies^ without making the useless 
attempt to connect them together. In the first place, 
some particulars from France and Spain. 

As early as the 14th October, 1741, a treaty had 
been concluded between the two powers *: Spain 
engages to pay 50,000 French troops, and France 
on its part to obtain for Spain an advantageous 
peace with England. All the stipulations arc loose 
and equivocal. From a dispatch of the 28th March, 
174‘2f, it appears, that it was calculated in Paris 
England would not come to any decisive resolution. 
For money the English ambassador obtained news 
in abundance; but not unfrequcntly the price asked 
for what was offered was too high for him. There 
arc complaints of the distress in France and Spain : 
in particular the clergy of the latter country refuse 
to pay 8 per cent, of their revenues, as enjoined by 
a papal bull. The complaints of the Spaniards are 
very loud in the autumn of 1743, of the tardiness 
and insufficient helj) of the French];. 

In Paris, besides, there was all kind of scandal, in 
conjunction with, and influencing the policy of, the 
government. Thus, to give at least one example, 
we find in a dispatch of the 12th November, 1742§ : 
“ To all appearance the king has got a new mistress : 
Madame de J^ailly, who has passed in the world, for 
several years, as the sole favourite (though for some 
time she was only a sharer with her sister, Madame 
de Vintimillc), is now obliged to give way to an¬ 
other sister of hers, Madame dc la Tournelle, and 
to leave the court. This affair has met with a good 


• State-papcT Office, France, vol. xc. -f- Vul. xeii. 

I Vol. xciv. Dispatch of 3d October, 1743. ^ Vol. zeii. 
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deal of difficulty frd^ Madame do^ ^urnelle, who, 
having a great advantage over hw elder sister 
as to her person, which is very handsome, seemed 
resolved to make the best bargain she could for her¬ 
self. At first her demands ran very high; she 
wanted to be declared the king’s mistress to which 
title a considerable pension is annexed; she would 
have a house kept for her apart; she would not be 
at any of the king’s parties at supjier, but in com¬ 
pany of her own choice; that she should see what 
company she pleased, at her own house; and when 
the king should think fit to go to see her, no party 
of hers should be broke off on his account. And 
lastly, without which all the rest would not do, she 
insisted that Madame de Mailly should be sent from 
court. It is not known what success she has in her 
other demands, but it is certain that Madame de 
Mailly is come to Paris, and Madame de la Tour- 
nelle is gone this day, with the king, to Choisy. It 
is scarcely to be imagined that this change will 
reach no farther than to the person of Madame de 
la Tournelle; the new lady will, to be sure, have 
favourites of her own enough, both women and men, 
and their influence may possibly reach even as far 
as to the minister.” 

On the 9th of January*, the pacific Cardinal 
Fleury died, by which the war party - at court ob¬ 
tained a decided preponderance, though the popular 
opnion by no means coincided with it. " The gene¬ 
rality of the people of France have expressed their 
dislike of this war with the queen of Hungary (dis¬ 
patch of 4th September, 1743)f from the beginning. 

* Dispatch of 30th January, 1743. France, vol. xciii. 
t France, vol. xciii. 
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Every step h|s ISwsn with a Icind of reluctance, and 
their misfortunes have been looked upon as what 
they deserved. But when they see a design to take 
so many provinces from them, it is not to be ima¬ 
gined in what a degree they are exasperated, saying, 
if the tenth is not sufficient for the service of the 
state, the king must take a fifth. In a word, who¬ 
ever has studied the genius of the peo])le of this 
countiy will find, that though they mil bear a beat¬ 
ing, they will not bear being insulted.” 

If wc now turn to the North, we find that the 
hopes of Sweden, of recovering its lost provinces 
from the Eussians, had wholly failed. It was obliged, 
by the treaty of Abo, to cede a part of Finland, and 
to see Peter, duke of Holstein, prefer the prospect 
of a Russian throne to the offers of Sweden. After 
a long series of intrigue, bribery, and foreign inter¬ 
ference, Adolphus Frederick of IIolstein-Gottorp 
was chosen successor to the throne. When, in the 
year 1744, he married Ulrica Eleanora*, sister of 
king Ferdinand II., the friendly relations between 
Sweden and Prussia seemed to be established for a 
long time. 

Much also seemed to be gained, when after long 
negotiations the princess of Zerbst was chosen for 
the consort of Peter, heir to the throne of Russia. 
Catherine, at that time fifteen years of age, anrived 
at St. Petersburg in February, 1744, was received 
with great pomp, and married to Peter on the 1st of 
September, 1745f. 

The Russian court still continued to be the theatre 


* state-paper Office, Sweden, vol. Ixsi. Ixxxi. 
f Dispatchof 11th February, 1744. Russia, vol.xxxviii. ] 
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of varioutf intrigues;“however, th^%i(^vours of the 
Austrian ambassadoiyBotta (August 1743), and of 
the French ambassador Chetaisdic (June 1744*), 
failed. The latter had presumptuously commenced a 
correspondence Avith Catherine's mother, aijd formed 
a plan to overthrow the whole ministry. The Fnglish 
ambassador endeavoured to obtain influence in a 
third .direction. He writes, on the lOth September, 
1744 f :—“ The llussian nobility, clergy, and nation, 
really think, that they are too powerful to be attacked 
in their own dominion ; and that it is a matter quite 
indiflerent to this empire what pacscs in the rest of 
Europe. - This is a false maxim; wo must destroy 
it if we can, though it takes strong root; and it is 
on this maxim, and Mardcfeldt’s assurances that it 
is an unvariable one, that the king of Prussia builds 
his present projects.” 

But about this time proposals of a very opposite 
nature were discussed. On the 8th October, 1744, 
the ambassador writes:—“ I must tell your lordship 
in the greatest confidence, that BestucheflTs scheme 
is to prevail on the empress to take Pi’ussia from 
its present master, and to give it to the Poles, who 
shall give up to Muscovy Pleskow, Smolensk, and 
their districts; and this Ave hope that Elizabeth may 
be induced to come, into, from a motive of religion, 
for she makes a great show of it, and Avould by this 
measure bring many Greek Christians under her 
dominion. The clergy Avill certainly approve of the 
plan, and I believe that this is the only plan that 
can draw the empress into the Avar.” 

How the advocates of such plans can condemn 


* Dispatch of lyrawly, of 6ih Juoe, 1744 . f Voi. xuix. 
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the diplomacfi o^rcderick fl. is difficult to con¬ 
ceive. Elizabeth, besides, had such reluctance to 


business*, and her Expenses had so entirely drained 
her purse, that only the prospect that was opened of 


receiving'foreign subsidies appeared to influence 
her. 


These plans had certainly not escaped Frederick, 
on which account he sent a great deal of money to 
his ambassador Mardefcldtf, and caused 25,000 
dollars to be offered to the two chancellors Bestucheff 


and Woronzow. “If,” said Elizabeth, “the king of 
Prussia has so mruch money, take it from him.” 
Perhaps this induced Maria Theresa to send them 
diamond rings. 

On the 2d February, 1745, Mr. Tyrawly, an En¬ 
glish plenipotentiar)', writes from St. Petersburg J: 
—“ The king of Prussia speaks of the Russian medi¬ 
ation only because he is entirely ruined; but the 
empress would do much better in dividing the skin 
of the beai', which might possibly not be offered 
her another time. Bestucheff is pleased with this 


thought, blit the Prussian arguments (the money) 
have made too strong an impression on Woronzow.” 

Lord Hyndford, who had been sent to St. Peters¬ 
burg, writes §:—“ I am afraid France Avill offer tliis 
court as much money to remain neutral, as we do to 
make them act, and you may easily guess which of 
the two proposals they will accept of.” 

Eight days later, the 2lst May, he writes:—“ The 
empress will never be brought to act directly against 


* Diipatches of 27lh September and 18th October, 1744. 
f Dispatches of the 8tb January and 19lh January, 1746, voL zl. 
t Ibid. 

$ Dispatch of 13ch May, Slate-paper Office, Russia, vol.zU. 

1! 3 



IM FRfbERICK II. AND I^S TIMES. [cH. XVITI. 

the kiag of Plrussia, in conjunctidh vdth the troops 
of Austria or Saxony, and much less alone; for 
some people go so far as to say, that she has given 
the king of Prussia private assurance of this, and 
that she has even taken an oath upon it; and that it 
■was with her knowledge and consent that he invaded 
Bohemia last year. Although the empress showeth 
such tenderness for the king of Piaissia, which 
proceeds entirely from spite •gainst the queen of 
Hungary, yet she is ready and willing to declare, 
and even to act openly, against France.” 

“ The want of money continues here*, and has 
even increased since Elizabeth restored to the clergy 
800,000 rubles which Peter I. took from them. 
A man concealed himself behind a curtain to murder 
the empress; the severest torture could not, how¬ 
ever, extort a word from him. Elizabeth is in con¬ 
sequence in such continual terror, that she seldom 
stays above two days in one place, and few peopk 
know where she sleeps.” 

In a dispatch of the 1st October, 1745, the Eng¬ 
lish ambassadorf relates “ how attempts were made 
gradually to turn the empress against Frederick II.; 
she said, ‘ He is certainly a wicked prince, and has 
not the fear of God before him, but turns every 
sacred thing into, ^diculc, and never goes to church. 
He is the Nadir Shah of PrussiaJ.’ 

“ The old princess of Zerbst, Catherine’s mother, 
had taken much upon her, and was thus upon ill 
terms with the empress. She now took leave, fell at 
the empress’s feet, and with a flood of tears asked 
pardon, if she had done anything to ofiend her 

* Dispatch of the 7th June. f Russia, voL slii. 

t Dispatch of the 3id Navembet. 
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majesty. The empress answered, that it was now 
too late to think of that, and that if she had been all 
along so humble, it would have been better for her. 
The empress is not at all pleased with the grand 
duke’s behaviour, and she keeps a very watchful, 
strict eye over him, but she has been hitherto very 
fond of the duchess, who. seems to be a good 
creature.” 

Cabals, intrigues^ hopes, fears, bribery, licen¬ 
tiousness, continue to prevail alternately at the 
Russian court. It is not worth the while to go into 
the details; I add a couple of specimens ; “ Bestu- 
chetf plainly demanded money of the English am¬ 
bassador, or at least a loan for many years, without 
interest. All objections made no impression, and 
the ambassador says, at the conclusion of his narra¬ 
tive*, ‘ My friend is certainly in the greatest dis¬ 
tress imaginable; he owes to all the world.’ ” 

Many dispatches were purjmsely written without 
cypher, that they might be opened, and read by the 
empress. In such a one Lord Ilyndford writes 
—“ Your lordship can hardly conceive how well the 
habit of an officer becomes the empress: I am per¬ 
suaded that those who had not known her, w'ould 
have taken her for an officer, were it not for her fine 
face. And indeed her majestyhas the heart of a 
man and the beauty of a woman, and is worthy of 
the admiration of all the world.” 


• Dispatch of the 27th Seplember, 1746, vol. xliv. 
j- Dispatch of the 3Uth November, 1745, vol. xlii. 
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CHAPTEK XIX. 

Maria Theresa—Frederick II. and Austria—War between France 
and England—Maria Theresa complains of England and Holland— 
Negotiations with Bavaria—The second Silesian War^Death of 
Charles VII.—Frederick ll.’s Letter upon the Measures to be 
adopted—Reconciliation between Austci^ Bavaria—England’s 

Mediation between Frnssia and Austria—Victory at IIulienfricdberg 
—Maria Theresa is for continuing the .War—Frederick's Letter to 
his Ambassador Audrie—^Treaty of Hanover—Fresh Negotiations 
in Vienna—Battles of Sorr and Kesselsdorff—Peace of Dresden. 

If such praise as that we have just quoted were to 
be given to any of the female sovereigns of that time, 
it was not Elizabeth, but Maria Theresa, to whom 
it was duo. Since hatred has died away and pre¬ 
judices are fallen to the ground, she and Frederick II. 
shine with imperishable lustre; while Charles VII., 
Louis XV., Philip V., George II., and Elizabeth 
appear as subordinate characters in their train. 

It was natural enough that after the conclusion of 
the peace of Breslau, Austria still entertained appre¬ 
hensions of Prassia. Accordingly the English am¬ 
bassador writes from Vienna on the 23rd of Novem¬ 
ber, 1743*.— 

“ The king of !]^ssia continues to hold the best 
language; this court, however, has such manifest proofs 
of his Prussian majesty’s late bad intentions, and of 
the readiness in which he holds every thing, to be 
able to invade those countries upon a moment’s 
caprice from Silesia, that she does not think proper 
to be without preparation.” 


* State-paper Office, Austria, vol. cliii 
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T^iereiras besides no want of falsehood to inflame 
the hatred against Frederick. Thus itSvas said that 
he had caused 2000 children to be carried off from 
Silesia to Prussia*. 

When France declared war against England on 
the 15th of March, 1744, Maria Theresa was highly 
rejoiced, and saidf, “ God himself has done a miracle 
for the preservation of Europe, in permitting the 
French in their blindness and presumption to declare 
war^ I am no longer the only principal. Good God» 
if I would act like my allies.” 

The last exclamation was probably connected with 
Maria Theresa’s complaints of England and Holland. 
She said j; “ thb treaty of Breslau had been forced upon 
her, the hopes founded thereupon disappointed; she 
complained of the inaction of the latter part of last 
year, the inexecution of the treaty of Worms, not 
a single ship spared for her service, as if so great 
a fleet were out of a studied predilection for the king 
of Sardinia, and now the abandoning of the Low 
Countries, and of the dear pledge she had sent thi¬ 
ther in the person of her sister. She exhorted, she 
conjured us, to write in the strongest manner, for 
which Ave needed only to represent in their true light 
her present agitation and resolutions. That agitation 
she expressed indeed with mos^i^nergctic vivacity; 
and her resolution as a sovereign was, to submit to 
no dishonourable measure of peace, as long as she 
has an army, whatever might be the design of 
France, or of others, in letting them sweep away the 
Netherlands. 


• Dispatch of the 26th February, 1744, vol. civ. 
+ Dispatch of the 27fh .April, 1744, vol. clvL 
J Dispatch of the 29th May, 
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“ Another time the (pxcen said, on the peace of 
Breslau*, she did not so much regret the. loss of 
Silesia itself, as the acquisition of it by such a neigh¬ 
bour, with such a personal character; that her reso¬ 
lution was however to sit down quietly under this 
inconveniency, and neither to give umbrage to the 
king, or seek occasion whatever to be flic first 
to break that treaty ; considering the king’s charac¬ 
ter, it was highly necessary tdi^ bethink of all the 
means that could without offence to him be tak|i;n 
provisionally against his breaking with her. It is, 
however, thought the more improbablef that the 
king will break with her, as he and France have 
lost all influence in Russia.” 

On the 5th of August, 1744, (five days before 
Frederick's irruption into Bohemia) the English 
ambassador writes from ViennaJ:—“ They are here 
to a man for making the emperor so easy with the 
restitution of Bavaria, and France so uneasy by all 
sorts of distresses, as to oblige them both to sacrifice 
Prussia to the possibility of settling a general peace 
by the recovery of Silesia.” 

The plans here alluded to are confirmed by 
Frederick’s declaration, that he would not have se¬ 
cured his safety by remaining longer inactive. 

The death of fl|(^ emperor Charles VII. (on the 
20th of January, 1745) appeared greatly to facilitate 
the solution of existing difficulties. Frederick there- 

• Dispatch of 15th July, 
f Dispatch of 4th July, Austria, vol. clvii. 
j; Ibid. In Saxony the king observed strict discipline, and, in par¬ 
ticular, Buf&red no game to be shot He said, in Potsdam, that his 
own sport should be, hunting of the saints in Bohemia. PrusM, 
vol. Iziii,, dispatch of 18th August, 1744. 
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fore wrote on the 26th of January to Klinggraff, his 
ambassador in London*:—" I was informed yester¬ 
day evening by a courier, who was sent to mo by 
my minister at the imperial court, that the emperor 
had died of the gout, which bad reached his chest. 
This is an important event, which will cause many 
changes. 

“ You will not fail to speak immccBately to my 
Lord Harrington, say to him from me, that I 
wi|h to concert as soon as possible with England, 
as to what is to be done under these circumstances, 
provided that I find through it my safety and con¬ 
venience secured.” 

In a second letter of Frederick’s, written the 
following day, hd' says;—“ As the death of the 
emperor is an event which will very considerably 
change the face of aifairs, not only in Germany but 
in all the rest of Europe, it is necessary that you 
should coniinunicate from me with my Lord Har¬ 
rington, since the steps they take will either facilitate 
peace, or give rise to the greatest obstacles. You 
arc to tell the secretary of state from me, that, as 
we so highly esteem his great talents and his just 
and equitable sentiments for the re-establishment of 
peace throughout Germany, I hope that he will 
confer confidentially with you, ^ to the opinion of 
the British court respecting thisnvent, and as to its 
real sentiments in regard to a candidate for the 
imperial dignit)^ and how the death of the last em¬ 
peror might be made available the more easily to 
bring about a peace, without suffering the house of 
Bavaria to be completely crushed, and to place on 

* State-papu Office, volume, Fiusaiau MinUters, No. 6. 
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t£e imperial throne a person who might be agree¬ 
able to his Britannic majesty and .^e Englis)^ nation. 
You shall assure him that if they will without loss of 
time enter into the plan, which I have desired you 
to propose to Lord Harrington, I will readily co¬ 
operate with the views of England in the election 
of a new emperor, and if wo arc once agreed on this 
subject, it will not be difficult to make the rest of 
the electoral body enter into odr views, and put an 
end to the troubles which now distract Germany, 
and which will continue to increase if an arrange¬ 
ment is not speedily made. That it is my sincere 
intention to go hand and hand with England, so 
soon ‘as peace should be established between me and 
the queen of Hungary, as also with the house of 
Bavaria, on the just and equitable footing which I 
have named to Lord Harrington by you.” 

England, however, having many points to take 
into consideration, and to consult with its allies, 
Frederick (as it appears) received an unsatisfactory 
answer to this; and on the J2th April*, the English 
ambassador writes from Vienna:—“ This court has 
started, and will push as far as it can the 'price of 
Silesia, at the very hazard of losing Italy. The 
imperial crown, without Silesia, is not worth the 
wearing.” 

To this hope the reconciliation between Austria 
and Bavariaj, 22nd April, ajipearcd to add fresh 
expectations. The young elector of Bavaria also 
said to an Austrian minister:—“ France has kept ray 
ancestors under % continual pension. You see in 

• State-paper Office, Austria, vol. ckii. 
t Dispatch of 5th July, vol. clxiii. 
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what a condition I come to my estates. I hope P 
shall finji a second^(different?) France in the mari¬ 
time powers.” 

Meantime, contrary to the expectations of Austria,, 
Frederick had gained* the battle of Streigau or 
Hohenfriedberg, and, though not in Vienna indeed, 
yet in London, had called forth thoughts of peace. 
Accordingly on the 27th July, Lord Harrington 
writes to Mr. Robinsonf :—“ We must reduce the 
strength of our enemies by detaching, if possible, 
the king of Prussia from his unnatural and perni¬ 
cious alliance with Frsince. The king had made 
offers to us in March, and since then refuses abso¬ 
lutely to make any proposals, pretending that those 
lie then made were communicated to France, and 
that he was thereby exposed to the hazard of being 
abandoned by that crown. But we ho])c he is ready 
to conclude on the footing of the treaty of Berlin, 
and I must say that I do not sec how his majestyj 
can in the present melancholy and hopeless situation 
avoid to propose it to him. You may make this 
proposal, and endeavour to get it approved at 
Vienna.” 

Robinson hereupon proceeded to explain the state 
of affairs and the motives for this proposal. In his 
disjiatch of the 4th August, he sa^s :—“ The queen, 
whom I had never seen so reserved, interrupted me 
but seldom, expressed her thanks for the friendship 
of England, and promised to consider everything 

4th of June. 'j^Ibid. 

I “ Hie majesty,” I imagine, means the king of England, probably in 
reference to the landing of the Pretender in Scotland, who left Rome 
in January, 1744, and went to France. State-paper Office, France, 
vol. xciv. Dispatch of January. 
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with her ministers*. But whatever is resolved.’' 
she continued, “ she could not spare a man out of 
the king of Prussia’s neighbourhood; one or two 
regiments of foot and one or two of horse might 
perhaps be sent to Italy, but the rest would in time 
of peace, as well as in time of war, with this king of 
Prussia, be absolutely necessary for the immediate 
defence of her person and her family. 

“ I observed that 70,000 men were not required 
for this purpose, and the arguing with such diffidence 
against the king was proving too much. She de¬ 
manded why there are less hopes of detaching 
France than of detaching Prussia? I said, ‘Because 
the king wouW more easily make a peace, and pre¬ 
serve what he had, than France give up, as it must, 
what it had acquired, and was in so fair a way of 
acquiring, in the Low Countries.’ Maria Theresa 
said, ‘ Prince Charles was able to give another battle.’ 
‘ That battle,’ I made answer, ‘ if won would not 
recover Silesia : if lost, your majesty is lost at 
home.’ She said, ‘ If I must make peace with him 
to-morrow, I would give him battle this evening. 
But why so pressing now ? why this interruption of 
operations by no means despaired of? Give me 
only to October, and then you may do what yew 
will.’ ^ 

“ ‘ 'That October,’ I said, ‘ would be the end of the 
campaign in all parts, and would be the very fatal 
moment when, it is feared, we shall be obliged to 
accept whatever conditions France and Prussia con¬ 
tinuing together jshall impose upon us.’ ‘ That would 
be true,’ she answered, ‘ were the same time to be 


* Austria, vol. clxiiL 
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taken up, as you propose, in marching from Bohemia 
to the Khinc, and froja the Rhine to the Low Coun¬ 
tries. Alt as for '^my troops, 1 know none of my 
generals who would not refuse to command such 
marching, or rather inactive armies; and as for the 
grand duke and Prince Charles, they shall not. 
The gi'and duke is not so ambitious as you imagine 
of an empty honour*, much less to enjoy it, under 
the tutelage of the king of Prussia. But 1 shall 
write fo know his sentiments fully, ■ The imperial 
crown, is it compatible with the fatal deprivation of 
Silesia ? Good God! Give me only to the month 
of October, I shall then at least have better con¬ 
ditions.’” 

In conclusion Robinson remarked,—“ Without 
peace witli Prussia, the king of England cannot 
reckon either ui)()n the votes of parliament or on 
retaining Holland in the alliance.’’ Notwithstanding 
all his representations, the ambassador received a 
long answer in the negative from the court of 
Vienna. 

England and Prussia did not however suffer 
themselves to be hereby diverted from pursu¬ 
ing their plans, and on the 5th of August, 1745, 
.^Frederick wrote from his camp at Chlum., the 
Allowing letter to his ambassador, Andrie, at Ha¬ 
nover f:— 

“ I have received your report of the 24th of July 
last. After considering what Lord Harrington said 
to you, on the part of the king his master, respecting 
his intentions to mediate a peace between me and 


• The imperial crown, 
f State-paper Office, Prussian ministeri. 
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the queen of Hungary, it is my will that you shall 
reply to Lord Harrington, that I had not indeed 
reason to place much confidence in the king of 
England, after all that has passed; but, that to 
show to all Europe my readiness to allay the trou¬ 
bles which distract it, and to convince his Britannic 
Majesty of the sincere desire which I have never 
ceased to entertain to act in concert with him, I 
am ready to enter again into negotiations, but that 
the recollection of what has passed obliges me to 
require the following conditions:— 

“ 1. That I shall not suffer myself to be amused 
by anything, and that I shall prosecute my opera¬ 
tions on all sides, with the greatest vigour, till the 
signing of the preliminaries. 

“ 2. That the preliminaries must be agreed upon 
within four weeks, reckoning from the day on Avhich 
this dispatch shall arrive at Hanover, • and the 
treaty of peace be concluded within a month after¬ 
wards.” 

I subjoin two draughts of these preliminaries, of 
which Lord Harrington may choose that which he 
likes best. 

“ A. The king of Prussia shall retain Silesia as it 
was ceded to him by the treaty of Breslau, with tl^., 
addition of tHe to\K;as of Troppau, .Jagemdorf, SiMt 
Hotzcnplotz. 

“ B. Condition sine qua non. The Empire, Eng¬ 
land, Holland, Saxony, and all the powers of Europe, 
shall guarantee Silesia to the king of Prussia. 

" C. The king^of Poland shall give to the king of 
Prussia an act of cession of Silesia. 

“ D. The king engages to give his vote, as elector, 
to the grand duke. 
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“ E. A mutual guarantee of the States of Germany 
between the two belligerent parties. 

F. That an exchange shall be made between 
some parts of Silesia, which arc enclosed in Lusatia, 

for the-(or the little town of Fiirstenberg with 

its custom-house, situated on the Oder), which shall 
come to the king of Prussia, so that neither of the 
two parties shall lose by this exchange. 

“ All the prisoners shall be immediately set at 
liberty without ransom, and exchanged with good 
.... * within a time which shall be agreed upon. 
The sick and wounded, of which a list shall be given, 
shall be set at liberty after their recovery. 

“ H. The toAvn of Cosel, with all its fortifications, 
shall be restored to the king immediately after the 
signing of the preliminaries, with its artillery and 
ammunition, in the same state as when it was taken. 

“I. nic king of Prussia and the queen of Hungary, 
mutually engage not to fetter or hinder the com¬ 
merce of their respective subjects.” 

The folloiving is the second scheme, the only 
change of which is in the first article:— 

“ Silesia shall be under the dominion of the king of 
Prussia, as it ivas ceded to him by the treaty of 

t cslau; but to indemnify the king for the expenses 
the war, England engages to pay fern a million 
sterling. N.B. There will be some abatement to 
make in this sum if the main part of these proposals 
is agreed to; but in case Lord Harrington will not 
hear of it, you must endeavour to direct this article, 
so that I may no longer be obliged to pay the debts 
which have been contracted on Silesia, but tliat they 


The word* are wanting in the MS. 
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shall be henceforward paid by the queen of Hungary. 
In a word, you must negotiate on this subject as 
much as you can, and as soon as my troops shall 
have set foot in Saxony, Hanover will be eager to 
conclude. 

“ You must always declare that my operations will 
be no hindrance whatever to the negotiations for 
peace, and that all hostilities will cease everywhere 
as soon as the preliminaries arc signed. Tli|k prin¬ 
cipal point to be insisted on is that of the securities. 

“ You jnay also tell my Lord Harrington that my 
present situation is ^ery advantageous, and that I 
shouldnotothcrwisc trouble myself about the election 
of the grand dulce; that if the queen of Hungary, 
as a member of the empire, now made war the 
emperor, the same reason was good for me that was 
good for her, and that that would not mal{^c any 
change in my rcsolu^ns. That I might expect more 
events favourable and advantageous to my cause 
than the contrary, and if I assented to his ideas, it 
was from love of peace and the public good; but 
that I should immediately perceive, according to the 
facility whicli England shall manifest in this nego¬ 
tiation, how far its intentions are sincere. That I 
was moreovi^ sure, and persuaded, that this pea||| 
was in the Muds bf the king of England; that he 
held the purse-strings, and consequently the court 
of Vienna was obliged to conform to his intentions. 
But that I repeated I was going to prosecute my 
operations more vigorously than ever; which how¬ 
ever would not hinder peace; and that if the plan 
which I have just sent were agreed to, hostilities 
would cease at once. I pray God to have you in 
his holy keeping.” 
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The bases here laid dovm led to the conclusion of 
the treaty of Hanover on the 26th of August, by which 
SUcsia was again assigned to the king of Prussia, 
and guarantees for it promised. Lord Harrington 
writes to liobinson*:—“ Shew the convention to queen 
Maria Tiheresa, under a promise of secrecy, as the 
basis of a future peace, and endeavour to induce her 
to accept it. Nothing is required of her except the 
confir^tion of the treaty of Breslau, but the king 
of En^and has had the greatest trouble to induce 
the king of Prussia to be satisfied with these condi¬ 
tions. An armistice must be immediately concluded 
for the purpose of further negotiations.” 

it was said in the treaty, queen Maria Theresa 
has accepted and entirely adopted it, as far as she 
is any Vays concerned in it; the principal tiling how¬ 
ever stiH remained, namely, to obtain tliis consent 
which had been taken for granted. 

On the 4th of September, Brinson reports-}:— 
The king of Prussia has published the contents of 
the convention, and demanded an armistice, in con¬ 
sequence, from the prince of Lorraine. The prince 
granted it, till the return of a courier from Vienna. 
Count Uhlcfeld said to me that the king of Prussia 
declared that Lord Harrington had signed in 
queen's name. All this was taken dhich amiss in 
the king of Prussia, and directions were sent to 
prince Charles to go on in his own way.” 

As Bobinson received no answer &om the court of 
Vienna J;, he asked Count Uhlefeld what would be 
the result of his new negotiations and proposals ? 

• Aiuttia, Tol. dsiii. Letter of 26th Auguit t VoL clxiv. 
t Dispatch of 8th September. 
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And tihlB ktter answMM, “ to' destroy the PruteiaR^ 
army, and thereby, idnd' a real security against th^ 
king of Prussia. The qufen herself had been ^ard 
to say that, as Priqcq Charles of Lorraine h|ld're' 
galcd her coronation at Prague with the hews of § 
victory, site had acquainted him with the p^pasur^'it 
would be to her to have the'coronation at Franefort 
celebrated in the same manner; adding to the per¬ 
son she was speaking to, that if the news' qf||||>e vic- 
Wy arrived soon, it would not spoil matters. All 
here reckon on a victory over the Prussian^;” ^ 
Lord ftan-ingtott was very much dissatisfied with 
these delays. On xhe 13th of September he ex¬ 
presses the highest dissatisfaction and surprise under 
such am uncertaii^. 4' Urge the queen to declare if 
she Miill, or will not, come to an accommodation* with 
Prussia.”, * *• ' 

]^obinson could do nothing; the qud|n avoided 
him, an^ the minisllrs gave evasive answers. Fre¬ 
derick’s victory at Sorr, or 'Ih’autenaxi, on the 30tli 
September, ’fchanged >the opinion of the court of 
Vienna. " The news of the loss of this battle,” says 
Robinson*, “ transpired on the 4tli October, the very 
day that the dowager empress’s court was ceiehratihg 
the coronation of the emperor at Franefort. 
reported Ml Frederick has said, ‘ As the AustriJro 
have not been able to beat me this time, they never 
will beat me.’” 

Respecting the battle at Sorr, the Englfeh pleni¬ 
potentiary Laurence f relates that the king, contrary 
to the first plan, secretly directed his aide-de-camp^ 

* Dii|)ateh of 6ih October, vul. clsiv. 
f Diipatch of 25th Jutuary, 1746. S|ate.pa]ier Office, Pruekia, 
toL Izr. 
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tb& t>afgag«^|iiM^lit to the right wing 
j^tead of the ..left; the Atistri&ns fell upon it, and 
Dj^-thia stratagem, the battle was gained. ,On the 
fbl^owing day the king denied *that he had given 
this'order, on which those who had lost thei» baggage 
detnandA if Mr. Von fodowls, the aide-de-camp, 
shopld be brought before a court martial. The 
i$ng, iftwevw, protected him, ordered that no more 
should(l>e said of it, and made good an eighth par^** 
of the loss. 

Tlic ^eater the misfortune of Auslriaefvas, thi 
more bitter were its complaintIF Robinson writes, 
on the SOtli October :—“ Count Uhlefeld says this 
negotiation is like that of Utrecht. The design 
is to substitute Brandenburg ^ Austria, sacri-* 
ficing th^ queen, suspending the negotiations with 
Bavaria wd Munster, attempting to dciSauch the 
Saxons fr^ the Austrian alliaStc. Instead of our 
detaching Prussia from France, ,we should dfily suc¬ 
ceed in detaching the ^npress from oui^dvcs.” 

The emperor declared there was no calm to bo 
• expected in the empire till the king was more weak- 
cr^ed; A^^on another occasion the emperor said:— 
" I am^lt in the last uncertainty, to shift as well as 
j^jjltn, and am at present exposed to a||t]^cr catas¬ 
trophe like that of Utrecht.” 

More than by all these resolutions and threats 
WM. plEe^d by the victory of the Prussians under 
Prince lipoid Yon Dessau, at Kessclsdorf, on the 
f^^^th December, followed on the 25th December by 
Ihe peace of Dresden, which confirmed, in all the 
essential points, the treaty of Breslau. 

In the summer of1746, Prussia repeatedly idbisted 
that Austria should obtain the guarantee of the 
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treaty by tbe empire and Austria, on the other 
hand, required the guarantee of Prussia for the 
Pragmatic Sanction. “ 

A book was published at Vienna, in which it was 
affirmed ^hat the treaty of Dresden was extorted, 
and was no longer obligatory than while the injured 
party was not in a capacity to break it. Prussia re¬ 
quired that the book should be burnt by thh hang¬ 
man. Another dispute aro^ on the question whe¬ 
ther Prussia was bound to include a certain Count 
Henkel in the general amnesty. « 

In September, 1747, the two courts were on the best 
terms. The Prussian ambassador Count Podewds 
went from Vienna to the king, who was at Neisse, 
«end returned with v(iry satisfactory and obliging 
compliments to the emperor and empressf. Both 
expressed, in the most cordial manner, their personal 
regard and friendship for his Prussian m^esty. 


CHAPTER XX. 

Maiia Therega’ii Disiiatigfactiun with England—Frederick II. lad 
France—His Negotiatiuni with England—Dispute shout the Bar¬ 
rier Treaty—^The Duke of Newcastle, or Prussia and Austria— 
Legge’s Nen|iatiunB with Frederick—^The Peace of Aiz-la-Cha]riiye 
—Newcastle's’ JustiGcation of the English Policy—The Jews ud 
Protestants in Austria—Frederick ll.’s Mode of Life and Health— 
Bothenburg—Mad. Barbarini. 

The war between Austria and France continued, 
but Maria Theresa was a&aid that England would 
conclude a separate peace X ; which she designated 

* Dispatch of 27th August, 1746. Austria, toL clxviii. 
f ^patch from Vienna of 16th September, 1747,to1.^c1zxu. 
t Ikspatch of 5th August, 1547. 
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as the greatest misfortune. . She said—" For God’s 
sake let us not be divided, nor be running inta 
separate measures.” Aastria would not make any 
more sacrifices, and turned its fbrces rather to Italy 
than to the Netherlands, because England and 
Holland'coidd not abandon the latter to the French.* 
“ The empress,” said Bartenstein, “ would only have 
to witMraw into her shell, and to learn to be supe¬ 
rior taevents.” ’ 

In April, 1748, Robinson received instructions to 
induce Maria Theresa to further cessioi|^ for the 
sake of peace. She answeredjj-:—“ You who had 
such a share in the sacrifice of Silesia—you who con¬ 
tributed more than any person in procuring the con- 
ditional' cessions made to the^King of Sardinia, do 
you still think to persuade me ? No, I am neither a 
child nor a fool! Your accounts about the Dutch 
are exag^rated. A countenaiye may still be held, 
and there is still force to support that countenance. 
If you will have an instant peace, make it. I can 
accede: I can negotiate for myself; and why am I 
always to be eMhided from negotiating my own 
business ? My enemies will give me better conditions 
than my friends; at least, they will not refuse a 
|j|MC, which they want as much as we, for any dis¬ 
pute remaining between me and th<?^ing of Sar¬ 
dinia, about a little territory more or less, or for the 
interpretation of a treaty. And who tells you Spain 
desires so much Parma and Placentia? She will 
rather have Savoy. Place me where 1 was in Italy 
before the war, and I will establish the Infant. But 
your King of Sardinia must have all, without one 

* Dinpoteh 6f 12th July, 1746, yoL elxyii. 
f Dispatch of lit May, 1748. Auittia, vul. clsxiy. 
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thought of care for me. The treaty of Worms, then, 
5 was not made for me, but for him singly. Good 
God rhow have we been used by that court! There 
is your King of Prussia too. Indeed, all these cir¬ 
cumstances at once rip up too many old and make 
real new wounds.” 

A day previous to the writing of this dispatch, the 
30th of April, the preliminaries of peace had been 
concluded at Aix-la-Chapellc, between France, 
England, and Holland. On the 1st of May, the 
English plenipotentiary Lcggc had his first audi¬ 
ence of Frederick*, of which, and also of a second 
which he had on the 11th of May, he says :—" The 
king expressed his sympathy for the king of Eng¬ 
land, and wished for a cordial union. The king’s 
heart is still German, notwithstanding the French 
embroideries which appear upon the surfacef. The 
king said, on the 12th of May, that from the ex¬ 
tracts which I had sent him, he was very sensible of 
the king of Great Britain’s good intentions towards 
him. The king utterly disclaimed, all connexions 
“with France, all desire of future Tconnexion, and 
added strong reasons for his opinion, some of which 
I remember were, that he knew France was at too 
great a distance to assist him as critically (as ?) Im 
might requii^; that nobody was long the better for 
an alliance with France ; and that he was too well ac¬ 
quainted with the temper of the court of France not 
to know the perpetual strong demands they made 
upon those who are called their allies; and that to 
be an ally of France was in eflFect to be her slave. 

ly-/' • Slate-paper Office, Pruieia, toI. Ixvii. 
t underetood Frederick’s cbaraeter better than the prejudiced 
liurd Hyudfoj^. 
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“ That, on the contrary, he knew the maritime 
powers were so situated as to be able to assist him, 
and that the subsisting foundation of mutual interest 
and the strongest motives, conneximi of religion, 
policy, and blood, would make an alliance (with 
England more especially) solid and to be depended 
upon. That therefore, however circumstances might 
have .made him occasionally resort to France, he 
knew where the true and substantial interests of his 
country lay, and was ready, as soon as a general 
peace was made, which would entirely divest him of 
all obligations to France, to enter into the most strict 
and zealous union with the maritime powers, for the 
future security and liberties of Europe. 

“ Upon which he gave me his hand, and desired I 
would write to my court for full power and instruc¬ 
tion in relation to the concerting a defensive alliance 
with Great Britain, as soon as the peace was con¬ 
cluded.” The idea that he was now to do something 
for England, and step out of the decided neutrality, 
was declined ^y the king, who said that France 
omitted no indann whatever to have made him do 
it, on her behalf, which he always had, and ever 
should constantly refuse. That though ho had no 
reason to be at all contented with the general con¬ 
duct of France towards him, yet, on t^e other hand, 
he had received such obligations and assistance from 
her, at the beginning of his difficulties, as made it a 
point of honour not to take a part against her. On 
individual points, he might indeed interfere and un¬ 
dertake the mediation. 

Lcgge advised that England should immediately 
take advantage of the moment, before BVance could 
gain the king. Peace, however, intervened, which. 
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«onfinned Silesia to hiift: He the|efore retnajued 
quiet, and would not suffer his hands to be hastily ^ 
tied. »Disputes also arose with Dngland respecting 
commercial affairs and Silesian debts, so that it was 
not till the year 1756, tHfet a new uninterru})ted di¬ 
plomatic intercourse recommenced between England 
and Prussia*. -t*. 

I shall return, however, to the negotiations be¬ 
tween England and Austria. In a dispatch to 
Robinson, on the 16th of July, 1748f, the dulce of 
Newcastle defends the English policy against the 
reproaches of Maria Theresa, and says, among other 
things—“We have spoken only so far for Sardinia 
and Prussia as justice or necessity demanded.” 
Holland was now so distressed that it co«iH only 
be saved by accepting the preliminaries of peace. 

I hear that the minister Kaunitz has spoken of the 
non-existence of the barrier treaty. You must speak 
Tery seriously on this point with the emj)rcss, the 
queen, and the ministers. “ If this reasoning is to 
take place, they will consider how far it will carry 
them, namely, to nothing less thai^he dissolution of 
the whole alliance. On this account, Austria must 
declare to England and Holland that the barrier 
treaty docs exist, and that the terms and conditiSi^ 
of it shall be Sbmplied with. 

“ The king of Prussia,” continues the duke of 
Newcastle, " had professed a disposition to enter 

*From 1748 to 1756 there are no dispatchei from Berlin in the 
State-paper Office, except some unimportant notices, inserted among' * 
other papers. Legge was recalled in November, 1748. According to 
Ptasiian accounts, Williams, who was ptubq|}i1y at Dresden, was like¬ 
wise engagidin Berlin, from July, 1750, to January, 1751. Mitchell 
did not arrive'thera till April, 1756. 

f Austria, vol. cIsxiT. 
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into the strictest alliance with the maritime powers; 
on which it was said t6 him, he would see the ad¬ 
vantage and necessity of joining with the allies^nlso; 
that the king of England was firmly c^termindd to 
support the old system; tlpt if the king of Prussia 
would concur in it, he would find his advantage 
in it. ^ 

“ That it was the king of England's interest to 
support the house of Austria; that therefore the 
king would be under the greatest difficulty, if the 
courts of Vienna and Berlin were not also upon a 
fooling of friendship with each other. That the 
king of Prussia had gained more than any prince 
in Europe, and that this would be the best security 
for his^cquisitions. But that it was but just, if he 
expected the queen's confirmation of the cession in 
his favour, and the guarantee of the rest of the 
powers for them, that his majesty should also guaran¬ 
tee the Pragmatic Sanction in its full extent. (The 
cessions only to be excepted which have been made 
by the queen.) 

“ The king of Prussia will confine his guarantee to 
the queen’s German dominions and the J^ow Coun¬ 
tries ; but at the same time it is expressly said that 
he will defend her dominions against any attempt 
from France. The great point will he, to put his 
Prussian majesty’s sincerity on the proof, and not be 
too credulous on the one hand and too negligent on 
the other.” 

Ten days after, on the 26th of July, 1748, the 
duke of Newcastle writes to Lord Sandwich in Hol¬ 
land *:—“ You know Ihe aversion the Czarina has to 


State-paper Office, Holland, toI. cezzi. 
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anythmg that relates tp the king of Prussiaj^; how 
extremely offended she was,«nd is,%itli the^ ifticlc 
inse^d in the preliminaries for the guarantee of* 
rale^ and ^lati;. And if the ’*king of Prussia is 
invited to accede, and th(| Czarina not, it would not 
only make her fly out, b,ut use all her influence and 
credit at Vienna (avIucIi arc very great) t^ create 
new difficulties in our future progress. 

“ Mr. Legge arrived here on Wednesday last 
from Berlin. I am sorry to say he did not bring 
any very satisfactory account of the king of Prussia’s 
present disposition, or any explicit declaration of 
his sentiments. On the contrary, when Mr. Legge 
represented to the king of Prussia (agreeably to the 
manner in which he had always talked to lupi) the 
advantages of his coming to an agreement with the 
king’s allies, as Avell as .with the maritime powers, 
the king of Prussia answered in general terms, that * 
|hat was a new point which deserved to be con¬ 
sidered. ^nd upon the whole Mr. Legge thinks 
that it is far from being impossible that the king of 
Prussia may still come in; yet' in Mr. Legge’s 
last audience the king of Prussia seemed rather 
desirous to put an end to the conversation, than 
to come to any clear explanation of his inten¬ 
tions, or to ms^fic direct proposals of any land Avhat- 
ever. 

“ Mr. Legge, however, is of opinion that nothing 
can be more just or so proper to discover the king 
of Prussia’s real views, and indeed to promote the 
unjpn, upon the only foot that it can be practicable, 
as the inferting in the definitivg treaty a general 
article, ||pl^eby the king of Prussia will see upon 
what tcritos he may have the benefit of this treaty. 
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and^tibe guarantee of the contracting powers for 
^ Silesia and Glalz*; namely, on his giving the reci¬ 
procal guarantee fqr what is stipulated in favl|nr 6f 
the contracting parties, which Mr. Legge thinks he 
may not ultimately refuse comply with; and in¬ 
deed, if he docs, it will be a great indication that his 
Prussian majesty meant nothing by all his over¬ 
tures but to divide the maritime jmwers from the 
rest of their allies, and to substitute himself in the 
place of those allies.” 

Contrary to the wish of England, Austria still 
procrastinated concluding the pcacef. In a letter 
of the duke of Newcastle, addressed to Keith, in 
Vienna, he complains of the peevishness, discon- 
tcntcdn||)5s, and ill-humour of the Vienna court. On 
this account Keith sought and obtained an audience,^ 
^ of which he gives an account in a dispatch of the 
27th of September. “ The emperor told me,” he 
\mtcs, “ he believed nobody would say that they 
had not been very faithful to all their engiagements 
with regard to us. Ho considered England and 
Austria to be married together, and consequently 
that their interest was inseparable, and tliat ho 
piqued himself to be very national Avitii respect to 
England.’’ 

The empress felt much more hurt than the 
emperor; she avoided every audience and every 
conversation with Keith, and England was still 
cbnsidcrcd at Vienna to be partial, especially for 
the king of Sardinia. 

* Staje-pAper Office, vol. ccxxii. Letter of 3ril October, 
f State-paper Office, Auktiia, vul. clxxv. Dibpatcli.^f J^th, 15th 
September, y 
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However, the treaty of .^x-la-Qbapelle waa con¬ 
cluded on the 18th October, 1748, and the duke of 

■a ' ^ 

Ncnrastlc wrote to Keith on t}|B 6th December:— 

“ All possible means must be used to cure the court 
of Vienna of their unjiift and groundless jealousy 
and suspicion, and to bring them into a right way 
of thinking and acting with respect to their best 
friends and allies.” 

In a dispatch of the following day (7th December) 
Keith writes r—" The Prussian minister at Vienna, 
Mr. Von Podewils, has applied to me, requesting 
that I would use my good offices to keep up a good 
understanding between his court and Vienna; espe¬ 
cially as he was very well apprised of his sovereign’s 
friendly dispositions in that respect. Thafethe king 
his master had at his audience of leave explained 
himself strongly and clearly on that subject, and 
that by the reception he had met here from the 
ministers, he had reason to think they were equally 
well disposed.’’ 

To this the duke of Newcastle answered on the 
20th December:—“ I am rejoiced at the disposition 
and conduct of the court of Vienna. The declaration 
which Mr. Von Podewils made to you of the king 
his master’s present good dispositions, is undoubt¬ 
edly owing to the firmness which his majesty (the 
king of England) has showed in abiding by his old 
allies; and in not complying with the unreasonable ^ 
and captious demands of the king of Prussia*; and 
at the same time to the care which the king of 
tngland has taken not to give his Prussian majesty 


They are not more particularly pointed out. 
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any just cause of complaint, by a bacTiwardness in 
the execution ^f the ^gagcments contracted with 
him; provided h^ Prussian majesty exccuti^ wdi 
the same exactness all his engagements,to his 
majesty and his allies; awd a continuance of the 
same firm and prudent conduct towards the king of 
Prussia will be the most effectual means of prevent¬ 
ing him from engaging in any measures that may 
endanger the public tranquillity.” 

It is much to be regretted that the dispatches of 
the ambassadors seldom touch on the internal affairs 
of states, and that when they happen to make an 
exception, tlie truth of what they communicate re¬ 
quires to be very strictly scrutinized. 'I'hese dis- 
patche^^are filled, in the years of peace in particular, 
almost entirely with matters which lose all their 
importance in the course of time, and only such 
parts as have a reference to greater events and pre¬ 
pare the way for them, deserve mention, llefore I 
do this, for the period that elapsed from'the treaty 
of Aix-la-Chapelle to the bursting out of the Seven 
Years’ ^^'ar, I must go back for some particulars 
respecting Maria Theresa and Frederick. 

In the spring of 1745, the Jews were commanded 
to quit the Austrian dominions within six months. 
“ All the remonstrances of the ministers,” writes the 
English ambassador*, “were in vain, and Maria 
Theresa answered, ‘ she should take it for granted 
that tlicir intercession arose from self-interest and for 
Jewish money.’ The endeavours of the grand duke 
and of Pi'ince Charles were equally unsuccessfal. 
There is no accounting for this singular affair, but 


State-paper Office, Austria, vol. clxi. Dispatch of 27th March. 



i&D FREDERICK II. AND HIS TIMES. [i6H. XX. 

!by imputing if to some rash vow, or at least to some 
Very early insurmountable pH^udicc in the course of 
j4rer*e^ucation. Her aversion to the sight of a Jew 
jras to^ great to be concealed; %hcn at Presburg, 
she covM not pass from t^e town to her palace but 
through the very street that was thronged by that 
people.” Not only England, but the Elector of 
Mayence, the king of Poland, and other princes, 
nay, even the Pope, interceded for the Jews. Eng¬ 
land interceded in like manner for the Protestants, 
who were persecuted in Hungary*. 

There was no ground for similar remonstrances to 
Frederick II. On the other hand, his mode of life 
was most strictly watched, and great suspicions were 
entertained of his orthodoxy. On the 12th January, 
1745, the English plenipotentiary Laurence writes 
from Berlin j-:—“ The king supped, on the Gth, at 
Count Rothenburg’s, with the Opera-dancer, Bar- 
barini, and some other persons of that stamp. Ho 
affects an air of cheerfulness and satisfaction, and 
does nothing but sing and laugh. However, those 
who are obliged to see him in private are loud in 
their complaints of his ill-humour. At present he 
does not know what to do, nor how to extricate him¬ 
self from the bad condition to which he has brought 
himself. Count Rothenburg is mortally hated by 
everybody here J, yet he continues to be his master’s 
favourite and spy. It is said that Barbai’ini, having 
captivated the king, has not only accepted a new 
engagement for tluee years, but, supping very often 

State-papci Office, Austria, vol. ckvii. Letter of Lord Harring¬ 
ton of 15th jpii^mber, 1746. 

t Pruasia, vol. Ixiv. 
t Pnuiia. Dispatch of 2Gth January. 
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at Count Bothcnburg’sj she has obtamed permissioi) 
to take a journey to llkly.* 

“ Count Rothenburg (dispatch of tl^ of 

January, 174G) Continues still a favour^ of hjs 
majesty, and is always, as it is called in French ? at 
the parties fines, composed of the dancing women 
Barbarini, Madame Brand, and the widowed countess 
Truchscssj.” 

The king's health was considered to be feeble; 
and it was generally believed that he would die 
early. In the dispatches of Febrnaiy, 1747, it is 
said, “ He has often colic, j»ains in the kidneys, ob¬ 
structions on the liver, and twice attacks of apoplexy 
He plays the flute, contrary to the advice of his 
physici^s; drinks freely of champagne, and takes 
no care of his health. If he were to die soon, the 
common cause would gain, for the Crown Frinco 
mortally hates the French.” 


CHAPTER XXI. 

Troiiliiea in ITulIaiul—Riots in GrSuingen, in Friesland, Leyden, 
the Iljguo, Amsteidam, and Haarlem—The Oligarchy—The 
Populace—Rad management of the Finances. 

It is frequently intimated in the dispatches, that 
a speedy conclusion of the peace was absolutely 
necessaiy for the United Netherlands. The follow¬ 
ing statements confirm the truth of this cessation. 

* Dispatch of 9th March. If Barbarini obtained permission to go 
to Italy, her captivating the king was of little importtOtcct 
f Prussia, vol. lav. 

I Dispatches of the Ist, 21st, and 28th Febftiary, 
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Oppressive taxes, and the arrogance of the aris¬ 
tocracy in the cities, excited^he greatest dissatis- 
facti6n, especially among the common people; the 
latter hc^cd to gain by strengthening the power of 
the Stadtholder, whose friends perhaps too little dis¬ 
dained an alliance with the discontented, or hoped 
in the end to profit by the troubles. 

On the 22nd of March, 1748, (writes the English 
plenipotentiary Dayrolly*) “ the day they received 
at Groningen the news of her royal highness's happy 
delivery of a prince, upon some pretenc#or other the 
magistrates would not suffer the colours to be dis- 
played, or the bells to be rung, which so enraged the 
mob, that they went to the chief burgomaster’s house, 
pillaged and destroyed every thing that came in 
their way, and were going to do the same by several 
others, when they were informed that the magistrates, 
who had assembled in a hurry in the toAvn-house, 
seeing the disposition of the mob, had unanimously 
agreed to settle the succession to the Stadtholder- 
ship on the same footing as in Holland.” But 
Groningen will hoAvever (dispatch of the 2Cth of 
March) limit the succession to male heirs only, and 
retain the appointment to offices. 

“ In the country about Groningen” (dispatch of 
the 9th of April) “ some boors were grown very riot¬ 
ous, so that the States have been obliged to send a 
detachment of horse to disperse them; but the ex¬ 
pedition w'as unsuccessful; the boors having found 
moans to disarm the troopers, Avliich has gi'catly 
raided their insolence. 

“ In Cbruitingen the mob having been informed 


Hiillaiii], vol. ccxxxii. 
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that M. Giersma, the^urgomaster, had desired the 
States to indemnify him for the damages done<at his 
house m the last |iots, they had assembled directly, 
and proceeded to his house in the countiy, where 
they had committed all manner of disorders, not¬ 
withstanding the States had refused him his request, 
though by the small majority of three votes.” 

“ The prince of Orange” (dispatch of the 4th of 
July) “ thinks of restoring order in Groningen, but 
will now have something to do in Friezland; where 
the boors of several districts are noev assembled in a 
tumultuous manner, and threaten their magistrates 
with destruction, unless they consent to grant the 
Stadtholder the same prerogatives and the same 
extent*of power with which his highness has been 
invested by the other six provinces. The States of 
Friezland have applied to tlie prince of Orange for 
regular troops to disperse the rioters, and protect 
them against the insults of the pi-oplc.” 

“ Friezland boors” (dispatch of the 8th of June) 
" have committed great excesses; all houses belong¬ 
ing to the fanners of the taxes have been plundered, 
and laid level with the ground. And numbers of 
houses belonging to the grietmen* and other gentle¬ 
men, who are thought to be averse to any alteration 
in the government, have been reduced to ashes. A 
considerable number of grictmen have since as¬ 
sembled, and deliberated about extending the pre¬ 
rogatives and hereditary rights of the Stadtholder.” 

" About 700 boors” (dispatch of 11 th .1 une), '• from 
all the different villages of Friezland. contrived, with 
their boats, to get into the town of Leuwaiden, and, 


Grietmanner; this word mt-ans bailiffs. 
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as soon as the States had opened theif assembly, 
they #ent eight deputies to them, to desire they ■ 
would redress their grievaftK^s, and consent to a 
number of proposals, which they submitted to their 
consideration. The chief of which related to the 
succession of the female line; the additional power 
to be granted to the Stadtholder ; and the abolition 
of several taxes. It was now too late for the States 
to offer any resistance, and, in compliance with what 
was required of them, they came to several resolu¬ 
tions, wliicli were immediately sent to the prince of 
Orange by four of their deputies. In Overyssel and 
Groningen, also, the houses of some tax-collectors 
Iiave been destroyed, and demands for the abolition 
of some taxes made.” 

“ The prince of Orange and the States General” 
(dispf|tch of 14th June) “ have, however, declared, 
that taxes could not be spared and abolished at 
once; that all should Avait for legal resolutions; and 
the disturbers of the public peace be punished.” 

" Meantime Friezland andiGroningen ” (dispatch 
of 18th June) “ arc in a state of complete anarchy. 
There the boors succeeded in gettit% twelve of their 
deputies admitted to the assembly of the States, , 
and this has been imitated in other places. At the 
Hague the rioters had a meeting, and intended to 
pull down the tax-gatherers’ houses, threatening, 
likcAvisc, destruction to the Grand Pensionary, ^d 
the Fiscal Van Wesel, as those who promoted these 
taxes, in order to dmde with the farmers the spoils 
of the people. Armed citizens, however, hindered 
the execution of this plan. At Haarlem the riot 
was not so easily appeased, though general Grobes- 
tein was sent thither by the prince of Orange to 
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exhort the people, in his highness’s name, to keep 
quiet. His presopce, however, could not prevent 
them from demolishing*all the houses of the fanners 
of the taxes, throwing the Sacks full of money into the 
canals, burning their papers, and committing seve¬ 
ral di^rders, in which some people even lost their 
lives; and the rioters could not be prevailed upon to 
disperse till the magistrates had agreed to suspend 
the payment of the taxes, till they were promised 
that the prince of Orange would consider their 
grievances, a#d see them redressed. As soon as 
the magistrates had perceived the evil intentions of 
the people, they assembled immediately the bour¬ 
geoisie, and desired to know whether they would 
stand bji them, and protect them against the insults 
of the mob? They answered, very readily, they 
would, as far as it concerned the stadthousc,,|lheir 
persons and property; but that they woul®f4ot 
meddle in anything that concerned the farmers of 
the taxes. 

“ On the 17th June the mob was up at Leyden, 
and very busy last night in pulling down houses*. 
All these notions must bring the prince of Orange to 
the dilemma of doing what the people desire; or in 
punishing thus to the utmost extent of the placards, 
which arc, indeed, now become so common, that they 
are not minded as they were at first. Many are an¬ 
gry lhat, since 1679, nothing has been done towards 
improving the finances, and, if the taxes are now 
not punctually paid, the farmers arc naturally 
obliged to make reductions. The disorders of the 


* State-paper Office, France, vul. xevi. Wultcr's dispatch of the 
18th and 25th June, 1748. 
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populace arc very justly censured; but, without 
doubt, TOeasures ought to have l>een taken for re¬ 
moving the prevailing abuses. If the authorities 
will do nothing, it is resdved that the prince shall 
be made Count of Holland. If he then, also, does 
nothing, they will depose him, as they have^ before 
raised him. 

“ Last Tuesday, towards the evening, the rioters 
assembled in the Hague in greater numbers than 
the day before; forced all the avenues that were 
guarded by the burghers, and proceed directly to 
the chief farmer of the taxes’ house, which they 
plundered of every individual thing that was in it*. 
Several fresh detachments of the burghers were im¬ 
mediately sent fo disperse tlie mob, with orders to 
fire upon them, if they could not effect it otherwise. 
They soon perceived that they had no other method 
left but to come to this last extremity, as the riotesf* 
(who were provided with stones, and even with some 
fire-arms) were determined, at any rate, to carry 
their point; they even began the attack against the 
burghers, who soon took to their heels after firing a 
volley, which, instead of being dUected against the 
rioters, was unfortunately fired among a parcel of in¬ 
nocent people, whose curiosity had led them thither. 
By this accident seven or eight persons were kiUed 
on the spot, besides those who were wounded, to the 
number of about twenty-five or thirty. As soon as it 
was perceived that the mob had got the better of 
the burghers, a detachment of the Swiss guards was 
ordered to disperse the rioters, who, upon their first 
appearance, immediately ran away. But, being in- 


* Hulland, vol, ccsxxii. Dispatch of Dayrollyi of 22Dd June. 
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formed the next morning that the guards had no 
orders to fire upon sthem, they assembled again, de¬ 
termined to vent their tage upon the houses of all 
the other farmers of the ttfSes. Tlie magistrates of 
the Hague sent, upon this, for the officers of the bour¬ 
geoisie^ to exhort them to do their duty, and to put 
an end to all these disturbances; but they answered, 
their men were resolved they would have nothing 
more to do with it, as long as it concerned only the 
farmers of the taxes; but they would take care no 
harm should fee done to any body else. The mob 
being now at liberty to do whatever they pleased, 
employed the whole day in pillaging the houses of 
the farmers of the taxes, and doing, unmolested, all 
the mischief they could think of; but their fury fell 
only upon these farmers of the public revenues.” All 
were, therefore, forced to assist in strengthening the 
^wer of the prince of Orange, and the disaffected 
States were obliged to offer their assistance.” 

A second dispatch of Keith of the same day 
(the ‘22d June) * confirms the account given by 
Dayrollys of the riots in the Hague. “ The mob 
sent a message td% lady', Madame Stuart, who hap¬ 
pened to live in a house that belonged to a farmer 
of the taxes, to desire her to remove immediately, 
and carry all her goods away, as they were resolved to 
demolish the house forthwith, which they accordingly 
did soon after. The same day they gave a safe¬ 
guard to a farmer of the taxes, Avho was so fortunate 
as to be in the good graces of the mob. During all 
that time they meddled with none but the farmer of 
the taxes’ houses; but on Thursday they began to 


* Holland, vol. eczsxjii. 
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threaten some other persons who happened to be re¬ 
lated to, or connected with, them* 

“ No eariiest“.measures to support the power of 
the magistrates have been taken, and that the 
people have been quiet since yesterday in the after¬ 
noon, I attribute it rather to their being weary, 
than to any measures that have been taken to put a 
stop to their insolence j though nothing was so easy, 
as the mob was composed of women and children, 
so that an hundred men of the regular troops, 
with proper orders, would at any tifne have been 
sufficient to put an end to the sedition. There was, 
indeed, an unlucky circumstance in this affair: the 
prince of Orange’s indisposition, which hindered 
him to act himself, and^put a timely stop to the 
affair.” 

The prince proposed to the States of Holland the 
abolition of the farming of the taxes, especially the 
taxes on consumption*. All the States consented, 
with the exception of Amsterdam. Neither is it re¬ 
solved how the deficiency which will occur in the 
fcvenuo is to be supplied. Tlie prince has also pro¬ 
posed changes in appointing offi^s to public situa¬ 
tions, and in the appropriation of the revenues of 
the Post Office, where great partiality and monopoly 
have hitherto existed; public offices have, contrary 
to oath, been sold; there is no control against the 
oligarchical magistrates and the prejudicial influence 
of families; a girl of nine years of age was appointed 
to the office of midwife to the town j and similar in¬ 
stances might bo multiplied. 

Hitherto all has been quiet at Amsterdam, and 


Dispatch of Woliers of 28th June. France, vol. xevi. 
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it was hoped that the new measures of the gb\'em- 
ment, respecting tlfc changes in tlic system of taxa¬ 
tion, M'ould amply satisfy them*. " 15ut last Mon-- 
day e\'cning the riot had begun in Amsterdam Avith 
so much violence, that the houses of upwards of 
twenty farmcTS of the taxes had been demolished; 
and that the mob had carried their insolence so far 
as even to pull doivn one of the houses opposite the 
Stadthousc, and under the very eyes of their magis¬ 
trates who wcr§there assembled upon that occasion.” 
At last, firing was resorted to, by which about twelve 
persons Averc killed. The burghers, hoAvcver, arc as 
much enraged Avitli the farmers of the taxes as the 
mob. In the general panic Avhich prevailed, and on 
the proposition of the prince of Orange, a change in 
the farming system, and a reduction in the taxes of 
Amsterdatn, was also determined upon. I'hc same 
was done at Utrecht, to prevent excesses. 

In the sequel this lenity did not prcA'cnt the adop¬ 
tion of rigorous measurcsf . In Amsterdam a man 
and woman, Avho had put themselves at the head of 
the rioters, Avcrc s|ptcnccd to be hanged, nic moU 
attempted to rescue them, and to force some of the 
aA^enucs Avhere the burghers Avere posted. 'Jlic last 
fired upon them, and killed and Avounded between 
tAventy and thirty; but the confusion occasioned 
thereby Avas so prodigious, that a considerable num¬ 
ber of the spectators were pushed into the neigh¬ 
bouring canals, Avherc, it is said, upwards of forty 
persons AA^cre drowned, besides those who aa'cto 
crushed and trampled to death. Yesterday another 


* Dispatch of Daytollys of 29th June. Holland, vol. ccxjuui. 
f His dispatch of 3ud July. 



190^ FREDERICK TI. AND HIS TIMES. [CH. XXI. 

ringleader, who was accompanied by a strong escort, 
was hung without any disturbance. The financiid 
embarrassmenli^ increase, as there are no means to 
make good the deficiency. Most of the old magi¬ 
strates are adverse to the prince of Orange*. 'JThe 
magistrates of Amsterdam endeavour to prove their 
rights-j-. (The question, however, at that time, was 
not so much respecting literal rights as the due ap¬ 
plication of them.) 

" In Friezland the peoplej, who have intruded 
themselves into the government of that province, 
are running such lengths, that they appear to be 
rather the effects of madness, than of their in¬ 
clination to reform, in this rebellious manner, 
the abuses they complain of. They have increased 
to 160 the seventy-two articles to which they have 
lately compelled the States to give their consent. 
They have likewise seized upon the arsenal and 
powder-magazine at Leuwarden, and declare that 
they will support the measures they have taken, and 
defend them to the last extremity, in case any 
attempt should be made to red|^e them by force. 
If troops should approach, they will pierce the 
dikes, and perish with their wives and children, 
rather than submit to the old form of government. 

“ The insurrection at Leyden was come, last 
Thursday, to such a pitch §, Aat some of the mob 
went armed to the town-hall to make new demands 
of the magistrates; threatening to be the death of 
them, if they did noit submit that night. And the 

* Dupatch of 13th July, Holland, vol. cczxziii. 
t Welter’s dispatch of 23rd July. France, vol. xevi. 

t Dispatch of 30th July. Holland, vol. acsuciv. 
i Dispatch of Walter, 9th August. France, vol. xevi. 
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following day, the mob threatened to pull down the 
houses of some of the magistrate^, even of those 
that the prince of Orange had thdught proper to 
continue. Troeps have been sent to the town, and 
some of the ringleaders thrown into prison. 

" In many places the people demand the deposi¬ 
tion of the town magistrates* * * § , who arc weak, dis¬ 
united, and embarrassed for want of money. 

“ The prince of Orange has received a commis¬ 
sion f from the States of Holland, to reconcile the 
citizens and the magistrates of Amsterdam ; and to 
change the latter if necessary. He was received 
with much festivity by the citizens. The estates 
resolved, indeed, to continue the old taxes, but, 
in future, to have them levied by civil officers, and 
to abolish certain exemptions];. The farmers had 
hitherto been used very much to favour the mem¬ 
bers of the magistracy. 

Groningen awarded not so much to the prince of 
Orange as Friczland; the boors, displeased with 
this, a few days ago invested the house where the 
States were asscmi^led, and obliged them to conform, 
in every respect, mth Friesland, as far as may con¬ 
cern the authority of the Stadtholder§. But, before 
this resolution was taken, Mr. Leeuwe Von Aduwart, 
one of the most considerable members of the States, 
was in the utmost danger of his life j for, at the time 
he was stepping out of his coach, he was knocked 
down, and trampled almost to death, before he could 
be assisted; then it was with the utmost difficulty 

* Sander’a dispatch of 11th August. Holland, vol. ecxxv. 

Welter's disjiatch of 28th August. France, vol. jccvi. 

J Dispatches of 21st June and 26th August. Holland, vol, ccxzzv. 

§ Dispatch of 7th September, vol. eczsdi. 
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that hS escaped the rage of the people, by saving 
himself over the roofs of the houses. 

• ‘%The prince^f Orange has changed the burgo¬ 
masters, and part of the town courteil, in Ajaster- 
Since then, t^e demands for the remoVsd of 
old judges; for filling up the officers’ places, &c., 
have increased. The prince endeavoured to settle 
everything equitably, but could not please anybody 
Orf tlic 9thj in the afternoon, Gemmirk, one of 
the burgher deputationf, that was one of the chief 
people that brought about the change of the magi¬ 
strates, and who had hitherto been in great credit 
with the people, having, in the burgher assembly, 
reported that he had not received a favourable 
answer from the Stadtholder to the message which 
he was sent with, which was to have his l^ghncss’s 
approbation to choose a city council of war entirely 
independent of the magistrates, he was abused in 
the most tereiblc manner by the assembly, more 
particularly as he had been one of those that had 
proposed the naming some of the magistrates that 
were chosen at their recommendation, and also by 
the officers of the burghers. Things went so far 
that Gemmirk and his friends were in danger of 
their lives. And, as an instance of what the asper¬ 
sions against them were, I can only say that next 
feday they printed a justification, in which they de¬ 
clared that they never hSd, either with his highness 
or any of his courtiers, any conference that tended 
to the giving up the privileges of the city, and to 
selling the liberties of their fellow-citizens. u 

“ These deputies being turned out, others were, 

* Diipatch of 10th September, vol. cesuii. 
f Wtdtet’e dispatch ofJSth September, fronce, vol. sevi. 



f^tOUBLES IN iftLLAND. 


193 


1748.] 

immediately chosen. The new deputies were sent to 
the Prince-stadtholder -with a mcsslige from the as¬ 
sembly, to‘desire leave to choo.se a frcfc council of war, 
in which all the ^fficers, from the colonel down to the 
ensign, should be chosen by thcT)iirghcrs. The prinfSb" 
answered, tbat he could absolutidy not grant their 
request, adding the strongest arguments that could 
be for this his refusal, as the unlawfulness, absurdity', 
and inconstancy of a council of war entirely indepeifd- 
entof the magistrates. With tliis answer tlie burgliers 
went bach to tho assembly, M'here it was very ill-re¬ 
ceived : insomuch that, on the 10th, at three in the 
morning, the burghers returned in numbers to the 
house where the prince lodges. Count Uentinck 
and others apimared to r<*coive their message, but 
none of the reasons that were given them, for not 
disturbing his highness at that time, were of any 
effect, and the prinec was obliged to admit three of 
them into his bed-chamber; and the request was 
put to his highness in much stronger terms than the 
day before. To which tho prince, moved at their 
unreasonable obstinacy, answered as before, that he 
would rather leave the city that instant, than do 
anything against his conscience. Upon which the 
deputies gave the prince to understand, that the 
burghers would not suffer him to stir out of the city, 
till everything was regulated to the full satisfaction 
of tluj citizens, and that GOOD were within call, to 
keep the gates and booms of the city. ^ 

“ The prince, finding it impossible to withhold 
the intent of this frantic mob, granted their re¬ 
quest, which, the next morning, was ratified by 
publication. Tranquillity was not, however, yet re¬ 
stored ; fresh misunderstandings and demands arose, 

K 
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till the prince caused the greater part of the council 
to be chosen anew and confirmed. Some said, that 
all originated Vith the prince’s enemies; others, 
that his friends had continued it, in order to carry 
matters to extremity,\nd attain certain objects. 

** Upon the first appearance of new tumults at 
Haarlem, fifty dragoons were sent thither *; but, for 
some reason or other, the magistrates dismissed them 
very soon. Immediately after their departure, the 
mob rose, shut the gates of the town, wliere they 
kept guard, and assembled to a very great number 
in the market-jilace, besieging the magistrates in 
the town-house, and making very extravagant de¬ 
mands, amounting in effect to a resolution of pay¬ 
ing no taxes at all. Tl# prince, upon this notice, 
ordered General Cornabi, with a strong detachment 
of Dutch and Swiss guards, and some cavalry, to 
march to Haarlem, to support the collectors in the 
execution of their office. The general found the 
gate shut, which having ordered liis men to force 
open, the burghers fired at them, and wounded one 
Serjeant. The soldiers then were ordered to return 
*the fire, "which immediately drove the mob from the 
post; the gate was soon forced open, and the troops 
marched up to the market-place, where another 
skirmish ensued, and another four or five burghers 
being killed, and ten or twelve wounded, the rest 
took to their heels. 

The same day a deputation came from Haarlem 
to the prince, demanding the abolition of all the 
taxes, with many other ridiculous proposals. But 
the prince, instead of giving any answer to such 
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absurdities, committed the deputies, who wefe eight 
in number, to prison. Several of the ringleaders 
are taken, and the prince seems resolved to be 
vigorous in the-punishment of these offenders ; and a 
strict inquiry will be made into the condition of the * 
magistrates, which I hope will have a good effect in 
the other towns.” 

The preceding communications prove : — 

First, That Holland, during such great dangers 
at home, was certainly unable any longer to bear 
the burthen of a foreign war. 

Secondly, That farming the public revenues ex¬ 
cites much more discontent, and is accompanied with 
greater oppression, than collecting them by officers. 

Ihirdly, That the United Netherlands had not 
done enough, in the eighteenth century, to regulate 
their finances. 

Fourthl}', That the pretended republican govern¬ 
ment was, in many respects, oligarchical and selfish. 

Fifthly, That, when the government does not in¬ 
troduce reasonable reforms at the right time, the 
mob has recourse to unreasonable revolutionary 
measures, and, in fact, neither party can be acquitted 
of all blame. 
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CIIAPTEU XXII. 

Upon the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle—Relations of the European powers, 
En);Ian(l, France, Prussia, Austria — Contest in America — 
—Declarations of England and Austria nixni and against Fre¬ 
derick II.—Lord Marshal—English Comniercial Laws_Sdesiun 

Debts—The Barrier Treaty—An^tna and Sp.iin — Kaunitz — 
Feeling in Paris—France defends Frederick II.—Election of the 
King of tho Romans—Disputes respecting the Palatinate—Misun¬ 
derstandings between England and Austria, and letweeu England 
and Prussia—Hostility of Engband and Austria to Prussia—Eu¬ 
ropean Policy. 


Frederick II. justly affirms*, “ tjiat the peace of 
Aix-la-Chapellc had by mb means done away with 
all the points in dispute, and still less with all sus¬ 
picion. The last was especially directed against 
himself, and even those powers endeavoured to 
calumniate him, to isolate him, and to represent him 
as extremely dangerous, who were by no means in¬ 
terested in so doing.” What we must consider as 
natural in Austria, appears in Eussia to be mere 
passion, and in England, mere prejudice. In the 
years 1749 to 1755, we find only fruitless, frequently • 
contradictory, arguings backwards and forwards. It 
is not till the last year, that the negotiations acquire 
a more decided tendency, and lead to deeds. 

I subjoin, first, extracts from the dispatches of the 
ear]icr years. 

In January, 1749, the English colonel, Yorke, 
was sent to Paris. He writes:—“ M. de Puysieux f 

* (Euvres Posthumei, iii. 39. 
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said to me, if any ally the king of France had, and 
he would particularly name to me the king of Prus¬ 
sia, should, on any account, endeavour to engage 
them to take part in recommencing the war, they 
would not only give him a flat denial, but do some¬ 
thing more, and be the first to put a stop to it, in a 
manner worthy of themselves. War and peace in 
Europe depend on France and England. 

“ Yorkc observed*, that the king of Prussia was a 
schemer, un homme a projefs; to which Puysieux an¬ 
swered. that France did not enter info all his jdans, 
and Frederick would probably bo willing to reduce 
his army, if Au.sfria did the same. On the J2th of 
April, M. do Puysieux f repeated what he had said 
about Prussia, and added, France was ready to 
make common cause against Frederick II., not only 
with England, but also with Austria, in ease Fre¬ 
derick should attack it. That this had also been 
intimated to the king of Poland. About the same 
time, Barlcnstein had already conceived the notion 
of uniting Austria with France against Pimsiat 
which the duke of Newcastle, however, declared to 
bo quite chimerical. Even at the beginning of 
August, the French minister§ declared, that bTance 
knew Frederick was ready to catch at any opportu¬ 
nity to extend his power and dominion; but they 
W'cre on their guard, and would keep him in check.” 

About the same time^ Lord Albemarle w’enl to 
Paris, and the negotiations respecting Tobago, the 
West Indies, and Acadia], gradually took such a 

* Uupatch of 29:h March. t Dispatch of 12th ApriL 
t DiSiKitch of 3r(t March, .Auntria, vul. clxxvi. 

} Dispatch of Itli Aiiguiit, from Palis, vul. xcvii. 
il France, vol. xcviii., August, 1749. 



19S 


FREDERICK II. AND HIS TIMES. [CH. XKII. 


turn as changed the ideas of the court of Versailles 
respecting Prussia. 

At Vienna, the Austrian ministers complained*, 
that the Prussian ambassador. Von Podowils, sent 
unfavourable accounts to Berlin, and represented 
everything in the worst light; while Maria Theresa 
declared she would forget what was past, and live in 
peace with all her neighbours, especially with Prus¬ 
sia. Marshal Saxe, while he was at Dresden, went 
to Count Sternberg, the Austrian ambassador, and 
told him f, he could not conceive how the court of 
Vienna could entertain any jealousy against the 
king of Prussia. That it was certain that prince 
was quite satisfied with the acquisitions he has 
made, and with the situation he was in, and had 
laid aside all ambitious thoughts, in order to in¬ 
dulge his natural taste for the sciences and building. 
Austria might disarm ; Prussia would do the same. 
Tliese mutual polite assurances did not, however, 
lead to any wholesome resolutions, and even the 
course of verbal and written negotiations relaxed 
and ceased. 

It was not till the 17th of October, 1730, that the 
duke of Newcastle wote to Lord Albqmarle at 
Paris J:—“ Baron Vorster, the imperial minister 
here, did inform me, that Count Kaunitz had the 
strongest orders from his court to act in concert with 
you, in everything that concerned the general affairs 

* Dispatches from Vienna of 19th March and 24th July, vol. cIkxtI. 
On the 27th June the Duke of Newcastle writes to Keith, that Prussia 
had concluded a treaty with the Turks, and that he was to confide 
this secret to the emperor alone. 

f Dispatch of 2nd August, Austria, vol. clxxvii, 

I State-paper OflSce, France, vol. c. 
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of Europe. His majesty has gfrcat confidence in 
Kaunitz’s ability and good intentions, of which he 
has given most signal proofs in our late transactions 
at Vienna. You arc to act in the most perfect con¬ 
cert wilh him.” 

In i\Jarch, 1751, the court ofA ienna made a hind 
of general declaration * respecting its views of the' 
aflliirs ot Europe :—Austria is ready to do everything 
for the maintenance of jieace. 'J'lie French court has 
acknowledged this truth more tlain once; but that 
the false insinuations of the king of I’nissia had 
constantly ])revailed there on all occasions f. 'I'liat 
the empress-queen would always fulfil the engage¬ 
ments she had contracted with her allies; but that 
they were purely defensive. U hat her imperial ma- 
jestv had reason to be surprised, that, after the 
many disco\erics which the court of lYance liad 
made, of the falsehoods published by that prince, 
they should continue to give credit to those he w'as 
daily inventing. 'I'hat at length, after so many 
proofs, the insinuations, which came from such a 
quarter, ought not to make any more imjiression; 
and that, in order to establish a perfect calm in 
Europe, it was time, once for all, to lay aside all pre¬ 
judice That the empress-queen was disposed to 
assure that court, even in writing, that she had not 
contracted anyolfensive engagements, either against 
the king of Prussia, or any other power.” 

With far less occasion, or even without any 
grounds whatever, either of anger or suspicion, the 
English declaration against Frederick 11. was still 

• Dis]iiitch of 4th March, Fraiifc, vul. cvi. 
t Wherein the iusinuatiune cuiibistcd, and »hat Frederick gained 
by them, is nowhere stated. 
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more severe than thar Austrian; an error which, as 
we shall afterwards see, was not without pernicious 
results. ^ 

On the 4th of M^rch, 1751, the duke of Bedford 
Avrites to Lord Albemarle at Paris*:—“ The en- 
deavours of the king^of Prussia, for infusing into the 
French court .groundless jealousy and suspicion, 
against his majesty and his allies, liaA-c been so fre- 
<[uently repeated, and Avitli so much rancour and 
malice,” &c. 

“ The king of Prussia,” Avi-ites Colonel Yorkc, on 
the 25111 of August, 1751 f, “gains ground every 
day in this country, and makes them believe wliat- 
cver he thinks proper. They have submitted just 
now to do for hhn what I much question whether 
they would have done for any other prince in Eu¬ 
rope.” 

From these words one might believe that Yorke 
had made a discovery of gi'eat political importance; 
and what then had the French gi-antcd ? 'I’hat the 
Prussian secretary of legation should take upon him, 
for a time, tlie functions of an ambassador, till Fre¬ 
derick should appoint the Lord Marshal; respect¬ 
ing which the loudest complaints were again made 
by England, bccatise he was a .Tacobite. 

This ill-founded and excessive zeal appears in an¬ 
other dispatch of Yorke’s J, in which he says, “ I 
urged him very strongly upon his Prussian majesty’s 
designs. I endeavoured to show him how uniformly 
he acted to foment disputes and Aviden breaches; 
and how wise use might be made of his discoA'ering 

his policy so clearly; how weak it was, on every occa- 

1 

Fr.ince, vol. cvi. f France^«>1. evii. 

J Dispatch, 15lh Septemher, 1751, France, vol. evii. 
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sion, to give in to tlic forgeries of that j)rince, s^nd 
to adopt his Measures; how dangeroi^s a frieild he 
was; and liow artfully he laid his snares to draw in 
tliose who would not open their eyes vipon his con¬ 
duct. 1 desired he (M. Puysieux) would reflect on 
the secrecy and dispatch with which he had carried* 
on and jicrfccled this alTair, which clearly demon¬ 
strates the bad designs he had in it.” 

If Frederick received any accounts of this and 
similar dispatches, he could not fail to be discon¬ 
tented with England. The aflair which Colonel 
Yorke again brings forward with so much earnest¬ 
ness. can be no other than the nomination of the 
Lord Marshal to the post of ambassador, by which 
the king certainly intended nothing hostile to the 
hou.se of Hanover. For all the other accusations 
there is no proof whatever: accordingly, M. Puy- 
sieu.x, as Colonel Yorke writes, answered, “ He 
could not but think that we blackened the king of 
Prussia too much, since he could not believe liis 
intentions were so bad.” Nay, the same minister 
writes three days afterwards *:—“ I'hc lord marshal 
told some Jacobites waiting on him that his orders 
were not to meddle at all in these affairs.” 

Even at a later j>eriod, when Frederick had reason 
to complain of the application of the English com¬ 
mercial laws, and to suspend the payment of the Si¬ 
lesian loans, this was no ground for England to act 
in all Europe against Prussia. We arc, therefore, 
naturally led to the idea, that extreme friendship for 
Austria, and a preponderating influence of the court 
of Vienna, had caused this aversion. But England 
was at that time on no friendly confidential forms 

* Dinpaich, Ifitli September. 

V3 
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with ^ivstri|, as tfic fi|l]owing''‘extrac^s sufficiently 
prove. Already, October, 174Sj there ^vcro differ¬ 
ences respecting thei^Sarricr Treaty and other mat¬ 
ters, on which occasion the duke of Newcastle writes 
to Lord Sandwich *:—“ am sorry to find the court 
of Vienna can do nothing thoroughly with a good 
grace.” In the negotiations respecting the election 
of a king of the Romans, and the claims of the 
elcptor palatine, we find other misunderstandings; 
and the duke of Ncwcastlef complains still more 
loudly of Austria’s want of sincerity in the nego¬ 
tiations with Spain. Nay, about the same time that 
Colonel Yorkc in Paris so vehemently abuses Prus¬ 
sia, the duke of Newcastle^ writes:—“ The court 
of Vienna persist in their unaccountable and abo¬ 
minable reserve and silence, and the constant pro¬ 
fessions gf preference and predilection used at this 
time by the court of Vienna, makes their behaviour 
even worse than it would otherwise be.” 

Soon after, on the 27th of October, 1751, Lord 
Albemarle complains in Pajis of the behaviour of 
Kaunitz § :—“ I asked him whether he intended to 
be as reserved to me as he had formerly been. I 
hoped he would not imitate his court (in regard to 
the Spanish affairs), whose reserve towards the king 
was as unaccountable and ill-placed as his majesty’s 
openness was generous, and consistent with the whole 
tenor of his conduct.” 

On the 26th of November the duke of Newcastle 
writes to Keith at Vienna jj:—“ You must insist upon 

lij* Dispatch, 22nd October, 1748, Holland, vol. coMi. 
f Letter to Keith of 2nd August, 1751, Auatri^eol. clxzxii. 

I LetterofSih October, 1751. Ibi^ 

& France, vol. cvii. || Austria', vol. clxxxii. 
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it that Austria shall conic to an understanding with 
England and^HqllandPrcspci*{ing tlio Bdfricr Treaty. 
Upon the principle there can be no dispute. The 
execution of the- treaty from bofli sides, and the set¬ 
tling everything that relates to the T^ow Countries 
upon an amicable footing, is so material, that, till that 
is done, there will always remain such causes of 
jealousy and discontent as will not fail to affect that 
perfect union and harmony which is so necessary be¬ 
tween the maritime poivers and I'bigland. 

“ 'I'lirough tlicreservedness of the court of A'ienna, 
(continues the duke of Newcastle on the 3rd of .la- 
nuarv, 1752*), and by their weakness and desiring 
a se}»arate treaty witli Spain, exclusively with (of/) 
all other powers, the oj)portunity was lost to sepa¬ 
rate Spain entirely from France. I am very sorry 
to observe that all the answers which have been 
given to any instances (representationsjii inade to 
the court of A'^ienna, contain nothing f than strong 
encomiums of tlicmsclvcs, and of their own good 
faith, and the religious performance of their engage¬ 
ments, when the subject of their answers has but too 
often jiroved the very contrary. They ought to 
lower the taxes in the Netherlands to the same foot¬ 
ing on which they stood previous to the war, and 
uphold the contracts. The continuance of this 
conduct will in time, and, perhaps, sooner than is 
imagined, alienate every true friend of the house of 
Austria from them; and 1 am afraid it is too much 
owing to one false error that the Austrian ministers, 
in all their repbes, study more to make court to their 
own s^crcigus, than really to sen e them, by jfiving 

AuHtrio, vol. clxxxiii. 
f Letterof Jilt February, 17.)'L Ibid. 
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*]>ropcr a^teotion. to, the first Ji^cmaiids of their 
allies*?’ 

The Austrian answ'ers -^re polite, *1)01 did not 
bring masters to the point wished for by th# maii- 
time powers. The former sought above things 
to ■gain by this^opportunlty a reasonable ti^aty of 
commerce, after which they would maintain -the 
Barrier Treaty. 

Thus the course of official negotiations was rather 
vafillating and tedious thfen effective and powerful, 
as will probably be best exemplified if I arrange 
them in chronological order. 

On the 22nd of September, 1751, Albemarle 
M’ritcs from Paris :—“ The king and the royal 
family went to the church of Notre Dame to be 
present at the To Dcum in honour of the birth of 
the duke of Bordeaux. Though the whole town 
was assdlnblcd, and though the government and 
magistrates had everything they could think of to 
instil a little spirit of mirth and noise into the 
people, yet nothing of that appeared. For jg^ith ^ 
the pains that was taken, Vive le Roi! was hardly 
heard, and his majesty did not seem at all satisfied 
with his reception. Tlxis circumstance is so different 
from what is commonly imagined of the reception 
given to the monarchs in^is country, that people 
will certainly think it was remarkable.” But they 
arc extravagant, and make loans in time of peace, 
live in constant disputes with the clergy, parlia¬ 
ment, &c. 

“ The French minister. Contest, said to me f, 
England should shake off the prejudices had 

France, vol. evil. 

f Diapatch of l&th March, 17519’France, VOl. cix. 
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adopted to the dkad^anta^c oF that yonarcli: ltd 
was afraid we had suffered ourselves t^ take ii^prcs- 
sions againsF the king d^Prulsl^ by the insinuations 
of sonfcother courts, that Mjcrc no friends to the pre¬ 
sent tranquillity. For that he (Contest) knew, the 
sentiments of the king of Prussia weae very different 
from those our unjust jealousies of him made us im¬ 
pute to him, and that he liad no greater desire than 
to see the general repose of Europe fixed on a sobd 
and lasting foundation. I endeavoured to refute 
this, and to prove that the king’s actions did not 
agree with his Avords. Contest, liowcver, concluded 
lly saying, he hoped Ave Avould one day or other 
remove our suspicions.” 

Soon after this the misunderstanding betAvecn 
England and Austria Avas rcncAved, respecting tlic 
election of Jose])h as king of the Romans, and the 
affairs of the Palatinate. Accordingly, Lord TIol- 
derness Avrites, on the 6th of August, to Lord Albe¬ 
marle* :—“ You may seethe Aveakand unjustifiable 
.part Avhi^ the court of Vienna has acted both with 
regard to tlieir OAvn interests, and the attention 
Avhich they ought fo have had to the king of Eng¬ 
land, Avho shoAved himself so active in the affair of 
the election. The court of Vienna might have ob¬ 
tained the unanimity of thft electors, if they Avould 
have sacrificed a small sum of money in comparison 
of the greatness and advantage of the object. And 
they might, without any hazard, have originally pro¬ 
ceeded legally and constitutionally to the election 
with their eminent majority, if they had not raised 
groundloiB difficulties themselves, infused thcihljito 

Frtnee, vol. «iti. 
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oth^ an() Dy their backwardness, obstinacy, and 
de]^^ causei'!§Vanc^ and rrussia to threaten such 
an opposition to iU as makes such a measure at 
prtfEentevery unadvisabla.” ' 

^Au||ria endeavoured to defend itself against these 
and similar ac^isations. That it was impossible for 
them to yield to the arbitrary demands of the Pala¬ 
tinate, which would only have called forth new 
claims. For the election of the kini;, Austria was 
not inclined to sacrifice macn, and would rather 
quietly abide the issue than at present encounter 
great difficulties. 

The duke of Newcastle was as much displeased 
with Prussia as with Austria ; nay,\* w^s even more 
violent than the court of Vienna itself. Thus, on 
the 24th of January, 1753, he wrote to Lord Albe¬ 
marle* .-—Prussia frustrates the election of the Homan 
king, and has only unjust, ambitious, and despotic 
views. “ It is to no purpose cither to deny this to 
be the case, or to prove that it ought not to be so; 
the fact is evident beyond all contradiction; 
the court of Vienna will not see it in that light, they 
are more blind to their own interests than 1 an^will- 
ing to believe they will be.” 

In truth, however, all facts and proofs of Frede¬ 
rick’s unjust, ambitioulf and despotic plans are en¬ 
tirely wanting; for that he took the part of his^ub- 
jects I when their ships were seized in consequence 
of the English commercial laws, cannot, by any pos¬ 
sibility, be designated a disturbance of the peace of 
E)|i^e. 


* France, col. cxvi. 

f Letter of 13th February, 17^3, AiiEiria. vol. clxxzvi. 
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" If the icing of Prussia” (writes thc'dukc ofj^ew- 
castle, on tlie,9th of March, 1753, toVilhna.) “Takes 
any steps to break the peace in consequence of the 
violence already begun' agatinst the subjects’ of the 
empress-queen *, then the king of England jyp will¬ 
ing to give a sufficient subsidy to tho'Prussians, and 
then only it can be wanted. 

“ You will submit to her inqjcrial maje.sty whether 
it might not be proper that the Austrian troops 
should be so disposed, as in case of an attack from 
the king of Prussia on his inajoitv, a very consider¬ 
able diversion may be iinincdiately made i)y the em¬ 
press-queen's troqps.’ 

Austria laid'^hold on this ex])ression, and otlcred 
every assistance compatible with the treaty ; nay, 
Maria Tlicresa even said t. that her troops should 
be armed, “ not only to defend ourselves if attacked, 
but might even be a means of ])reventing Prussia 
from attempting anything to disturb the peace.” 

Though these general observations very much cor- 
%es^bndd& with the earlier expressions made use of 
England, no further notice was taken of them in 
London ; on which account Austria also drew back, 
and acted as if the thought had originated with Eng¬ 
land. Courtesy, however, was not wanting; and on 
the 12th of December. Kauffitz wrote from Vienna to 
Lord Albemarle“ Count Stahrenberg has orders 
to behave towards you with cordiality, which, from 
the happy and complete harmony between our two 
courts, cannot fail to be advantageous to business. 

* Letter liif the 1.3th February, 1753, Austria, vol. clxxxvi. ^at 
acts af violence said. 

t Dispatch of i4th August, 1753. | France, vol. cxviii. 
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Kaunitz also speaks of tin; pernicious endeavours of 
ll^p i^rcnch for unive^al dominion, and ol tlic neces¬ 
sity of opposing them by every possible means *. 

^'his was particularly welcome to the English, as 
the misunderstanding between them and the French 
resperting America daily increased. Each party 
cndcavolu'cd to lay the blame on the other, and 
spoke of a wish for peace, while both prepared for 
war. 

From the confusion of dijUomacy, two entirely 
opposite views gi'adually arose from the force ot 
circumstances; namel}*, that of England to unite all 
Europe**against France; and that of Austria to 
unite all Europe against Prussia. -For some time 
these two objects seemed to harmonize; soon, how¬ 
ever, their incompatibility was manifest, and the 
question rose who was to conquer the otlier in nego¬ 
tiations. Austria, without doubt, obtained its ob¬ 
ject both in France and Prussia, and brought b’rcdc- 
rick to those measures and conclusions on which opi¬ 
nions are to the present day divided. My fu^er^ 
communications will very much tend to correct and 
throw some light upon these opinions. I must, }>ow- 
ever, proceed very gradually, as the diplomatic cor¬ 
respondence is much fuller, and also more intricate, 
from this period. 

* Dispatch from Vienna of 23rd August, 1754, Austria, vol. clxaaiit. 
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Sitiialiiin of tliu jiowo^—Russia—Misimtlerslaiidiiu.'S lu'tweeu Enj;- 
lancl and Austria—DilfiTeucc of Ihoir last jdaiis—Kii^Iiaii lU'i’U- 
tiatiuns in St. IVlorsliur^—The court—Favourites—Fetes—Extra¬ 
vagances-AVant of iiiuiiey—Increasing disputes respecting Aineriea 
—English and Austrian policy—Peclaratiuns of Count Kiiiinitz— 
Active measures against I’russia — Restucheff—Woronr.mv—Iii- 
tiigues i:i Russia—The empress Klizalieth's ansiver to France and 
Prussia—Venality and wnniof uuiiiey in Russia—Treaty lietweeii 
Russia and England—Catherine—Peter. 


Tiin nearer \vc coinc to tlte ^reat war whioli was so 
important in the history of llic world, not merely on 
account of its'duration, but, above all, Iroin tlic 
manner in Avhich it was carried on, and which be¬ 
came for Frederick II. and Prussia a monument of 
eternal glory, the more numerous arc the ques¬ 
tions that present themselves, and deserve to be 
thoroughly investigated and answered. For in¬ 
stance ; in case of a maritime war between England 
S^dP'F ranee, were the ])owcrs able and willing to 
preserve ])cacc on the Continent ? In particular, 
was the maintenance of j)eace or the recovery of 
Silesia the main object of the policy of Austria ? 
Could the neutrality of llussia bo reasonably de¬ 
pended upon or not ? What jmwer had the most 
reason to reckon on its support ? Had Fredericlc II. 
sufficient grounds for war or not ? Must his attack 
on Austria be designated as self-defence, an error, 
or unjust desire of conquest ? 

I propose these questions, not witli the vicy of 
ans\vcring tliem in such or such a manner l)y de¬ 
tailed arguments, but because I wish tlic reader to 



210 I'llKDEHlCK II. AND HIS TIMES. [cH. XXIII. 

bear them in mind, that he may the more easily 
answer them himself from the following communi¬ 
cations. 

As early as May, 1754, Count Kaunitz warmly 
urged that England should bring about its new 
treaty with Russia*. Austria undoubtedly thought 
to take advantage of it for itself against Prussia, 
and calculated more correctly than the British mi¬ 
nistry. “ Count Kaunitz,” continues the English 
ambassador, “ mentioned another circumstance; 
viz., that the Czarina had likewise required that the 
empress queen should assemble a considerable body 
of troojKs upon the frontiers that lay next to the 
Prussian dominions, to which her imperial majesty 
has given for answer, that she was so happy as to 
have prevented tlie wishes of the empress of Russia 
on that point; for that her troops had been for a 
great while past disposed in such a manner, that 
she could, in a very little time, assemble a very 
considerable army anywhere upon the frontiers of 
Prussia that might be thought proper, and that she 
had made this disposition in consequence o^ the 
obligation she had entered into with the empress of 
Russia, in the fourth secret article of their treaty. 

“ Count Kaunitz said that they had chosen to 
mention the obligation.j?f the said secret article, to 
let the court of Russia thereby understand that the 
Czarina was, by & farmer engagement, obliged to leave 
the body of troops in Livonia which she now had 
there, about which she made so great a noise, and 
for which she demanded so great a sum of money.” 

Notwithstanding their apparently-similar mea¬ 
sures and objects, Austria and ^e maritime power#" 

'* Austria, Tol. clxsxviii. Dispatcli from Vienna, 26th May, 1764. 
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already cherislied opposite views, and new misunder¬ 
standings arose from the continued disputes about 
the Bamcr Treaty. Lord Holderness wrote on this 
subject to Mr. Keith at Vienna, on (lie 7th of Janu¬ 
ary, 1755*:—“ If any one could suspect the imperial 
ministers of being false enougli in all their former 
professions of attachment to tlie present system of 
Europe, and to the union of the court of Vienna with 
the maritime ])owers, or to be weak enougli to sup¬ 
pose that the house of .Austria cun maintain itself 
upon any other ])lanf, one might be apt to lielieve 
they had made use of the low artifice to separate the 
maritime jiowers in a cpiestion in which they are 
mutually interested, by privately offering to one 
what was kept hid from the other, without, however, 
any serious intentions of jierforming it at all. 

“ Tlic king of England will uiaki* one more last 
tentnfh'p to preserve that system which is in such im¬ 
minent danger of being dissolved by the false ])olicy, 
injustice, and ingratitude of the court of Vienna. 

" You cannot but know how many peojile tliere 
arc in the Netherlands who think an alliance with 
the king of Prussia preferable to that with the lioiisc 
of Austria; and the present conduct of the court of 
Vienna w'ill make it impracticable for any ministry 
in Holland to oppose the torrent.” 

" I know not,” continues Holderness on the I Ith 
of February, 1755J, “ where I shall begin to lament 
the misguided and ungrateful counsels which the 
court of Vienna have so fatally pursued since the 

• 

* Austria, vol. cxe. 

- f This is probably in allusion to the alliance wiih France, wllSch 
was still thou)'1it to be iin^ssilile. 

I Austria, I’ol. rxc. 
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peace of Aix-la-Chapelle; the coldness and reserve 
they have shown to his majesty upon all occasions; 
the little escort their ministers in foreign courts 
Tiave acted with towards those employed by his ma¬ 
jesty ; the caution, and almost dif&dcncc. with Avhich 
they have entered, even into such measures as w'crc 
solely calculated for their interest; and their total 
silence upon the several attempts which have been 
made to form a defensive system; but, auove all, 
their unjustifiable conduct upon the subject of the 
Barrier Treaty, have necessarily forced his majesty 
(of England) of late to unusual reserve and secrecy 
on his part. 

“ Kaunitz has found it, and ever will find it, im¬ 
practicable to carry so vain a project into execution. 
Nor is there a power in Europe who will enter into 
any measures with the house of Austria that are not 
supported by the hing of England’s weight and 
influence; a thorough knowledge that without the 
king’s assistance the engagements of the court of 
Vienna must be ineffectual.” 

Here already we ai-e induced to make some ob- 
serftltions. England and Holland regarded the 
Barrier Treaty as unalterable and lasting, w'hile, on 
the contrary, Austria imagined that some of the con¬ 
ditions which bore hard upon it might in time be 
altered. This was the more natural, as England 
ret|uired the aid of Austria in the furtherance of its 
own plans. The disputes with America lay entirely 
without the circle of their own interests, and if a 
continental war was inevitable, it must have been the 
wish of Austria that it should bo against Prussia, It 
was impossible either to seek or{|p bring about a waf 
with Franco. If Austria spoke of the maintenance 
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of the old system of Europe, it thoiig-ht, at least in¬ 
ternally, of its condition beibre 1740, while England 
thought of its condition after 174S. Now if England 
and Austria remained on one .side, while Erance a*i<I 
Prussia took the other, this eqiiijioise appeared to 
promise no advantage to cither, and the issue seemed 
to dcj'cnd on the resolutions of Russia. Accordingly, 
the diplomatists at this arbitrary court were more 
than usually occu])icd, as the following dispatches 
prove. 

*• dhe Russian senate’ (writes IMlliains on the 
Ibth of January, 1755*) •• has resolved, with respect 
to the king of I’russia’s ])resent situation and his 
future views, and they have nnaniniously thought that 
he was aln’ady become too great, and that the least 
further accession to his ]K)W('r was highly dangerous 
to the interests of Russia: (it),000 recruits have been 
levied.” 

At the same time Williams negotiated Avith Briihl 
on the renewal of the contract for .sub.sidics|. The 
latter denies having anywhere, or in any manner, 
furtliered the interests of Erance and Prussia. 
Williams, however, speaks of ‘‘ the avarice, VfNility, 
and ambition of Briihl.” 

Bcstuchcff couqdains, in a note, that England will 
not pay Russia enough suhsidicsj;, Avhilc they had 
collected an army of 00,000 men, which, without any 
assistance, was to make a diversion against the king 
of Prussia by attacking his dominions by land, while 
a fleet should do the same by sea, and that for this 


• State-paper Office, Saxony, ml. Izie. 
t Dispatch of Sitth Jo^ipiy. J Diipatch of 24th Jamiaij. 
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object 60,000 men were got in readiness; that the 
English kept the affair unsettled with trifles, dis¬ 
arranged ^ progress, and frustrated all his exer¬ 
tions. “ I^onfess,” concludes Bestucheff, “ that I 
am almost inclined to suspect that the English have 
done all this to spy out the land, and- to discover 
the sentiments of the empress Elizabeth respecting 
the king of Prussia.” ^ 

Passing over all the intrigues and coreuptions, 
fletes and extravagances, plans and hopes, at the 
Bussian court from 1747 to 175.7, I come at once 
to the commencement of the latter year. In Febru¬ 
ary, 17.55, Mr. Guy Dickens, the English ambas¬ 
sador at St. Petersburg, wishes to be Tecallcd, and 
writes’*':—“ His majesty should have at this court a 
minister in the full strength and vigour of his age, 
as, in their way of thinking here, they look upon a 
foreign minister not missing a court day, ball, 
masquerade, play, opera, or any other public diver¬ 
sion, to be the chief and principal object of his 
mission, which at my time of life I cannot do, and 
yet is absolutely necessary. 

*^e great chancellor’s aversion to busiiiess is as 
great as that of the empress his mistress. If the 
great chancellor followed my advice, instead of writ- 
iijg representations, he would not lie in bed till noon; 
but at 10 o’clock be in the old favourite’s f apart¬ 
ments, where the empress going frequently in and 
out, he would have opportunities enough to quicken 
her resolutions upon any points of business lying 

* Roiisia, Tol. Izii. Dispaicheg of ISIh and Sod February, and 
4th and 14th March. 

f The new favourite will 80 o|[|le mentioned. 
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before her. For months together she has found 
not a moment of leisure to attend to business. 

“ Since last Wednesday* we have ^ad not less 
than tlu*ee masquerades and one operai, and there is 
not one day in this week, which is called the butter 
week, that is not marked out for one diversion or 
other. The next week begins the Lent, when every 
body wjl be praying and fasting; and the week 
after that, half the town, as is usual, will be sick, by 
falling at once from the most luxurious, to the md^st 
abstemious way of living; so that, for these three 
weeks to come, we are not to cxjjcct any use will be 
made here of pen, paper, and ink. Afterwards I 
hope to set matters a-goingf, for the empress cannot 
be always upon her knees, and other diversions must 
have their turn.” 

Yet after the expiration of this time, the com- 
plainl:s of the ambassador arc repeated];:—“Nothing” 
(he writes) “ goes on. It proceeds from the diminu¬ 
tion of the great chancellor’s credit, or from the in¬ 
crease of the empress’s aversion to business, or from 
both, as is most likely. The great chancellor npver 
sees or^speaks to the empress Itimself; everything is 
transacted by representations in writing, which the 
great chancellor sends to the young favourite. Iwan 
Schuwalof, who lays them before the empiess whc% 
he finds her in the humour to do business. Every 
where we meet with little dirty intrigues. 

“ The great chancellor himself complains of this 
state of affairs and these delays. Such procccdings§, 
he said, wei%a prostitution of their credit and repu¬ 
tation in the eyes of their friends and foes, but he 

* Dispatch of 11 1755. t Dispatch of 18th March. 

t Dispafth of 25th'^arch. { Dispatch of 4tb April. 
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Mew ^Qr-help^^; ^Qr siQcctiQiyJiE^"^ youtig t'&veitr* 

^OSQ b 

ieqn6&^|ll|eAea^%ss.at*pr^ b^en 

liavmg ^e^l^aled himself in the bacchanalia^ lUb 
x^lndirjwnaled here the wee]^ before la^'; ^soihatj t^l 
fiefeperlbaflyrecovered, we are nox%%9^^t the 
enpress will mind any business. The youjag^favonr- 
,ite'iivfit of i^HCsa * is changed into the rhe^atism, 
>V^h takc^p the care and thonghts o$i^ whole 


, >^hile affairs at St. Petersburg were in this Jatafce 
ofv^agnation, the relation between Englt^'and 
Fffpee assumed a more and more serious chai'acter. 

<Oti the 12th of May the English plenipotentiary, 
Bi^gny.de Cosne (?), wites from Parisf J am 
^^Iladcd M. Ronill^’s personal inclination is )|ir pre-^ 
Bering the public tranquillity, and I fint^thegbniSnl. 
Avishin this country is for peace; particalari||''on 
this occasion, as they seem to have no opinion of the 
*^cnch marine being in a condition to copa with that 
of fereat B^ftain.” ... ^ 

*^^nnot'undertake to give in this placemen'an 
extract from the excessively voluminous neg^ations 
rjelalive to America. Both sides made prop^uj^nd 
ajunter-proposals which, they reciprocally ^fffiyned, 
[;pu^ nfijtbc accepted, and neither c^4|^ve up 
doubtless belonged to it. The wished 

that all hostilities in America should h^ fUbidden, 
and then the negotiations continued^;]^ 
pa^j, they appeared to make the" 
pi^ipsals. The English, pif '^e'p 
were better prepared, desiredj^se no linii 
some way 8pced|}y to enforee^SoSi^ demands. 


Dispatch ofSth Ai«it. 
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/Suck W«B . 

ceite^e 

wrtot p^dtoe that the 

au^ French ambassadorslt 

epenly affirm) a general war 
r.ot ^a^easonj.^nd because the treato con^ -^ M 
(TithifcHPja in ^742 expires in 1757, aM one *Mt 
be promptly made. On this occasion. It wiILTO 
?^op«r '|lt»«om«ncc the llussians that they ivill je- 
^ PO'^cr, if they sit still and 

the,m^g, of Prussia an opportunity of putting Iftj. 
.exeemt^a his ambitious, dangerous, and long-c^- 
aggrandizement. His majgsM 
^^&|^o^zed you, by your full powers and insti^. 

™^y necessary on his part fee, 
P^v^^stfeh a calamity.” ^ 

Vila^ Frederick II. even cherished inliis hcart-j(» 
'vi^.t<^ ^uer all Europe, he liad given no iacBil 
cation S£-i^ since the peace of Drcsdch.^Vnd waslw^j 
n^tnegjljjs^ situated with respect to all.the nt l|y . 

would have been an easy gamHor 
y. , He had much more to fear than , 
twore reason to think#even now of defe^o^ 
“^ndless attack. These cxpr^qpi^l 

.therefore words without 

because he looked upon Frodcnlar 
-^ary of France, and regarcted only 
" dy before liim. 1'he policy of 
more prudent, judiciq^ 

-'tij . . 
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♦ On the ^nd of May, 1.755, Keith writes from 
Vieni^*:—" Count Kaunitz wishes that England 
and Francejpay agree, for a maritime war may easily 
lead to^ ^ar by land, attended by very evil conse¬ 
quences. He had the empress’s express orders to 
assure me, ih^the strongest and most dir&t terms,,., 
that she thought her interests inseparable from, or 
more pro^^ to bo the same with, those his ma¬ 
jesty ; andTRat the empress was persuaded^her own 
suety was only to be found in that of her allies,— 
especially of the king. That, in that light, she was 
resolved to fulfil all her engagements, not only to 
the letter, but to the sense, of the treaty, by exert¬ 
ing her utmost force for that purpose. 

" Kaunitz spoke further of France ife ^a l^pstile 
power, and expressed apprehensions for the Aus¬ 
trian Netherlands. If Maria Theresa^vere secured 
by Russia against Prussia, she would assist th^ king 
of England in Flanders and Hanover,—but not 
before. 

“ Kaunitz added, he hoped that his majesty did 


as dangerous. He observed that this new power had 
(^mpiged the old system of Europe, and that 
n^h^ng could set it to Qghts but making ourselves 
sure of the Russians.” 

On the 19th of June, Keith said to Kaunitzf" It 
ui almost certain that we should have the Russian 
troops immediately at our command^llP^i^ ready to 
make such a diversion against his Prussian majesty 


.^ostria, T«I. czeU 
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as would make him think twice before he engag^ 
himself in an offensive war against her ijgperiar 
majesty.” 

Here England and Austria appear to be ^th’c in 
hostility against Frederick, while the latter had not 
.,.dorie anything similar, cither alone or in conjunction 
with others. Austria, however, notwithstanding the 
above ai^crtions of Keith, would not sffl|d an army 
to Flanders, and thereby irritate France^nd expose 
itself on the side of Prussia. It very clearly static 
the motives of its conduct in a note of the 1st of 
June, in which is the following passage:—“ England 
doubtless docs not imagine that we do not perfectly 
comprehend the gi’cat difference between a treaty to 
be made ftnd a treaty concluded, between GO.OOO 
Russians on j)a})cr. in cantonments very distant from 
each other, and 80,000 Prussians, who can assemble 
in a iportnight, and fall upon the dominions of the 
empress.” ' 

Notwithstanding this apparently perfect concord 
between England and Austria, Keith, however, 
found reason to ask for explanations rcspectinfr^c 
rclatioi^ between the latter court and Frairee*. 
Kaulfitz answered:—“ The French boast of their 
love of peace, abuse England, and endeavour to 
prejudice Austria against it. But I mig|g^ ca^v 
believe he knew the court of Austria too well to nc 
imposed on by their little arts, and that he did not 
put more than the just value on the sincerity of tbeii 
declarations. ,Hc said they had taken effectual, 
though measures for providing everything 

that was necessary to take the field upon a day’s 
learning.” 


* Dispatch of the 17th'June, 1755. 


Austria, toI. cxci. 
t 2 
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This inclination to war was not, however, directed 
to a ,war in Flanders, but in Silesia. Accordingly, 
Lord |Iold^css was extremely dissatisfied when he 
■> received the above-mentioneJ|^ note, and wrote to 
Keith*:—“ It would bo very easy for me to refute. 
the false reasonings of that absurd paper.” * 

It became the more necessary to remove the hesi¬ 
tation whi^ is ftere blamed, as the French^ pressed 
4;he En^liWin North America, and the latter had, 
by way of retaliation, captured two ships of the line 
(by*Admiral Boscawen) oflF Newfoundland, on the 
10th of Junef. The French would not let this pass 
as a mere mistake, or enter iifto negotiations for the 
.I'cstoration of the ships, but considered themselves 
both deceived and affronted; so that the French 
ambassador left London without taking leave. 

In order to induce Austria to act against France, 
England persisted in its endeavours to excite Bussia 
against Prussia. “ Not only Bestucheff,” says 
Williams on the 4th of Julyj, " is for an alliance 
with England, but Woronzow also has seen his 
erw, an(^s now persuaded that the king of Prussia 
is Ine power of whom Russia ought to be ^e most 
jealous, as being her most natural and formidable 
enemy.” 

^Pne ^Is inclined to contradict the foolish idea, 
tMt Frederick projected an offensive war against 
Russia; but it seems quite unnecessary tp take this 
trouble, as we find the grounds for that conviction 
developed in the ambassador’s letter Mr. Olsu- 
fiow is tlie soul of Woronzow, who but as 

*^Le tter of 6th An^st. Ibid, 
f Dispaicheijilfooth and 22ud July. Fiance, voL txix. 

” J Rusbio, vol. Ixii. * 
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Olsufiow prompts. For 1500 ducRts ready money 
and 500 per annum pension, 1 can secure this, per¬ 
son, and I imagine I can make very great^usc of 
him. Funk, the Sai^n ambassador, has similar iii-« 
, flucnce; he serves lus court faithlully, but Itaf rc- 
cefved no salary for nine quarters, and therefore it 
often in gi'cat distress, lie wll serve the king faith¬ 
fully for the same sum which 1 have ntoooscd for 
Olsufiow. 

“ The third person who must be gained is Wol- 
kow, the private secretary of llestuchelf. A present 
of Boo ducats and a pension of 250 will make this 
person my own. Hiflierto, however, 1 have made 
preliminary offers only to Olsufiow." 

On the 24th of July, Iloldcrness approves the 
payment of all tlicsc sums, and on the Oth of August 
Williams writes* that *' a convention had at length 
been signed with llussia, the main object of which. i|as 
aid against France and co-operation with Austria.” 

Besides the usual diplomatic presents, Bestueheff 
received 10,000/., and then cunningly enough re¬ 
quested that an extraordinary present,:)niglit,be 
given ^ Woronzow, Olsufiow’ accepted with tffinks 
what was offered; whether a similar arrangement 
was effected with Funk does not ap])ear. 

“ It is certain,” continues W’illiams, 
ever money this court is to receive by the first scCTct 
article, goes into the empress's privy purse; and as 
she is at present building two or three very large 
palaces, she yants a sum of money to carry on these 
buildings;*llfid this has greatly contributed to finish.^ 
the convention so soon! 

* Russia, vol. Ixiii.^ and tho Dispatches of ^th August and 2nd 
October. 
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« yhc empi|!i^’s aversion to France and Prussia 
grows daily stronger, and her attachment to the 
king ^nd hia allies (Austria) increases so fast, that 
I will engage, weak as I anw by the help of those 
litt^«assistances I have ask^ of the king, to put. 
this epurt more ill his majesty’s hands than ever it 
was ^t jja those of any other sovereign, and that 
nothing s^l done here that shall be contrary to 
tdiil raajest^ inclination, or difFea*cnt from what he 
®k^bdictatc.” 

Wc shall see how this exccs.sivc confidence o^he 
ambassador nfisled also the English court. 5oth 
forgot that when resolutions" are adopted without 
Reasons, or only for secondary reasons, nobody can 
calculate with certainty, and that, where the true 
interest of the state is given up to the highest 
bidder, more purchasers are likely to- appear ; and 
sj^l more in case that a great change of relations 
and policy affords an easy opportuuity for pretexts 
and evasions. *■' 

The ambassador continues:—“ The great chan¬ 
cellor E(^pchcff exerted himself much to our adi'an- 
tag^. Great joy appeared in his face when ^ found 
his avarice satisfied by the private offers. Woron- 
zow, too, did his best. Would his majesty be pleased 
tcyjfive him something above his ordinary fees, to 
him a ring: 5001. bestowed in this manner would 
have a great effect in carrying on future business in 
this court.” 

Two days after, 11th of August, Williams writes*: 
—" The great chancellor assured me, M the strong¬ 
est terms, that any augmentation of the first pay- 

* Ruuia, Tol. lxiM*and the Dispatches ofllth Aug;ust and 2nd 
Detober. 
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ment, stipulated by the first secret article, wodld be 
extremely agreeable, and a sort of personal ^liga¬ 
tion to her imperial majesty. This augmentation 
shall put both this court and the empress ffntircly 
into his majesty’s n^fciagemcnt: 50,000Z. or so, for 
the empress’s private use, would have a groaf l^ecj. 
In short, all that has been given hitherto isifo jjur- 
chase the assistance of the forces bfrilussa, but this 
last sunl, if given, will purchase the em||ess.” « 
Tlie more contented and hapjiy William^felt, at 
having concluded the long wished-for trcati^thc 
raSre unexpected and unpleasant must it have becite 
to him, that much fault was found in England, both 
with its form and contents* * * § . First it Avas demaaded 
that a copy should be signed by the king of Englantl 
alone, and his name placed first; and still more 
fault was found with the alterations made in the first 
project, respecting the departure and the march of 
the army, the time for making the payment, &c.* 
Kaunitz waS^more satisfied with tlic treatyf, which 
was calculated to be dangerous, not to the French, 
but to the Fnissians. 

On the 2nd of October, Williams wriBKi fr^ St. 
Peterffeurgj;:—“ The health of the empress is bad. 
She is affected with spitting of blood, shortness of 
breath, constant coughing, swelled legs, and water 
on the chest; yet she danced a minuet with 
There is a great fermentation at court. Peter docs 
not conceal his enmity to the Schuwalofs; Catherine 

* IIoldu£pp!i to Williamg, 28lh August. Russia, vol, Ixiii. 

t DispateSuom Vienna of 3ril Sejitember. Austria, vol. cxci. 

t Russia, vol. Ixiii. 

§ Williams was such an ambassador as.fiuy Dickons had de¬ 
scribed as lit for St^Pelersburg. 
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iffon^od terms witli Bcstuchoff. As her imperial 
highness (CatlieAic) is the person who, iri case of 
accidents, will^ rule here, I think it my duty to in¬ 
form tlTe king of my observations upon her, which I 
can the better do, because I oft^ have conversations 
^Jitl^^S^^o^ hours .together, as my rank places me at 
supped* al^ys next to her. Since her coming to 
t^ country, shd^h&s, every metliod in herpow-er, 
enWavoured to gain the affections of this nation ; 
jlic apjftied liersclf^witli diligence to study their lan- 
gi]a||#and speaks it at present (as the llussians tell 
me) in the greatest perfection. She has also i^c- 
cceded in her other aim, for she is esteemed and 
l^eltP^^cd here in a high degree. Her person is very 
advantageous, and her manners very captivating. 
She has a great knowledge of this empire, and makes 
it her only study. She has parts, and the great 
chancellor tells me that nobody has more steadiness 
an® resolution. 

“ She has of late declared herself c^nly to me, in 
respect of the king of Prussia*. She is not only 
convinced that he is the natural and formidable ene- 
^ my of Rudlfej but I find she hates him personally. 
She told me lately, in speaking of the prmce of 
Prussia, that he has not his Prussian majesty’s un¬ 
derstanding, and as to liis heart, it could not be so 
bad^s his brother’s, because the king of Prussia's 
was certainly the worst in the world. 

“ She never mentions the king of England but 
with the utmost respect and highest regard; is tho¬ 
roughly sensible of the utility of the union between 
England and Russia; always calls his majesty the 
pmpress’s best and greatest ally, and fiatters herself 
* AVe may doubt Aether Cathfrine ipoke quite sincerely. 
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that the king will also give his ^endship and*pro- 
tection to the great duke and hers^f* ‘ ** 

“ As for the great duke, he is weak and violent, 
but his confidence in the great duchess is so *grcat, 
that sometimes he tells people that, though he doeli 
not understand things himself, yet his wif(?*uilfter; 
stands everything. 

“ Should the empress, as. \ fcait soon die, tfie 
government will qtjietly devolve on them. 

“ A Mr. Douglas, arriving' he^ from Pa^s, the* 
suspicious Austrian ambassador* asked him,%^at. 
he meant to do in ■ this country ? and he answered, 

I am come by the advice of my physician for the 
benefit of a cold climate.” 


..CHAPTEll XXIV. 

State of the affairs of Europe—Frederick II. stands alone—Divergence 
of the English and Austrian Policy—Lord Holderness’s nc<r De> 
clarations and Instructions—Approxiinatiun of Eugl||||d and Prussia 
—^Th^^istakes of England—Treaty between England and Prussia 
—Dissatisfaction excited by it in Petersburg and Vienna—New 
Demands of Russia refused by England—Intrigue in St. Petersburg 
—Elizabeth against Frederick—Preparations for War in Austria— 
Apiproximation to Franco—Treaty with France—Fruitless counter- 
efforts of Sardinia and England—Activity of the Great Duchess 
Catherine—Declarations of War between England and France. 

After various Itpcalcd difficulties, the treaty be¬ 
tween England and Russia was concluded, though 
not yet ratified by the empressf. All parties con- 

• Dispatch of the 7th of October, 
f Dispatch of 16th November. Rusua, vol. Ixiii. 

L 3 
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£idcftd this ^ an important, pcrhap 
event., ' ^ 


s 


decisive, 


What then was the state of affairs ? The mari¬ 
time war between England an(i France was inevit¬ 
able, or rather had already ft-olcen out. England 
jao'^^^ihed, cith» to preserve peace on the conti- 
ncnt,fla <W<ier that it might act with undivided forces 
at sea, or to cRrjy op .the war by land with the as- 
Aftance of Austria and Russia, in such a manner 
■that ffuBsia and France might be overpowered. Of 
tdi^^ossibility of inducing France to join Austria, 
or of separatkig Prussia from France, no meiflion 
whatever is yet made. Now Prussia was in no strict 
^coftiexion Avith France; on the contrary, the treaty 
concluded between them (besides that it was of little 
or no importance in circumstances entirely new) 
would soon expire. Consequently, Frederick stood 
quite alone, and had^thc most imperative induce- 
ri^nt to consider what was to be done in so critical 
a situation. For the danger which^Ifircatened Prus¬ 
sia, from England, Russia, and Austria, appeared 
much greater than the assistance which might be 
expcctecP^fem France. 

It would undoubtedly have been the most salu¬ 
tary and the wisest plan, for the continent of Eu- 
.rope, to keep France from Germany, and Austria 
.from Prussia; in a word, to avoid every war. ITiis 
was Frederick’s first and immediate object. But 
was it that of the other powers From the dis¬ 
patches already communicated, &iis may well be 
doubted, and, after what I am now going to pro¬ 
duce, it may be positively denied. 

In the first place, it is strange that, from August 
to November, 1765, . or rather to Februati’, 1756, 
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the Austrian ministers spoke, as good as not'ht all, 
upon btisincss with the English ^1)assador ICcitb, 
at Vienna*; and it is probable that the English 
ministers in London acted in the same manner. 
suspicion is also ex^esscd, that Austria is carrying 
on negotiations in Russia, of which England Ms no 
knowledge; nay, Williams writesf, “ thatiCorji^t Zin- 
zcndorf, who had lately arrived at St. I^ctersburg, 
excites the jealousy even of the Austrian ambas¬ 
sador Estcrhazy.” It is likely, however, tha!t Estci^ 
hazy, who was well informed, only affected l^fS, in 
oi%er tlie better to deceive Williams. 

A sudden ray of light falls into the obscurity, and 
affords us a glance of the most profound setftets* 
of which scarcely any one had hitherto thought, andf 
none had ventured to speak. On the 10th of Octo¬ 
ber, 1755, Lord Holderncss plainly says to Mit- 
chell|: “ Our object is France; Austria’s, is Priosia. 
Nor will they give us assistance against the one,Un¬ 
less we make^’^ enemy of the other, and help them 
to recover what they have lost in the last war ; and 
surely, in our present circumstances, it would have 
been madness for us to have thoughf^'of such a 
scheme.” 

To this remarkable text, the new instructions, 
which Lord Holderness sent to Mr. Williams at St. 
Petersburg, on the 26th of December, 1755 §, fur¬ 
nish a complete and instructive commentary. The 
substance of it is as follows:—“ The first object of 
the English negotiations at the Kussian court, was 


** State-paper Office, Russia, rei. cxci. 
t Dispatch of Sth November. Russia, vol. Ixiii. 

I Mitchell papers, voL zxzix. $ Russia, vol. Ixiii. 
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directed against Prussia, in case the differences, 
which arose betwben the king of En^and <nd that 
prince, had been pushed to extremity. Next came, 
in the second place, the* far more important Ameri¬ 
can disputes and far greater objects; the offers for 
submdies were also increased. The main object, 
however, ^yas to preserve the peace of Europe. We 
l^ve, therefore, communicated to Prussia the treaty 
concluded between Russia and England, with the 
intimation that it was by no moans meant as an of- 
fensii^ or hostile measure against his Prussian ma¬ 
jesty ; but that its sole object was to obtain sccuftty 
against all attacks. 

^ " I need not hide from you,” continues Lord 
Holdernoss, “ that the Austrian minister here has 
taken umt)rage at the public declarations made in 
parliament. They suspect a predilection for the 
king of Prussia, and i^inuate an alteration of moa- 
Buf^s in England, with ho other foundation than be¬ 
cause the king of England has not urdlingly suffered 
the king of Prussia to be forced into hostile mea- 
Burds (perhaps contrary to his present intentions) by 
France, at#time when no other power in Europe, be¬ 
sides England and France, is directly interested in 
the differences which subsist; and when a refusal, 
on the part of the court of Berlin, to enter into the 
French system, may be the best means of preserv¬ 
ing peace in Europe, which is at all times so desir¬ 
able, and now so necessary. 

“ Thus far, perhaps, it may not be improper to 
drop, in a conversing manner, to the Russian minis¬ 
ters, in order to sound them how far-the court of 
Vienna may have endeavoimed to mislead them, by 
reasoning updn phantoms of their own imaginations. 
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and without any real knowledge of the truth qf what 
iagoinf^on. , 

“ But, for your own private information, I liave 
the king’s leave to Jnform you of a fact of the ut¬ 
most .importance, and which requires the strictest 
secrecy. It is to acquaint you, that in conse^quence 
of what passed between Mr. Michel (the P^ssian am¬ 
bassador) and myself, he has received orders fromhis 
court to acquaint me, that the king his masterAvas 
much pleased witli the communication which had 
been made to him of the Russian treaty, and^f the ■ 
sentiments expressed by the king upon this occasion.. 
That, inclining to preserve the peace of Europe in 
general, he is desirous to begin with securing tlia^ 
of Germany; and thinks that this end may be best 
obtained by a treaty of neutrality for the empire, 
during the present troubles, drawn up in such a 
manner as not to give offegee to any other power; 
and Mr. Michel proceeded to chalk out a mcttiod 
for accommodating the differences which had arisen 
between his majesty and the king of Prussia. 

" In this spirit, a project of a trea^ has been ^ 
drawn up. If the king of Prussia is linccre, me 
peace of Germany may undoubtedly be maintained ; 
as it cannot be imagined that France would ven¬ 
ture to march an army into flic empire, if Prussia 
is seriously determined to oppose it. But if (which 
is not to be supposed) the king of Prussia should 
have some sinister motive in the overtures he has 
made, endeavours may possibly bo used, even by 
himself, to instil jealousies at Petersburg, as if wo 
wcre neglecting the Russian alliance, and entering 
into secret measiu;es for defeating it. The very 
contrary is the case. The king knows that the con- 
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elusion of the treaty of Russia is one great induce¬ 
ment to the king of Prussia’s present way df think¬ 
ing, an4 his majesty is persuaded that the Czarina’s 
known magnanimity wiil bo equally satisfied with 
having 'greatly contributed to preserve peace and 
security to her allies, par un coup de plume, as if 
she had an opportunity of showing the bravery of 
h^ troops and the greatness of the power of her 
arms. 

“ But* if you should not have the greatest reason 
to thhfle that the king of Prussia should have been 
beforehand, and either unfolded the mystery,'*"or 
endeavour to "'graft insinuations upon it, that the 
measure is repugnant to the thorough confidence 
and close alliance which it is his majesty’s most sin¬ 
cere intcniioii to preserve with the empresf of Russia, 
you must keep it all secret, even from the groat 
chancellor BcstuchefF b^self. 

^ And I must add ylF another caution,—that you 
. should not be led to make a communication of this 
important nature, even though the Austrian minister 
shoiild use his endeavours to raise suspicion or un¬ 
easiness atiSt. Petersburg, upon the measures which 
the king finds it necessary to undertake in order to 
procure the peace and tranquillity of the empire, 
which the court of Vkftina themselves have but too 
much neglected. Perhaps the Austrian ambassador 
may have been instructed to do ill offices to the king’s 
service at St. Petersburg; but you are neither to 
complain nor resent the behaviour of the court of 
Vienna, but in case of extremity to act only on the 
defensive.” 

Thus, at the conclusion of the year 1755, a new 
world of great and important events opens to our 
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view. What is the first conclusion to be drawn firom 
the meiH5 consideration of the above remarkable in¬ 
structions ? 

First, England ought not, for the sake of_ subor¬ 
dinate differences with Prussia, to have eXcited the 
[Russian court so indefinitely against that power; it 
ought, in negotiating the treaty with Russia, to have 
brought forward more decidedly the specific object. 
Russia, and still more Austria, did not think of pre¬ 
venting war by this means, but of giving occasion 
for it. 

’Secondly, the English would undoubtedly gain if 
they could preserve peace on the * Continent, by 
means of Austria, Russia, and Prussia, and avail 
themselves, without interruption, of their superiority 
at sea. ^ 

Thirdly, the king of Prussia, under existing cir¬ 
cumstances, undoubtedly mshed for peace for many 
reasons. He was at that^me the most disposed 
to jicace of all the parties. What is to be said in 
this rcs})ect of Russia and Austria will immediately 
a])pcar. “ 

In the first place Russia, which had Icortainly re- 
ceived private information, made a thousand excuses 
to delay the fulfilment of the treaty with England*. 
The defensive alliance between England and Prussia 
for the preservation of peace, and against the en¬ 
trance of foreign troops into Germany, had, on the 
other hand, been concluded on the IGth of January, 
1756, and it was impossible any longer to keep it 
secret. As all parties extolled the motive, and the 
alliance di4 not injure the interest of any power, 
•Holdeniess imagined that he had already attained 
* Dispatch of the 10th January, 1756. Russia, vol. Ixiv. 
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his object,' and considered it an easy matter to jus- 
'tify the proceedings of England and Pri^sia in 
Vienna ^nd St Petersburg. 

On im 6th of February he sent a copy of the 
treaty td St. Petersburg, and added*, that Austria 
had hitherto always declared it could do nothing for 
England, so long as it was not secured against 
Prussia. This is now the case, and better than if it 
ha^ been effected merely by force. If ttie court of 
Vienna ('which, however, his majesty will not suppose 
to be the case) ever di3 entertain hopes that his 
, majesty would have joined in so wild and extrava- 
gai^ a view, dl that of making the destruction of 
the king of Prussia’s power the condition upon which 
the house of Austria would have afforded this assist¬ 
ance to thS maritime powers against Frafice, it was 
high time tpey should be undeceived, and be con¬ 
vinced that no considc||,tion could ever oblige his 
majesty to enter into so impracticable and so unjust 
a project. 

“ It is not difficult to* conceive that the court of 
Vienifa might have had other hopes from the Russian 
treaty; bufc had any other use been made of it, it 
would no longer have been a pacific or preventive 
measure, birf, on the contrary, have immediately 
drawn on a most dangerous war, which, if successful, 
might indeed have been beneficial to the house of 
Austria, but could never have produced any solid 
advantage to his majesty, or at least not such as 
could have been in any way adequate to the im¬ 
mense. expense and hazarding of such an undcr- 
takiilg. 

“ If Austria will still look upon Prussia as her ir- 

* Di^tpaich of the lOtb January, 1756. Russia, rol. Ixir. 
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rcconcileable enemy, and act towards it as such, they 
cannot \Vonder that his majesty should deefino join¬ 
ing in views which* must carry ruin and iugvitable 
destruction with them.” 

On th 17th of Fcbraary, Williams replied' :—“ I 
think, and may seriously venture to assure your 
lordship, that the Prussian treaty will have no bad 
effect at this court. I labour day and nfght to pre¬ 
vent it, and tope my pains will not be ineffectual.” 

Two days later his courtage had already failed, 
though he still deceives himself, and is decei’rtjd by 
others. He writesf:—“The ratification lay upon 
the empresses table for five weeks, an#I am sorrj^to 
say that she keeps the two chancellors in such awe, 
that they are not upon a foot of putting h^r majesty 
in mind of ^gning a paper.” 

Several of the principal persons aret, evidently 
against England; for ins ty ce, Peter Schuwalof, 
because he has received no present, and he again 
governs the young favourite Iwan Schuwalof. 

At length the empress signed the trcaty,^ut 
added a condition to the following effect J “ xliat 
the treaty that had just been ratified shXlI be valid 
only in case the king of Prussia shall attack the do¬ 
minions of his majesty the king of Great Britain or 
those of his allies.” Now, as Austria had been the 
chief ally of England, and was still considered as 
such in. St. Petersburg, this addition, in the actual 
state of tilings, made the treaty of no importance 
whatever. They, however, conduced to represent 
the matter in a more favourable light to the English 

• ftispatch^f the 10th January, 1736. Russia, vol. Ixiv. 
f Dispatch of the 19th February. Russia, vol. Ixiv. 

{ The 14tb February, O. S. Ibid. 
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ambassador. The two chancellors affirmed that this 
addition was not their work, but ftey hoped to defeat 
it, if I ^ould adopt it and send it to England. It was 
drawp*up in the apartihents of Schuwalof, laid be* 
fore Ih'c empress, and sent to Bestucheff. 

“ The latter, having quarrelled with Iwan Schu¬ 
walof, has greatly altered the state of affairs^t this 
court. Iwan’s power gains daily, and Peter Schuwa¬ 
lof is absolutely necessary to his majesty’s interest, 
so that he should be gained. 

“ After receiving the treaty with Prussia I went 
to Bestucheff, who wished me joy on the new al- 
* Ihiice; but ^ded, that the empress would certainly 
take it ill that the communication of this treaty had 
been made to Count Colloredo before it was made to 
Prince Gailitzin: and that any new unEn between 
his majesty and Prussia would be very disagreeable 
to her imperial majesjy; to which I answered, tliat 
such a treaty could offend nobody but France, except 
such as were already mclined to bo offended. I 
hope that Bestucheff’,will do everything that the 
en^ess may not misunderstand the new alliance, 
and be misled to take a false view of it. To this he 
answered,—But what wiU the court of Vienna say 
to it * ? which I replied, that if the Austrian 
ministry really desired the continuation of the peace, 
they could not possibly say anything against it. 
1 did not think it proper even to hint to the chan¬ 
cellor, that the conduct of Austria had been*one of 
the chief reasons that had induced his majesty to 
take this step. 

" Hereupon Bestucheff gave me ^ very broad 
hint that he had not yet received the money pro- 
This wn no ansverto Williams’s question. 
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miscd him; on which I assured him that he would 
certainly receive iH -But in case he had need of if, 
and would heartily serve the king in this la^t affair, 
and prevent any jealousiei^hat other courfls might 
stir u]) in the empress’s breast, 1 would engage%aron 
Wolff should immediately advance him what had been 
promised him. He gave me assurances to do all I 
could wish; and, in conformity to this assurance, 
he sent Prince Gallitzin’s dispatches, which were 
arrived the night before, but just then deciphered, 
to the empress, with some comments upon them, 
which were dictated by me, wherein he said that the ^ 
convention of Petersburg was wheft had alraldy' 
produced these pacific sentiments in his Prussian 
majesty, and obliged me to make those steps towards 
the king which had occasioned this treaty; and that, 
therefore, the lionour of it was full as glorjious for the 
empress, to preserve the pca^e of Europe by signing 
her name as to restore it by a victory.” 

Woronzow readily agreed to all; but then said to 
Williams (who did not observe or take notice q£this 
ambiguity), "that since now theEussian armyTOuld 
not be obliged to take long marches *, I might de¬ 
pend upon it, that when the king of Prussia at¬ 
tempted anything to disturb the peace,j^e empress 
would fulfil all the engagements upon that occa¬ 
sion.” 

These words wore further explained and confirmed 
•by the declaration mentioned above, that the em¬ 
press would do nothing but keep the king of Prussia 
in awe, and attack him in case he should attack the 
king or anj|^ of his allies, and excuses her from 
marching into Flanders or Germany under false 

Against France. 
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pretences, or in hopes of obtaining more money. In 
fact, these words wore of no vaihe with respect to 
England, wliile Russia, by the term allies, undoubt¬ 
edly jpeant Austria, "^t Williams was so blind as 
to rejoice that Russia would compel the king of 
Prussia to remain faithful to his new engagements, 
and would even attack him with a greater force than 
was fixed by the treaty. 

Esterhazy also (Williams further relates with 
gi'eat delight) had faithfully and honourably sup¬ 
ported him, as well as Bcstuchclf, and the latter Avas 
so devoted to him that he feared nothing from 
Vi«Bna. Peter, Schuwalof must at all events be 
gained, and a sword be sent to general Apraxin* 
as Lord H^ndford had promised him. Apraxin does 
mischief, and makes a great noise at a court where 
almost every minister is publicly known to be venal. 

Esterhazy had received no ‘instructions from 
Vienna, and answered to the empress Elizabeth, he 
could speak only as a private person, upon the treaty 
withJ^russia, the object of which was the preserVa- 
tioiffjf peace. The empress, so Esterhazy told 
Williams, seemed a little piqued at the treaty, and 
had told him that she expected that the king of 
England aq^ the court of Vienna would have formed 
some system for reducing the king of Prussia’s 
power, which she was very ready and desirous to do 
at all times. 

It may be doubtful how far the Russian miniilfer 
and Esterhazy designed to mislead Williams; what 
they did tell him was certainly sufficient to convince 
him that Prussia never could expect the least from 
Russia. 

In the beginning of February, Keith received in- 



1756.] ELIZABETH—MARIA THERESA—FREDERICK. 237 

telH'jenco at Vienna of the treaty concf nded between 
Prussia and Engkind *, and proved, to Kaunitz, 
that it contained nothing host!' ■' to Austria, bu^ as 
the most prudent measure fw the prevention / the 
war. At first Kaunitz merely observed, it,'‘'’''s a 
thing they had long expected. On the 1 llh of Fe- 
bruai-y lie thanked him for the communication, and 
only added (^tvithout at all entering further into the 
subject), that they hoped his majesty would reap the 
advantage he had proposed to himself. 

The Prussian ambassador Klinggraf, however, 
])erccivcd that Austria was highly displeased at iiic 
treaty, and would unite with France'; but Keith, 
as well as Williams, adhered so steadily to the old 
system of policy, that he wi*ote, that the court of 
Vienna would hardly be too precipitate with a meU' 
sure, which (if they are not absolutely deprived of 
all judgment, nayjs'of common sense) they must sec 
would infallibly end in their own ruin. 

Notwithstanding this, great preparations for war 
by Austria were spoken of on the 18th of February; 
and, on the 6th of March, Klinggiuf was more^ully 
acquainted with Parisian afiairs than Keith. At 
least, the former asserted, that consultations had 
already been held there with the Austrian ambas¬ 
sador, Count Stahremberg, on plans of operations 
upon the Rhine and in Silesia. 

England, however, certainly did not believe, that 
byi«an •approximation to Prussia it could lose either 
Austria, or, still less, Russia. 

In regard to the latter power, Williams, hcMvever, 
had new consolation at hand; and on the 19th of 

* Dispatch of February, 1756. Austria, vol. cxcii. 
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February wrote the empress Elizabeth could 
scarcely live six months longer, and Catherine en¬ 
tirely agreed with him respecting the treaty. But 
the main question, which was constantly evaded, was, 
what was the real object and intention of the treaty 
between England and Russia, under the present 
circumstances ? After a long conversation with the 
all-powerful Iwan Schuwalof, Williams writes f:— 
“ That if the king of Prussia took any hostile steps 
against the king or his allies, the empress would 
certainly fall upon him and attack him immediately.” 
Expressions of this kind showed that no notice was 
taken at Petersburg of the treaty betweemEngland 
and Prussia, and that Frederick II. was not reck- 
oned among the allies of George II. It is not 
likely that this was communicated on tlie part of 
England to Frederick, though he probably learnt it 
through some other channel. + 

On the 6th and 16t.h of March William writes, still 
undei^delusion J, Austria has done nothing at all in 
St. Petersburg against the Prussian treaty. “ Est^- 
hazy’*^comes in th»most friendly manner to me, and 
tells me all the news he can pick up. I hear from 
Wolkow (private secretary to Bestucheff), that the 
alarm which the empress has taken in regard to the 
Prussian treaty begins to wear off.” 

Nine days after this, however, Williams learns 
that there had been great deliberations at Peters¬ 
burg §, whether the whole treaty with Englahd 
should not be declared nu^ and void, in conse¬ 
quence of the treaty with Prussia: that Bestucheff 

* Russia, vol. Ixiv. f Dispatch of 28th Febniaiy, ibid* 

t J[bid. § Dispatch of 27th March* 



1746.] ENGLAND AND RUSSIA. 239* 

had successfully opposed it; but' the latter excused 
himself from seeing Williams, adding, by way of 
consolation, that all would still be well. 

Meantime the Russian obseiwations and additional 
articles were discussed in London; and it was re¬ 
solved to abide entirely by the treaty. On the 30th 
of March. Holderness wrote to Williams * :—“I am 
surprised at the new declaration, Avhich I hereby 
return, and consider the treaty in itself sufficient. 
The declaration in question is of so delicate a na¬ 
ture, and would so justly give offence to the king of 
Prussia, were it to become public, that the king 
thinks the. less is said of it the better. Take care 
that it be quickly and entirely suppressed. 

“ I may in confidence tell you, that according to 
some advices of good autliority, a plan has been 
formed by France, and adopted at Vienna, by which 
it is intended that France should attempt, with a 
very great force, at once to attack the king of 
Prussia in the duchy of Cloves and his majesty’s 
Gfi^tman dominions, which attempt is to be sup¬ 
ported by the Austrian forces on that part of Silesia 
which has been ceded to the king of Prussia. In 
this case England would be obliged to claim the as¬ 
sistance of Russia, and also a declaration from the 
empress what she would do in such a case.” 

Lord Holderness expresses himself still more 
plainly in a second letter of the same date:—“ The 
king was greatly surprised that after what you had 
wrote to me concerning the good intentions of the 
tivo chancellors, and their resolution to represent 
the Prussian treaty in a favourable light to the 
empress. Prince Galitzin should have received in- 

. * Rusiia, vol. Ixxxiv. 
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structions so widely different from ^at the king 
had reason to expect by the tenor of your letters. 
That minister came to me some'days agot and read 
to me a French translation of a very long rescript he 
had received from his court, full of complaints, jea¬ 
lousies, and uneasiness, founded chiefly on a suppo¬ 
sition, that by the second article of the late treaty, 
his majesty engaged not to enter into any alUance, 
or even come to any composition with the king of 
Prussia, without a previous concert with the Czarina 
of Bussia. 

“ But I flatter myself I convinced Galitzin of the 
fallacy of this argument, and that the article quoted 
could only take place when, in consequence of the 
dzarina’s engagements, she had taken part in a war 
actually begun; but that now peace prevailed, and 
there was no common enemy to combat. Nor could 
his majesty think himself precluded by the treaty 
from taking any steps he might think proper, with 
any gpwer whatsoever, for preventing the calami^s 
of war from reaching Europe, which was the avc||pfl 
principle upon which the treaty with Bussia was un¬ 
dertaken.” 

It was, however, almost more important to change 
the dispositions of Austria than of Bussia. Count 
Canale, the Sardinian ambassador, made the most 
earnest representations at Venice for maintaining the 
old system*, and endeavoured to represent the 
treaty between Prussia and England in a favourable 
light. “ Far from being an object of jealousy, it 
ought to be considered as a very proper and neces¬ 
sary measure in the present situation of affairs, and 
from which, if rightly improved, great advantages 

* Dispatch of Keith, 3id April. Austria, tuI. cscii. 
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might be dravw for the' service ®f the common 
cause.” ,Xhe emperor and empress, however, could 
not be brought to make any positive declarations, but 
merely answered—“ They never had done, or ever 
would do, anything that their allies could justly find 
fault with.” Count Canule says he could observe, 
that whenever he touched upon the treaty of Prussia, 
there .appeared a sensible emotion in the empress’s 
countenance; and when he mentioned a report that 
run about a negotiation with France, their majesties 
turned the discourse. 

. A week later, on the llth of April *, Mr. Wil¬ 
liams writes from St. Petersburg':—“ Three weeks 
ago Esterhazy received new instructions, which Iqd 
to the great consultation, whether the treaty with 
England should be kept or not. Woronzow pro¬ 
posed that it should be revoked ; but the Schuwalofs 
were gained, and by the help and interposition of 
•the great duchess, who at my earnest request took 

S pains in the aifair, at length brought^t to 
Bestuchell’ spoke so positively in its favour, 
the empress reprimanded him, but without 
shaking liis courage. Six votes against four decided 
for us; namely, the great duke Peter, Bestuclicff, 
the two Schuwalofs, Apraxin, and Gallitziu; against 
Woronzow, Bestucheff II., Trubetzkoi, and But- 
turlin. 

“ The great duchess continues in the same good 
way of thinking, and seeks for occasions to do the 
king all the service in i^r power. She owned to me 
that she was struck when she first heard of the treaty 
with Prussia; but that since it had been explained 

* Russia, vol. Ixiv. 
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to her by the great chancellor and myself, she had 
nothing to say against it; but she hoped that the 
alliance between England, Austria, and Russia, 
would remain firm, and continue to be the system of 
the three courts. 

" A paper was given me to read, to the effect that 
the courts of Vienna and Petersburg must persevere 
in their objections, the rather as the king of Prussia 
was negotiating with the duke of Nivernois ; that if 
this was done with the knowledge of England, it was 
so much the worse; that Frederick aims at the part 
of a mediator,—at honour and addition of territory; 
that the king of England should take great care not 
to let him interfere, and to procure him that honour; 
tnat the king should never trust his interest to a 
person of known partiality towards France, of con¬ 
stant attention to his own aggi’andizcmcnt, and upon 
whose promise there is no reliance to be made. 

“ The court of Vienna complained here in very' 
stroQg terms of the king’s abandoning their in¬ 
terests, and even hinted tliat they might b« obliged 
to seek other allies. For in a note which the great 
chancellor wrote to the great duchess, he told her 
that Austria was so much out of humour with Eng¬ 
land, that this court was obliged to soothe and 
flatter the empress-queen at present, lest she might 
be provoked to take engagements with the court of 
Versailles. 

• The activity of the great duchess Catherine is 
very great. She declared, Jhat whoever attempted 
to destroy the union between England, Austria, and 
Russia, was no fi’ieud to this empire. She is beloved 
and already feared in this country; and those who 
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are upon the best footing with the empress, seek 
every occasion of making an underhand court to her 
imperial highness. 

“ The empress’s aversion to the king of Prussia’s 
person and power breaks out very often. 

" I am afraid the ministers at Vienna employ their 
thoughts more upon regaining Silesia than about 
the safety of their allies and the peace of Europe; 
and, consequently, arc alarmed at any project of an 
approaching tranquillity. Tlioy will not remember 
that they themselves were the real occasion of his 
majesty taking this step with Prussia; and they 
now declaim against the measure which their own 
ill conduct made absolutely necessary. ^ 

“ The empress’s passions never last long; an9 
though it is a bad task to determine her majesty to 
anything, yet it is a very easy one to jrrevent her 
taking any resolution; the whole ministry can hardly 
do the first, and almost the weakest of them can 
do the latter. ^ 

*^he%tatc of her health is far from being good; 
it makes her wish for quiet and j)cace. She is grown 
very melancholy, and lives a very retired life; and 
whereas, formerly, she used to be every day abroad, 
either in a chair or on horseback, she has not been 
out of her house but once this whole winter.’” 

Meantime the duke of Nivernois had had an in¬ 
effectual negotiation with king Frederick at Berlin, 
and had returned to Paris on the 21st of April*. 
Only nine days later, th^ 1st of May, 1756, a treaty 
was concluded at Versailles between France and 
Austria; it only went so far as neutrality respecting 
the American disputes with England—the mut^ 
Vanory,ii.6—U. * 

m2 
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security of possessions, and defence against foreign 
attacks. On the 17th of May, England made a 
formal declaration of war against France; and, on 
the 9th of June, France declared war against Eng¬ 
land. 


CHAPTER XXV. 

War by Sea and Land—Political state of Fiussia and Austria 
—^Feelings of Austria respecting the Union of England with 
Prussia—Keith, Kaunitz, Count Colloredo—Reply of the Court of 
Vienna—Keith’s Audience of Maria Theresa—Her relation to 
France—The two Empresses — Complaint of Keith respecting 
'^Kaunitz. 

The counterpart of the treaty between England and 
Prussia was the treaty of Austria with France. Tlie 
ostensible object of both was to maintain peace; and, 
had all parties been seriously disposed, it might 
have been attained. But they supposed such a change 
in European policy,—dividing what had Ring iJeen 
united, and uniting whai had long been separated, 
—that regret, vexation, and misunderstanding were 
not wanting, and almost brought about a war. 

It therefore was, and is, the more important to 
obtain a thorough insight into the real state of 
affairs at that time, so as not to be misled by mere 
excuses. 

England, without doubt, earnestly desired peace 
by land, on the grounds that have already been se¬ 
veral times alluded to. While, however, it took for 
granted the war by land, and gained over Ruasia 
j^unst Prussia, it prepared for itself the difficult 
raMc which it had now to perform, of removing the 
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prejudices of Russia against Frederick: in facti the 
conduct of the court of Petersburg was actuated by 
passion, hatred, self-interest, and ignorance. 

France would not object to a war by land, if it 
blFcred advantageous prospects, and, as Prussia drew 
back, endeavoured to strengthen itself by assistance 
from Austria. So far its proceeding may be ex¬ 
cused. It became as foolish as that of Russia from 
the moment that its hatred to Frederick seduced it 
into the error of an offensive war. 

Frederick, if he did not wish to remain quite 
insulated, had only the choice of uniting with Eng¬ 
land or France. He preferred the alliance with the 
former power, because it did not favour war, but 
peace. He negotiated this time more like a Ger¬ 
man prince than lie 'did in J 740. 

Austria was by no means injured by the treaty 
between England and Prussia; but the whole sys¬ 
tem of policy which it had hitherto pcrseveringly 
pursued was overturned; for its constant and highest 
object was undoubtedly the recovery of Silesia. It 
desired war. It cannot be altogether blamed on 
that account: it did what has not only been often 
done, but what sometimes (contrary to the letter of 
treaties) may be a positive right, and an imperative 
duty, as, for instance, the year 1813 proves. Austria 
could calculate with certainty that there Avould be 
no Avant for occasions and pretexts for war. It aa’RS 
more difhcult to get the preponderance of poAver on 
its side. It thought that it ivould gain in France 
more than it lost in England; and if, (an undeniable 
triumph of diplomatic skill!) besides France, Russia 
could also bo induced to draiv the sword foy|?ie 
cause of Austria, it would, indeed, have been aiffiry 
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great folly to suffer this only favourable opportunity 
to escape. That the blindness of the courts of Ver¬ 
sailles and St. Petersburg would continue seven 
years, was certainly more than Kaunitz could then 
hope for, or Frederick II. fear. 

I shall, however, proceed from unnecessary reflec¬ 
tions to historical communications; and first to some 
extracts from the dispatches of Keith from Vienna. 

On the 7th of April, 1756, Keith delivered the 
treaty concluded with Prussia to the Count Kau¬ 
nitz*, and observed, his object was by no means to 
injure any one, but merely to obtain peace. Even 
the secret article, that Prussia would not guarantee 
or protect the Austrian possessions in the Nether¬ 
lands and in Italy, was entirely conformable to former 
treaties. “ Kaunitz received what I said civilly, but 
very drily; and when I mentioned the secret article, 
he seemed surprised that the king of Prussia should 
pretend to give that sense to the eighth article of 
the treaty of Dresden. But I stopped his mouth, 
by showing that that was the true and natural sense 
of that article, as the war was then actually carrying 
on in the Netherlands; and that it was never ex¬ 
pected that the king of Prussia should take any 
part in the defence of those provinces. 

“ Count Kaunitz then asked me if I really thought 
the treaty as advantageous as we represented it, or 
if I imagined it would be productive of the good 
consequences that we seemed to expect from it? 
This I endeavoured to prove. Besides, Austria had 
always asserted that, till it was secured against 
Prussia, it could not expose its provinces on that 

JHpspatch of 16th May, Austria, toI. cxcii. Mitchell papen. 
HnKrneeg diapatcheg, fol. 8. 
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side, and act elsewhere. It would be better to 
satisfy the king of Prussia than resort to violent 
measures against him. And, in order to provide 
against all events, the king of England had taken 
new measures Avith Russia, but which never were 
meant to be offensively made use of, without an ab¬ 
solute necessity. Perhaps the apprehension of these 
measures might have, in some degree, influenced 
the king of Prussia in his present resolution; and 
that the continuance and existence of the contract 
with Russia, was a good pledge for the good faith of 
his Prussian majesty, in c.xecuting his new engage¬ 
ments with the king of England. 

“ That as to the jealousies Avhich the court of 
Vienna might conceive of a predilection for the 
Prussian alliance to that with the house of Austria, 
or that the new treaty might have taken ])lacc from 
pique or resentment, I gave Count Kaunitz the most 
positive assurances that it was far from his majesty’s 
intention to alter or diminish his attachment to his 
old and natural allies; and that the king’s great 
view in making this treaty ivas to endeavour there¬ 
by to repair the breach made in the old system by 
the defection of the house of Brandenburg, which, 
by the confession of the court of Vienna itself, made 
so great a change in the balance of Europe, that 
they Avere not in a condition, Avithout a previous se¬ 
curity against the poAver of Prussia, to take the neces¬ 
sary measures for those of their provinces Avhich 
most immediately concerned the maritime powers. 

“ I concluded with saj-ing that the king of Eng¬ 
land could by no means gh'e way to suspicions of 
want of faith in the king of Prussia, or irnaginrtfeat 
that prince could harbour any thought of distWlmgV 
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tlie empress in Germany; and that though his ma¬ 
jesty was of opinion that it was not for her interest 
to entertain jealousies of that dangerous nature, yet 
if such a suspicion should be verified, and his Prus¬ 
sian majesty become the aggressor against the house 
of Austria, his majesty would look upon himself at 
full liberty, notwithstanding the late treaty, to fulfil 
his engagements with Austria, and even to reclaim 
the assistance of the Czarina, in consequence of her 
engagements to the king of England. 

“ I stopped here; and Count Kaunitz, who had 
heard me speak without entering into the convers¬ 
ation upon any of the other points, laid hold of this 
last part of my discourse, and said, with some 
vivacity, that he never had supposed that his ma¬ 
jesty could intend, by the Prussian or any otlicr 
treaty, to weaken the engagement he stood under, 
by former treaties, to his old allies. 

“ Taking this up, I replied—England can believe 
as little of alliances of Austria with France, which 
would have put a finishing stroke to the ancient 
system of Europe. As, however, there were various 
reports from all quarters, I requested an explanation 
on that point. It appeared, by Kaunitz’s counte¬ 
nance, that he was a little surprised at my laying 
hold, in this manner, of what he had said, and in 
turning his argument against him; and I believe 
he was sorry he had lot it drop. But, however, 
wthout taking any notice of it, he said that Austria 
never had done, and never would do, anything for 
which the empress was obliged to reproach herself, 
or respecting which her old allies could bring for- 
ww^ust complaints. 

^P^om Kaunitz 1 immediately went to Count 
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Collorcdo, to whom I made the same communica¬ 
tion. He received me in a very different maiiner; 
for, in the place of the other’s cold and dry civilities, 
he expressed himself with the greatest cordiality, 
and showed a sensible pleasure at those passages of* 
my discourse which he thought might be agreeable 
to his court; malcing me repeat them over, taking 
notes, witli an intention, I am very sure, to make 
use of them to open the eyes of his court, and bring 
them back to a riglit way of thinking.” 

In the latter expectation the English ambassador 
was, however, disappointed. Nothing was heard of 
Kaunitz, nor did he give the promised answer. It 
was not till the Sunday before tlyj IGth of May 
(after everything had already been concluded at 
Versailles) “ that he took me,” continues Keith, 

" into his closet, and with a very mysterious air, 
told me he was now in a condition to give me 
the answer lie had promised me. Ho told, mo to 
deliver this written-verbal note to my court, and 
then we should both have done our duty. It was as 
follows:—That her imperial majesty could not dis¬ 
semble that the limitation of the neutrality to the 
states of Germany alone, had not a little surprised 
her, as she would be in evident danger elsewhere. 
Her majesty, however, wished the king of England 
all possible good, and that every advantage that was 
anticipated might result from the treaty, especially 
to the electorate of Hanover. 

“ As I sought in conversation explanation of this 
note, Kaunitz told me, very magisterially, that his 
orders were positive not to enter into any discussion 
upon the subject; and when amongst other things 
1 said, that it contained no answer to one 

M 3 
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Is 

'material poi;its of my communication, viz., the state 
of the negotiations between France and Austria, he 
replied that he had particular orders not to enter 
into any explanation of any kind upon that point. 

“ Under these circumstances, I thought'it expe¬ 
dient to request an audience with the empress. 

“ Kaunitz answered, that the empress would cer¬ 
tainly not refuse an audience, but it was a very use¬ 
less step, because the answer given was the em¬ 
press’s answer, confirmed and approved by all her 
ministers, upon due and mature deliberation.” 

On the 13th May, being the birth-day of the 
empress, Keith was introduced to her, and observed 
that the givei^ declarations would appear to his 
court as a renunciation of the ancient relations. 
•The empress answered, “ She could not help it if it 
did. That it was not she who abandoned the old 
system, but that it was my court that had aban¬ 
doned her and that system together, in making the 
treaty with the king of Prussia. That the account 
of that treaty had struck her like a fit of apoplexy : 
that though she had received many accounts from 
different quarters that such a treaty was in agita¬ 
tion, yet she never could be brought to believe it ; 
but now that it was certain, she considered the old 
system to exist no longer; and that it was to be ex¬ 
cused, in that case, if she endeavoured to secure 
herself, by taking the measures that should appear 
to her necessary for that purpose.” 

To this Keith replied, “ That the new treaty by no 
means destroyed the old system, but had been un¬ 
dertaken in consequence of the disinclination of the 
court of Vienna to adopt the English plan of dc- 
ffcnlBfe.” The empress answered, " That, without cn- 
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tering into the reasons which might have induced 
his British majesty to take that measure, she would 
own freely to me that she and the king of Prussia 
were incompatible together ; and that no considera¬ 
tion cofild ever make her enter into an alliance 
where he was a party.” 

Keith answei’ed, “ A resolution of this nature was 
highly detrimental to her own intei’cst and safety, as 
it would not only give a just pretence to the king of 
Prussia, but even laid him, in some measure, under 
the necessity to secure himself by the ruin of the 
house of Austria.” 

The empress, in the same manner, turned off all 
explanations respecting her relation to France; 
adding, however, “ She could not see why we should 
be surprised if she should enter into engagements 
with France, after the example we had given by 
making a treaty with Prussia.” Keith having re¬ 
quested and obtained permission to address her as 
a private person, some explanation ensued. Maria 
Theresa said, her present system was absolutely to 
keep out of war, which she was resolved to do at 
any rate *, and that all the measures she Avas taking 
Avere Avith that view. 

With respect to the relations Avith France, she 
Avas very far from being French in her disposition, 
and she OAvned that court had been her enemy; but 
that, in the situation she was left in by the treaty of 
Aix-la-Chapcllc, and by the cessions avc had obliged 
her to make, then and before, Avhich had cut off her 
arms and legs, she had very little more to fear from 
France, and Avas unable to exert herself with vigour 

* Yet, two mouths later, she would not give Frederick any qleat- 
satisfactwry assurance. 
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or to purpose(?) on that side; consequently, that she 
had nothing left but to make the arrangements ne¬ 
cessary for saving the little she had left there. Keith 
, defended the peace of Aixda-Chapelle, said the ces¬ 
sions were unavoidable, and England had sacrificed 
Cape Breton to the benefit of Austria. Keith said, 
“ How could your majesty think to find security by 
making engagements with the perfidious court of 
France ? ” “ And why should I not ? ” said she. 

After Keith had developed all the reason^ against 
a union with France, he concluded with saying,— 
“ That it was impossible that the empress and arch¬ 
duchess of Austria could ever humble herself so as 
to throw herself into the arms of Franco!” Her 
majesty answered, with some quickness, “ I don’t 
throw myself into the arms of France, but only 
place myself at her side. Nothing is as yet con¬ 
cluded with this power, neither shall I do anything 
against England; but there was a necessity to take 
some aiTangeraent, and I am persuaded that if I do 
sign, France will keep her word.” 

When Keith reminded her of the Pragmatic 
Sanction, and of England’s toleration, the queen 
replied, “ France would not have attacked her, if 
Prussia had not led the way; and that the king of 
England had come very late to her assistance. That 
she could not pay much attention to distant pro¬ 
vinces, but must confine herself to her hereditary 
estates, and had only two enemies to fear—the Turks 
and Prussia. However, with the good understand¬ 
ing that exists between the two empresses, they 
would show that they were in a condition to defend 
themselves, and had little to fear from those enemies, 
Ibw^ful as they were.” 
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" It is Kaunitz,” says Keith, “ and Kaunitz * 
alone, that is the author of all the mischief; and 
\rliile the delusion lasts, and he continues in their 
majesties' confidence, nothing good can happen; 
and unfortunately there is the greatest likelihood 
that he will possess their confidence so long, that 
things will go to destruction in that time, so as 
to be past the possibility of recovery. The only 
hope I have is, that as he has, by his pride and 
insolence, made all the world his enemies (for I may 
say with truth that he has not one friend, man or 
woman, either at court or in town), all w'ould rejoice 
at his overthrow.” 


CHAPTER XXVI. 

MitcIitiU’s audience of Frederick—^Thc King respecting the Russiaua 
—The Elector Palatine and the Elector of Cologne—The Aineriran 
War—The Duke of Niveinoig—Warlike preparations of Russia— 
Elizabeth’s enmity to Frederick—Frederick’s views of the state of 
Europe—Observations respecting the Treaties of England with 
Prussia, and of France with Austria—Treaty of England with Rus¬ 
sia—Fresh difHculties—Frederick’s apprehensions—Bestuclieff— 
Schuwaloff—Catherine and Williams—Woronzow—Venality of 
the Russian Ministers. 

The new relation, in which England now stood to¬ 
wards Prussia, rendered it necessary to send a new 
ambassador to Berlin. Mr. Mitchell understood the 
genius of Frederick II., and was, therefore, more 
able to agree with him than Lord Hyndford. 

The same day on which Keith had the conversa¬ 
tion, just related, with Maria Theresa in A^ienna, 
Mr. Mitchell had his first audience with Frederick. 

I 

* Another dispatch of the IGth May. Austriai vol. cxcii, * 
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On the 14th May, he sent several dispatches, from 
which I take the following extracts*:—“ In regard 
to the peace of Germany, the king said, ‘ Nothing 
will happen this'year, I can answer for it with my 
head; but I do not pretend to say what may happen 
the next. I have several plans ready: the king of 
England may choose which he likes. I will fulfil 
my engagements prith him; and, in case the peace of 
the empire should be disturbed, in consequence of 
the conventions that have been talked q^between 
the liouse of Austria and France, I will Ii^c com- 
mm cause with the king of England, and will act 
against both Austria and France. But,’ said he, 
' arc you sure of the Russians ? ’ I replied, ‘ The 
king my master thought so.’ His Prussian majesty 
said, ‘ The king of Great Britain may depend on 
what T say, but I depend, that what passes between 
us will be kept secret,’ which I promised in the 
most solemn manner. 

“ After the king had spoken about the relations 
between Austria and France, he asked me tlic second 
time, if we were absolutely sure of the Russians ? I 
told him, I believed we were, and that the Russian 
minister, at the court of Vienna, had made the 
strongest and most friendly representations to the 
emperor and the empress, upon the subject of the 
late treaty between his majesty and the king of 
Great Britain. The king of Prussia observed, ‘ that 
these representations might have been made by 
order of Bestucheff,’ who he knew was our friend. 

“ The king reckons what armies France, Austria, 
and England can bring to the fieldf; and that he 

Mitchell papers, vol. i. Dispatch to Lord Holdcrness. 
t Second dispatch of the same day. 
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could bring an army of 100,000 men, but still there 
would be wanting 30,000 Russians. That, in order 
to facilitate the coming of the Russians, he proposed 
that they should embark on board their galleys, in 
the ports of Livonia and Courland, nearest to their 
quarters, and sail along the coasts of Prussia and 
Pomerania. That he would give them quarters in 
the ports of Pomerania, if they had occasion to 
land, and they ought to be put on shore at Rostock. 

“ Th^,king said, ‘ The Elector Palatine would 
not be gained from France, but,’ he thought, ‘ the 
Elector of Cologne might be come at.’ He sug¬ 
gested that some Roman Catholic gentleman, with¬ 
out any (official ?) character, should be sent, to re¬ 
side at his court, and get into his favour. That, if 
this gentleman was hardi, effronte, et bouffon, he 
could not fail of success, and then a little money 
would be necessary. He did not believe it would 
be possible to get the Elector to act against the 
French; but it would be sufficient if he refused them 
a passage for their troops, and make a great outcry 
(quil criat beaucoup). He added, that such a gen¬ 
tleman as he had described, he imagined, might be 
found among the Scotch or Irish Roman Catholics. 

I told the king, that the subsidy treaty with 
Bavaria was not renewed. ‘ Then,’ says he, ‘ the 
French will have him,’ (the Elector.) 

“He added: ‘ The French ministry was a very 
weak one, and we had little to fear from them, but 
did well to be upon our guard, because of their 
superior force.’ 

. “ With regard to the war of America, the king 
said, ‘ He could not help wondering at the absurditj^ 
of both nations, to-exhaust their strength and wealtlp 
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for an object that ^id not appear to him to he worth 
•while. Ihat he was persuaded, by next year, both 
nati^s would tire of it, and remove the scat of the 
war into Europe, unless a peace could be made be¬ 
fore that time.’ 

“ I suspect, from the doubtful anxiety which the 
king ^ expresses, in the repeated inquiries he made 
aboiii the state of^our affairs at the court of llussia, 
that he may have received advice from that country, 
that they are not in so favourable a way j|s I had 
reason to believe they were, when I left England. 
It was for that reason that I answered firmly, but 
with reserve, when he urged me again and again 
upon that head.” 

This point was certainly of the utmost importance, 
and on it depended all further conclusions. The 
king clearly enough foresaw the probability of a 
transfer of the war from America to Europe, while 
he, however, in some measure, took it for granted 
that the Kussians would act from Rostock in concert 
with him and England. Maria Theresa desig¬ 
nated the Empress Elizabeth as her ally against 
Brussia. How the peace of Germany was to bo 
maintained in both these cases, it was difiicult to 
comprehend. At all events, such an overstrained 
and confused state of things could not long exist. 

According to a second dispatch of Mitchell, of the 
27th May *, “ The king made new discourses and 
doubts about the wavering state of the Russian 
policy, and tlie secret negotiations of the French at 
that court. 

“ Then about the duke of Nivernois’ negotiation 


Dispatch of 2rth MafIliJ. 
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at Berlin, the kin^ said, he woi^d freely tfell me 
what his views were by the negotiation with France, 
That he wanted to prevent the war from bcconaing 
general, and had hopes at that time of bringing the 
two nations together, and to make them to under¬ 
stand one another, and their respective interests, 
which he thought they had both mistaken.^ That 
he was still of the same opinioii^ and w'oul2f lieep 
out of the war as long as he could. That it was 
his prinjiiplc, that, if Germany was attacked by 
foreign troops, he would fulfil his engagement, (with 
England) and would facilitate the coming of 30,000 
Russians by sea, to be landed at Rostock or Stettin; 

‘ but,’ added he, ‘ I shall be very sorry to sec any 
foreign troops whatsoever in the empire, and I hope 
the Russians w'ill not come, unless there be real oc¬ 
casion for them ; they will serve as a pledge for the 
fidelity of the Russian empire, and prevent its being 
induced to take a part against us.’ ” 

On the 28th of May*, a day after the sending 
of thii dispatch, Holderncss informs the ambassador 
Williams, that (notwithstanding all the representa¬ 
tions of England, Spain, Naples, and Silesia against 
it) Austria had concluded a treaty with France. 
Everything now depended on keeping Russia in the 
right course. On the following day. May 2‘Jth, 
Williams writes to Holderness f :—“ Troops arc 
marching from all quarters into Livonia. Orders arc 
given to increase the army there to above 140,000 
men. Thirty-six regiments of infantry, three of 
horse, five of Hussars, 20,000 Cossacks, and a pro¬ 
portionate train of artillery. Several of the generals 
are already gone to Riga.” 


* 


Kusbia, 


Ixiv. 


t Ibid. 
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Now, as England had not ashed for any assist¬ 
ance, and Russia had declared that the treaty with 
the king of England bound it only to act against 
the king of Prussia, his apprehensions were but too 
well founded. 

“ The empress’s personal enmity against the king 
of Pi-ussia,” continues Williams, on the 5th of 
June*, “ is so undisguised that it breaks out upon 
every occasion, and any point that is directly levelled 
against that monarch, is eagerly supportild by the 
Czarina and all her ministers.” ^ 

Four days after this, Keith wrote from Vienna to 
Lord Holdernessj:—“I hear, from persons who pre¬ 
tend to be well informed, that Austria and Russia 
are connected together in the strongest manner, and 
act in concert in everything. Their object is only to 
deceive England, and lull it to sleep, till all their 
plans are ripe, and everything prepared. Five days 
later the ambassador confirms this statement.” 

On the 7th of June, Frederick II. wrotej:—“ The 
whole of this affair turns upon two points. ’|'he one 
M to gain Russia; this is what the king of England 
j^oposes to effect. If he succeeds, Germany will 
remain tranquil, and we shall have nothing to fear. 
The other is, (supposing that the news which has 
come from the Hague should be ccftifirmed, and the 
empress of Russia be induced to renounce her en¬ 
gagements with England) to turn to the Turks and 
to distribute money among them, to secure a diver¬ 
sion on their part, and, at the same time, for the 
king of England and myself to malke all the aug- 
jnentations specified in the body of the dispatch, to 

* Russia, vol. Ixr. f Dispatch of y tWu ne. Austria, yol. cxeii^ 
t Mitchell papers, vol. i., inte^R for Mitchell. 



259 


1756.] Frederick’s opinions.—Austria. 

put ourselves in a condition to r|^ist all the enter¬ 
prises of our enemy. I believe that there is no time 
to be^ost in doing all this, and that, unless mea¬ 
sures are taken beforehand at Constantino{de, in 
case of our own failing at Petersburg, we shall only 
take our measures when it is too late. 

“ The best of all would be peace. In case there 
should be no means to aflFcct it, between this and 
the end of the year, we must think betimes of means 
to defeiW ourselves, and neglect nothing for our 
mutuil preservation ; and tell Mr. Mitchell, that the 
question is not about trifles, but the most important 
interests of Prussia and England; and that the 
slightest negligence, in our present measures, may 
in time cause our mutual ruin.” 

This last apprehension was perfectly well-founded, 
if notdmraediately for Great Britain, yet for Prussia; 
its existence was at stake, and it was most difficult 
for it to take the right resolution at the right time. 
This will clearly appear from the diplomatic cor- 
rcspoh|encc, which is more extensive and important 
from June to October, than for years before and 
afterwards. 

On the 12th of June Kaunitz informed the Eng¬ 
lish ambassador that a treaty of neutrality and de¬ 
fence had been concluded between Austria and 
France. That, as the treaty of Westphalia had 
been taken as the basis, the overthrow of the con¬ 
stitution of the empire was out of'the question. The 
Austrian possessions were guaranteed, and the pre¬ 
sent war was ei^cluded, in respect to mutual assist¬ 
ance. Keith, ^ong other r^arks, observed, “ It 
:seems strange that Kaunitz affirmed the quarrels of 

^l^ustria, toI. czeii. 



260 


Sl!tEDKRlCK II. ANO HIS TIMES. [CH. XXVI. 


England did nat^concern Austria, as the English 
never considered the quarrels of Austria as indiffer¬ 
ent to them.” 

The previously (July 11, Holdemess wrote 
to Keitjb*) :—“ The treaty of England with Prussia 
cannot injure Austria, unless it can be called an in¬ 
jury to have prevented her from executing a post 
unjust attempt (\Vhich indeed the court of Vicrifia 
never dared to avow) to retake by force from the 
king of Prussia, that which had been ceded io*fiim in 
the most solemn manner.” This explanation's fol¬ 
lowed by complaints of the ingratitude of the court 
of Vienna and of its infatuated ministers. 

On the 12th of June Williams writes from St. 
Petc^burgf :—“ Bcstucheff is ill, but defends the 
cause of England. The great military preparations 
that arc making will end in nothiijg; even general 
Apraxin, who is appointed to command the troops 
in those quarters (Livonia), who was about a fort¬ 
night ago making great preparations for his journey 
to Higa, is just now going to his country-hoi^ near 
tliis place, to settle there for this summer.” The 
wurt of Vienna continues, however, by every method, 
to endeavour to destroy the good harmony that sub¬ 
sists between England and Russia. In another 
place he says J, “ The court begin#“ to be tired with 
that project, and no orders are yet sent,.nor will be 
sent this year, to the Cossacks in the Ukraine.” 

Notwithstandingi|all these aspuranccs, Williams 
ihrites only tlirec days later to Mitchell §, “ By tlie 

Austria, vol. czeii. f MitcIieU Papers, vol. ix.' 

I Russia, vol.4kv. Letter of 12t||||Juiie. 

§ Mitchell Papers, vol. xxi. CurresDomlenpn of Petersburg, Silfer 
den, vol. xcii. 
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ungrateful efforts of Austria and the secret intrigues 
of Douglas, the situation of things here (in compari¬ 
son o^st year) is entirely changed, and the Swedes 
were assured upon their application, that ti» foma- 
ment of Bussia was not directed against theifi.” 

A more explicit and subsequent explanation of 
these matters is given in a letter from Lord Holdcr- 
ness of the 2ist of June, to Keith*. He says:— 
“ You will find in a letter fi-om Williams that, even 
at the'" ^ime of exchanging the ratifications, the 
Euss^n ministers forced upon him a declaration, 
explaining the sense of this treaty to be such as his 
majesty can by no means admit, as it tends to fix 
the casus fnederis singly upon the event of some lios- 
tile attempt upon the part of the king of Prussia 
against his majesty or his allies, in which case (and 
in which case alone, say the llussian ministers) the 
succours stipulated by the treaty of the SOth of Sep¬ 
tember, 17.55, or the diversion mentioned in different 
parts gf the said treaty, can be required by his 
majefiy.” 

On the 25th of June, Lord Holderncss wrote t6 
Williams f, “ The Eussian ambassador, Prince Gm- 
litzin, has received orders to persist in ex!j)laining 
the treaty in this restricted sense.” 

A dispatch of the 22nd of June saysj:—The 
king sees that the danger comes nearer, and asks 
explanations Avhat England will do. Williams had 
badly negotiated ajt, Petersburg^' and the treaty 
the king withTEngland set him alone, and in gxem 
trouble. Eussfa is lost; and in this perilous situ¬ 
ation his maje||y says_ (thougj) he has no new treaty 

* Austria, vol.iwii. Russia, vol. Ixr. 

^ Dispatch oWkn June, Miteliell Papers, vol. i. 
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with England) he trusts to the good faith of the 
king of England, and to the assistance he will give 
him, to support the engagements he has with'Eng¬ 
land,*wl|Rch alone are the cause df his present dan¬ 
ger. '^t he is very desirous to know immediately, 
and without loss of time, what assistance he may 
reckon upon from England in the present juncture, 
in case he should be attac|ccd h-f all or any of ui6 
powers. The Czarina said to Count Esterhazy, that, 
if the empress-queen was attacked by Pri:%ia or 
France, she would assist with all her force. 

“ The king said*, he wondered why the empresp 
of Russia had so strong an aversion to him; that he 
had never done a thing to deserve it; that he im¬ 
pute it to the influence and arts of the court of 
Vienna.” 

■li 

About the same time the Russians pretended to 
fear Frederick’s armament in Pomerania |; and, in 
general, there was no want of malicious intriguea to 
excite prejudice against him. Thus, the Russian 
ambassador Grosz, at Dresden, related muciRh) his 


t advantage; and the representations of the English 
bassador. Lord Stormont, availed nothing against 


him. 

On the 9th of July Williams writes fromjJiSt. 
Petersburg to Lord HoldernessJ:—“ The counsels 
of this court are so fluctuatipg, and so^nable and 
corrupt are the pj^sons wl|p at present engross 

f lizabeth's ear§. . Orc^gs have been sent to 

1 the Russian ministers to live uwh good terms 
with the French. Bestucheif said, ^ur misfortune 


* Dispatch of 9t^uly, Mitihell F^jllhi, vol. i. 
t Dispatch (g^th July, Sa:f(||y, vol. Irr. 
t Mitchell Papers, vol. ix. blank in the MS. 
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is that we have, at present, a young favourite. Count 
SchuwalofF, at this court, who can talk French, and 
is fond of the French and their fashions; and ho 
wants to see a Filsnch erabaisy with a lai|^e*train 
arrive at this court. His power is so gr(^, that 
there is sometimes no resisting it.’ 

“(i^estucheff complains*, that the empress gives 
hifti only 7000 rulflcs a year, which is not enough to 
make him independent. If the king of England 
will him a pension of 2500/., he will, in future, 
serveroid be wholly devoted to him.” I’his desire 
was granted on the 8th of August. 

The entire attachment of thd’ great duchess 
Catherine to the king of Englandf, the ])robability 
of her soon mounting the throne, and the certt|inty 
of her acting perfectly right when she is on the 
throire, makes every word she says of consequence. 
She is very uneasy about the reports of this court 
entering into measures with France, and of a French 
ambas^dor's coming here. She offered to do every- 
thingipcould suggest to prevent all this. I drew 
her attention to the circumstance of the dang^ 
whicl^would hence accrue to her and her husband, 
for without French assistance, her adversafies, the 
Scl^j^aloffs, were not powerful enough to disturb 
the succession to the throne. 

“ She thanked me tijn times over for these hints: 

i AV 

le saw the ganger, and that she would 
jmimate the great ||j^ukc to dolHie utmost in this 
affair; that sne coidd do a great deal more if she 
had money, for %xat here nothing can be done with¬ 
out it; that s^^was 

Second Die^eh of 9th Julw Russia, vol. Izv, 
f Thiz^nspatch of 9t^uly, ibid. 


j^oroed keep even the em- 
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'l^resa’^hamlj^aiji^, H9bo<ijr 

to address, hers'alf^O'fjpon^ such an 909 ^ 01 ^; b^t 
that, if the king would, graciously and'^bli^rohsly^l^e 
pleasedpto lend her a of money, she \youU^i ^9 
mlfesty her note for it, anil would* 
him the moment she had it in Aer pouter 
And, at the same time, I might give*hcr 
honour to the kiiig, that Every fdtthing of. 
be applied *to what she hoped was their epmg^ 
service; and she desired I would be answcHtoJ^^j}*' 
bis majesty for hei;manner of thinking"arid*tin|gf' 
She asks 20,000 ducats.” Tliis sum was gran^^p.^ 
Ifer on the 8 th JK August*. 

*“ What is most surprising is, that it is cer^tt 
tha|^he resolution of making steps to be upon beitdr 
terms with the court of VerdHlles was taken here*- 
long before any treaty was though|of betweerf Eng¬ 
land and Prussfc, and all purely to satisfy young 
Couiit Schuwaloff, who is resolvuji to have a French 
ambassador at this court. Bestucheff knew ^tiling 
3 f this step, or only acted so far as the cmjplibs ex- 
Mcssly commanded him. 

^ " A deputy from Woronzow told mef, that^very- 
hing ^t was passed must be forgot, but thihgs 
verc not so bad but that they might easily be 
nended; that I had never addressed myself to the 
vice-chancellor in the proper planner; tW the house 
he was building in this loji'n had been oegun with 
English money; tint he ha^ 1 ^ been able to carrji. 
it OB for the last five or six ye*-s ; atd that it’muU 
be English money that must finish*lt. I answered, 
that the \{ice-chanecl|jgr had hitherti^onducted him-... 

Fourth Dispatch of 9th Juin Russia, vol. Isv. 
i Fifth Ikspatch of 9tlf|||^, ibid. 
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self*™ such i toairtie/ that Ke must gi^e^soWl proof 
of hia smcerity before I (fould trust him'enough to 
eater into treaty with lum. To this his mes- 
sender replied, that^ if I did not give monc^ oth« 

j ’ • knowledge, ' Mi.‘ 

V lad^ given a great deal to several persons 

answered, tliat I never could 
fl^wAild say any more than I had said. On the 
:,ft«owi^ day tliis^messenger returned again, and 
told ip the , vice-chancellor would be very glad fo 
'have a private conference with me. I replied, I 
ho^edthat Woronzow had something to propose, 
bwause I would not till then propefte anything to 

^ Such were the pettj considerations that prevtled 
in the treatment of the affairs of Europe at St. 
Petcr^urg, and ^o contemptible fere the persons 
and the means em^pyed in conducting them. Be- 
forefive return to tfc centre, and to the decision of 
the g|g,t questions now pending, we will consider 
the staw of affairs in the second northern kingdom, 
Sweden. ° 


CHAPTER XXVII. 

JWeofPa.tie* in Swede^xL Diet-TMii.ituaUon of Ihe KiiiK— 
^Cwnipiracy of Hwn ainyBrahe—The situation and treatment of 
the Queen—Consciences of the Constitution—The decline of 
Sweden. > 

^ the 2/th ol^Noveihber, lf53, a person, whose 
naifte-does not ap^u, gives th^ following account, 
(in French)^of the^P^tc of nartics in Sweden to the 
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English ministry *:—“ To give the court a justjdea 
of the nature of the two parties which now divide the 
Swedish nation, the following partictiars may be 
8tated'4h a few wordfs:—The greater part of the 
king’^iarty is composed of persons who arc adverse 
to the French system; the remainder, wtio are far in¬ 
ferior in numlicrs, arc all persons {'oriflcrly ^tithed 
to that system, and, perhaps, still remain so in ttl^r 
hearts. I'hese latter, under the pretext ol‘ support¬ 
ing the legal i)rcrogatives of the hing, hav^joined 
the party of that prince; but, to say the truth, only in 
the hope of avenging themselves on some senators ; 
and of more easily attaining, under the jirotcctioif of 
the royal power, offices, money, and favours. If it 
dcj^dcd on these last, the king would have more 
power ; but the French system would likewise sub¬ 
sist. Some, however, must be eftcepted wli?) have 
sincerely changed their system. However tliis be, 
those of the king’s party, wh^are so only out of 
pique and from interested motives, may pcijups find 
themselves under the necessity of folloiTOg the 
?«tream of their iiarty, having perhaps gone too far 
to retKat. 

“ T^e majority of the jiarty of the senate are all 
persons attached to the French system, who, finder 
the pretext of maintaining the .form of government 
and liberty, leave no stone unturne^ as well in 
foreign countries, as in Siseden itself, to make the 
king and his prerogatives sus^cted, by which th jy 
aim only at supporting, or even increasing, their 
party to such a degree, that the French system in 
Swedenrand their own perspns, have nothing t^ 
feai-. Some of th^s party really desire the maime- 

* Staie-papet^iMfice, vol. 
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naacc of the form of government, and only wai,t for 
a favourable opportunity to throw olf the French 
yoke. Others, in considerable numbers, who arc in 
their hearts ojiposed to the French systeil^Jbelong 
to this part^ either through real apprehension that 
the king may arrogate to liimself and acquire too 
mu9k ’’powcri or because they think it impossible 
l^’cr to obtain a change of system through the king, 
which may be more easily effected by means of the 
senat^f and of their parlizans in the nation arid 
in the diet. 

'' This disgust with the French sy|itcm, fear of the ' 
kfng, or rather of the <iuccn hope,“uncertainty, ill- 

humour, passion, difference of views and disposi¬ 
tions, embroil matters and occasion frequent chShges 
of party. At pi esenf the parties nearly balance each 
other; the reasoiis, or rather the pretexts, for the 
division, are of such a nature, that they may long 
maintain the fenrii^tation, and make it general in 
the ca^try. Fear for the excess of the king’s 
powciW opposed to the dread of the aristocracy. 

“ The king's party seems to predominate in tlidi 
provinces, and among the priests and peasa^. But 
this preponderance is not so great but wiat the 
Frefeh and their gold may triumph at the next 
diet, for which lime the French collect and reserve 
all their foi|p^s. It is true that they do not speak so 
loudly and openly agaiast the king in the provinces 
.as in Stockholm. Nevertheless, what I have above 

* In a Dispatch of4the 14th June, 17.54, vol. xci., it is stated that the 
queen was nut pcematurAy brought to lied in consequunco of a journey 
to Drottiugholm, Ini^ecause she was itwiuly excited in^consequence 
o(fAU officer’s having sent a present to one of her maids of honour. 
This princess in lliis, ^in other respeets, continues to betray hei(^ 
Prussian character—hai^Nly, restless^ violent. 

■ n2 . 
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said is quite true, unless there should be a rertlu- 
tion^r rebellion in the countryJi? 

In another account of the 30th of September, 
1755, 5 ^ find *, “ Though it cannot yet be certainly 
stated bn which side the majority will in this new 
diet, it is but too probable that the party of the se¬ 
nate will triumph, in consequence of the intrigues 
and bribery of France, as well as of the little support 
which the king and his friends meet with abroad. 
The priests and the peasants, indeed, are 4 iot in 
favour of the senate, but because, according to an 
established abq|ie, almost all important matters 
discussed and decided in the secret committees, ihe 
former cannot hinder the latter from doing wl^t 
^j^ases,; for as only the f^t three estates take 
in the committee, nothing more is ncqpssaiy 
than to secure ^e nobility and Sie citizens. Yet 
there remains a means of cont^ding with a majo¬ 
rity of these two estates; nam^% by the adherents 
of the king insisting that every change or mforpret- 


ation which - has reference to the constitutroh, shall 
•*be brought before the diet. Then, at least, two 
estateiijvould oppose the other two estates, and dan¬ 
gerous'innovations be prevented.” 

On the 20th of January, 1756, the same i^son 
relates, that the party of the senate and of France 
has triumphed in every point f. “ The%arshal, the 
secret committec^the high dignitaries, are all ap¬ 
pointed according to their wishes; the senate com¬ 


pleted by the addition of four persons on whom the 
French ambassador can depend; the dispute between 
the latter and the king decided agJlnst his majes^ ^ 
. his revenue reduced almost to qpthing; the speaker 


Sweden, vul. scii. 


f Ibid. 
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of the peasants gained; that estate quite intimi* 
dated; the majority of the clergy also gained; in 
short, all the four eftates devoted and subject to the 
senate, the court of Versailles, and the Frageh am¬ 
bassador.” 

All this il'ould certainly have led to important 
consequences in the north, had not the whole policy 
of France been entirely changed at this time, and 
assimilated with that of Russia. 

In the dispatch of the 23rd of Mai’ch, 1756, it is 
said, ^ The estates have resolved that the king must 
always assent to the majority of the senators, and 
that he must not delay or obstruct*'what has been 
resolved by this majority. Nay, the estates have fur¬ 
ther decided, that the will of the king means nothing 
more than the opinion and decision of the cstatdl^ 
or, when they are not assembled, the majority of the 
senate, and that wherever the constitution speaks of 
the assent of the kng, this expression is a mere po¬ 
lite i^im. His assent is taken for granted when the 
cstata|i|>r the majority of the senate have decided. 
There is a talk of taking from the king even those 
rights which the constitution assigns to him, under 
the pretext that these rights are no parts of«ic con- 
stitj^on, but depend entirely on the good-will of 
the estates. The king of Sweden will therefore be 
degraded to a mere external representative of ma¬ 
jesty, without being able to propose, regulate, delay, 
or order anything. The constitution, which is really 
monarchical, aristocratic, and democratic, degene- 
rates into a conflicting, unstable mixture of aris¬ 
tocracy and de^cracy. ^ 

«“ Many pers^ racak of the inconvenience of de¬ 
claring the assenl^f the king necessary in certairt 
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caseSj saying, that this would be causing a collision 

stop the progress of business. As if 
such' a collision were contrary^to the fundamental 
laws, and did not tahe place, Avlien, for instance, two 
estates we re o])posed to tAvo others, as if it wore not 
in some cases salutary, and as if a good collision 
Wfere not i)rcferable to a bad decision. 

" It seems that they entirely forgot that the consth 
tution speahs of tlic rights of the king, the estates, 
the senate,—and tliat the compact ought to be kept 
as sacred on the one part as on the other. The king 
has given an advantage over himself, which, hoAv- 
ever, can be used only through French intrigues and 
chicane, by constantly affirming, in all his disputes 
vyitli the estates and Avith the senate, that he had 
m»thing against the persons; by frequently alleging 
only a part of the argument which he might have 
derived from the fundamental laAvs of the empire; 
nay, by sometimes omitting to give any reasons at 
all. The estates, or rather, tlic adherents of j^rance 
in the senate, have taken occasion from this-to place 
the king in opposition to llie constitution, and to 
carry oi^ their plans, Avhich Avere amply supported by 
French money. The senators haA'c also mutually 
granted each other large sums of money.” « 

Such an unpropitious state of things induced* 
Counts Horn and Bralic to conspire Avi^ others, to 
bring about a change in the constitution, and an 
augmentation of the royal authorityf. " Their plans 
Averc discovered by a corporal Schedvin, Avho is 
highly extolled for it, and both Avere arrested in the 
night of the 22nd of June. The king and queen, says 

♦ Dispatcli of 8th Jun^ 1750. 
f Dispatches of 25th and 2Gth June,%nd 9th July, ibid. 
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the writer, declared that they knew nothing of all these. 
plans, and detested them. The king and his partj^ro 
therefore entirely ernshed, and the prevailing ]^ty 
and its system fully secured, and c‘V(‘rv one who does 
not belong to it exterminated, or, at least, rendered 
incapable of undertaking anything. Many personsj 
and of the principal families, will thus end tlieir lives 
upon the scaffold, for having, in tlie despair to which 
they were reduced, rashly had recourse to violent 
measures.” 

Another report of the 27t]i of June states*;— 
‘‘ Yesterday Count Brahe was executed. 1 Ic died like 
a great man, and witli mere firmness than all the 
others, in him we lose one of the first noblemen of 
the kingdom, a man of understanding, honour, .and 
courage, wiio ])r.imised much, the greatest enemy df 
the French system, and of the ])resent unha])])y 
bondage of Sweden. 

“ Wlien Horn had already laid his head upon the 
block jic rose and asked for half an hour's delay, be¬ 
cause, *.10 the iiupiiotude which ])Ossessed him, he 
could not risk liis soul. 'I'lie connn.ander of the de¬ 
tachment of guards, and the jiriests, told Jiim that 
as he was well prepared for death the nioinimt before 
the, execution, it could not be delayed. Hereupon 
he coni])o.sed himself, and received two stroke s of the 
hatchet. 

Brahe and Horn Yicrsonally are universally re¬ 
gretted ; but their crime is detested by everybody. 
The first is, indeed, accused of arrogince and 
haughtiness; but he probably would not hai e gone 
so far, liad he not been jjrovoked by all kinds of 
neglect. His final^bject was only to save the state, 

* Disi’atcl?iif 27lh July. Swctlfn, vol. xcii. 
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^the genuine constitution, and honest men. Had his 
plan succeeded he would have been regarded as the 
delll^ercr of his country; as il^ifailed, he is looked 
upon as a traitor to it. 

" It is now under consideration whether the queen* 
iri^ l acknowledge, by a declaration on oath, that she 
ISpnly tho'first subject of the king, or whether she 
shill be sent away or confined in a fortress ? The 
king himself submits to all demands, and is a mere 
cypher.” 

Thus far my much abridged communications re¬ 
specting Sweden. To many they may perhaps ap¬ 
pear already too long, and unnecessarily to interrupt 
the thread of the principal events. But docs it not 
deserve serious meditation, that unbridled love of 
T|fu: in the kings, and covetous ambition of the aris¬ 
tocracy, had so reduced a kingdom, which a hundred 
years before had a preponderating voice in the affairs 
of Europe, that it is now impelled backwai'ds and 
forwards, the sport of foreign intrigues, and at last, 
when the adversaries, Russia and France, \grcc, 
must take a resolution, contrary to its own interests, 
giving the former margrave of Brandenburg less 
occasion for apprehension than for ridicule. 


* Dispat^lies of Gth August and 14tli of Septemln'r, 17d6.> 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Loni HoltlerncsR respec<in|^ the' st:ite of Euro{ie—AnnamenU of 
Austria—Pacific sentiments uf Frctlctick—Uehaviuiir of Fcancte^ 
Increasing anxiety of Frederick—Russian iutelligence with 
—Question respecting Peace or War—Admonitions of Englan®*- 
Frederick’s claims in Vienna—Unsatisfactory Answers of Austria 
—Letter of Frederick to Klinggriif—Position and wishes of Eng* 
land—Dispatches from Prussia. 

On the 9th of July, 175G, Lord Iloldcrncss writes 
to Mitchell*, England acted on the supposition that 
the continental peace would not be interrupted this 
year. But should the king of Prussia (as he ex¬ 
pressed in his last audience) Lave reason to fear 
an attack of the two empresses (in reliance upt^ 
France), or rather in case this fear should bo veri¬ 
fied, England was ready to conclude a treaty with 
Prussia for their mutual defence. 

“ B^t it may be more advisable to avoid taking 
any step which would increase the ill-grounded jea¬ 
lousy of the Russian court, the gaining of which is 
of such mutual consequence to the kings of England 
and Prussia; and, whatever appearance there may 
be on the contrary, the king of England is far from 
despairing to bring the Czarina to a right way of 
thinking. Other engines are at work, besides those 
that ])ublicly appear on the stage. 

“ The knowledge the king of Prussia lias of the 
little secret intrigues constantly carried on at St. 
Petersburg, will be sufficient to show a ])rincc of his 
penetration that it is more from intrigues than from 

• tiitchc’.l Papers, vol. i. 

N 3 
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political principles that we hj.vc anything to fear 
fr<^i Russia. Artifices like these must be got the 
better of by schemes of the lik^ nature, in which the 
chancellor is as well versed as perhaps any of his 
adversaries. He has, moreover, superior abilities in 
feusincss, and a real ascendant over the Czarina. 
r'' “ T. herefore, the conclusion of a treaty may be 
delayed; but England will vigorously support Prussia 
in case of an attack upon his dominions. Notwith¬ 
standing tlic parade of the Austrian or Pussian 
camps, his majesty is inclined to tliink the king of 
Prussia was grounded in his former opinion—that 
nothing of a hostile nature will be attempted in 
Germany during the course of Ikis year ; but upon 
the intelligence his Prussian majesty has received, 
ifivc these declarations. 

“ From S])ain there is nothing to fear. It is 
become now the arbiter of all the Southern courts, 
an influence which she has obtained, and cbntinues 
to support, only by remaining independent from 
France. M. dc Carvajal’s administration laid the 
ground to this fortunate turn of the Spanish politics; 
and, after his death, Mr. Wall has pursued, with 
more warratli and spirit, the system of friendship 
towards Finland, and the Marquis Ensenada’s dis¬ 
grace, soon afterwards followed by that of the Con¬ 
fessor Ravago, established this doctrine at the court 
of S])ain.''’ 

On the same day (9th July *), Mr. Keith wrote 
from Vienna to Lord riolderness :—“ The military 
preparations are carrying on here with great dili¬ 
gence. The regiments of horse, now at 800, have 
got orders to complete a thousand, against the 1st 

Mitchull Papers, vol. ix .; and Austria, vol. cxcii. 
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October.” After Keitli has spohen of preparations. • 
marches, &c., he continues:—“ But this court^e- 
clare they have notiostile intentions, at least, that 
they will not he the atjgresson, but that the motions 
made by the Prussian troops, the camps which his 
Prussian majesty intends to form in their neigh¬ 
bourhood, obliges them to put thc'insclves in a pos¬ 
ture of readiness and defence; and, I must add, that 
several persons, who pretend to be well informed, and 
who certainly Avish for the continuance of peace, seem 
to think this court is sincere in those declarations. 

“ I think, however, it is to be feared that, when so 
great armies are so near one another, with a good 
deal of animosity and bad humour subsisting be¬ 
tween tlie two courts, some unlucky accident or otlici* 
may happen, Avhich may kindle a fire that will 
be easily extinguished. 

“ There is a great want of money at Vienna for 
carrying on the war; it is eA’en Avith difficulty that 
the people arc able eAxm to pay their present taxes.” 

Three days after. 14th .Itdy. Keith adds ':—“ TJic 
military pre])aralions are carried on in this country 
Avitli more diligence than cA^er. Trooj)s arrive from 
ITungarvand other places: there are daily conrer- 
cnces between tlie ministers about recruits, money, 
&c.; but they say. that certainly they Avill not be 
the fuj-jn'-tsors; but 1 imagine, at the same lime, that 
they Avould not l)e sorry if his Prussian majesty gave 
the fir.'t blt/W, in order to p>il them in the casus 
fanUris of demanding the assistajAce of Prance and 
llussia. 

“ They are discussing ])lans of finance i'. The 
States of tlu‘ difl'erent jn-ovinces are to lend certain 

« .’ilitchull vul. ix. f Disj)atcli of July, ibid. 
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sums at an interest of five per ^cnt., payable out of 
the ipcomc of the provinces.” 

At t^ same time, Mitchell writes to Lord Stor¬ 
mont :—" You will not be surprised that I can write 
nothing certain of our intentions here. They are 
kept absolutely in the king’s breast; only 1 know 
he is prepared for whatever may happen, though he 
most sincerely wishes for peace*.” 

Anxious respecting the increasing dangers. Lord 
Holdcrncss writes to Mitchell, 13th July:—“ Every 
step of the king of Prussia relative to the army is 
interpreted at Vienna as taken with a hostile intent, 
and to be a consequence of the treaty with Englandf ■ 
Unjust as these surmises are, they may possibly 
have an effect upon some powers who have not yet 
tiften their party in the present new and critical 
situation of affairs. His majesty gives, therefore, 
his most serious advice to the king of Prussia, to be 
particularly cautious of taking any hostile resolu¬ 
tion, and though the king cannot but approve every 
measure of precaution, it maybe of use to take them 
without parade or ostentation. The king of Prussia 
need not be told, that every appearance of a warlike 
nature will be represented by the court of Vienna in 
the most odious light in every court of Europe, and 
will serve them as a handle to draw the Catholic 
princes into their views. In St. Petersburg it was 
calumniously affirmed that king Frederick had a 
plan to attack Russia: he may, therefore, show his 
inclination to form an alliance with England and 
Russia.” 

, At the same time the French court most erro- 


* Mitchell papers, vol. i. Letter of 10th July, 
t Mitchell papers, vol. ix. 
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neously maintaincdifthat * it was the principal plan 
of England, that the king of Prussia should a^ttack 
Austria. Yalory, the ambassador at Berlin, was, 
therefore, commanded to declare that, in this case, 
France would aid the empress-queen conformably to 
the treaty. On this, the Prussian minister Podcwils 
asked Yalory, whether the French court was certain 
respecting the intentions of the court of A^ienna 
against the Prussians, and whether the king of 
France would guarantee to them the preservation 
of peace ? Yalory writes to the French minister;— 
“ You sec, sir, that my answ'cr could be only dubious 
and unmeaning.” Yalory also confesses, in another 
placef, that the French court had never given any 
answer to that important question, 'i'he more de¬ 
cided, however, was Yalory in declaring the Freil^ 
demands; on which account Frederick said to Mit¬ 
chell, “ I do not choose that these gentlemen should 
speak to me as to the Dutch, and tell me what treaty 
I shall fulfil or not.” 

Thus then we have come to an epoch, Avhich de¬ 
cided for many years the fate of Prussia,—nay, of 
Europe; yet even to the present day there is a wide 
difference of opinion respecting the justice or in¬ 
justice, the Avisdom or the folly, of the cpnduct of the 
several powers, especially of Frederick II. If avc 
consider the sources that have hitherto been acces¬ 
sible,—especially Herzberg’s rich coHection of docu¬ 
ments,—the impartial observer may come to the fol- 
loAving conclusions:— 

1. Frederick has not proved, and could not prove, 
that a formal offensive alliance against him had been 

* Valory. Memoireg, vol. ii. p. 101. t Mem. p. 310. 

I Mitchell, vol. i., letter of 30th July. 
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concluded between Austria, l^ssia, and Saxony. 
He was wrong in laying particular stress upon it at 
the beginning, because those powers might deny it, 
and draw attention from their unquestionably hostile 
intentions. 

2. Austria cherished the natural wish to rccon- 
^quer Silesia, and to provoke Frederick to attack, 

because then it would have the inestimable advan¬ 
tage of being able to make use of the aid of Russia 
and France to attain its ends. 

3. This danger was by no means concealed from 
the king. If, therefore, he drew on himself the ap¬ 
pearance of being the aggressor, he either acted in 
a very inconsiderate and injudicious manner, or he 
was in a state of necessary self-defence, and im¬ 
pressed with the conviction that he could not escape 
entire ruin, except by anticipating the plans of his 
enemies. 

Without repeating what is already known in con¬ 
firmation of these assertions, a chronological review 
of English dispatclies, and of Frederick’s own state¬ 
ments, will contribute to jdace the last questions in 
particular, in a clearer light. 

On the 23rd of July, Mitchell writes * :—“ The 
king of Prussia thinks that Russia is absolutely lost 
for us. The intentions of the court of Vienna have 
manifested themselves beyond all thought by the 
great preparations made in Bohemia and in Mo¬ 
ravia, and by the unguarded declarations that some 
of their ministers and generals have made. The 
king said he wshed lor peace, and it was his interest 
to do so.’’ 

In a more detailed dispatch of Mitchell about the 

Mitcliell Piipiirs. vol. i. 



1756.] 


DISPATCH OF MITCHELL. 


279 


same time, lie saya^ :—" The march of the imperial 
troops into Bohemia alarmed the king of Prussia’s 
officers and ministers in Silesia., and it is ]prolpblo that 
the accounts the)' sent to the king were aggravated 
and exafffferated. Tlic kiim' concluded there was 
no salvation but in preventivesaneasures, hoping, if 
he succeeded, this formidable conspiracy might dis-^ 
sipatc in smoke, if the party principally concerned 
would be so far reduced as not to be in a condition 
to support tile war next year; that then the whole 
burthen must fall upon their allies and associates, 
which he did not think they were inclined lolx'ar. 

“ In this temper I found the king; at the same 
time he declared to me (as he had often done before) 
that he wished for nothing so much as peace,—that 
ho wanted to kcej) what he had, but had no view of 
making new acquisitions. 

‘J I remember on this occasion, amongst other 
pieces of intelligence which his Prussian majesty 
showed me, there ivere some very strong, and as 1 
thought exaggerated, accounts from Silesia of an 
intended encampment ujion a tongue of land in 
Bohemia, which was nearly surrounded by Silesian 
territories. Upon which information, combined with 
others, the king concluded that the court of Vienna 
certainly intended to attack him. 1 took the liberty 
to represent that, from such encampments, the in¬ 
tention of the Austrians could not certainly be con¬ 
cluded while they remained upon their own territory; 
that perhaps their design might be to pi'ovokc his 
majesty to strike the first blow, and thereby to en¬ 
title themselves to call for the succour from llus.sia 

* Witlioiil il.ilo. Ililil. vol. Ixvii. 1 ), J!). The ilisp.ilcli wuspiobalily 
written soinetliiiig later, but iiboiit Ihi.s lime. 
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littd. 'France in chic Maria Thcrqp was attacked in 
her posee&ions. He answered me abruptly and 
nith soi^e^motion, aitd looking me full in the face, 
' New, «iy, Vhat do you see in my face ? do you 
tlifnk that my nose is made to receive fillips ? By 
Heaven, I would nojj, put up with them!’ 

" i replied, that nobody, I believed, would be 
rash enough to affront him; that if they did, his 
character was too well known in Europe to leave 
apy doubt in what manner it would be resented; 
and that, of all the great qualities he possessed, 
I never heard patience and forbearance reckoned 
among the number. He took this freedom well, 
and laughed: he persisted, however, in his view of 
the case, though I repeated my arguments to the 
contrary. 

'' At length I proposed that, before taking any 
further measures, he might demand a declarat^pn 
whether Austria meant to attack him. He did ifot 
seem to relish this proposal, and began to speak 
with great warmth of the insolence and liaughtincss 
of the court of Vienna; that making such a demand 
would only be making things worse, and exposing 
himself to receive an arrogant and insulting answer. 
I urged that the more haughty the answer was, so 
much the better; not that I thought he should bear 
it, but only that he should convince Europe of his 
own pacific intentions, and the hostile views of 
Austria. He heard all with patience, but replied 
with warmth, ‘ No; that will not do. It may make 
things worse. You do not know those people; that 
woqid render them more proud, and I will not yield 
tp them.’ 

“ So he spoke in the forenoon; in the evening. 
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after the burlctta, ^ king declared lie had 
of the matter, and would follow my advice*, But,’ 
said lie, ‘ I tell you beforchaad, that I th^cct to 
good from all this, and that I shall not yidd to those 
people.’ 

Hereupon the king caused a^friendly»and polite 
request to be made at Vienna for a declaration and 
information respecting the military preparations; 
and Maria Tlicrcsa gave designedly an obscure and 
unsatisfactory answer. Count Fleming, the Saxoo 
ambassador, in a dispatch to Count Bruhl, of the 
28th of July, says*, “ Count Kaunitz said to me, 
‘ The king of Prussia has a double object, which we 
here wish to prevent. In the first place, to obtain 
discussions and explanations which might lead to 
the intcrrujition of measures, the active prosecution 
of which we thought to be necessary; secondly, to 
carry the matter further, to lead to new proposals 
and positive engagements. 1 therefore was of 
opinion the answer must be of such a nature that it 
should wholly evade the king’s question, should give 
no room for further explanation, bo at once firm and 
polite, but at the same time not be susceptible of 
any intei-pretation favourable or unfavourable. Ho 
had therefore thought it would be the best if the 
empress contented herself with merely saying, that 
in the great crisis in which Europe now was, her 
duty and the honour of her crown required that she 
should adopt adequate measures for her own se¬ 
curity, as well as for the security of her friends and 
allies.’ Soon afterwards Count Fleming added:— 
‘It was wished that the king should impoverish him¬ 
self by continued armaments, and be consumed by a 
* Receuil de Ilonberg, vol. i. ]>. CO. 
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slow fire; or that, in order to piwcnt this, he should 
take a ra^ rc%olution; and, it appears to me, that 
is precise^ what thc}'*'cx])cct.’" 

After ^his explanatory digression we will return 
to the British accounts. On the 27th July, Mitchell 
writes,—'■ The Prussian ambassador Klinggriif re- 
|:cived at Vienna the following answer from the hands 
of Maria Theresa*: That affairs being now at a 
crisis, she liad thought fit to take measures for her 
own safety and that of her allies, and which would 
not tend to the prejudice of anybody.” Three days 
later, Mitchell adds |.—“ Tlie king will lay open to 
her imperial majesty the intelligence ho has of a 
treaty entered into between her majesty and the 
conrl of Ilussia to attack him at. the same time; and 
the discovery he has made tliat the execution of this 
scheme is only delayed till the next year, because 
the Russians wore not ready; that notwithstanding 
this, if her iin])crial majesty will give him assurances 
that she will not attack him, neither this nor next 
year, he will be satisfied, and nill give reciprocal 
assurances to her im]ierial majest)' on his part.” 

In a dispatch of Keith from Vienna of the 28th 
of July, he says if,—“ Klinggriif received instructions 
to desire, in the most civil and obliging form, an 
exjilanation on the preparations for war. Kaunitz 
laid the blame upon the Prussians. KlinggrUf 
replied, he was in a condition to show that the in¬ 
formation they had received of that kind was ill- 
founded ; and he was going to enter into particulars, 
hut Kaunitz prevented him by breaking off the con- 
^rsation abruptly.” 

* Mitchell Piipers, vul. Ixvii. f Ibid. Dispatch of 30th July, 
t Austiii^vol. cxcii. 
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On the 4th of August Keith writes froni.Vienna*:- 
—The preparations for war licrc increase. At the 
beginning of September tlicre will be iiffeohcmia 
and Moravia (besides the liussars and IL cn* J2,000 
M'arasdines) 00,000 regular troops. 

“ M/lteiihing Frederick,” continues Mitchell in his 
above-mentioned narrative j, “ received the first an¬ 
swer from Vienna, he was not satisJied, and asked' 
my opinion. 1 said I wished it had been more ex¬ 
plicit, but I was glad to find llierc was nothing 
offensive In it. He then ])ut in my hand an exiract 
of a letter dated, but the jfiace from wlience it came 
not mentioned, and desired me to read it carefully. 
Tliis extract gives an account of a conversation lliat 
an intimate friend of Count Kaunitz Jiad witli him 
concerning the answer the empress was to give to 
the kiiii; of JViissia’s demands. As I read I could 
not help smiling, Viliich t!:e king perceiving, asked 
me why I smiled f i endeavoured to .shil't giving an 
answer; bu* he insisting, I was obliged to own that 
I smiled because I thought the intelligence too 
good and too minute. That I was ac<juainted with 
Count Kaunitz, and believed him too wise to trust 
any friend whatever witli such a secret. After taking 
Count Kaunitz’ character, which 1 gave him fairly, 
his majesty was pleased to say, ‘ I own your observ¬ 
ation is just; but this intelligence comes from a 
good hand, and may be depended upon.’” 

Mitchell learnt afterwards that the intelligence 
came from Count Fleming, and it is doubtless that 
of whicli M'e have just given an e.vtract. It is not to 
be supposed that Fleming wrote that account thatit' 
might fall into the king’s liands and irritate him; at 

* Austria, vul. excii. t MKchcll Papers, vol. Jxjii. p. 
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Jcast the inclusion that it was intended invidiously 
tS provoke him, would have done away with the 
premiseSl* Frederick doubtless knew the whole of 
the contents. 

On the 2nd of August* Frederick wrote to his 
ambassador Klinggraf, that this answer is not clear 
and sufficient; that he had proofs that Russia and 
Austria intended to attack him, and had only delayed 
it because the Russians were not ready. He con¬ 
tinues,—" I think I have a right to demand from the 
empress a formal and categorical declaration, con¬ 
sisting of an assurance, cither verbal or in writing, 
that she has no intention of attacking me this year 
or the next. Whether this declaration be made in 
writing, or verbally, in presence of the ambassadors 
of France and England, that is the same to mo, and 
depends on the pleasure of the empress. I must 
know whether we are at peace or war. I make the 
empress herself the arbiter. If her intcntions'aro 
pure, this is the moment to luanifest them. But if 
an answer is given me in the style of an oracle, un¬ 
certain and inconclusive, the empress will have her¬ 
self to blame for all the consequences of the manner 
in which she will tacitly confirm the dangerous pro¬ 
jects which she has formed with Russia against me, 
and I call to Heaven to witness that I am innocent of 
the misfortunes that will ensue.” ^ 

Such was the state of things when Lord Holder® 
ness wotc to Mitchell on the 6th of Augustf:—“ If 
the king of Prussia shows himself active for Eng¬ 
land against France, he may make himself as po- 
ijilfilar in this country as ever the house of Austria 
was. But this is the touchstone. France is our 


* Mitchell Paiiers, vul. i." 


f Ibid, vol, xxiz. 
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point: he must show a resolution to^assist us 
against our natural enemy—the rest wil 4 -Comc of 
course.” 

This manner of considering the matter was, to say 
the least, very partial; that Frederick should under¬ 
take war against France merely for the sake of 
England, should act merely for England, was mak¬ 
ing him and his kingdom subordinate to foreign ob¬ 
jects, in a manner which may be asked, but cannot be 
granted. To this it must be added, that any attack 
upon France necessarily included a war with Austria, 
and that the king of course had Silesia more at heart 
than Hanover. 

Two other letters of Iloldcrness are more to the 
purpose *, in wliich he says:—“ The enemies of 
England will not bring the Czarina to join headlong 
in the projects of Vienna and Versailles, unless the 
king of Prussia should by any attack on the em¬ 
press-queen strengthen Bestucheff and our enemies, 
and oblige them to take part under the specious i)rc- 
text of engagements they are under to the liouse of 
Austria. I have endeavoured to set forth to 3 'ou the 
dangerous consequences of any hostile attempt on 
the part of the king of Prussia, unless absolutely 
forced thereto by the conduct of the court of Vienna. 
The king hopes therefore his Prussian majesty will 
]^ccipitatc nothing, as a sudden resolution might 
produce the most dangerous consequences, which 
may be avoided, or at least diminished, by a little 
patience. 

“ There is weight and solidity in Frederick's in**, 
tentions of being beforehand with his enemies, when 
once he is persuaded it is their intention to com- 

• The 6th of August, to J|itchell. Mitchell Papers, fol. ix. 
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mence hostilities ; but, at the same time, his Prus¬ 
sian majesty cannot but see, that by being ihc ag¬ 
gressor, ho forces the empress of Russia to tahe a 
part with tlie house of Austria, which might per- 
haps- by temporizing be avoided.” 

On the ilth of August Holderness repeats*:— 
“ Whatever intelligence of a joint attack of Russia 
and Austria is come to the king of Prussia, the king 
of England cannot be convinced that those advices 
are well founded. RestuchclF certainly knows no¬ 
thing of them; and tliough his credit is sunk with 
the empress, such a step would not be resolved upon 
without his knowledge. The king of Prussia will 
consider whether the advantage lie proposes to him¬ 
self by preventing his enemies are adequate to the 
certain loss of Russia.” 

Mr. Williams, in his dispatches from Russia of the 
I4th of August, saysf,—“ Appearances arc good, 
but nobody can answer for the result. Delays and 
indolence arc the characterisfics of this courtj;. Bes- 
tucheff’s interest is certainly prevalent at present. 
If he acts up to his professions all will be well; if 
not, he will keep us in suspense, which is his favourite 
way of acting.” And yet Williams writes, only a 
week later, on the 21th of August,—“ The Russians 
will neither take money on the ground of the tre^ 
concluded witli England, nor do anything. 
say they will soon make new proposals, and have 
appointed an ambassador to Paris §.” 

Thus Russia was already quite separated from 
England, and had gone over to its enemies, before 

* The 6ih of August, to Mitchell. Mitchell Pai)ers, Tol. ix. 
f Prussia, vol. Izv. A Dispatch of I7th August. Ibid. 

§ Ibid. Dis^h of 28th August. 
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Frederick II. had undertaken any hostile measure 
against Austria. In case a continental war should 
anywhere break out, there could, in truth, rtMiiain no 
doubt of the conduct of Elizabeth, and the i)art she 
would take. We shall bring below further proofs of 
this. 


CITAP'JEll XXIX. 

Letter uf Fri'clei!c]c II. to Jlccliell resiioeiiii); the necessity of Pre¬ 
ventive Meusiiies—llohleniess resiiectinp; Ilu> hostile Intentions of 
the ('ourt of Vienna—Ilesulution of Fredeiick to commence the 
War—March of tho Prussians. 

It is above all things necessary to know wliat 
Frederick II. thought of the situation and pros¬ 
pect of affairs. An autograph lettjjr of his own to 
Mitchell*, of the 0th of August. 15.5(5, gives the 
most interesting infor|nation on this subject. “ From 
the accounts which we receive, it appears thatFrance 
means to attempt this year an invasion of the throe 
kingdoms. It is to be hoped (hat the good measures 
•which the king of England has taken will defeat this 
expedition. It is known that the s(}uadron of Bailly 
do Cdnflans consists of thirteen ships of tho line, 
,^ich is to be joined by twelve from the Brest fleet, 
’fiaking in all twenty-five ships of the line. As we 
know that the English Channel fleet is much supe¬ 
rior to that of the French, that the best admirals 
command it, that they are aware of the designs of 
their enemies, and that they may ruin them, we be-, 
lieve that we may be easy on this head. 

• Mitchell i., letter Ixv. 
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«lt<yevcr, llie 

the itifomation whifh4ias%^n*i|ivyh'‘;&cf£^0^i^^ 
corrhsppndencc,, which 'the Marditd 3e !B^leisje*1i^ 
in England, and which, if it is such as'the Erene^ 
gi\’e out, might dreadfully embarrass the K^iiig of 
England. By land, affairs arc in a no less critical 
state. Prussia has communicated to the court of 
London the terms upon which it stands with the 
empress-queen. According to the best information 
from Vienna, a rupture seems inevitable. Much 
will depend on the answer of the court of Vienna, 
which will decide on peace or war, and which will bo 
faithfully communicatc(^to his Britannic majesty, as 
well as everything that may further occur. 

“ It may be foreseen that the troubles in G|}rmany, 
and perhaps the failure of the French expedition 
against England, will oblige France next year to 
. transfer the wal to the Continent, which must excite 
the serious attention of the courts of London and 
Berlin, that they may not taken unprepared on 
that side. 

“ It will, doubtless, be remembered that it was pro¬ 
posed to make an alliance with the republic of Hol¬ 
land, and to encourage it at the same time to place 
itself in a more respectable situation than it# in at 
present. Since, then, these two courts arc equaUv 
interested in this subject, the must cifcctual mclipi 
of succeeding •would, doubtless, be to inform the 
mii^tcrs of the two crowns of their design to con¬ 
tract a defensive alliance with the republic, to in¬ 
duce it to make an addition of 30,000 troops to its 
army, and with respect to England, to require the 
assistance of a numbqi^ men-of-war. That these 
ministers should not^lH^restricted with respect to 
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tj)dr.&};^niSr ui^yy may fOink fit to cmj^loy for 
thiswrppse. but that i.^,v6uld.be for them to concert 
iTith^cll-disposed Dutchmen, to arrange their plan 
according' to thSir opinion, and to carry it into cxc- 
Qutioifdn concert.* It is to be presumed that persons 
who see with their own eyes, who know tlic mode of 
thinking of the nation in which they live, and make 
use of tlie advice of well-disposed persons as a com¬ 
pass to steer by, mil infallibly succeed in their 
designs. 

“ We have learnt by an emissary, who has returned, 
from Lombardy, that the Austrians and the French 
arc extremely attentive to the movements of the king 
of Sardinia; whence it may ISe believed that, if that 
prince would merely spread a report of some aug- 
mentatibn of his army (even though he did not 
make any), this would keep the Austrian troops in 
Lombardy, and the h^rcnch troops in Dauphine and 
Provence, in check, and would produce this advan¬ 
tage, that there would be less reason to fear for 
Germany. 

“It appears, from all accounts which come from 
St. Pctei’sbiirg, that the great chancellor will perhaps 
have sufficient courage to hinder the conclusion of a 
treaty between her majesty and France; but it seems 
certain that they will interfere in the war which the 
(u||||n of Hungary intends to make upon Prussia. 
InThis case, England can expect no assistance what¬ 
ever from Russia. It will even learn that Ru^ia 
makes w-ar upon the allies of England; whence it 
may be inferred that, if the subsidies intended for 
that court were distributed at Brunswick, Casscl, 
Gotlia,* and Darmstadt, England would, in the pre- 
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sent crisis, derive a more real advantage for the de¬ 
fence of Hanover. 

“ A calculation has been made, by which it appears 
evident (the augmentation and alliance with Hol¬ 
land being concluded) that tlie king of England will 
be able to dispose of an army of nearly 80,000 men 
in the empire. These efforts, it is true, will be at 
the expense of the English government; but would 
the French do less ? It is certain that they dread a 
war by land, on the one hand, on account of the 
^immense expense of their fleet, and this army, the 
maintenance of which would be very costly; on the 
other hand, for reasons which influence the court and 
tlic interest of certain private persons, who fear that, 
if a war were ’to take jflace on the Continent, the 
king of France would again put himself at ttic head 
of his armies. 

“ But notwithstanding the reasons just alleged, it 
is not doubtful that if France should suffer a great 
check by sea, it will resume its designs upon the 
electorate of Hanover, to which it is excited by the 
court of Vienna! which, desiring troubles in Ger¬ 
many, will sj)arc nothing to engage France as far as 
it can. It may be remembered on this occasion, that, 
in the last memorial, mention was made of Ae Otto¬ 
man Porte; that, as it appears that the dmicacy of 
his Britannic majesty would be hurt by the insku- 
ation which Mr. Porter might make at Const^i- 
nople against the court of St. Petersburg, it seems 
that another way might be taken, which would lead 
to the same end. This would be to represent to tlie 
grand vizier all the danger which threatens the 
Ottifman empire from the strict alliance between 



1756 .] 


FREDERICK II. TO MITCHELL. 


291 


the court of Vienna and that of France, and, in case 
war breaks out in Germany, it ini«;lit he added, that 
this would be. the moment for (he 'riirks to ])rofit by 
this event, to secure themselves from the fatal con¬ 
sequences which that alliance might have for them. 
It were lo be wished that after all the attention and 
all the friendly ])rocecdings of the court of I,ondon 
towards that of St. Petersburg, it might make some 
progress there, but it seems that it will be lost 
labour. 

“ One reflection may be added, submitting tho 
whole to the superior judgment of his IJritannic 
majesty: seeing that tlie new triumvirate formed in 
Europe, far from preserving any consideration for 
its own allies, proceeds direct to the execution of its 
dangerous projects, it is but just that England and 
Prussia, instead of suffering themselves to be. amused 
by them, should labour with equal diligence to o])- 
posc them. The old systems no longer exist. It 
would be running after a shadow to attempt to re¬ 
store them. The engagements which now unite 
these powers, who dictate the fate Sf kings, are too 
strong; those powers which desire to ojiposc their 
tyranny, and the presumptuous plans which they 
meditate, have no means left but to form a new sys¬ 
tem on their part, that a new balance of power may 
bglbBtablished in Europe, and that force may repress 
violence, and defeat designs which are dangerous to 
all those who love their country, their liberty, ^^nd 
the good of all Europe.” 

In the meantime, Frederick’s renewed demands 
had arrived at Vienna. The Austrians, howcv,pr^in 
order to gain time^ demanded that these should be 

o 2 
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communicate^ in writing to which Klinggnif did 
not think liimsclf authorized, but asked for instruc¬ 
tions from Berlin. 

On the 14th August, Frederick writes to Mitchellf: 
—“ You see I have notliing for it but to prevent my 
enemies, who would make use of tlic time between 
this and the next spring to augment the conspiracy 
formed against me, and to reduce me to an utter 
impossibility of resisting this attempt.” ■ 

On the IZth^hc writes |:—“ You will see by the 
subjoined note all the wicked projects of my enc* 
mies, and the indispensable necessity under which I 
am of preventing them: to loose this Gordian knot, 
there is no mea^s but to cut it with the sword.” 

On the 18th of August Mr. Keith writes from 
Vienna § :—“ Even the garrison of tliis capital has 
marched, and the whole army is in motion.” 

On the following day Frederick writes to Mitchell||: 
—“ To answer you, sir, on the different points on 
Avhich you have spoken to me to-day, I must tell 
you,— 

“ 1 st. That afffiirs are so advanced with the queen 
of Hungary that her answer must be waited for, and 
if it docs not prove to be entirely clear and satisfac¬ 
tory, I cannot, without sacrificing the safety of my 
states, and even my honour, leave her time to exe¬ 
cute all her black designs; and that, knowing v^ 
well that this step may bring upon me a war with 
Russia, I have prepared for it the more, as I hive long 
expected that I should one day bo obliged to come to 

* Dispatch froifi Vienna, 11th August. Austria, vul.cxcii. 

* #. + Mitchell Papers, vol. xl. J Ibid. 

§ Austria, vojj cxcii. || Mitchell Papers, vol. ii. 
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this. I call Heaven to witness, that I know of no 
other means to extricate myself from so difficult a 
situation than by prcvcntiiig it. 

" 2d. With respect to the succour which the king 
of England requires from me, I must tell you, that 
if 1 had troops enough to make head alone against 
all Europe, 1 should have sent an army to the coun¬ 
try of Cleves, to defend it against the invasion of my 
enemies; but that, having need of all my forces to 
maintain my ground against the two empresses, I 
am obbgcd to expose my provinces on the ilhine to 
the chance of events; that, however, I will do my 
utmost to prove to the king of England that 1 am 
his friend. For this purpose, in ease the French 
should march trooi»s towards the lllnne, lie may dis¬ 
pose of a corps of 11,000 men which I have in Po¬ 
merania, and which, in eighteen or twenty days,, 
may be in Hanover, passing by Tangermunde and 
the country of Zell; whereas the French will have 
more than forty days’ march from Normandy to the 
Wcscr. That these lroo])s may, in case of need, bo 
employed for the defence of Hanorer till the end of 
Februaiy, it being well understood that the king of 
England will supply them with bread, meat, and 
foragc,;> during the time that they wiU have to stay 
(in ease of the march of the French) in his domi¬ 
nions. But that, after the month of February, I 
should be obliged to make them inarch for Prussia, 
that they may be there by the middle of May, un¬ 
less (contrary to all expectation) Bussia declares 
itself neuter. I sacrifice my own interest at this 
moment for the king of England; but it is impos¬ 
sible for me to go any further. If that "Jirince 
chooses to make a peace advantageous to him, I 
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shall M chained at it, provided he does not exclude 
-his allies. My enemies force me to make war; I 
shall l)lcss4he day which shall put an end to it.” 

In the same sjhrit Frederick said to Mitchell*;— 
“ He that gave the first blow was not to be con¬ 
sidered as the aggressor, but he that made that blow 
necessary and unavoidable.” 

On the same day that the king said tliis to 
Mitchell (20th August), Lord Holderness f wrote 
to him :—“ PrIfSsia should not attack, because such a 
jj^tep would make Eliziibcth immcdiatelv decide in 
favour of Maria Theresa.” “ I’lie king of England,” 
continues Holderness, “ still eiiterlaius the opinion 
that this attempt must not be ventured tipon till all 
other means of securing the king of Prussia hav'c 
failed, and that no other resource remains.” 

Lord Holderness expresses himself more plainly 
and more at length in a letter to Sir C. Williams of 
the same date|.. He acknoAvledges, in the first 
place, that for certain occasions and circumstances it 
cannot be expected that the king of Prussia, who is 
the best pre])ar(f9, should wait till ho is attacked. 
He says, “ His majesty the king of England has 
reason to know that the Austrian ministers are at 
this very time using their utmost endeavour* to per¬ 
suade the court of France to take this opportunity 
of making an attempt on the king’s dominions in 
Germany. It is further proved by the diplomatie 
correspondence, as well as other sources, that even 
then (that is, in the last summer) the court of Vienna 
had nothing sq much at heart as an opportunity of 
attacking the king of Prussia. All their views tended 

* Mitchatt^apeis, vol. ii., letter of 20th August, 
f Ibid., Tol. & I Ibid., letter of 20th August. 
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to that, their favourite point, and it was because his 
majesty declined to enter into their schemes, that he 
was denied that support and assistance wliich he 
Jiad, from so many reasons, a rif^ht to expect*; and 
finding that his majesty declined entering into 
measures so unjust and so dangerous, tlieir next 
application was to the court of h'rance, who, less 
scrupulous as to the means of attaining their ends, 
liave entered into, or at least connived at, the gross 
breach of faith which they liave so teng been medi¬ 
tating. 

“ In circumstances like these, and with so muc^ 
certainty of the nature of the ])olilics of the court of 
Vicuna, 1% it wonderful to iind the king of Prussia 
willing to prc. enl the ini])ending''danger i" or can 
any resolution he might take in such circuinstauce.s, 
and under such provocations, be justly considered as 
a commeiiceineiit of hostilities? \\’o hare, jiowevei’, 
dissuaded him from attacking, 

“ But should the court of Vienna pci sist in refus¬ 
ing such explanations as might cpiiet his Prussian 
majesty's alarms, and siiould tliat ^prince be forced in 
coirsequencc to take those measures whicli ]ii,s own 
safety seems to call for, the king cannot look iijmn 
such a step as gir ing 1 he house of Austria a right to 
reclaim the assistance of Jier allies. 

‘‘ His majesty will still continue to inculcate to 
his Prussian majesty the necessity of moderation. 
But the king cannot, in justice to himself and his 
ally, push that advice so far as to expose him to the 
danger of an attack, which he has drawn upon him¬ 
self, by entering into measures with the king.” 

* Valory confessev the name, vul. ii. j). 1 it). 
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In anDthc^ place * Lord lloldcrness writes to Mr. 
Williams i—“ The king of Prussia, though ready to 
repulse or j^event the attack which seems to be me¬ 
ditating against him, has, in 'pursuance of his ma¬ 
jesty’s advice, thought proper to ask an explanation 
from the empress queen, which has been demanded 
in the most decent and moderate manner, but has 
hitherto produced nothing but a dry unsatisfactory 
answer. 

“ The king Prussia has, therefore, addressed 
jiew questions to the court of Vi#nna, and declared 
to us that he will readily maintain peace if it can be 
done with any hopes of safety to himself. ,^But if, on 
the contrary, it should appear from the hoililc prepa¬ 
rations of his enemies, that they arc resolved to act 
openly as such, and that they should refuse a satis¬ 
factory explanation of their intentions in amassing 
so great a force, it cannot be expected that that 
prince should wait for an open overt act to convince 
him of their bad intention; but that, on the con¬ 
trary, he will make use of being better prepared 
than his adversaries, and endeavour to remove the 
scat of war from his own territories: and if he should 
be forced to take a resolution of that kind, his ma¬ 
jesty does not sec how he can justly be called the 
aggressor.” 

In another letter from Lord Holderncss to Mr. 
Titley, ambassador in Holland, he says :—“ The 
proposals which the English court made to that of 
Austria in the spring of 1755, respecting a defensive 
alliance, were rejectedf. 'When Mr. Keith prcsgpd to 

* Letter of the 20th August. Russia, vol. Ixv. 

f Letter of the ^ January, 1757. Mitchell Papers, vol. ii. 
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know what count Kaunitz thought as textile iticans of 
forming a defensive system, since what the king liad 
proposed was rejected, Kaunitz answered with great 
warmth and emotion,—' Good God, hy attacking the 
king of Prussia!’ Tims ended the negotiations with 
the court of Vienna.” 

On the 24th of August Frederick writes to 
Mitchell *:—“ In ease the answer which 1 expect 
every hour from Vicniia should he of such a nature 
that I can be; satisfied and not be ^liged to have 
recourse to extrci^ities, we will deliberate on Iht^ 
sending a Prussian ambassador to Petersburg.’’ 

On the same day Mitchell writes :—“ The courier 
from \'ic^a is not yet arrived the impatience 
with which he is expected is not to be described. 
The soldiers, flushed with the memory of former- 
success, set out with a thorough persuasion of vic¬ 
tory. And, indeed, it is surprising to sec with what 
alacrity and cheerfulness they have returned from 
their harvest-work upon the first notion that was 
given them.” 

Meantime j; the court of Vienna gave, on the 21st 
of August, an answer, in which the existence of an 
offensive alliance against Prussia is denied; but not 
a word is said of Frederick's principal question, whe¬ 
ther Maria Theresa thinks to attack him in this 
or the following year. 

On the 27th of August the king said to Mr. 
Mitchell, “ He was so much disposed to peace, that 
any declaration would have satisfied him jirovided 

he had found in it an assurance for his security. 

« 

* Mitcliell Pai'L’rs, vol. xl. f tla<l.,vol. ii. 

+ Ibid. Aud a dispatch from \’ien:ia of lllst August, vol. cxcii. 

* o3 
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That he had read this, the last answer, over several 
times, hut could find nothing of that sort in it*. 
Though completely jirepared for war, he is willing 
to bo quiet, if he can but be secure. And, indeed, 
this is perfectly agreeable to the whole conversation, 
that even with success he cannot, be a gainer by 
war; that therefore both interest and inclination 
would lead him to wi.sh for peace, even after ho had 
taken tlic field” 

On the 2Stn of August Mitchell mitesf“ As 
^ the answer of Vienna denied solely the treaty be- 
^ tween Austria and Russia, and gave no security, the 
king set in motion his army, with tlie intention, 
however, to withdraw his troops, if tlio linpress will 
give the assurance required. 

“ This morning, behveen four and five o’clock, 
I took leave of the king of Prussia. He went im¬ 
mediately upon the parade, mounted on horseback, 
and after a very short exercise of his troops, put 
himself at their head, and marched directly for Bd- 
litz. The men arc cheerful and in high sjiirits.” 

* Mitchell Papers, vnl. ii. Dispatch of 30lh August, 
t Miichvll P.ipLM'is. vu). i. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

Reasons of the AVar—Sitiintioii and C(iin])lamts of Saxon)'—Frede¬ 
rick 11. (o Aiifrusius King of Poland—Dispatches from Russia— 
Negotiations with Bestnehefl'— Btihery — Apraxiii—('Htheriiie — 
P.ass.oiiiitu Sentiments of Klizabetli—Sweden ag.iinst Prussia— 
Hedderness against tlie court of Vienna—Battle of Ijowo.sitr.— 
Iwan III.—The I’oles.—Madame de Pompadour—Her comity to 
Frederick —Russia's earlier Plans against Prussia—Peter 111. and 
(.'alheriiie to Williams—Parlies in Ru..sia. '* 

Tifj': more 1 compare the old accounl.s with tliosc 
whicli liave heon lately broutfht to light, the more 
tirmlv am J yiersuaded that the maritime war be¬ 
tween England and France contiiming. a continental 
war could not Ik* avoided. France de.sired it, in 
order to inalce England feel il.s superiority hero; 
Austria to comiiter Silesia; and Russia to gratify its 
passion. "J'Jie king of Prussia alone undouhtedly 
wished for peace, for (as he very clearly jicrcched) 
there was no j)ros])cct whatever of advanttige to him 
under present circumstances. The state of tilings 
was, on the other hand, so unexpectedly and exlra- 
ordinarily adA'antageous to Austria (hy its own pru¬ 
dence and the folly of others), tliat it had every 
reason to entertain the hope; of recovering what it 
had lost. If therefore the court of Vienna gave un¬ 
satisfactory answers to the easily-answered questions 
which the king, as the threatened and weaker party, 
very naturally made,—this was not accident or the 
ctfect of pride, but of delibcrab; resolulion, and of 
the, well-formed calculation that it would thuslhroAV 
on Frederick the odium of being the aggressor. 
Had the intentions of the court of Vienna been dif- 
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ferent, it would have cost but an explicit word, and 
war was avoided. 

The fact that this word was not (honourably) 
pronounced, was, in truth, a declaration of war; and, 
taking everything into account, we cannot but feel 
that it was perfectly natural if Frederick took the 
second answer (or no answer) in this light. Merc 
waiting would have brought Itussian armies into 
Prussia, the French to Westphalia, and the king 
would not have gained, by neglecting the right mo¬ 
ment, the smallest compassion, or any assistance in 
Europe. At all events he is, and always will be, the 
hero of that memorable war; and Austria, also, 
deserves the praise of firmness and perseverance; 
whereas France and Russia, in their conduct to¬ 
wards Prussia, acted only an unworthy, and Saxony 
and the German empire, very pitiful characters in the 
great tragedy. 

Frederick again declared, that as soon as Austria 
would give a satisfactory declaration *, he would^ 
retire, disarm, and remove all grounds for suspicion. 
But there was not the slightest probability that 
Austria, which now saw itself at the goal of its 
riches, would sacrifice, by such a declaration, all tlio 
advantages it had gained. 

The court of Saxony first made loud complaints, 
with reason, as the miseries of war threatened it; 
but without reason, as Saxony, in a war between 
Austria and Prussia, cannot possibly remain wholly 
neutral and exempt from the consequences; but 
that, when reduced to the necessity of making a 
choice, it would join Austria and Russia, is evident 
* Dispatch of 4th September. Austria, vol. cxciii. 
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from the negotiations *, and might also be inferred 
from its conduct during the second Silesian war. 

V\ hen king Augustus required the evacuation of 
Saxony, Frederick answered him, on the 5th of Sep¬ 
tember. from Lomnitz j :—“ Whatever inclination I 
have to oblige your majesty, it is impossible for me 
to evacuate your dominions, for a liundred military 
reasons, which it would be tedious to enumerate, 
and whicli, however, prevent me from doing so; the 
princijDal being the necessity of securing mj' sujiply 
of provisions. I should be glad if the road from 
Bohemia passed through Thuringia, that 1 might 
not bo under the necessity of molesting your ma¬ 
jesty's elates; but as military reasons oblige me to 
make use of the Elbe, I cannot, without performing 
mirjicles, choose any other means than those wliich 
I at ])rc6ont employ. 1 assure your majesty that I 
make all imaginable haste ; but it is impossible for 
the troops to fly. With respect to what I liave slated 
s-to your majesty of your ministers’ bad intentions 
and proceedings, very dilferent to the spirit of the 
treaty of Dresden, 1 am able to prove it, and would 
do so immediately, did not considerations, Avliich I 
am obliged to regard, hinder me. However, tliis 
will never make me foi’get what 1 owe to crowned 
heads, to a prince, my neighbour, who is only misled, 
and for whom, as well as all his royal family, I shall 
preserve upon all occasions, even were he my most 
cruel enemy, the highest respect and the most per¬ 
fect esteem.” 

Several dispatches from Mr. Williams, written 
from Petersburg, maintain— 

• Dispatches of ICth .-inil 2Cth June, oml 21»t July. Saxony, vul. Ixv. 
t Mitchell papers, vol. Ixvi. 
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1st. That unless Frederick Jiad made the attack* 
Hussia wou*ld certainly liavc remained neutral, and 
had, besides, not concluded an olFensii e alliance with 
Austria*. 

2nd. That Elizabeth had resolved to make war on 
the king, but that her army was not yet in a state 
of readiness, neither were the nobility by any means 
unanimous in their o])inions resiiecting the offensive 
measur^. 

In oraer to gain IBcstuchcff, King Frederick had 
100,000 dollars offered to him f. 

On the llth and 14th of September, Williams 
writes^ :—“ 1 most heartily wish the king of Prussia 
had never alleged to the court of Vienna that there 
was an offensive alliance between Austria and Hussia; 
for I am thoroughly convinced that there is no such 
thing. 1 am fully convinced that his Prussian ma¬ 
jesty was maliciously imposed upon, and that the 
Russian princess would never have assisted the 
house of Austria in an offensive war against i’russia.' 
I cannot conceal from you that 1 am extremely con¬ 
cerned that the king of Prussia was deceived in his 
intelligence about the offensive treaty ; for his attack 
on Maria Theresa will frustrate all my dcssigns at 
this court. 

“ The king’s enemies at this court are very nume¬ 
rous and vigorously resolute, and are daily talking 
against him. Orders arc gone to all their troops to 
hold themselves in readiness.” 

The empress declines every mediation, and says§, 

” Mitcliell papers, vul. xxi. Dispatches of Williams of 4th, 7th, and 
21st Seiiteinher. Ru->sia, xol. I.\vi. 

I Mitchell's dispatches of L’nd and 4th S. ptemher, voU. ii. and iv. 
t Mitchell papers, vol. xxi. Russia, vol. Ixvi. 

^ Dispatch of 13th September. Russia, vol. Ixvi. 
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“ She would leave the quarrel, which was entirely 
begun on the king of Prussia's side, to be made up 
between lliose two powers; (hough, a( the same time, 
she was i-esolved to fuHil all her engagements with 
the empress-queen.” 

“ I endeavoured,” says Williams on (he 28th of 
September. “ to gain the great chancellor Bestu- 
elielf for Prussia *. I found him, for the two or 
three first limes, inflexible; but the brpader my 
hints grew about the sum, the .more he yielded. At 
Iasi lie gave me his hand, and said, * From this hour 
1 am his friend; bid l.donof see how 1 can serve 
him at present. Uad I known this two months ago 
much might ha\ e been done ; but he has begun a 
war, and nolhiiig can hinder the empi’ess to assist 
Austria. Everything is already determined. It is 
true, he has taken us a 1 itth'unprepared, and you 
know that our motions are slow. I cannot ])romise 
to do anything at present, because it is not in my 
power; but you may assure the king of Prussia that 
whatever Mardefeld might have done against me, I 
have entirelj' forgot it, and am now ready, when tlie 
occasion shall olfcr. through more than words, to 
sliow that I am willing to do service to his Prussian 
majesty.’ He concluded, that he hoyicd this change 
and declaration of his might be kept as the greatest 
.secret. 

For other persons also 1 must ask for money. I 
hope the king of Prussia will send me the 10,000 
ducats as soon as jrossible. 

*• 'I'he Russians have little money, and not ten 
good officers of all ranks in their army. They go 


'* Dispatch of 18th September. Russia, vol. Ixvi. 
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into the war out of necessity, and a point of passion 
more than ^nour. I hope the victories of the king 
of Prussia will restore peace with llussia; for it is 
most certainly true, that Prussia, in alliance witli 
England, is the most natural ally for Russia, but in 
alliance with France, the most dangerous and formi¬ 
dable enemy. . " 

“ Apraxin is to command the Russian army : he 
is lately made field-marshal. He is the laziest of 
mankind and a rank coward; for he was grossly 
abused the other day, and almost kicked, by the 

hetman of the Cossacks, without resenting it."’- 

“ Apraxin,” he says, in another place “ is a very 
corpulent man; lazy, luxurious, and certainly not 
bravo. He has never yet seen an army of any 
enemy, nor ever served but in Munnich’s Turkish 
campaigns. I know he is sick of his commaid; and 
they already begin to find here that the marching of 
so large an army is not so easily done as talked of. 
All foreign officers who, within the last few years, 
have been dismissed, have gradually taken leave. 

“ The great duchess Catherine disapproves of the 
conduct of the court of Vienna towards England, 
and thinks that an alliance between England, Russia, 
Holland, Prussia, and some other German princes, 
can alone save Eurojje. The Russians decline to 
accept the latest English subsidies, and declare 
nothing about the defence of Hanover against the 
French. The empress was yet willing to employ 
her good offices w'ith France, to prevent them from 
attacking Hanover,” 

Opinion at Stockholm ivas even more passionate, 
* Dispatch of 28th September. Russia, rol. Isvi. 
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and even absurd, than in St. I’etersburg. “ Tlicrc 
is notliing so bad” (dispatch of 24th S^tember *) 
“ but what is said here of the iiing of Prussia and his 
expedition. All arc exasperated with him, and would 
almost wish to sec him annihilated. His guilt is 
heightened by his being the ally of England ; and 
the people triumph in anticipation that liussia will 
declare against him.” 

When news was received in England of Frcdc- 
^ rick’s final resolutions. Lord Holdcrness ili^otc, on 
the 1 Ith of Septemberf, to Lord Stormont:—“ The 
politics of the court of Vienna were to endeavour to 
force the king of Prussia to the necessity of doing 
himself justice by his arms. The king of Poland 
might avoid the consequences by a proper conduct 
towards the king of Prussia. Put whatever incon- 
veniencDB may arise to him, they are only to bo 
ascribed to the ill-timed haughtiness of the court of 
Vienna. If their intentions had really been pacific, 
ii^ thc king (of England) secs no reason why they 
might not have declared them to be such, as his 
majesty cannot conceive the dignity of any sovereign 
to be lessened by an avowal to the powers jirinci- 
pally concerned of those views, which they indus¬ 
triously endeavoured to insinuate to other princes, 
to be the only motives of their present armaments. 
They would make the world believe they only 
brought armies to the frontiers of the king of 
Prussia in consequence of the preparations he was 
making in those parts of the world. If that w'as 
true, w'hy should they hesitate at giving the king of 
Prussia the satisfaction he has so much reason to 
expect ? 

• S.iWen,vol. xcii. f Mitchell paiiers, vol. ix. Russia, vol. Ixv. 



306 


FREDERICK II. AND HIS TIMES. fcU. XXX. 

“ The alliance of England with Prussia essen¬ 
tially aime® at peace* ; but nothing could calm the 
affected suspicion of Vienna, or put a stop to tlieir 
cupidity of recovering forcibly what was ceded. 
Hence its armaments, the treaty of Versailles, the 
undigested counsels of Kaunitz, &c. Necessity has 
forced the king of Prussia to seek for safety. He 
does not make the attack ; he defends himself.’' 

Meantime Frederick H. had besieged Ui'esden. 
On fh#^ st of October he gained the battle of Lowo- 
sitz, and on the I5th he forced the Saxon army to 
surrender. The queen qf Poland, iherefore, sent 
one of the lords of the bed-chamber to St. Peters¬ 
burg, to make complaints )* of the personal treatment 
she liad received, and to excite the pity, as well as 
the anger, of the eiiipress. Ai’ith similar views it 
was stated in the llussian councils, tliat Russia 
declared war against him, Frederick would come 
thither with all his army and replace Iwan 111. on 
the throne J. When the empress heard tiiis she- 
said, *■ The tlay such a manifest plan appears, 1 will 
order young Iwan’s liead to be cut off.'’ 

The following information*'of the 5)th of October §, 
is, however, in direct opposition to the foregoing:— 
“ M. Durand, the French minister at Warsaw, went 
on the 26th inst. (N.S.) to the ])rime minister of 
Poland, and declared to him that the French king 
could not but be most extremely alarmed if the news 
that was everywhere published should prove true, 
that a Russian army was soon to march through Po- 

Holderness to Stormoiit. Saxony, vol. Ixvi. 

■}■ disiiatcli of 9th Octobi'r. Russia, vol. Ixvi. 

t Dispatch ofjIUih Octuliei, ibid. 

$ hIitche)^.Paper8, vol. xxi. Petersburg Coirespondenfl^ 
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land to assist Austria, and ttiat in that case his most 
Cliristian majesty desired that the republic would 
give all possible opposition to such a march. The 
llussians arc v'cry much astonished at this declara¬ 
tion. There is a very great party at this court, who 
Avishos for any occasion or excuse to prevent llussia 
to enter info this wav.” 

Perhaps the hopes which the Prussian minister 
expressed to Mitchell might have had sopie con¬ 
nexion with this*. “ They (the ministersj'^ttered 
theinseh'cs that things would not come to extremities 
with h>ance, as they could not ])ersuii(le themselves 
there ever could be afiy cordiality between France 
and Austria.” But historical and political consi¬ 
derations lost all their weight and intiiience from the 
caprices and interests of a mistress. 'J'ho Prussian 
ambassitdor, Baron Kniphausen (says Valory j ), is 
the only one who, by command of his master, does 
not see Madame Pompadour, uhilc the empress- 
queen writes her the most (lattering letters. Mitchell 
further relatesj.—In 175 i. a proposal was made to 
the Iving of Prussia to yield the princij>ality of Ncuf- 
chatel to Madame Pohq)adour for life, slic to be 
created a princess and to have the revenues, and the 
king to receive in lieu of them a gratification from 
France equal to them. This he rejected with dis¬ 
dain* and it is perhaps one reason of her hatred 
to him.” 

Atter the battle of Lowositz, the Austrian ambas¬ 
sador in St. Petersburg comjdains loudly of the Ioav- 

* Mitchell to Newcaetle, 4th of \oveinlier. Mitchell Papery, vol. 
xxviii -f- Valory, vol. i. p. 320. 

J Mitchell’s Letter of 20th October, 1757, vol. l.\iv. 

^^iKsputches of 19th and 20ih October. Mitcbt|ll Papers, vol. xvi. 
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ness of the Russian succours. “ Displeased at thb,” 
Bestucheff Says to Williams, “ instead of blaming the 
Russian ministers for not having the troops in readi¬ 
ness, ho (Be|^ucheff) had it in his power to make 
the Austfiaft ministers own, that it was entirely their 
own fault that 40,000 Russians had not marched into 
Saxony two months ago. 

“ Having heard thus much, I desired the great 
chancellor to explain himself lurthcr, which he did by 
telling'Sie, that in the month of June last, the Saxon 
minister had informed this court that they were fully 
convinced that the king of Prussia had designs 
of entering the electorate, and that they reclaimed 
the 12,000 men which Russia is obliged by treaty to 
furnish them in case they arc attacked. Upon the 
receipt of this news and this demand, there was 
a council held, in which it was resolved not only 
immediately to send the 12,000 mcn*^rcquired, but 
to offer the clcclor of Saxony 40,000 men, in case 
he would find forage and quarters for the additional 
28,000, and these resolutions were already signed by 
the empress, and by her orders communicated to 
Count Esterhazy, who was thereupon called to a con¬ 
ference, and being acquainted with tlm empress’s 
intentions, he opposed the sending any such succours 
to Saxopy, and the vico-chancellor seconded the op¬ 
position so effectually, that the scheme wa#laid 
aside. 

“ llipraxin’s departure is again put off, and the 
great chancellor owned freely to us that he has'con¬ 
trived this delay, and will contrive many more, to 
serve those who are his friends. If the king of 
Prussia, when he makes peace with Saxony, would 
show some ^aailities to the queen of Foland^nd 
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make some slight excuse for what necessity has 
forced him to do, it would have a good effect here. 
Apraxin himself has been persuaded to furnish all 
tlie delays in his power, and to defe;^ his journo}', 
which even as yet is not fixed, nor at present much 
talked of.” 

From this remarkable account it appears, in con¬ 
firmation of what I have above asserted:—1st. 
llussia was so hostilcly disposed towards Prussia, that 
on the bare possibility of a future attack on the jiart 
of the king, it wished to send a large army to 
Saxony. 

2nd. Austria’s desire for w'ar was necessarily in¬ 
creased by this certainty; and if it objected to the 
man'ch of the llussians, or rather to a premature de¬ 
claration of their intention to march, this was most 
probably done, because its own preparations for war 
were not yet sufficiently advanced, and Frederick 
might at once have begun the war with success, 
i^bove all things it prudently wished to remove 
from itself the odium of being tlic aggressor. 

“ Tile king of Pi’ussia,” continues Williams, “ may 
depend upon it *, that® the great chancellor shall 
never touch one farthing of his money, till the essen¬ 
tial services I require from him arc actually per¬ 
formed. The great duke and duchess arc iij favour 
of Pfibssia, and complain of the intrigues of the all- 
powerful Schuwaldffs in favour of France. Or the 
9th of November the great duchess f Avrotc to mt: ‘I 
this day received a messenger from the Schuwaloff's 
to tell me how angry (sorry ?) they arc to hear that the 
new alliance between Prussia and France is displeas- 

• Dispatch of llth November. 9fitcliell Papers, vol. xxi. 

' Dispatch of 9th November. Russia, IxvU 
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ing to the great duke and me. They call it their 
system, and think it a good one. Th 0 |^ficr me to 
become entirely mine, to put me on thetest footing 
with the empttss, and to procureme everything that 
can be agree^le to me during her lifetime, if I will 
promise them my future protection, and adopt and 
protect their system of politics.’ My answer was, 
that as far as I meddled with politics, I entirely dis¬ 
approved of their new system, that I had always 
been foil* the English alliance, and against the 
French, though my opinion in those affairs had not 
much weight. Yet 1 would be sincere enough with 
them to assure them that the great duke would not 
only never adopt that system, but whenever it was in 
his power would severely punish the author of it. 
You arc blamed for your partiality to the king of 
Prussia, it is not 1 that blame you, because we do 
now, and hope wc shall always, think Mike.” 

When the great duke was going to speak in the 
council against the union with France, and the trea]^ 
of Versailles *, the empress said, with some warmth, 
what had been done was by her orders, and she 
would not have them disputed j upon which the 
great duke said that he then had nothing left to do 
but to obey and be silent. 


Dbjiatch of 25th December. Russia, vol. Ixvi. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

Frederick’s bad position—Letters to Mitchell—Conplhints respecting 
Parties in Kiigland—Activity of Frederick—Inactivity of England 
—The Army in Lorvcr Saxony—ForiUnaiid of Brunswick—The 
Prince of Prussia—Additional Leticrs of Frederick to Mitchell— 
Peniatowski in Petersburg — The Great Duchess Catherine — 
Apraxin. 


Erkderick, by liis prompt attack, had gained 
Saxony, made the Saxon army prisoners, and de¬ 
feated the Austrians at Lowositz. But he was un¬ 
able to maintain his ground in Bohemia; and the 
miseries of war tverc felt, notwithstanding every pre¬ 
caution, even in the Prussian camp. Accordingly, 
Mitchell, who accompanied the king, writes on the 
4th of November from Sedlitz*:—“ The Prussian 
camp is no place of pleasure. Neither convenience 
nor luxury dwells here; you are well provided with 
werything if you bring it along with you. I find 
I must increase my equipage or starve; all my 
family are like spectres. It is true I am fed at the 
king’s table, because he desired mo to leave my 
equipage at Dresden.” 

The prospects for the following year were, how¬ 
ever, much more gloomy, and England by qe means 
did BO much as wa|expected. For this reason Lord 
Holdcrness himselt was afraid that Frcdcricl^^uld 
become uneasy on account of the internal feritienta- 
tion and parties in England. " Tell him” (says Lord 
Holdemess to Mitchell on the 3rd of Novemberf) 
“what you have seen, and what you know of men and 


f Ibid. Tol. xzk. 


* Mitchell Pipers, voL xxviii. 
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mauncrs in this country.Hbift do not let him take any 
alarm at '~our wild, inconsiderate, predicate \my of 
acting. • Wc arc not squabbling ab^ measures, 
but abdiit nmn. Our allianccwith him must and 
will be supported by all sides.” 

Yet Frederick said to Mitchell *:—“ Besides the 
general crisis of Europe, the existence of my house 
is in question. 1 have reason to be a little uneasy 
at not liaving received an answer fiom England. I 
have Austria, France, and perhaps lUissia, upoirmy 
hands, and E;|gland docs not move. If,” added the 
king, “ the empress of Russia would die, or be quiet, 
I fear nothing from my enemies.” After the return 
of his ambassador from Paris, he became more un¬ 
easy f, and all that Mitchell could say to excuse 
England's delay made no impression. 

Accordingly he wrote to Mitchell J:—“ I am very 
sorry, my dear Mr. Mitchell, to hear M the divisions 
which have broken out in your English government. 
Good God! it seems to me, that at the present mu' 
ment, every man who has at heart the interests of 
his nation, and those of Europe, ought to lay aside 
all personal interest, to think only of an interest 
paramount to all others—that of njaintaining the 
protestant cause and the liberty of Europe. * 

“ I c^fess that I have learnt, with the most lively 
grief the dissensions in j^our govcniraent. Is it pos¬ 
sible that so many men, who hdlfever hav 4 |R regard 
interests of the country, can give the advan¬ 
tage to the eternal enemies of their government by 

* Mitchell’s Letter of 9th December. ]|[itohelI Papers, vol. xsviii. 

f Letter of 9tli December. Ibid. vol. iii. 
t Written with his own hand about this time, though it is not dated. 
Mitchell Papers, vol. xl. 
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inte^ine divisionsr? How caii flie king of. England 
and the n)^n adopi good measurca against thek 
enemies ? 1 findt, in tfio nation itself, persons who, 
though hostile to*^thfe Fuench, rcnJbr them the 
greatest services, by hindering the state from taking 
measures in time against the enterprizes of our com¬ 
mon enemies. 

“ For heaven's sake, let patriotism revive among 
yoiju; countrymen, and let them look at things on 
a gi'and scale, and not through the microscope of 
personal interest. For my part, I thfllk at the pre¬ 
sent moment only of Europe : I have opposed to 
me only the duumvirate which is dangerous to the 
liberties of England, as well as to those of Germany, 
and especially to the protestant cause. I see the 
winter ap])roaching, and with it the interval of truce 
in which the inclemency of the season suspends the 
madness of men. I think that this precious moment 
should not be suffered to escape without taking on 
aflriiands, both by sea and land, the measures which 
arc calculated to resist the powerful efforts which 
the houses of Austria and Bourbon will make 
against us. 

“ 1 have many things to propose to you, which 
I withhold till your internal storms arc allayed. I 
am, perhaps, like the Abbe St. Pierre, who^flreamt 
about the happinc3au|f Europe ; but I do not know 
to whom l^should pilose my dreams. A pid||pi* 
nary is the restoration of tranquillity at LondoniMd 
I believe that all well-disposed persons will labour to 
bring it about. Let jjeoplc dispute about personal 
interests when they have nothing better to do,-;pWcll 
and good,—but at present, my dear Mr. Mitchell, ^to 
dispute aboutiHifficcs when liberty is ^ stake! 
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think afl parties ought to unite against the common 
enemy,^nd leave such wretched disputes to a more 
.convenient season. 

“ I speak lo you as aacitizenHf Europe, who has 
much at heart the good of his allies and the inde¬ 
pendence of his country,—who hates tyranny from 
whatever quarter it comes, and desires only the good 
of Europe. I wish that all your countrymen were 
as sensible and as good citizens as you, and we 
should together be a match for all the conspiracies 
which ambitii^iis minds might form against the tran¬ 
quillity of Europe. Adieu, dear Mitchell.” 

For his consolation. Lord Holderness wrote to 
Mitchell*:—Our great outlines seem settled. All 
ranks and denominations are convinced of the utility, 
nay, necessity, of preserving the closest union of 
measures with his Prussian majesty^who is now be¬ 
come the idol of all ranks.” 

Mitchell, in his dispatches, speaks with equal 
praise of the kingf. Thus, in a letter of the ^h 
December, he mentions “ the activity of Frederick 
■to gain the courts, principally the Turks, against the 
Russians. His minister at Constantinople is fur¬ 
nished with a credit for upwards of 60,000/. General 
Branicki, Briihl’s enemy, opposes the march of the 
-Russiihs through Poland. The Russian ministers 
wi ll not own that they take B|jiDey|, and therefore 
l^wad to cover it with any pretext. Qliave com- 
nSi^ted part of your (Williams) letter to the king 
of Prussia. He is never discouraged; he thinks we 
ought not to despair ; and l|p imputes the sudden 

* Letter of 7th December, 1756. Mitchell Pajiera, vol.xxix. 
t Mitchell Papere, vol. iiL 
t Letter of 26th December. !|bid. 
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change in the Eussian ministry to the Austrian 
money that has been distributed among them. So 
soon as that is squandered away, he thinks you 
ought to return to ^e charge.” f 
“ The king of Prussia” (lie ivrites on another oc¬ 
casion *) “ is uneasy at the insufficient answers and 
measures of England. Wlien I consider wliat he 
has at stake, and the dangers to which lie is exposed, 
I admire his jiatiencc, tranquillity, and magnanimity. 
He said to me, " If the king’s army for the defence 
of Germany was ready, and magaz^es formed, I 
should be in no pain about the rest. You will see 
that France and Austria will alter their language 
so soon as they know that measures arc concerted 
between the king and me.’ lie thinks the plan of 
operations is not yet settled at Vienna and Paris. 

“ The question then arose who was to command 
the English arid German army in Saxonyf? King 
Frederick said, ‘ That Prince Ferdinand of Bruns- 
vilflc is a very brave and a good officer; but 1 must 
be free with you. I don’t think him equal to such 
a command; he wants a decided spirit];. I would 
venture to recommend and to answer for the jirince 
of Prussia, if he was not my brother. He has seen 
much, and has taken thorough pains in our profes¬ 
sion, and I think him in every way qualified fer that, 
or even a greater, c^mond. I will have the jypg 
of Englaiffl absolu^y free in the choice of^iu 
general, and I still am of opinion that Princ^^B^ 
of Brunswick is the fittest person to command the 

* Letter of 29th Decanber. Mitchell Papers, vol. liL 
t Letter of 13th December. Ibid. 

$ II n’a paa I’eaprit dipiaif. 

rJ' 



316 FREDERICK 11. AND HIS TIMES. [CH. XXXI. 


army. I would prefer him to cither of the two we 
have been talking of.’ ” 

In an earlier dispatch* Mitchell had said of the 
prince royal # Prussi^ “ He is an excellent officer, 
vigilant, cautious, and active, and possessed of every 
quality to fit him for the command of an army.’’ 

All these speeches and consultations did not, how¬ 
ever, materially further the matter, on which account 
Mitchell writes to Holdernessf on tlie 2nd January, 
1757:—“ The king of Prussia said to me, that he 
feared no as^stance was to be expected from his 
allies. He was resolved to do the best he could by 
himself. 1 must not conceal from your lordship that 
this very long delay has, I fear, raised such a diffi¬ 
dence in the king of Prussia’s mind, that nothing 
but the most cordial and vigorous resolution, accom¬ 
panied with immediate execution, will be able to 
efface. If that should not be the case, I need not 
tell your lordship what self-preservation must sug¬ 
gest to his Prussian majesty. He is makingj^e 
greatest efforts possible, and stretching every 
nervej. The number of men he will have in the 
field for the next campain, including the army in 
Prussia, will amount to 108,000.” 

“ The king,” continues Mitchell on the 15th of 
Januaty§, “ left Berlin last Wednesday moming, in 
as good health and spirits as e^r 1 saw him in. He 
i^paking the utmost efforts,"and thou^ he does 
much, he never ajipears busy.” 

Great cares, however, were at that time pressing 

* Dispatch of 20th Novcmbvr. Ibid, 
f Mitclu-11 Papers, vol. iii. 

J ILiJ. Dispatch of Sth Januarj-, 1 "57. §, Ibid. 
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upon thi$ intrepid monarch; for example, the timid¬ 
ity of the Hanoverian ministers, who wished to give 
him up, and effect^a neutrality for Hanover. “It 
would, ” he writes, “ be a blaltlc and unworthy plot * 
to sacrifice me to the rage of my enemies, the greater 
part of whom I have drawn round me, because I 
made an alliance with England to secure the tran¬ 
quillity of Hanover.” 

On the 17th of February the king wrote with his 
own hand to Mitchellf :—“ Tlie king of England 
saw the snare which the Austrians lafd for him, and 
he has generously refused the deceitful neutrality 
which they olfered him. 1 now only fear that there 
will be too much delay in assembling this army of 
observation, which, in my opinion, cannot be ad¬ 
vanced to Lippstadt too soon. In a word, the crisis 
of affairs is terrible, but I don't despair; and pro¬ 
vided the Hanoverians cross the sea betimes, wc 
shall overcome our enemies with honour.” 

^in another letter of Frederick to Mitchell he 
says+:—*•' As a very singular piece of news lias been 
communicated to me, which, from the grossness of 
its expressions, and (he black cahunnics which it 
contains, has no precedent, 1 have not hesitated to 
tell it to you; were it but for the rarity of the thing, 
and to prove to you how far the ferocity of the 
llussian ministers ,^an go, and how many lies and 
calumniel the Austrian and Saxon courts hayft’im- 
pudontly made them believe.”’ 

Conformably with the above Mitchell says: — 

• Mitchell Papers, veil. xl. Dispatch of'Jth February. 

, ^ t Ibi.1. 

J Of the 2 February, from Drc!>(I«:i; not written by his own 
liaud. Ibid. 
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“ Sir C, '^Williams writes from St. Petersburg *, 
that the lies and calumnies, transmitted by every 
post from the courts q£ Vienna, Dresden, and War¬ 
saw, have moved the rourt of Bussia to a sad fury 
against the king of Prussia. At Petersburg, every¬ 
thing that is laughed at elsewhere is believed with¬ 
out examination. The court of Petersburg is a 
weak and corrupted court." 

At the beginning of 1757, Stanislaus Poniatowski 
arrived at St. Petersburg as Polish plenipotentiary, 
though Austria and France protested against his 
being sentf. But he had been already nominated, 
and his powerful family “ declared loudly that his 
character is not to be suspected, and that they ivill 
answer for his fidelity.” “ No one,” writes Williams, 
" is on a better footing with Bestucheff than he is, 
for reasom which I shall tell the king when I have 
the honour to cast myself at his royal feet.” 

These reasons, which could only be verbally com¬ 
municated, doubtless referred to the relation w 
Poniatowski to the great duchess. “ She detests the 
French,” says Williams, “ and the great duke still 
more.” Williams had opened a very useful cor¬ 
respondence between the latter and the king of 
Prussia. 

“ General Apraxin,” says another dispatch, " is, 
or at least pretends to be, entiiiely devoted to the 
grej^ duchessj. He is no soldier, and has a very 
indifferent opinion of the army he commands; and 

"dispatches of 15th and 22d January and 8th February. Mitchell 
Papers, vol. iii. 

f Dispatches of 25th Decemher, 1756, 4th January 
March, 1757. Russia, vol. Ixvi. Ixvii. 

t Dispatch of 8th January, 1757. Mitchell Papers, vol. iii. 
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it is believed he dues not wish to meet the Prussians 
in the field. Apraxin is, besides, very extravagant 
and very needy, notwithstanding the great bounties 
bestowed on him by his misfllss. From these ch- 
cumstancos the king of Prussia thinks it may be 
worth while, in the present conjuncture, to give him 
a sum of money, in order to delay tlic march of the 
troops, which a commander-in chief can easily find 
j)rctcnccs so to do. The great duchess must be the 
person employed, if she n ill undertake it. 

“ Apraxin has sent an aide-de-camp to St. Peters¬ 
burg, to fetch his twelve suits of clotli(;s out of his 
wardrobe*, which looks as if he wished to make his 
campaign this summer amongst the ladies of lligaj 
for though he is oiu‘ of the biggest and most clumsy 
men that ever you saw, he is as great a coxcomb in 
his dress as Count llruld himself.” 


CIIAPTEll XXXIl. 

The Prussians and .Austrians in Saxony—Pitt on Frodorick II.—The 
study of Frederick—Tlio n.itlk-of Prague—The liattlc of Kollin 
—Fredeiick’s relation of the same—His renewed exertions—Rela¬ 
tion to England. 

Tub occupation of Saxony drew down on the king, 
as is well known, many reproaches; but on the ot^er 
hand it gave him great advantages, nay, as has been 
observed, it was absolutely necessary tor his preserv¬ 
ation, and for carrying on the war. Resjtccting 4ic 
coiii^ct of the Prussians in Saxony, and the treat- 

Dispatch of Williams, 22i} March. Mitchell Papers, vol. xxi. 
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ment of tJie country, Mitchell ivrites, on the 26th of 
February, 1757 *:— 

“ There is ccrtainlyjinavoidablo distress, but the 
most exact disciplineUfbbserved, and punctual pay¬ 
ments made to the soldiers, who pay for everything 
they consume. The Saxons say, from 20,000 Aus¬ 
trians they should have suffered more. Some even 
go further, and say the country will be enriched with 
the money spent by the Prussian troops. 

“ No new tax has been laid on the land in Saxony. 
Tliey only pay to the king of Prussia what they 
should have paid to the king of Poland, and his 
Prussian majesty has, in many articles, lowered the 

duties of excise and customs for the ease of that un- 

• 

happy people. The recruiting of the troops is, in¬ 
deed, a hardship; but it was executed in the most 
gentle manner, the States being applied to for that 
purpose; and it must be looked on as a necessary 
evil attending war. What has occasioned the gi’catest 
clamour is the stop of all payments on the civil esta¬ 
blishment .since the Prussians entered Saxony; but 
that was occasioned by Count Bruhl’s sweeping 
away all the specie that was to be found in the 
public treasury, after having confounded their ac¬ 
counts in such a manner as will make it diflicult, if 
not impossible, ever to settle them; and his Prussian 
majesty did not think himself obliged to pay, with 
his own money, the public debts of Saxony, far less 
to make good the rapines and plunderings of Count 
Briilil. 

^Madame d’Ogilvief, grande inaitrcssc of the 
ijucen of Poland, under the ingenious pretext c^e- 


* M.tchell papers, vol. iiL f Ibid. Dispatch of 27th March. 
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ccivinjg black puddings from Prague, has tfarried on 
a correspondence, Avhich the hungry curiosity of the 
black Hussars has now put a slop to. 

“ Even here at Berlin tliC^fc-ench iiarly began to 
shoAv its liead, and England ^vas talked of as the 
most perfidious ally*, that had at first drawn the 
king of Prussia into the war, and then left him, 
single and unassisted, to struggle with the united 
forces of the three great jiowcrs in Eui’oyie. Since 
the unanimous resolutions of jiarliamcnt, this yiolicy 
has been done away with, and the king thanks Pitt 
for his speech of the I8th of February.” 

On theSlst of March, 1757, Pitt writes to Mit- 
chellf:—“ The infinite condescension and grateful 
goodness of his Prussian majesty towards me 1 feel 
as I ought, and consequently can express but very 
inadequately the most grateful sentiinents of venera¬ 
tion and zeal for a yirince, who staiuls, the unshaken 
bulwark of Europe, against the most powerful and 
malicious confederacy that ever yet has threatened 
the independence of raankintl. ’ 

Meantime Frederick had made cveiy jireparation 
for the new camyiaign, and Mitchell writes on the 
7th of Ajiril:—“ Tlic Prussian springs are so wisely 
and so exactly adjusted, that they may all be played 
off at once. In this situation 1 con.sidcr the peculiar 
advantage;}; the king of Prussia has, of animating and 
commanding, in the same instant of time, as many 
diffci'cnt armies as he yileases to form of the troops, 
with a greater probability of having Jiis orders punc¬ 
tually executed than, perhaps, any minister or ti^ie- 
rt^cver had. The pains the king has taken, i^iis 

* Disjiatcli u! ^tli Murcli. f Mitclicll pupers, vul. xis. 

I Ibid., vol. xxviii. 

p 3 
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leisure hours during the winter, in studying the pro¬ 
jects of Turenne, Eugene,' and Marlborough (whom 
he considers as masters in the art of war), fill me 
with the assurance, |hlif his project has been formed 
after mature delibwation. Nobody knows his se¬ 
crets. He executes before it is known that he has 
deliberated*. 

" I mention but one thing more, which gives me 
great confidence in the king of Prussia. I have seen 
with admiration the firmness and steadiness of mind 
with which he receives disagreeable news, and bears 
the gi’catest disappointments. He is never discon¬ 
certed or discouraged, and thinks of resources im¬ 
mediately, and his armies believe themselves invin¬ 
cible as long as he is with them.” 

On the 4th of May, two days before tlie battle of 
Prague, Mitchell writes f:—“ I dined with the king 
of Prussia; he was very hearty and cheerful. He 
said to me, in a day or two, Pharsalia, the battle be¬ 
tween the house of Brandenburg and Austria, would 
be fought. He put me in mind that he had often 
. told me, that Brown was not the man he had been 
taken for; now it was plain.” 

On the ()th of May, the day of the battle of 
Prague, Mitchell writes;};:—“ The whole of the 
Prussian army arc in tears for the loss of Marshal 
Schwerin, one of the greatest officers this or, per¬ 
haps, any other country has produced, and one of 
the best of men.” 

“ I had the honour ” (continues Mitchell on the 
10^) “ to congratulate the king. He apyieared in 
hi^ spirits, but moderate at the same time, in 

* Dispatch of 19th May. Mitchell papers, vol. iii. 
f Ibid., vol. lidv. } Ibid. - 
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midst of his g;rcat successes. He said his brother 
Henry did extremely well on the right,—that to liim 
the success was owing there. Tliat Prince Ferdi¬ 
nand of Brunswick also, wh#was on the left, went 
afterward'; and flanked (he Awtrians, while they 
were engaged at our right. That Prince Frank (?) 
of Brunswick had greatly distinguished himself, and 
that he would make a great officer. The Prince of 
Wurtemburg also distinguished himself. In con¬ 
versation, the king gave the pi’cfercnce to Prince 
Charles of Loiraino as a general, before Marshal 
Brown. At Friedberg, he said, Pi’ince Cliarles did 
ill, but that his disposition at Torr was admirable, 
but his orders were not obeyed. Prince Charles did 
not approve the disposition of Brown, and told liim 
he would bo flanked, which acUially happened*."’ 

In another di.s])alcli of the 11 111 of May, Mitchell 
repeats his praise of the king's moderation —“ The 
king appears unflushed with victory, and moderate 
in the midst of success. He commended to me 
high!}’ tJie behaviour and conduct of Prince Henry, 
his brother, in the late battle, adding, ' I would say 
more if he was not my brother.’ He likewise said 
tliat the Princes Ferdinand and Francis of Bruns¬ 
wick had greatly distingui.shcd themselves; and 
everybody is full of the praises of Lieutenant-gene¬ 
ral Ziothen. 

“ The number of the wounded is very considerable 
on both sides and soon after the battle, as there 
was a scarcity of surgeons and waggons, the king of 
Prussia sent to Prague, to desire tlicy would smid 
sui^eons and waggons for the relief of tlic Austmn 

* Mltcbiill i>apen, vol. Ixiv. f Ibid., vol. iii,, 

I DiKpatch of 18th May. 
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wounded, which was refused*. So they remained 
several days on the field of battle without dressings; 
but they have since been brought to this side of the 
river, and are trea^d in tlie same manner as the 
Prussian soldiers art.” 

After receipt of the dispatches relative to the 
battle of Prague, Lord Holdcrness writes f:—“ The 
admiration we already had of his Prussian majesty 
is raised to the highest pitch. Men, women, and 
children are singing his praises. The most frantic 
marks of joy appear in the streets,” &c. 

Mere admiration, however, did not help the king 
out of his difficulties. He, therefore, said to Mit¬ 
chell J;:—“ 1 see I have nothing to expect from Eng¬ 
land. The English are no longer the same people. 
Your want of union and steadiness has dissipated 
the natural strength of your nation, and, if the same 
conduct is continued, England will no longer be 
considered of that great importance in Kuropc.” 

Six days after these expressions, (I8th of June) 
the battle of Kollin was lost. “ The morning after 
the battle,” Mitchell writes §, “ the Prussian army 
retired to Nimburg, in perfect good order, with 
their baggage and artillery, having left behind them 
only some few cannons whose carriages had been 
damaged in the action. It is the unanimous opi¬ 
nion of all the officers I have talked with, that, had 
the cavalry done their duty, victory was certain.” 

In a second letter of the same day he says |[;— 


because in Prague itself all the surgeons hail an im¬ 
mense number of wonuded to attend to, 

f 30th May. Mitchell papers, toI. xxiv. 
t Dispatch of l'2th June. Ibhl., voL iii. 

Dispatch of 23rd June. Ibid. || Ibid., vol. xxviii. 
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“ The desire of the king^to give immediate succours 
in Lower Silesia, his impetuosity of temper, and, 
above all. the contempt he has conceived of the 
enemy, have been the causes ,pf this defeat. Ho 
might have had more infantry with him, and there 
was no necessity to attack the enemy so ])osted.” 

On the 29th of June, Mitchell continues"': —“ On 
Monday the 27th, the king of Prussia arrived at Leil- 
mcritz witli fourteen battalions; so we have liere an 
army of fifty battalions and seventy-live squadrons, all 
in perfect good order and in great s])irits. M’lien the 
king rode along the front of the cam]), the soldiers 
of themselves turned out of their tents, and said,— 
‘ Give us bill an opportunity, we will revenge what 
has happcnc<I.’ An Austrian officer said,—‘ We 
have repulsed the attack, but have not gained the 
battle.’ 

“ The king bears his misfortune greatly, though 
it is the first of the kind he ever met with. Since liis 
arrival here he was pleased to descriljc to me the 
whole action of the IStli. lie says the posts the 
Austrians occupied were indeed too strong, but he 
docs not think them stronger than those he drove 
them from in the battle of Prague. He had too few 
infantry, and it was not the enemies’ soldiers, but 
their artillery (upwards of two liundi’ed and fifty 
cannon), well posted, that made liis men retire. 

“ He imputes the loss of this b.attlc to the ardour 
of his soldiers, who attacked tlic enemy in front, 
contrwy to his orders; for by the disjiosition he had 
made, his left wing only was to have attache^ the 
right of the Austrians in flank. I'liis tliey did with 
great success, took several batteries, and advanced 

• Mitchell Papi'M, vol. iii. 
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two hundred paces beyond ^eni; and having gained 
the flank of the enemy, puOhem in great confusion. 
From this right wing .he intended to have drawn 
troops to support the attack on the left, if there 
should be occasion; and by remaining in the posi¬ 
tion he had placed it in, the left of the enemy would 
have been kept in respect, and could not have acted. 
But the good effects of this disposition were entirely 
defeated by the too great ardour of his soldiers to¬ 
wards the centre, w^, unhappily seeing the progress 
the left wing was making, and eager to share in the 
victory which they began to think certain, attacked 
first a village, which lay a little to the centre of the 
Austrian army, which they took, and then the whole 
Prussian wing engaged, and was by that means ex¬ 
posed to the dreadful fire of the Austrian battery 
and lines, whose artillery were all charged ivith car¬ 
tridge shot. 

“ The cause of these misfortunes * is chiefly owing 
to the great success the king of Prussia’s army has 
had in eight successive battles against the Austrians, 
and particularly at the victory of Prague, which made 
his Prussian majesty sanguine that he could force 
them from the most advantageous position, and, in¬ 
deed, one must be more than man to be so abso¬ 
lutely free from presumption after such a series of 
success. 

“ 1 am informed that the king, unaccustomed to 
disappointment, was a good deal dejected after the 
battle. He has now recovered his spirits, and ap- 
pUes .as usual to business. I had yesterday a very 
long conversation with him. He talks very reason¬ 
ably and with gieat coolness upon the unhappy 

Other dispatches of Mitchell of the same day, vol. iii. 
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event. He sees, in the extent, what may be the 
consequences to him, his family, and to all Eu¬ 
rope; but he fears them not, and lias taken his 
party. He thinks another battle lost must end in 
his ruin, and therefore will be c&tious of venturing; 
but he will not lose a favourable oj)portunity. What 
chiefly distresses him is the number of liis enemies, 
and the attacks they are threatening in the different 
parts of his very extended dominions. 

“ Hie king said, ‘ I will no|r speak to you as 
a private man. You know my aversion to all sub¬ 
sidies,—that I ever refuse them. I thought, and I 
think still, it is too mean a footing for me to put my¬ 
self upon. Considering the great progi’oss of my 
enemies, I wish, however, to know, whether I may 
depend upon assistance, and how far, on the loss of 
my revenues ? I have still good hopes to be able to 
do Avithout any pecuniary assistance; and 1 give you 
my word, that nothing but absolute and irresistible 
necessity shall make me be any burthen to my allies; 
and the kinder their dispositions are, I will be the 
more cautious of abusing them.’ 

“ For nine months together,” adds Mitchell, “ in 
conse(iucnce of the internal dissension of England, 
the king has been answered with fair words. But in 
the situation his affairs now are in. there is no time 
to be lost; if England will not endeavour to save 
him, he must save himself as he can.” 
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CHAPTEll XXXIII. 

Death of the Mother of Frederick II.—His account of his Youth and 
Family Afikirs. 

On the 28th of June, ten daj-s after the battle 
of Kollio, died Sophia Dorothea, the mother of 
Iting Frederick. Mitchell spcak.s in several dis¬ 
patches of his unfeigned and profound soitow. 

“The king” (he writes on the 2nd of July*) “lias 
seen nobody since he has received this news, and 
I hear he is deeply afflicted. His grief, I am sure, 
is sincere; for never any man gave stronger marks 
of duty and affection than he has done on every oc¬ 
casion to his mother; and no mother ever deserved 
better of all her children than she did. 

" Yesterday, he continues on the 4th of July f, 
the king sent for me, which is the first time he had 
seen anybody since he received the ncivs of the death 
of his mother. I had the honour to remain with him 
some hours in his closet: I must own to, your lord- 
ship I was most sincerely affected to see him indulg¬ 
ing his grief, and giving way to the warmest filial 
affections by recalling to mind the many obligations 
be had to his late mother, and repeating to me her 
sufferings, and the manner in which she bore them, 
the good she did to every body, and the comfort ho 
had to have contributed to make the latter part of 
her life easy and agreeable. 

“ The king was pleased to tell me a great deal pf 
the private history of his family, and the manner in 

^Mitchell Papers, vol. iii. 
f Ib'd, vol. Ixi. to the let (?) July. 
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which he had been educated: owning;, at the same 
time, the loss ho felt fo^thc want of proper educa¬ 
tion: blaming his father, but Avith great,,candour 
and gentleness, and acknowledging that in hisyoutli 
he had been iHourdi, and deserved his father’s indig¬ 
nation, which, however, the late king, from the im¬ 
petuosity of his temper, had carried too far. lie 
told me, that by his mother’s persuasion, and that of 
his sister of Baircuth, he had given a Avriting, under 
his hand, declaring he never Avould marr}' any other 
person than the princess Emiliif of England; that 
this Avas very Avrong and had provoked his father. 
He said he could not excuse it, but from his youth 
and Avant of experience. That this 2)romi.se unhap¬ 
pily Avas discovered by the late queen Caroline, to 
AA'hom it Avas intrusted, having sIioavu or spoken of it 
to the late general Diemar. I le had betrayed the 
secret to Seckendorf, avIio told it to the king of Prus¬ 
sia. Upon this discovery, and his scheme of making 
his escape, his misfortunes followed. 

“ lie told me, Avilh regard to making his escape, 
that he had long been unhappy, and liardh’ used by 
his father. But Avhat made him resolve ui)ou it was, 
that one day his father struck him. and jmlled him 
by the hair, and in this dishevelled condition he Avas 
obliged to pass the parade; that, from that mcjinent, 
he Avas rcsolAed, cost Avhat it might, to A'cnture it. 

“ That during his imprisonment at Kiistrin, he 
had b'cen treated in the harshest manner, and 
brought to the Avindow to sec Katt beheaded, and 
that he had fainted aAvay. 

“ That ... * might have made his escape 

and saA'cd himself, the Danish minister having given 

* The space for the name is left blank in the M-S., but 
Raumei thinks it may be Katt. . 
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him notice; but he loitered, he believed, on account 
of some girl he was fond of* 

“ The king said, the happiest years of his life were 
those he spent at a house he had given 

to his brother, prince Henry. There he retired after 
his imprisonment, and remained till the d^ath of 
the late king. His chief amusement was study, and 
making up for the want of education by reading, 
making extracts, and conversing Avith sensible people 
and men of taste. ^ 

" The king talked much of the obligation he had 
to the queen his mother, and of his affection to his 
sister, the princess of Baireuth, with whom he had 
been bred. He observed, that the harmony which 
had been mentioned in his family was greatly owing 
to the education they had had, Avhich, though im¬ 
perfect and defective in many things, was good in 
this; that all the children had been brought up, not 
as princes, but as the children of private persons.” 


CHAPTEK XXXIV. 

Froderick on the State of Europe and the inactivity of England— 
Assent of Mitchell—Misfortune of the King—'His Letter to Mitchell 
on tlie conduct of the War in Lower Saxony—Mitchell to Holder- 
ness in defence of King Frederick—Conduct of the French—Neu¬ 
trality of Hanover—^Victory at Rosshneh—Holderness on the state 
of Parties in England—Reconciliation between Newcastle and Pitt 
—Renewed exertions of England—Victory at Leuthen—War against 
the Swedes. 

^fiTC II ell’s dispatches give very interesting infor¬ 
mation respecting Frederick’s state of mind, wishes, 
hopf s, and apprehensions, in the second half of the 


Without doubt, Rheinsberg. 



1757.1 Frederick’s qritical situatzok. 331 

erentful year of 1757. ^subjoin some extracts in 
chronological order. 

“The king said*, it was his opinion, that in order 
to procure a desirable peace, the utmost exertion of 
force must be continued on all sides. That this he 
was resolved to do, and he hoped his majesty would 
do the same. 

“ The king said he could not help thinking that 
the French intended so to manage matters as to pre¬ 
serve to themselves the arbitra^ of the adairs of 
Furope. That to secure this, they would make a 
war of show and parade, without acting vigorously; 
but M’lien other powers were exhaust('d, they would 
then take upon them, and give the law to the whole. 
That, if this could be prevented by timely negoti¬ 
ations, it was certainly for our interest and tlie good 
of the common cause to hinder the French from 
becoming tlic arbiters of Europe. 

“ The king flattered himself that England would, 
in this dangerous and critical conjuncture, exert 
her whole force to save herself and the liberties of 
Europe ; that she would indeed be the last undone, 
but her ruin was not less certain than that of the 
powers upon the Continent; that, after tlic great 
and noble efforts made in the days of the duke of 
Marlborough, to preserve the balance of power, and 
to curb the ambition of France, he could not per¬ 
suade himself that England should sit tamely still, 
and abandon what she had so long and so gloriously 
struggled for.” 

The king had, however, ground to complain of 
the inactivity of England. He said a few days 

Dispatch of 9th July. Mitchell Papers, vol. hi. 



332 


FREDERICK II. AND HIS TIMES. [CH. XJtXIV. 


'later*:—“ It was his misfortune to have allied him¬ 
self with England in, her decadence, and to have 
been used as no ally of England ever was. If, how¬ 
ever, he looked at the exertions of Great Britain in 
the Spanish and Austrian Succession wars, he con¬ 
cluded that it was not want of power, but .#&nt of 
inclination, and a hankering after the old system, 
that had occasioned these strange and, he thought, 
unjustifiable proceedings.’’ 

Mitchell himself was so dissatisfied with the con¬ 
duct of the English government, that he desired to 
be recalled. “ I have,” he writes on the 2Sth Jidy j-, 

seen the king of Prussia groat in prosperity, but 
greater still in adversity. 1 know his temper; his 
affairs arc in a most perilous situation^; he despises 
life, and therefore may be induced to attempt some¬ 
thing desperate.” 

After Mitchell, on the lUh August§, has clearly 
shown Frederick’s relation to Austria, France, 
Russia, and ihe army of the empire, he continues:— 
“ This is the true picture of his Prussian majesty’s 
most dangerous and almost desperate situation, 
which may probably end in the ruin of the house 
of Brandenburg, but with it will fall the liberty of 
mankind. The option, indeed, of being the slave of 
France or Austria will still be left. Pitiful alter¬ 
native !” 

Misfortunes, indeed, were crowded into these 
months. On the 26th July the French triumphed 
over Cumberland at Hastenbcck; on the 28th Ha- 
meln surrendered ;j on the 30th August Apraxin 
beat Marshal Lehwald at Grosz Jiigerndorf; on the 

* * Dispatch of 11th July. Mitchell Papers, vol. iii. t Ibid, 

t Dispatch of 7th August. Ibid. § Ibid. 
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7tli September Nadasdi overcame General Winter- . 
fold at Giirlitz; on the 13tli tlic Swedes entered 
Pomerania; and on. the Sth September the igno¬ 
minious treaty of Klostcr-Scven was concluded by 
the mediation of Lynar, by wliicli the wliolc of 
Gcrinajiy, as far as the Elbe, was given up to the 
French. 

About this time King Frederick wrote to Mitchell*: 
—“ 1 have learned, my dear sir, all the details of 
the unfortunate aifair at Uamelu. They quite jus¬ 
tify the j)ro])ositions which I made to you at Lelt- 
lueritz. The English will neither support their 
operations by sea, nor the war by land. 1 feel like 
the last eham])ion of the League, ready to combat, 
if necessary, even on the ruins of my country. We 
must still have patience to seethe result of what will 
hajqjcn here. It is certain I do not cause any delay 
in the war, but there are dilliculties to vanquish 
which cannot be overcome except by patience. I 
may say fortune follows Ca'sar, but Cato follows 
Pompey. At present, 1 want the fortune of Caisar, 
and notwithstanding that, all the obstacles will not 
be removed. 1 hope soon to write to you in less 
vague terms, and give you information, botli more 
])rccise and more decisive.’’ 

On the 2Sth August. Mitcliell ivrites to Lord Hol- 
derness:—“ England is cheated, and its ministers 
du])cd, by Hanover. What a pitiful figure will they 
make in England ! The most notorious breach of 
faith has been wantonly committed, to support a 
weak, ill-judged, and ineffectual measure. You know 
what has haiipcned. Why was not the king of 

* Writti'n liy his own band from Dresden, without a date. Mitchell 
Pafets, vot. xl. 
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Prussia previously consulted? I can answer with 
my head, he would have yielded to any reasonable 
proposal for the safety of Hanover. 

“ What will posterity say of an administration 
that madeishe treaty of Westminster for the safety 
of Hanover, and suffered the Hanoverian .M^isters 
to say openly, that they have no treaty with'thc king 
of Prussia; nay, have suffered them to betray that 
prince, who has risked all to save them, and whose 
njisfortunes are owing to his generosity and good 
faith ? 

“ Let us have done with negotiating; after what 
has happened no man will trust us. I know not how 
to look the king of Prussia in the face; and honour, 
my lord, is not to bo purchased with money! 

“ Nothing (less) than a miracle or an absolute 
submission to France can save the king*. The loss 
of a battle will only anticipate the ruin of his coun¬ 
tries a few weeks; the winning of it cannot save 
him. 1 lose myself when I think of his situation. 
I see no salvation for him but in the arms of France. 
He assumes a gaiety and easiness not natural nor 
suited to his situation; but 1 can perceive a sensible 
alteration in his temper, which has made him do 
some harsh thingsf. He said, ' I have commenced 

* Letter of Slat August. Mitchell Papere, vol. xU 

f Letter of 30th Auguet. Mitchell Papers, vol. Ixiv. Amongst 
these harsh things may be reckoned the plundering of the palace of 
Count BrUhl, of which Mitchell disapproved. Letter of 1st November 
he says;—“I am sorry to tell your lordship that Count BrOhl’s home 
at Oroswits, near Herzberg, was plunder^, as it is said, by the king 
of Prussia’s orders; at least, he lodged in the house, and was present 
when it was done. Acts of private vengeance are always dishonour- 
-eble, unjust, and impolitic.” And in another letter he says:—" It is 
a most dangerous example for himself, his subjects, and the army.” . 
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the war like a general; I will finish it like a par- 
tizan.’ 

“ The king never appears discouraged or discon- 
certed*; he even in public shows a cheerfulness and 
easiness of mind difficult to be maintained in such 
circunii^nces. 

“ The French everywhere levy military contri¬ 
butions. Their intention is to ruin Germany, and 
to destroy both friend and foe ; for they have treated 
the elector of 3laycnce’s sulyects no better than^ic 
others. It was saidf, that for the debts contracted 
in this town, when the people asked payment, they 
insolently answered, ‘ How! these burghers of Ger¬ 
many pretend to keep accounts V 

“The king said, ‘This neutrality bf Hanover is 
infamous, and has been negotiated by the Hano¬ 
verians through the court of Denmark;!;. The king 
has lost that fermele he once had. The canaille of 
Hanover have done this. They have not saved their 
country, and they betray their protector. I’hc 
Swedes have taken the bailliagcs belonging to your 
master (the king of England) in Pomerania.’ I ob¬ 
served to the king of Ptnssia, that no English mi¬ 
nister had been consulted in this affair§. He an¬ 
swered, ‘ I believe it; but the damage done to me 
and the common cause is the same, and you have 
been a witness of the sincerity with which I have 
acted.’ ” 

Lord Holderncss joined in these complaints against 
the ministry, and of the foUy and treachery of its 

• Letter of 17th Septemlier. Mitchell Papers, vol. iii. 
t Second letter of 17th September. Hud. 

X Letter of 19th September. Ibid., vol. Ixiv. 

'$ Letter of 15th October. Ibid., voL lotviii. 
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administration*. The first relief, however, did not 
come from England, but from the king himself; his 
victory at Rossbach on the 5th ifovcmbcr surpassed 
all expectations, and awakened even in many of his 
opponenta%sense of German^nour and patriotisDi, 
which ought to be constantly kept in view- as Hhe 
guide of all our internal policy. The dissensions of 
the Germans among themselves formed the darkest 
and the most disgusting of the features of the Seven 
ars’ war. 

The French,” says Mitchellf, "have taken away 
all horses and carriages, and have so ruined the 
country, that it would have been impossible to follow 
them, had the king thought proper to attempt it.” 

A still ni^e decisive circumstance was, that 
Frederick was pressed in other quarters by greater 
dangers, and the one victory by Rossbach was 
gained over only one of many enemies. On the 16th 
October Haddick laid Berlin under contribution; 
on the 12th November Nadasdi took Schweidnitz; 
and on the 22nd prince Charles of Lorraine and 
Eaun triumphed over Bevern at Breslau. 

Mitchell|, therefore, again extols the exertions of 
Frederick, complains bitterly of his situation, and 
says, “ That, during the whoje campaign, England 
had done nothing, and the strength of the nation 
was melted away in faction.” 

Respecting the latter. Lord Holderness writes on 
the 15th December, 1757 §:—“ The two great parties 
in this kingdom consist properly in the court party, 
under the duke of Newcastle, and the opposition, 

* Letter of 16th September, Mitchell Fapen, vol. xxix. 
f Diepaich of 16th November, Ibid., vol. iv. 

} Letter of 2Sth November. Ibid. ^ .Ibid., vol. xxix. 
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undef Mr. Pitt and his friends. The subdivisionai 
of the court party were the old Whigs, the remains of 
Sir Robert Walp*ole’s friends, and those who had 
personally attachcd tlicmschxs to the duke, or the 
minister Fox, avowtijjly supported by th^. The op- 
positioh consisted of the Lciccstcrshirc-housc people, 
the Femains of the old opposition, and the Tories. 
The opposition had got such an ascendency over the 
generality of the minds of the people, by laying all 
the ill-success of the war upon the administration, 
tliat, after the secession of Mr. Fox and his friends, 
it was absolutely impossible for the duke of New¬ 
castle to stem the torrent. It was therefore judged 
proper for him and the lord chancellor to retire from 
business, and had they consented, S' shoidd have 
made my retreat likewise. But the reasons that 
were urged b}' the party to dissuade me from it were 
too strong to be resisted. 1 was the only on% that 
had any degree of experience in the public routine 
of business, and besides, it was thought right to 
have one in the service, as a kind of hostage, for the 
support of measures the king had at heart, to keep 
the door open for the party to have access to the 
closet, and to check the new people, in case they 
should mean to push their popularity, and lower the 
crown beyond the bounds of decency. It was there¬ 
fore determined for me, by my friends, that I should 
remain in office, but avowedly without connecting 
myself with the new people, or without breaking, in 
the least degree, the strict alliance that I had con¬ 
cluded with the duke of Newcastle and his party. 

" Thus I remained, and agreed with Pitt, at least 
with regard to the Prussian alliance, and saw the 
danger il might be exposed to by some foreigpi 

Q 
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^uncils. A motley administration, however, re> 
tnained, without a majority in parliament, or tho 
confidence of the closet. 

“ Various negotiations were at this time under¬ 
taken for jEbihiiing a new administration. The duke 
of Newcastle determined not to join with F^x, and 
could not agree upon terras with Pitt, till it 

was resolved that Fox should undertake the admi¬ 
nistration. For many reasons, I drew into the back- 
grwnd, and they concluded the whole strength of 
thffnation was joining against them. Those who 
thought so were in the right. However, they held 
a council the day following, and some warm heads 
among them determined the rest to risk a trial, and 
the Saturday^as the day appointed for the new 
ministry to enter into office. But an accident gave 
an opportunity for a representation to be made to 
the king, and showed his majesty how much he had 
been misled. A message was immediately sent to 
the duke of Newcastle, and the present administra¬ 
tion formed in consequence of it, the basis of Avhich 
is the mutual interest of the two leaders: neither 
can govern without the assistance of the other; but 
as long as cordiality exists between them, the king's 
affairs will be carried on here with vigour and una¬ 
nimity.” 

This reconciliation of Newcastle and Pitt bad 
Buch happy consequences, that Lord Barrington 
poon after writes to Mitchell*:—“ 1 never remember 
this country so much united in its politics, or in so 
, good-humour with the ministers. Both parliament 
and people are ready to give the utmost farthing 
for the support of the war in Germany, confiding in 

* LMteioC Util DaoMBliot. 1757. HMchefi Papen, v«l. sxxi. 
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the king of Prussia there, and in the government^' 
here, that what is given will be well employed.” 

Having acquired fresh courage, Lord Holdemess 
reproves Mitchell for his despondency*.. He asks, 
supposing his letters Vcrc to be laid belbre parlia¬ 
ment, in which, in contradiction with himself, he 
says w^ing can save the king of Prussia; and then 
again requires that England shall make double 
exertions in his support. 

“ The councils of a nation,” continues Holdern|||^, 

“ cannot be governed by starts like these. Now^ 
have an administration, we have likewise a plan ; 
that plan will be supported and followed, and not be 
diverted by small accidents, either in favour or in 
disfavour of the system adopted. The'firoposal now 
to send English troops to the Continent would be 
unpopular, and dissolve the administration. The 
efforts of England, though you call them nothing, 
are, in fact, immense. We take upon us the whole 
support of the king’s electoral army, of between 
40,000 and 50,(KX) men ; we propose to give a sub¬ 
sidy of four millions of crowns to the king of Prussia; 
we propose buying an alliance with the Danes, if it 
can be purchased; and if money can keep the 
Russians quiet, or stir the Ottoman Porte, it will 
not be spared.” 

These important changes in England were cer¬ 
tainly of advantage to Frederick, but the demands 
of England increased with its exertions; on which 
account the king one day said to Mitchell, he would 
not be governed by Mr. Pitt. “ I refiised,” said he, 

« being governed % kingsf.” Nor could Frederick 

• Letter of 21it December. Mitcbeil Paper*, toI. sziz. 
t Lettv of 6fh January, 17bS. IbU., voL tdv. 

Q 2 
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Obtain a compliance with his natural wish for an 
English fleet to enter the Baltic, and by serious 
measures, divert the danger which threatened on 
the part of Russia*. 

Frederick’s great victory at Leuthen on the 5th 
December had a more decisive influence all 
these circumstances; for though its immeflBPft re¬ 
sult was only to recover the possession of Silesia, it 
raised the king’s military reputation to the highest 
pitf^h, and established a conviction that heroic per¬ 
severance bears better fruits than base concession. ■ 

On the 25th December Mitchell writesf:—“ As 
the king has no view of conquest in this war, another 
consideratio^may determine him to think of safety, 
even in the imdst of success; and he cannot but be 
sensible that, by the late victory, he has reached the 
very summit of military glory, which it is impossible 
to surpass; nor will the gain of ten more battles add 
to his reputation, though the loss of one must undo 
it. Englapd must therefore interfere, and be active. 
When I reflect, my lord, upon the present unhappy 
state of Europe, that the two great powers of Ger¬ 
many have almost already ruined each other, whilst 
France looks on with dissimulated pleasure, faintly 
assisting the one, and perhaps stimulating the other, 
to accelerate the ruin of both, I am filled with the 
most melancholy apprehensions, convinced that the 
devastation of Germany is but one point of the sys¬ 
tem of France. Would that it were possible to re¬ 
concile Prussia and Austria, and direct them against 
France! Vain and impossible as this scheme may 
appear, it was approved of by him in a conversation 
before the battle of |’rague; and still I believe that 

* Mitchell Papen, vol. xii f Ibid., voL xxir. 
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more facility would be found on Ids part than onv 
that of the empress-queen.” 

On the 1 Ith of January, 1758, hlitchcll continues: 
—" I had an audience with the king at Breslau. I 
found him pleased and happy, but not eU^ed with 
the i^cat and almost incredible success of his arms. 
He tf^U'of the action of the 5th of December (Leu- 
then), and of what had followed since, with the mo¬ 
desty becoming a hero, whose magnanimity is not to 
be affected with the smiles nor with the frowns of 
fortune. 

" The disposition for the battle at Lcutheu was 
entirely the king's omi, and his orders were punc¬ 
tually obeyed. Some officers of the greatest expe¬ 
rience assure me, that it was impossirac to mend it. 
The troops, they say, marclied up to the enemy, 
with a countenance as if they had been going up to 
review. 

" The king is highly pleased with the conduct of 
his generals, Lehwald and Holstein, in the war 
against the Swedes. At Stockholm the people begin 
to murmur, and the spirit of party rages: tlie dif¬ 
ferent parties tear each other to pieces, and as the 
war was undertaken without the consent of the state, 
and is like to prove unfortunate, the whole blame is 
thrown against the advisers of that measure. ” 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

Letters of Peter and Catherine to Sir Charles Williams—Malad¬ 
ministration of the Russian Government—England’s danfods of 
Frederick—His Counter-declaration—The Fall of BeitueheiF— 
Catherine and the SchuwalotFs—Dispute between Catherine and 
Elisibeth—Catherine wishes to be separated from Peter and to 
leave Russia—French Intrigues—Elizabeth's hatred of Frederick. 

At the close of the year 1757, Frederick had, hy zeal 
and courage, so far restored his almost desperate 
affairs, that in the next campaign he might have 
been able victoriously to withstand his enemies, 
could he stffi have kept back the Russians. But 
this long-cherished hope entirely disappeared : nei¬ 
ther the recalled, and often deceived English ambas¬ 
sador, nor his successor Keith, were able to attain 
their object: for there was no question of impartial 
consideration, and when despicable means (generally 
bribery) hjd brought matters to an equipoise, the 
blind passion of Elizabeth decided against Ih'ussia. 

When Sir Charles Williams took leave at St. 
Petersburg on the 19th of August, 1757, he received 
two MS. letters from Peter and Catherine. The 
former says *, ‘f I do not doubt your attachment to 
my interests; they arc united to those of thfe king of 
England on more than one side. I hope that the 
common enemy of both nations will have cause to 
feel ifcone day.” 

Catherine writes, “ I have resolved to write to you, 
as I could not sec you to bid you farewell. My most 
sincere regrets accompany him whom 1 look upon as 


* Mitchell Papers, Tol. Is. 
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one of my best firicnds, and whose conduct has at¬ 
tracted both my esteem and my friendship. I shall 
never forget the obligations that I owe to you. To 
recompense you in a manner conformable to the no¬ 
bleness of your sentiments, I will show you what I 
will do: I will seize every occasion imaginable to 
bring back Russia to that which I recognise as its 
true interest; that is, to be intimately united to 
England. To give to it all possible human succour, 
and the ascendency which it ought to have for the 
benefit of all Europe, and especially for that of 
Russia, over their common enemy France, whose 
grandeur is the shame of Russia. I will study to 
put these sentiments in practice; on them I will 
build my glory, and will prove their solidity to the 
king your master. Be assured that one of the things 
I wish for most in this world is to see you return 
hither in triumph. I trust that one day the king 
your master will not refuse me the favour I ask, to 
let me sec you again. It cannot but rec^pund to his 
profit.” 

From these openly declared sentiments of the 
successor to the throne, it was very natural that 
Apraxin should return, when he heard that the em¬ 
press was ill, and tliat he in his turn should be dis¬ 
missed ^s soon as ever she recovered *. 

The Dutch ambassador, Du Swart, gives a cir¬ 
cumstantial account of the state of affairs at the 
court of St, Petersburg, from which I extract the 
following f:—“ At the commencement of last Vinter 
Iwan III. was brought to Schlussclbcrg, and after¬ 
wards to St. Petersburg, where he was placed in 
• RusiiiB, voL Ixvii. f October 16, 1757. Mitchell Pai)en, vol.xii. 
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a good hotlllllpelonging to the widow of secretary 
of the secret police (i^oisition secrete); ho is 
closely watcflbd; the empress had him brought to 
the winter palace, and saw him. She was dressed 
in man’s clothes. It is doubted whether t%, great 
duke and the great duchess will ascend the throne, 
or Iwan; or whether SchuwaloflF, who has acquired 
great power and immense wealth, is working for 
himself. 

"The state of society in Russia presents a frightful 
picture of licentiousness, disorder, and a dissolution 
of all the bonds of civil society. The empress hears 
and sees no one but theaSchuwaloffs: she inquires 
into nothing, proceeds in her old course of life, and 
has literally ^ven up the empire to be pillaged by 
everybody. Never was Russia in a more disorderly, 
dangerous, and lamentable condition. There is not 
the slightest trace left of good faith, honour, confi- 
tdence, shame, or equity. Nothing is seen but bound¬ 
less vanity and prodigality, which lead to ruin. The 
^d familieP-and the common people are oppressed 
in the most cruel manner by all these upstarts. The 
children of the most distinguished houses are com¬ 
pelled to marry persons of the meanest origin, who 
happen to be in favour. The empress is aware 
of the machinaHons and amours of Catherine and 
Poniatowski; she entertains for her and .Me great 
duke the most sovereign contempt; and the natioft 
detests the latter more and more every day,” 

When the Russians, notwithstanding this wretch¬ 
ed state of affairs, again began to move, Frederick 
renewed his complaints that England had not sent 
a fleet to the Baltic, or manifested more detepnina- 
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tion in Petersburg, and thereby of^cd the dan¬ 
ger *. He said, that when he entered into the treaty 
with the king of England, he did bdfieve that the 
English interest was stronger at tliat court than it 
has b^u found to be, and that it would have been 
supported in a better manner. 

“ As to the second point of sending English troops 
into Germany, when I urged the impossibility of 
raising more men, without ruining the manufactures, 
he laughed, and said, it was a strange mode of rea¬ 
soning to prefer considerations of trade and manu¬ 
factures to our own security and indej)endcncc. That 
we did not seem sensible chough of the danger to 
which England was exposed, if things went wrong 
upon the continent. That it was impdssible for him 
to resist the united forces of Europe. The king 
mentioned what England had done in 1702 and 
1740. The pretension of England that the king 
should send troops to Hanover, having the Itussians 
upon his back, was unjust and absurd. lie said, he 
would rather take no subsidies. ‘ I ha(^ taken my 
resolution,' said he,' which is not to touch any subsidy 
but in the case of extreme necessity. My affairs are 
now in a better situation than they were lately, and 
I shall be happy if 1 can restore them without sub¬ 
sidies. But my engagements wiA England con¬ 
tinue tl}^,8amc; and I will give every assistance in 
my power to the king of England.’ 

“ This magnanimous and generous resolution (not 
to be paralleled in the whole history of subsidies) is 
heightened to a degree of romance, when we con¬ 
sider the falling off of the public revenue, and that^ 
all ^vil expenses have for some time past been paid 

• Disratcl* of February, 1758. Mitchell Papew, toI. iv. 

4 3 
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in paper at Berlin. The king mil not in any case 
promise, by a treaty with England,-what lie might 
perhaps not be able tq fulfil: he is resolved, above 
aU things, to retain the full a^d uncontrolled use of> 
his army.” 

In reference to the Russians, Frederick still be¬ 
lieved that something might yet be done with them : 
money, he said, was the only prevailing argument 
in that country, and must be employed, whenever 
one wished to succeed in any point of consequence ; 
in particular Bestucheff ought to be again stimu¬ 
lated to exert himself*. But he had been ar¬ 
rested on the 25th of Fe]^ruary, with his wife, son, 
and secretary, and his papers put under sealf. The 
first reason was the affair of the war; the second, 
that Bestucheff was a friend of Peter, whom the 
other party at that time wished to exclude from the 
throne. 

;Keith s dispatch of the 14th March J gives further 
liarticulars of this important event; he says, “ The 
ifumediate.^etext was his having entered in some 
intrigue with Catherine; proofs of which were found 
in Apraxin'stpapers. Esterhazy and Hospital (the 
Austrian and French ambassadors) give law to 
court and town. They have Jikewise got the great 
duke absolutely in their hands; having in-order 
thereto alienated his affections from Cathj^e, who 
used to have great influence over him. It is sup¬ 
posed that one Brockdorf has been the instrument 
of this change, who ingratiated himself with his im¬ 
perial highness by encouraging him in all sorts of 

■ • KeitVg dispatch pf 27th January, 17?8. Russia, toI. Iviii. 

f Dispatch of 8th March. Mitchell Papers, vol. iy. 

} Russia, ypl. Ixviii., and Mitchell Papers, voL sxii. 
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debaucheries, and, m that light. Catherine had com¬ 
plained ^ him to the empress; but unfortunately her 
complaints were not listened to, her enemies having 
4akcn care, by false^^uggestions, to give the cm* 
pressed impressions of her, so that at present she 
is far^l^m being well at court.” 

“ When the news came here," writes Keith on the 
30th March ", “ of my being arrived at Warsaw, the 
French ambassador went to the vice-chancellor, and 
represented to him the necessity of losing no time; 
insisted that he and his friends should make their 
last push against Bestucheif immediately; that, if he 
did not agree to this propoi^al, he would go directly to 
Bcstucheff, and discover to him all that had ])a6scd, 
and join >vith him to break his (Woronzow’s) neck. 
Alarmed at this, the latter entered into the scheme, 
and the French ambajwsador well knew how to exrite 
the empress’s suspicion against Bcstiushcif. I'he lat^ 
ter, it is sdd, bears his misfortune with spirit, and 
defies his enemies to prove anything of consequenee 
against him.” 

“ Affairs with Catherine" (dispatch of I8th April) 

are not quite rightf. However, it is said the fa¬ 
vourite Schuwaloff has sent her a message to assure 
her that the empress will sec her soon, ^and that, 
upoa.,|I}er highness’s making a ssiall submission, 
everyddllg will be made up to her tnind. 

“ Catherine ” (dispatch of 28th April) “ has been 
all along in the greatest distress; ill with the em¬ 
press and still more with the great duke. She has 
received a very sensible mortification, the other 
dny, her favourite* bedchamber woman having bcc^^ 
taken from her and put under arrest. This, as 

* Ruftia, Tol. Iniii. f Ibid. 
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I hoar, occ|||sned an intervi^ betwees^^he ein* 
press and tSe great duchess, four^ays when, 
after strong expression $ti one side, al&d warm ex¬ 
postulations on the other, h^ highness fell at th^ 
empress’s feet, and told hcrrlhat she had hnn so 
unfortunate as to incur her majesty’s dis MM ure, 
though innocent, and had thereby drawn upon her¬ 
self so many, and so sensible mortifications as, joined 
to family quarrels, made her life a burtfien. She 
had but one favour to ask; that her majesty would 
allow her to retire out of Russia, and to pass the 
rest of her life with her mother, assuring the em¬ 
press, at the same time^ that if her majesty should 
think it for the interesf of the empire that the 
great duke should have another wife, neither she 
dor any of her family would make the sma^est ob¬ 
jection to it. The empress, ^they say, was greatly 
ifiFected with tips discourse, and talked with much 
'e softness than before, entering into several par- 
Tars with a,^rcater air of kindnefl#lhan she had 
le a lonlAime past; and when, in the conversa- 
^n, her m^ness was beginning to touch upon 
something relating to the great duke’s unkindness, 
who was present all the time, the empress made her 
a sign toehold her tongue, and in a low voice told 
her, that she nutet have another conversatm^with 
her alone. It is loped that a reconciliatioMRween 
jihem wiU soon be effected, Catherine havln^many 
friends amongst those of the first rank.” 

« She had for a time wholly retired; but Eliza¬ 
beth desired that she should appear in public,'and 
upon a promise, it was said, of everything gein^|i||lt 
^11 between them *. The French ambassador 

Dispatch of 23rd May. Russia, toI. bwiii. 
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de»vouri(^ intcrfi^ in everything, *811 Catherine 
has always rebufied him.” 

" I hear,” ^writes Keith ’ onlthc 14tli Jidy*, “ the 
great duke and she agf perfectly reconciled at the 
erpenitf^uf the French ambassador, whose bad of¬ 
fices Iw^ecn their highnesses have, upon this occa¬ 
sion, come to light.” 

Unforti^ately no advantage for FredeVick ensued 
from these quarrels and reconciliations. Schuwaloff, 
indeed, told Keith-f-:—“ The cmjircss had an abhor¬ 
rence to bloodshed, and was, upon that account, ex¬ 
tremely uneasy under the present circumstances of 
affairs; but to his very nat^'at answer, that nothing 
then was easier than to make peace according to the 
wishes of the king of Prussia, nothing further was. 
done.” *. 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 

Cumplaints respecting England—Reel'll! of Mileliell—War in Lower 
Soxonj-—Battle of Zorndorf—Behaviour of the Russians and Aus¬ 
trians—Frederick to the Margravine of Bairuth and to D’Argfiis— 
Campaign of 1739—Free battalionij—Relation of Russia and Aus¬ 
tria—Peter, Elizabeth, Favourites—Views of France—4>ouis XV. 
MadaiMl^nipadour—Negotiations for Pcii('ar|||tUupleaEaiit situa- 
tiun ufl|H|fick—Frederick to the King of Eifgl ind—Demands of'* 
EngUnwR^rdinand of Brunswick—Voltaire—Battle of Leignita 
—Ftideriek on Providence and Fate—Frederick's Courage. 

SiNCB the union of the two parties, England was 
certainly much more active than previously; her 
cift^l^ were, however, almost entirely directed against 

* Dispatch of 23r(l May. Ditto of 12th Df;c(fntber. 
f Diipateh of 12th May. Ibid. 
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France, scarcely any good was by^s means 

effected for the king of i^russia. Accordingly Mar¬ 
shal Keith wrote to Mftchell, on the l(?th February, 
1758 *: “ When the Englishshave drunk ten bottlea 
of beer to the king of Prussia’s health, at h^i birth¬ 
day, they think they have done all that ho|^r re¬ 
quires for such an ally. They wish their pockets may 
pay for their skins. What a shameful opinion the 
world must have of them! their heads are not be^er 
than their hearts. Ten thousand men might, perhaps, 
save them this year, when all the power of England 
will not be able to do^it the next; for when once we 
are ruined, their turn will soon follow. At last, if 
things go better than I expect, we shall have the 
■ glory of having saved the English, not th^^us.” 

In March, 1758, Mitchell was recalledlp but, in 
consequence^f a subsequeniJiresolution, he remained 
till matters #6jc settled. Keith writes on this sub- 
jbetf:—" The English ministers ai-e mad to call 
joumwaj^They are afraid of being served by one 
^ho actsAith candour and sincerity, ^nd choose 
rather to employ one who will flatter their indolence, 
than one who, having the good of his country more 
at heart than the favour of those who govern it, has 
perhaps" told them truths which they take for re¬ 
proaches. Foot country! what can it ein^t from 
people who dai-e not employ one honesPinan, for 
fear of discovering the difference between him and 
them ?” 

When Frederick II. received information that, in 
consequence of his dispatches, Mitchell had been 
called home|, he said to him, “ D<vyou know,’my 

• Mitchell papem, vol. xixiii. f The 20th March, Ibid, 
t In April, Ibid., toI. Inv. p. 121. 
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friend, tl^ you are recalled 7 I belicl^ that Mr. 
Pitt is turned mad.” 

The king was again obliged, and with justice, to 
idlusc the request that- he would send troops into 
Lower j^xony. He said* * * § :—“ If he had the good 
fortune^'to beat the Austrians, perhaps they might 
make a separate peace; in which case, he had no 
objection to act offensively against France; and it 
would give him great pleasure if, before he died, he 
could carry a flambeau to the gates of Paris.” 

. This inclination might arise from a love of fame, 
and attachment to Germany, as well as from anger 
at the arbitrary conduct of .^hc French. The latter 
foolishly saidf, “ I'he inhabitants of Halbcrstadt had 
been guU^ of high treason, by receiving a Prussian 
garrisoh^t'o their town.” 

At the same time the dangers increased from the 
advance of the Russians. They conq^ared Prussia,, 
and, without any regard to remonstrances, they passed 
through the republic of Poland];. Th(|^ustriAns, 
therefore, proposed, either through si^cion or 
self-interest, that the Russian army should occupy 
Prussia, only in the name of Maria Theresa§; for 
tliis would make the matter easier for them, inas¬ 
much as Russia was expected only to act as an aux¬ 
iliary. this Elizabeth replied, “'That, after the 
declaratMnl of Frederick, she considered herself as 
a principal in the war.” 

It was not till the hardly-won battle of Zorndorf, 
on the 25th August, 1758, forced the Russians back, 

* The lUh April. Mitchell Papers, vul. Ixir. p. 121. 

t Ilisfltitch of 22n(l January. Ibid., toI. iv. 

J Dispatch of 15th April. Ibid., vol. xxiv. 

§ The 17tb April, Ibid. 
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ihatMitehell, in Ms dispatch*, docs ju^cetoi)^ 
bravc^ of the Russians, complains thed.t^Pru8sian 
left wing did not do its duty, and thRt*he cruelty of 
the Cossacks and Calmucks was the cause that the 
soldiers very rarely gave quarter. “ The kiijg,”, he 
says, “ exposed himself to the greatest dangers. I 
was a witness of some of them; and I am informed 
that, when the infantry on the left wing began to 
give way, he bravely took the colours in his ^n 
hand, and led them on.” 

After tMs hard-earned victory, and when thje 
Austrians were already in Lusatia, Mitchell, accord¬ 
ing to his instructions, was obliged to repeat the 
demand, which it was impossible to comply with, for 
sending a corps of troops into Lower Saxqiuf. The 
king was, with justice, impatient, and 1c|^^^nted 
Ms own situn^n in such a convincing manner) that 
Mitchell wa^^ient. Frederick, however, wrote to 
prince Ferditiand of Brunswickf, that he would leave 
Mm the cavalry if a battle was to be expected, but 
that he slIlMld send it back if the campaign was to 
pass over in marches and encampments. 

In Mitchell’s dispatches^ there arc but too many 
testimonies of the cruelty of the Russians, laying 
r waste the country, burning the villages, &c. “ The 
Austrians,” he- says, in andther place, “ are not in¬ 
deed so bad as the Russians, but the pee^e of this 
country (Saxony) are much out of humour witli 
them. Some of their generals have treated the 
peasants in Lusatia with great sharpness § ; and, not 
contented to pillage them, have insolently upbraided 

* Dispatch of 26th August. Mitchell pjljSi, vol. ir. 
t Dispatch of 6th October. Ibid. t Ibid. 

§ Dispatch of 17th September. Ibid. 
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wij^the name of heretics. This^^^ias^had" 4 
wonderful efl|pct among the lower peojile; wlioj in 
general, are much better disposed to the PrassiRna 
than to the Austrians.” 

Frederick would very willingly have concluded 
peace, yet he was, probably, of opinion that it was 
imprudent to seek it urgently, and thus to excite 
among his enemies a suspicion that he was dis- 
coteaged. He therefore, answered his sister, the 
Margravine of Baireuth, who had written him a 
letter of a political natm’C*:—“ I highly approve of 
your good intentions, but I must tell you that I am 
like a carp. If the French, Austrians, and Russians 
have anything to say, they have but to speak; but, 
as for ra^jL am content with beating them and hold¬ 
ing m;^^hgue. Heaven grant that I may learn 
good' rifews of my sister! This intei^lts me more 
than all the negotiations in the worla!?^With equal 
spirit Pitt expressed himself:—" Wlmn peace shall 
be proper to come under consideration, ^ peace of 
Utrecht Avill again stain the annals of En^andf.” 

Yet the firm resolution of the king, not to submit 
to any unworthy conditions, could not revive the 
gaiety and cheerful courage of youth; the glory of 
resisting Europe, whicl^ was foolishly and blindly 
combined against him, was accompanied with bitter 
feelings, tfe ’thc king’s letters to D’ArgensJ show in 
an affecting manner. Thus he writes:—“ In a word, 
my dear marquis, I am old, melancholy, and out of 
temper. Some rays of my former good-humour re¬ 
turn occasionally, but they arc sparks which vanish 

* Letter^VR!4th Auguit. Mitchell Paper*, roU iv. 

f Pitt to Mitchell, 12th June, 1759. Ibid, vo). xxx. 

I Letters of 1759-60. (Euvres Posth., vol. x. 200,204, 210, 21.1. 
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for want of a focui; they are flashes of^htning,, 
which dart through the gloomy cloudf. I tell you 
■the truth. If you were to see me, you would not 
recognise the traces of what 1 formerly was. You 
would see an old man, becoming grey, deprived of 
half his teeth; without gaiety, without fire, without 
imagination. For these four years I have been in 
purgatory; if there is another life, the Almighty 
should give me credit foj what 1 have suflerediin 
this. I wish you everything, that I want, to be 
happy; tranquillity, repose, content, and health. I 
have nothing left. My constitution is impaired; 
fortune, health, gaiety, and youth, abandon me; I 
am fit for nothing but to people the domains of 
Proserpine. Ah, how greatly docs the^|hflol of 
adversity tend to make a man prudenl^l^erate, 
patient, and^B^d! It is a dreadful trial, out when 
once overcoml; it is profitable for the remainder of 
life.” 

In the ;^ar 1759 the king was reduced to act al¬ 
most entirely on the defensive*, and the defeat of 
Kiinersdorf brought him to the brink of destruction. 
I shall take the liberty of adding the following ex¬ 
tracts from the very scanty and unconnected dis¬ 
patches of the ambassadors, &c. 

“ The king has opened this campaign pn the de¬ 
fensive plan, in the execution of which he has shown 
himself so much superior to his enemicsf, as all man¬ 
kind allow him to be in a defensive war. Daun, at 


* With ie«i<ect to the excesses of the Russians,, the king eomplahu 
of the “ Brigands d’Astracan et de CamehapkBl|||atittes in his own 
hand-writing to Mitchell, 15th Nosemher, 1760/ Mitchell Pa|ier8, 
Tol. xl. 

t Dispatches of 23id and 24th June, 17S9. Ibid., eol. W. 



CAMPAIGN OP 1759. 


355 


1759.] 

the head of an amy more than double the Prussian^ 
has done nothing; his magazines have been de¬ 
stroyed, his plans of operations disconcerted, Sdc. 

" The ten free battalions, whom the king enlisted, 
are composed, it is true, of all the riff-raff of German 
and French deserters*, but they have done excellent 
service in covering the flanks and rear of the army; 
and, as their duty is hard, they are not extremely 
sc^pulous in point of military discipline.” 

“ I am well informed that the Russian generals 
arc highly offended with the conduct of the Aus¬ 
trians ; and the bare looking at a mapf will show 
the absurdity, 1 had almost said the treachery, of 
Daun, who, with a prodigious army well supplied 
with i^n^ ^X hing, has been a spectator of the cam- 
paign-ifl^p the hills of Lusatia, which province he 
has totafty ruined. And last of all, he has suffered 
Prince Henry to get into the heart oi Saxony, and 
to make that country the seat of the war; by which 
chain of traits it plainly appears that t^c court of 
Vienna think only of themselves, leaving only to 
their allies the honour and glory to fight for them, 
or to be ruined by them. Of this truth France is 
already convinced, and I hope the eyes of Russia 
will soon be opened.” - 

“ The king wishes to make peace with the Rus¬ 
sians, His notion is to begin flattering the Russian 
vanity, and talking much of their successes J; then 
you may endeavour to raise a jealousy and diffi¬ 
dence of their allies, and the pecuniary insinuations 

Th^th May. Mitchell Paper*, vol. ir, 

18th October. Ibid., vol.v. 
t The 15th November. Ibid. 
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be ni«^.^g)|^rhand to their dependents or 
co^aants; for this purpose he has set apart 150,000 

’^Sphe Russians are tired of the war, and have 
misunderstandings with Austria. Private disputes 
are going on in the court between the old favourite 
Kusumowsky, and the new favourite Schuwalofff. 
The great duke Peter sent a message to the empress, 
representing that he was now come to a certain age 
when he might be thought capable to judge for him¬ 
self j;. He could no longer submit to the restrained 
way of Imng to which her majesty was pleased to 
subject him, and therefore desired leave to retire to 
his o\vn domain. The empress was at first extremely 
oflfended at this step, and desired him to give in his 
reasons in writing; but I hear the matter ^s-been 
made up and hushed. The empress is often unwell, 
and they say has epileptic fits. 

“ All the hopes of peace, which the Russian mi¬ 
nisters excite, and all their talking, leads to nothing. 
Tlie empress said to the Austrian ambassador, ‘ That, 
though she was very slow in taking her resolutions, 
yet she was very steady in them§, and that she was 
determined to carry on the war, at all events, in 
conjunction with her allies, even if she should bo 
compelled to sell her clothes and jewels.’ ” 

As in Russia female caprice and the humour of 
favourites triumphed over all the argument«.of sound 
policy, so also was essential^ the case in France. 

* The 29th January, 1760. Mitchell Papers, vel. v. 
t Dispatch from St. Peterabur); of 3rd July, 17 59.^ R ussia, vol. Ixix. 

Ditto of &th January, 1759. * 

J Ditto of 1st January, 1760. Ibid., vol. Izx. 
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'* From the information which say^&e* 

derick*, “ the court of Versailles is complete^ go¬ 
verned by passion and caprice. The dauphl|||il!|^ 
Madame de Pompadour arc at the head of’The 
intrigues. The duke of Choiseul is a complete 
Austrian, and Marshal Bellcisle is grown old.” 

“ M. D’Affry, the French ambassador at the 
Haguef, had said: ‘ In our negotiations we must 
separate our own affairs from those of our allies, and 
in the end make them also come to an agreement, 
Avithout which avc shall never arrive at the conclu¬ 
sion ; with a number of albes in our train, we shall 
never come to an end.’ ” 

The English ambassador Yorke, by desire of Lord 
Holderne^s, asked the French ambassador D’Affry: 
“ SuppoUng England and France had in a manner 
agreed upon their dispute, whether he meant 
(thought) the war should continue in’Germany and 
thpy continue to act in fa^mur of their allies, against 
the king of England and the king of Prussia ?” To 
this D’Affry replied: “ Do you think tha£ we should 
be so foolish as to throw aAvay our money and ruin 
our army in such a case ?” Besides this, he let drop 
that he did not know what they thought at Vienna; 
where, as we knew, they were never pleased with 
ideas of peace. 

An anonymous letter from Paris saysj:—“ The 
king changes so fast, that I may truly say he grows 
old, lean, and mclansiioly. The dauphin amuses 
himself with singing mass with Madame de Marsan, 
who, by that means, is a gieat favourite. Madame 

* Dispatclffif 12th February. Mitchell Papers, toI. v. 

f Diapatvhes of 25th January and 4th March. Ibid., toL xt. 

{ Letter of 20th February, 1760. Ibid. 
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^de Jfompado|^ coittnues as much in the king’s 
favour as and governs ever^hing. She con- 
tiijues,.to be honoured with the empress-queen’s 
co^spondencc, and her imperial majesty writes her 
such letters as arc suited to flatter her pride and 
vanity, and to increase the friendship that so happily 
“mbsisls between them for the good of the two states. 
This word is expressly used, and it pleased the king 
as much as it does Madame de Pompadour. By 
such means, and by the servile court Count Stah- 
remberg pays her, she still continues to be in the 
interest of that court. Everything here is brought 
about by intrigues and cabals. Everybody thinks 
how to raise himself, or to destroy his enemies. 
Nobody has the pubbc good at heart.” 

England had nut manifested any inclihfition to 
accept of the Spanish mediation in its court with 
France*. thiVthe Spanish minister Wall said 
to the earl of Bristol, that it was a thorough mortifi¬ 
cation to him to perceive that the king of Spain was 
thought to be inclined to the French interest; for 
what the Spanish king meant by offering his inter¬ 
vention was, by comparing the different pretensions 
of England and France, to see if it was possible to 
establish peace between jhe two crowns; and that 
the Catholic king never meant to dictate to one or 
the other of these powers what each might insist on, 
or where he expected either should relinquish hii 
claims. 

From a letter of the duke oFChoiseul to D’Affiryf, 
we learn, that France was inclined to end the war 
both by sea and land; but soon after- |ie added, that 

* INipaich of llih Febraaiy, 1760. Hitdwll Papen, toL xt. 
t piipiteliMofSlMliaichaadllthofiLpnl. Ibid. 
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* 

if the king of England persidid ii^j^cludin^ho „ 
king of Frusaia id the peace, he would, to the ^at 
grief of his most Christian majesty, frustrate all tkewe 
negotiations. A secret declaration, which Fredei^- 
received from Paris on the 19th of March, was more 
favourable;'‘but from this equivocal conduct it is 
extremely difficult to decide whether the court of 
Versailles was more inclined to hold out false expec¬ 
tations, and in the end to deceive Prussia and Eng¬ 
land, or Russia and Austria. Lord Holderncss, ac¬ 
cordingly, desired Yorke to say to D’AfFry, that in 
every case the king of Prussia must be included in 
the negotiations and in the peace. 

“The king,” writes Mitchell*, “ will do every¬ 
thing man can do; but his country is exhausted; 
instruments of action are wanting; his best officers 
killed or prisoners; and it is with the deepest con¬ 
cern 1 am forced to own, that a general discourage¬ 
ment reigns through the whole army, from the false 
influence of which his Prussian majesty is perhaps 
the only person exempted. If England does not 
find means to detach France from the alliance, and 
to curb the power of Russia, the only opportunity of 
serving the king of Prussia will, I fear, be irretriev¬ 
ably lost.” 

On the 20th of May, Frederick addressed a letter 
from his camp at Meissen to the king of England f: 

Sir, good brother, it is well known to your 
majesty, that fortune 1^ shown me but little favour 
wi^hi the preceding year; and that I have been al¬ 
most annihilated by the infinitely superior number 
of the enemy ».,and, notwithi^an^ng the pains that 

* Ui«p*teh of 16th Jomiaiv. Mitchell Fspen, vol. r. 
t IfaULToLs*. 
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hai^ been t^|||n, ilNras iiiip'0Bdl||^M^;l|>i 
js^iic 



njense losses^ich 1 sustained 

The number* of epemieE is 
ml^; on the contrary,'! fear that 
all their strength to make thems^ves ibrmi^bh 
this year. These weighty reasons have^pbliged me 
^ see immediately to the preservation of my own 
territories; to recall a body of cavalry which was 
serving in tlie army of the allies, and yet thismum- 
ber is by no means sufficient to secure me from t]^ 
dangers by which I am threatened ; but I shall be 
extremely culpable if I do not employ all &ft.means 
which God has placed in my reach to defend n^ystdf: 
very weighty reasons have compelled me to take this 
^art. If events should take a favourable turn, or 
some fortunate circumstance should arise, 1 should 
not require being called upon again to send the same 
number.of troops%) the allied army. The allies are 
three against four, that is to say, 90,000 men^a gaina t 
120,000; I am now placed in the situation of as one 
a^inst two; andll plainly foresee all the evil which 
may happen to me, if 1 do not bring together in time 
all the feeble remedies which 1 can oppose to them. 
This will not in the least derange the measures of- 
prince Ferdinand, neithig^ will the interests of your 
majesty suffer by it. I am, with the highest consi¬ 
deration,” &c. 

On the 12th of February, 1760, Mit^ell wrilw 
respecting the young heredi^ry prince Ferdinand of 
Brunswick *:—“ This young hero, by the modesty 
and manliness of his behaviour, by his insensibility 
to flattery, and by an ^ffability which can flow from 
an honest heart only, has gi^cd the esteem and 
* Milchell Fafen, vol. v. 
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iiffecfiQli!0i?'’«Vdi|^ody liere, fiJlim king t<^ the 
lotteiM* Sifiler.lfe^ma. dcilllision to converse with, l^he 
fbrtBcr said of hhn; ‘ itif ^as the judgment ani d^ c 
^dltfd'senSe of a than of forty, and he has itta^^lo 
inach'progress in military science, that I might con- 
►fide to liim^thc command of my armies.’ ” 

*■“ The' king,” says Mitchell in another place’, 
“ owned with great candour, that he was sensible 
the army he had was not equal in goodness to what 
ke had brought into the Held in former years ; that 
one part-of his troops are only fit to be shown at a 
distaiH^ to the enemy, if possible to impose upon 
them: that the other part were discouraged and dis¬ 
pirited by the memory of the misfortunes of the last 
campaign; but that he would endeavour by degrees 
to bring them back to their former courage and in¬ 
trepidity. In the last year heJiad escaped entire 
ruin only by the misconduct of ms enemies *. But 
that errors in conduct were often corrected by expe¬ 
rience, and therefore he must nqjt reckon to profit of 
anything of that kind in the course of the present 
campaign.” 

"^hen Mitchell again urged the king to act in fa¬ 
vour of E^land, which, he said, “ was a faithful %lly 
and a generous and wcll4«fisposed people, the king 
answered with some vivacity, that though he was ac¬ 
countable to no parliament, yet he owed protection 
TO his suigects, whom he was obliged to defend with 
his whole force. Th§t they would have reason to 
cfln^lain, if deprived of any part of it, in their pre¬ 
sent dangerous and critical situation; and that 
though he thought the e'l'^t of the campaign ex- 
tretnely difficult, yet he wished, whatever might 
• Dispulch of 23nl May, 1760. 

R 
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happ^n, to be free from any reproach on' the part of 
his own people.” 

The English government was so prudent and just 
declare, that the alliance with Prussia remained 
in full force, and that all the engagements which had 
been entered into would continue to be “punctually 
observed *. 


In the summer of 1760, Voltaire negotiated with 
the king about Avar and peace. Mitchell, at least, 
writes oh this subject f:—“I believe the court of 
France makes use of the artful pen of Voltaire to 
draw secrets from the king; and when that-prince 
writes as a wit and to a wit, he is capable of great 
indiscretions. But what surprizes me still more is, 
that whenever Voltaire’s name is mentioned, his 
majesty never fails to give him the epithets he may 
deserve, which are, the worst heart and greatest 
rascal now living, ^et, with all this, he continues to 
correspond with him. Such, in this prince, is the 
lust of praise, from a great and elegant writer, in 
which, however, he will be at last the dupe; for by 
what I hear from good authority, of Voltaire’s cha¬ 
racter, he Avill dissemble, but never can, or will, for¬ 
give the king what has passed between them.” 

“ After the brilliant victory at Liegnitz J, Frede¬ 
rick commended highly the beliaviour of the troops; 
and after having made some excellent reflections on 
the imperfections of human foresight, he ^d, “ Yotf* 
see how I have laboured to^my jiurpose to bring 
about the event that has now happened. The vic¬ 
tory I have gained is entirely owing to the bravery 


• The 28th October, llik Mitchell Papers, Tol. xv. 
f The Slst July. Ibid., toI. t. 

J l^e 20th August, ibid., rol. xxviii. 
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of my troops. Had I rcraained»in llie camp of X(icg- 
nitz, I should have be<Sn surrounded on all sides. 
Had 1 arrived but one quarter of an hour sooner 
(qu. or later?) on the field of battle, the event 
not have happened, and a few days would have put 
an end to the whole affair. The chief advantage 
that I had over the enemy was, that my army was 
formed before that of the enemy was quite ranged, 
and that by my knowledge of the ground I had got 
possession of the best position.’ ” 

“ I have had many disputes,” writes Mitchell 
soon after*, “ with the king upon the subject of Pro¬ 
vidence. The last was on the field of battle near 
Liegnitz, when he said he owed that victory to 
chance. I took the liberty to reply, that it was plain 
to me, if Providence had not given to his majesty a 
better understanding than to his enemies, he would 
not have been victorious that fJay. He answered 
with good-humour:—‘ I know that we do not quite 
agree upon that point, but at present so let it be, 
since you will have it so.’ ” 

The victory of Liegnitz, however, did not hinder 
the enemy from advancing to Wittenberg, nay, 
even to Berlin; wherefore Frederick, duly appre¬ 
ciating the greatness of the dangers that threatened 
him, wrote to D’Argens f a few days before the 
battle of Torgau:—“ I will never see the moment 
w<hich shall oblige me to make a disadvantageous 
peace. No persuasion, no eloquence, shall ever in- 
dace me to sign my own dishonour. I will cither 
suffer myself to be buried under the ruins of my 


t 

gau 


* The 1st November. ittifehell Papers, rul. r. 

Letter of 28th October, (Euvres Posth. x. p. 221. Battle of Tor- 
on the 5th November. 
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country, or if t^iis consolation appears too much to 
fate, which persecutes me, I shall know how to put 
ail end to my misfortunes when it will no longer be 
piispsible to endure them,. I have acted, and I continue 
to act, according to that internal sense, and the point 
of honour which guide all my steps; my conduct will 
at all times be conformable to these principles. 
After having sacrificed my youth to my father, my 
maphoodifo my country, I think that I have acquired 
a right tt dispose of my old age. I have told you, 
and I repeat it, my hand shall never sign a disgrace¬ 
ful peace. 

“ When everything is lost, when no hope is left, 
—^life is a disgrace, and death a duty.” 


CHAPTER XXXVII. 

Loi;g duratiun of the War—Negotiations for Peace—Choiseui—Cou. 
rage of Maria Theresa—Choiseui—Madame Pompadour—Louis 
the Fifteenth—War between Spain and England—Death of George 
the Second—^Thc Russians in Silesia—^The taking of Schweidnitz— 
Frederick’s unfavourable Situation—Meditations on Death—Sui¬ 
cide. 

Even those who are not convinced that Frederick 
was compelled to make war, mutt confess that its 
long duration is not to be attributed to him. There 
were certainly some negotiations for peace in 1761; 
but, the king of Prussia excepted, scarcely any party 
was in earnest; for in Austria hopes of success con¬ 
tinued to be cherished; passions still ruled in Russia; 
and Franco, probably, sought only to conceal its new 
connexion with Spain. 
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Mitchell writes *,—“ There arc everywhere proofs 
that Frederick wishes for “peace; but he will not 
seek it, and expose himself, that his proposals shoi^d 
be refused, or considered as tokens of weakness, -ife 
sends a certain Badenhaupt to Petersburg, whose 
brother was physician to the favourite Schuwaloff, to 
try to gain him.” 

In March, 1761, general proposals for the conclu¬ 
sion of peace were made by Austria, Bussia, France, 
and Poland, which England accepted f. f'rcdcrick 
declared himself ready to accede to the status quo of 
1756, and to agree to a general armistice. In the 
negotiations which look place in April between 
France and England, both parties desired at first to 
reserve the right of supporting Maria Theresa and 
Frederick, which would scarcely have brought about 
half a peace. Then it was proposed]; that each should 
only be allowed to assist their allies with money; 
but all these plans did not advance, while France re¬ 
doubled its activity at Madrid. The information of 
•this duplicity and new danger probably led England 
to speak more decidedly. In the instructions to the 
English ambassador, Mr. Stanley, of the ISth May, 
we find the following passage §:—“ If the duke of 
Choiscul shall touch the subject of the war of the 
king of Prussia, or even although that minister 
should be silent tni this head, you will take care to 
express our constant resolution to fulfil the engage¬ 
ments of our crown towards that prince, and to con¬ 
tinue as an auxiliary to support his interest with the 

* The 2Ut of December, 1760. Mitchell Papers, vul. v. 
t Dispatches of 26th March and 3rd April, 1761. France, vol. cxzi. 
Dispatches of 22nd April and 13th May. Mitchell Papers, vol. v. 

I Mitchell Papers, vol. xvi. § France, vol. exxi. 
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cordiality and efficacy of a sincere and faithful 
ally." w 

A dispatch of Mr. June, 1761, 

safs;—" I made in the strongest terms 

a declaration of his majesty’s intentions with regard 
to the king of Prussia, which he agreed to upon the 
condition that his master was to observe the same 
conduct in regard to the empress-queen: in talking 
of'^lK Austrian alliance, Choiseul said, ‘ It was not I 
Avho broufht it about.’ 

“ Since the affair of Damiens, the king has never 
been easy in his mind. If, when he is hunting, or 
on any occasion, he meets a person whom he did not 
use to sec, he starts and is extremely agitated. The 
provinces arc in great misery ; and though there is 
much luxury in this town, all persons arc deeply in 
debt. 

" Choiseul is a man of lively parts, but no educa¬ 
tion for business j frank enough in talk, meaning 
often what he says at the time, but fickle, very indis¬ 
creet, treats all affairs, even the highest, as matters 
of jest. He has got a credit with the king, quite in¬ 
dependent of the lady; he treats her often slightly, 
sometimes roughly, tells her she is as handsome as 
an angel ivhen she talks of affairs; bid her throw 
a memoir the other day into the fire; did not make 
the Austrian alliance, which was %onc by Cardinal 
Bernis; had expressed his dislike thereof to his con¬ 
fidants. He is envious of that court’s generally hated 
treaty, which was partly owing to the indiscreet ex¬ 
pressions of the king of Prussia about the mistress, 
and contempt of the cardinal’s verses most certainly. 

The duke of Choiseul related to Mr. Stanley *, 

* The 12th June. France, voi. exxi. 
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that as he was ambassador in Vienna, and Olmutz 
besieged, Maria Theresa said to liim, that she would 
defend herself to the uti^g^^d retire from town to 
town till she came to t|£w.t^Village in Hungacry. 
To which she added ott, udll you follow me 
there?’ ‘ My personal service,’ I replied, ‘ should 
attend your majesty to the utmost but I cannot 
answer that tlie king, my master, would go quite so 
far with you. How would your majesty^act ^en 
j’ou were driven to that exti'cmity P’ ‘ I ^ould,’ she 
said, ‘ send the king of Prussia a challenge to meet 
me in a post-chaise, with musket, powder, and ball; 
thus would we decide the quarrel in person.’ ‘ She 
would have kept her word.’ added the duke. I said 
tliat she was jp, great lady, a charming handsome 
lady, but that her favours were rather dear to those 
she honoured with them; that England could show 
an account of above forty millions. He laughed, 
saying, that their balance was likewise very great. 

“ The duke's intimate union with Madame de 
.Pomiiadour, and his first introduction into the mi¬ 
nistry (when he was joined to cardinal Bernis), has 
arisen from his sacrificing to her another lady, who 
was in terms with the king, for immediately supply¬ 
ing her place. I have heard that there ai‘c moments 
in which his majesty does not forgive the part he 
acted on that ibeasion, and that he has likewise 
sometimes been displeased at the familiarity with 
which the duke treats liim. But his excellency 
always has three circumstances greatly in his fa¬ 
vour :— * 

First, no man living wants amusement so much 
as the king of France. M. de Choiscul has the talent 
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of entertaining him, being indeed of the most lively 
and cheerful conversati;p^that 1 have met with. 

“ Secondly, He continues to carry on all his afiairs 
with the least pcrsgnal fatigue or trouble imagin¬ 
able to his majesty. 

“ Thirdly, He has so decided a resolution in every¬ 
thing‘which relates to his owm power or influence* 
that he braves and subdues all those who would op¬ 
pose him. 

""'The llnpress-queen writes private letters to Ma¬ 
dame Pompadour, in which she calls her ma cousine, 
she being now a duchess. When the count of Kau- 
nitz proposed this style of corresponding to her, he 
made some excuses for requiring so great a conde¬ 
scension. The queen replied only),. ‘ Why should 
I make any scruple; have not 1 flattered Farinelli?’ 

“ One day, as M. de Choiscul was conversing with 
Madame dc Pompadour upon my treaty, she said, 
that she had made a promise, with regard to a cer¬ 
tain point, to the empress-queen. His excellency 
replied, ‘ Bon, promesscs de femmes.’ ” 

In tinilh, however, the negotiations for peace made 
no progress ; on the contrary, Spain and France had 
already conducted an offensive and defensive alliance 
on the 15th August, which, however, was considered 
and treated at first as a profound secret. Yet the 
English government observed, thU the conduct of 
Spain became more and more cold and equivocal. On 
which account Lord Bristol put the question * to Mr. 
Wall, the Spanish minister: “ Whether the court of 
Madrid intended to join the French, and even to 
act hostilely against Great Britain, or to depart in 


* Dispatch of 29th December, 1761, Mitchell papers, vol. xvi. 
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any manner from its neutrality: a categorical answer 
is expected; otherwise a«refusal to Qomply will bo 
looked upon as an aggreslion on the part of Spain, 
and a declaration of war.” Way. answered*:—“ The 
spirit of haughtiness and of discord which dictated 
this inconsiderate step, and which, for the misfor¬ 
tune of mankind, still reigns so much in the British 
government, is what made, in the same instant, the 
declaration of war, and attacked the kinj^s digpity. 
Your excellency may think of retiring wain and in 
the manner that is convenient to you, which is the 
only answer tliat, without detaining you, his majesty 
has ordered me =to give you.” 

Meantime the Portuguese ambassador in London, 
on the ground, of more accurate information of the 
contents of the treaty f, had already applied for as¬ 
sistance, and, on the 4th January, 1762, England 
declared war against Spain. In this it was fully 
justified; for the boasting, the pretexts, and petty 
grounds of complaints, were brought forward by the 
court of Madrid only to cover its own hostile senti¬ 
ments and even hostile acts. The refusal to give an 
answer to the English question reminds us of the 
conduct of Austria in the year 1756, only the court 
of Vienna was more prudent in the choice of its 
words, and, with an equal desire for war, had not 
concluded a formal treaty against Prussia, as Spain 
had, in fact, done against England. 

However just the war declared by England against 
Spain might be. King Frederick indirectly suffered 
by it, insomuch as he could the less reckon upon 
British assistance in Germany, while the danger 

* Mitchell papen, vol. xvi. Dispatch of .30th December. 

I Dispatch vf 2‘Jtb December. 
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irom Bussia and Austria pressed harder upon him, 
and the dispvoportion .eii|Jiis resources to those of 
the enemy become more, and more evident. Some 
detached passages fi»m Mitchell’s papers will throw 
a light on this sulftet. 

" The death of George II. on the 25th October, 
T760,*was by no means a happy event for king Fre¬ 
derick. After speaking in praise of him to Mitchell, 
•he addei^' But you do not know, perhaps, that his 
late majesty had the goodness and magnanimity to 
pardon me the foolish verses which I wrote against 
him*.’ 

“ The Kussians in Silesia have committed all 
sorts of enormities and cruelticsf. It is reported 
that there have been misunderstandings and jea¬ 
lousies between the Austrian and Russian generals, 
arising partly from their disagreeing about the divi¬ 
sion of a contribution raised in Silesia, and partly 
from that antipathy which the Russian officers in 
general bear to the Austrians, who affect a sort of 
superiority which the others cannot brook.” 

“ On the 1st October, Schweidnitz was takenj. 
What the consequences may be is far beyond my 
•reach to conjecture, but I flatter myself that the 
•king, whose genius seems to acquire new vigour 
from adversity, will still be able to establish affairs 
in Silesia.” 

“ In the Prussian army every commander of a 
regiment is accurately acquainted with the strength 
of it§. 'Phe information respecting it goes to the 
icing, and comes then into the hands of the adjutant- 

* The 3rd July, I7C1. Mitchell papciii, vol. xsviii. 
t The 15th September, 1761. Ibid., vol. v. 

I The 10th October. Ibid. ^ The 25th November. Ibid. 
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general. But the accounts arc concealed from all 
the other generals, so th|| the king a^d the adjutant 
are the only persons that know exactly the real and 
effective strength of the whole^rtny; and this secret, 
which is considered as one of l|ie mysteries of the 
military art, has liitherto been very carefully kept. 
The king, in every campaign and in all his'armies, 
has discouraged correspondence u])on military af¬ 
fairs. The letters arc often stopped ai:^.qxamined, 
and officers suffer for their imprudence.’*^ 

‘‘ Accounts come from all (|uarlcrs* of the great 
devastations and tlic misery which the Russians and 
Austrians have brought upon romcrania, Silesia, 
and the Mark. Besides this, the debasement of the 
coin in Germany affords an infinite fund for dissen- 


sionj^iraud, and chicane, equally ruinous to the 
soverwgn and to the subject.” 

Frederick was sensible how difficult,—nay, how 
desperate, his situation was; thought seriously of 
death, and on the 1st December, 1761, wrote a 


speech of the Emperor Otho, after the battle of 
Bcdriacum, and on the 8th December, a .speech of 
Cato before his deathj. We arc entitled to believe 
that if he had not met with death on the field of 


battle, he was resolved, in case of extremity, to die 
by his own hand. 

It is unnecesfery to enumerate and enforce in this 
place the irrefragable arguments of Christianity 
against suicide; but'^thosc who bear with great tran¬ 
quillity the disgrace of an unworthy life have no 
right, on this account, to represent themselves as 
good Christians. Nay, even those who would wil- 


• The 25th November. t The 8th December. 

J (Euvres posthumes, viii. 26. 36. 
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lingly spin out to eternity the thread of their empty 
.and insignificant existence^ have here no right to 
pass sentence of condemnation, for they do not 
understand v^hat the question properly is, and 
measure things esientially different with the same 
standard. , Duo cum faciunt idem, non est idem. If 
a gamester, a bankrupt, no longer able to prolong 
his extravagant and worthless course of life, puts 
an end to it in a moment of despair, is ho to be 
placed on a level with Otho, Cato, and Frederick 
the Second ? 

The king's task was at an end as soon as he could 
no longer be a king, no longer a great king. For 
him, a life in dishonour was a complete impossibility. 
If this assertion implies that the tendency of his life 
was not perfectly conformable ivith the C^stian 
mode of thinking and acting, saints may sit Mjudg* 
ment, and condemn him, but not old women of both 
sexes. Had it been the will of God that Prussia 
should be reduced to a little electorate without spirit 
and energy, Frederick was not the man to direct the 
eternal monotony of the petty machine. Some other^ 
person was required for this ^purpose. Accordingly, 
he puts the following words into the mouth of Cato: 

‘ Le lage avec mepiis voit la mort aans la eraindre, 

Louez mon action, gardez-voua de m^laindie. 

Quand on voit iia patrie et sea amia pdrir, 

Un lache y pout turvivre, ua hiroa doit mourir.’ 

But it was otherwise decreed in the book of Fate. 
This noble monarch, who had dedicated his whole 
life to the weal of his people, who was about to 
sacrifice it for them, was not to pass unrewarded 
irom the scene of action; but she was at length sum- 
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moned away, who had but too long not only person¬ 
ally led an unworthy life, but had governed her 
people without judgment, and made war upon 
Prussia without reason. On the 5th January, 17G2, 
died Elizabeth, Czarina of Hussia,., 


CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

Death of the Empress Elizabeth—Peter 111. and Catherine—Measures 
of the Government—Elizabeth—Worunzow—Lestuc(|—Lord Bute 
—Altered Policy of Eu;;lanil—Frederick II. to Geurge 111.—Fre¬ 
derick and Peter III.—Frederick’s Hopes. 


“ The empress Elizabeth,” writes Mr. Keith on the 
5th Jan^y*, “ died this afternoon about two o’clock, 
^he was attacked on Saturday last, in the evening, 
with a violent hemorrhage, and from that moment 
her life was despaired of; however weak, she retained 
all her senses. But yesterday, finding herself going, 
she sent fur the great duke and duchess, and took 
leave of them with great marks of tenderness, and 
spoke several things with great presence of mind, 
and with equal resignation. 

“ As soon as the empress had breathed her last, 
the senate and tile other supreme colleges of the 
empire, who were assembled in the palace for that 
purpose, took the oaths to the emperor Peter III., 
and then the regiments of guards, according to their 
rank, who were drawn up before the windows. All' 
passed with the greatest order and tranquillity.” 


* Busiii*, Tol. IxxL 
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Three da 3'8 later Keith continues*:—“ On the 7th 
January the new sovereign received the compli¬ 
ments of the ambassadors, after which there was a 
dinner of a hundred persons, where everybody drew 
for their places, the emperor and empress included. 
The emperor came to me, and whispered to me, 
smiling, that he hoped I would be pleased with him 
now, as the night before he had dispatched couriers 
to the several leaders of the army, witli orders not 
to advance fiirth^ into the Prussian territories, and 
to abstain from all hostilities.” 

Keith having intimated that he wanted money, 
the English government placed 100,000?. at his dis¬ 
posal, and let him know verbally the objects for 
which he was to employ itf. 

On the 12th January Keith continues^:—“AU 
goes well. The emperor makes no secret 8f his in¬ 
tention to conclude peace with Prussia, and manifests 
his aversion to France, and to everything that comes 
from thence, and in consequence, has absolutely dis¬ 
missed the company of French comedians from his 
service. 

“ With respect to the interior of the empire, the 
emperor’s conduct hitherto has been such, as de¬ 
servedly has acquired the love and respect of his 
subjects. His favours have been bestowed upon 
very worthy persons, and have been conferred in the 
most gracious manner; and no one hardship of any 
kind has been put upon any person. The few even 
•that have lost their places have fallen in the gentlest 
manner. Old Lestocq and some others have been 
sot at liberty. The chancellor Woronzow enjoys 

* Dispatch of 6th June. Russia, vol. Ixzi. 
f Ditto of Gth February. Ibid. | Ibid. 
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the highest favour, and Count Gallizin has been 
appointed vice-chancellor. 

“ Business of all kinds goes much quicker than 
formerly*. The emperor enters into every branch 
himself, and in some affairs gives the proper orders, 
according to tlie representations brought him from 
the respective colleges, or the petitions of private 
persons; he also takes part in and decides upon fo¬ 
reign affairs^. On Thursday, having gone in great 
state to the senate for the first time, he did there 
declare tlic nobility and gentry of Bussia to be in 
every respect free, on the same footing with the no¬ 
bility oi‘ (jther kingdoms in Europe, with the liberty 
to enter into the service or not, at their choice, and 
wiilioiit any restraint of any kind; only that they 
sliall not enter into the service of any foreign power 
without the permission of the em])cror or his suc- 
f e‘-fi()rs. Your lordship may imagine with what as- 
tonisJuuent and pleasure the nobility received the 
uiK'xpectcd and royal boon, and with what inward 
satisfaction they felt themselves in one morning 
from slaves become free men, that is to say, really 
gentlemen. 

“ The emperor has also afforded relief to the poor 
by reducing the jtrices of salt. These acts of grace 
and magnanimity cannot fail of gaining the hearts 
of the subjects, and at the same time will raise the 
emperor’s character to the highest point of esteem 
in all Europe. 

“ The emperor talked very slightingly of the king 
of Poland, and with great invectives against Count 
Briihl; he called Kaunitz, and Bcstucheff, and 

Dispatch of ■30th January. Russia, vol. Ixxi, 
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Briihl, the three greatest incendiaries who had 
kindled the flame over Europe. 

“ It does not appear that the empress has any 
great degree of credit*, and the countess Elizabeth 
Woronzow, niece to the chancellor, though a de¬ 
clared mistress, does not, I believe, meddle in busi¬ 
ness. 

" Count Lestocq, though at the age of seventy- 
four years, has, after an imprisonment £ndr exile of 
fom-teen years^, Ifrought back with him the'vivacity 
of a man of twenty-five. The Munnichs, both father 
and son, are also set at liberty, and hopes arc enter¬ 
tained for the Biron family.” *' 

The accession of Peter III. was an invaluable ad¬ 
vantage to Frederick II. At the first, however, the 
king had some doubts of the turn that llussian policy 
might take, and nearly, at the same time, fell into a 
disagreement with England. 

After Pitt's retirement, and under the government 
of Lord Bute, unpleasant negotiations began on the 
payment of subsidies, and a separate peacej. Thus, 
for instance, the English government acted as if 
Frederick had entered into separate negotiations for 
peace with Austria, of which there is such an entir#* 
want of proofs, that it may be considered as a mere 
pretext. On this account Mitchell writes on the 
2 ist January:—“ The king's aversion to the court of 
Vienna has increased in proportion to his misfor¬ 
tunes, as appears by many of his actions, which seem 
rather to be guided by passion and resentment than 
by the dictates of reason and policy. 

* Di^patch of 30th January. Russia, vol. Ixxi. 
t Ditto of 12th Febtuaiy. Ibid. 

J Dispatchesof 12th and 21st January. Mitchell Papers, toL vi. 
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“ If I was less acquainted with the king of Prussia’s 
character, and considered onl)' the desperate state of 
his affairs, 1 should certainly conclude that ho was 
endeavouring hy every means to ])rocurc a peace 
that might save himself and his family from the im¬ 
minent danger that threatens them. And though 
I never imagined the king of Prussia to be bo ex¬ 
tremely scrupulous, as not to make use of the plea 
of necessity* when it can serve his puipose; yet I 
think he has too good an understtttnhng to risk the 
loss of the only ally he has, and of the only support 
ho can have, by attempting an absurdity; 1 mean, 
to trea^ without the king of England’s knowledge, 
and to his exclusion with the court of Vienna.’’ 

Meantime the news of the death of the empress 
Elizabeth was received, and Mitchell writes:— 
" Count Finkenstein thinks it imi) 0 S 8 ible to deter¬ 
mine what turn the court of llussia will take. The 
groat duke and duchess have hitherto declared 
friendship for the king of Prussia. Wliether the 
same sentiments may continue after they ascend the 
throne cannot yet be known. One thing I cannot 
help fearing, that the king of Prussia’s lively iinagi- 
-natiou, which generally carries him too far, may on 
this occasion lead him to abandon all thoughts of 
peace, if ever he had any.” 

The English ambassador Keith, af Petersburg, 
again received instructions to act in favour of 
Prussia. Mitchell writes «4o him :—“ When you 
dispatch a messenger, be as minute and ])articular 
as possible in your relation, both as to things and 
persons. You know the insatiable curiosity of the 
king of Prussia.” 

This curiosity was, in liis situation, extremely na- 
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tural; for the instructions given by him show, as 
we have stated, that he did not know what course 
the Bjwsian court would take. To the compliments 
of congratulation arc added onW general wishes and 
to.Digl^ end to 
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his majesty wolild wish Mr. Keith would nil only 
pay the same compliments to the empress of Russia, 
but also enlarge more particularly to that princess 
on the sentiments df personal fiiendship and con¬ 
fidence in her, and the reliance which his majesty 
had ever placed on her, and the king’s persuasion 
that she would take pleasure in co-operating to ter¬ 
minate the present war.” 

About the same time Frederick wrote (22nd of 


January, 1762) to the king of England* :—" Sir, 
my brother,—The length of the last cam|M).ign and 
various circumstances which have since occurred^ 


have hindered me from writing before to your ma¬ 
jesty. Nowempress of Russia is dead, and the 
great duke, wM has at all times expressed his friend¬ 
ship to me, is on the threnc. I am persuaded that, 
if Mr. Keith knows ho#to take advantage of these 
circumstances, he may very easily profit by them. 
For my part, I have no doubt that this year wiU be 
more fortunate than the preceding, and that we shall 
be able to force our enemies to conditions of peace. 


* State-paper Office. Royal Letters, vol. xvii. 
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more honourable for us than the aiTogant laws which 
they wanted to prescribe to us. The declaration of 
war by the Spaniards is, in my opinion/iadvan- 
tageous to England, because the great superiority of 
the Britiijh.'l jW^ll^ l faumph SpaniardB|<i«M 




4 For 
st 

nting''Bpi^^||H|K|bMonM« 
ance ah(it%%in^s’^^*terminafte thia^M^^r to the 
advantage of England and her alliosV out wc must 
persevere to the end. 1 still sec innumerable diffi¬ 
culties; they animate instead of discouraging mo, 
by the hopes of conquering thhm. Nobody takes 
more interest than 1 do in the glory and prosperity 
of your majesty. I beg you to be convinced of it, 
as well as of the high esteem with which I am,'* &c. 

At length a letter from Keith and a letter from 
Peter 111. for Frederick aiTived, which showed the 
entire change of the Russian policy, and the empe¬ 
ror’s fritfidship for the king *. “ I wish,” writes 

‘Mitchell, “ I had been present when the king re¬ 
ceived Keith’s letter, to observe the effect it had on 
him. 1 really believe it is the only letter he perliaps 
ever received that exceeded his expwtations, and 
surpassed even his powers-ef imagination. For my 
part 1 cannot help considering this great and unex¬ 
pected event as an indication that Providence is re¬ 
solved in the last hour to save the king.” 

On the 4th Frederick wrote to Count Finken- 


* Dispatches of 30th and 31gt January, 1762. Mitchell Paperf, 
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stein *:—“ ]\&. Mitchell is requested to caution Mr. 
Keith not flatly to contradict the new emperor. 
When he expresses his sentiments towards the 
DaneSj we know that there is nothing of greater 
moRncnt than that we should be speedily reconciled 
with Russia, that we may retreat from the ridge of 
the precipice., If Mr. Keith at this moment should 
warmly oppose the views of the emperor in this 
respect, he would oflbnd him, and run the risk of 
irritating him, and spoiling everything at the very 
outset, of which our enemies would take advantage 
to draw him over to th^ir party, by promising him 
everything. There is a time for all things. At pre¬ 
sent our own affairs arc the most urgent. Time 
will bring about the rest.” 

To another lettSI to Mitchell, on the affairs of 
Russia, Frederick added with his own hand :— 
“ Here we have a singular knight” (the emperor 
Peter, who had desired and received the order of the 
black eagle), “ who supports 80,|)00 men at iny ex¬ 
pense. He is the only one of my knights who t^cs 
that liberty. If every knight of the garter did as 
much, your England would be eaten up. you 

to render my knight more docile, §jad to inform hin^ 
that it is contrary to the statutes ^ the order for a 
knight to d^^r his grand master.” 

This jcstfll^is a proof of the king’s’good humour. 
Mitchell, however, comjifeins that the king was not 
always cautious in wrlll^gand t’l^at in his letters 
to learned men, particularly to D’Argens, which 
were shown about, he sometimes made political com¬ 
munications. The Prussian ministers were too timid, 

* Dispatches of 30tb and 31 stJai^ary, 1762. Mitchell Papers, vol.vi, 
t The 17th February .*» Ibid. t The 23id February. Ibid. 
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notwithstanding Mitchell’s request, to make any 
observations to the king on the subject. 

After Bute and Grenville were at the head of the 
English administration, there a])pcarcd less courage 
and firmness in the prosecution of the war than 
before. The attention of the king of Prussia was 
called to the necessity of a reconciliation with Aus¬ 
tria *. So long as Elizabeth lived there was no op¬ 
portunity of effecting it. But scarcely had her death 
relieved the king from the greatest distress, when 
Lord Bute wrote to Mr.Keith at Petersburg!:—“ In 
the midst of the present appearances liis 

majesQr (king of England) can have but one appre¬ 
hension, which is, lest the zealous affection of the 
emperor to the king of Prussia's cause, should hurry 
him into such measures, as, by encouraging that 
prince’s ambitious and warlike sjilrit, may tend to 
the continuance of the hostile plans of ])rocecding, 
to which the king is above all things desirous to put 
a speedy end. Y^r opinion that the empress is not 
lik^to have any great credit in the present reign, 
was very unexpected here.” 

The nj^nner in which Lord Bute manifested in an 
undiplomatic mspiner his longing for peace, only 
gave his adversffies mew courage ; nay, Austria en¬ 
tirely declined any communications QJ^hc subject. 
" The empress-queen,’’ writes Kaunu!^, “ and her 
ministers, cannot conceivf^ ]|hat this confidential 
communication of England^il it is called, properly 
means; for which reason it may easily be conceived 
that we are here unable to give an answer to it.” 

* Letters of 8th January anil 6th Fehraaiy. Mitchell Papers, r. xvii. 
f The 2rith February. Russia, vul. Ixxi. 
t The 3td March, 1762. Mitchelf Papers, vol. xviL 
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In this state'Of things Frederick wrote, on the I2th 
,of Marcli, 1762, the fallowing letter from Breslau, to 
the king of England:— 

“ Sir, my brother,—The accounts which come 
frqg^. Potersburg, since the death of the empress, are 
so n^ourable, that I joyfully communicate them to 
your majesty. The new emperor is entirely inclined 
to peace. The care of Mr. KcitlThas much contri¬ 
buted to cherish this favourable disposition. I have 
sent Baron Goltz to St. Pelfersburg, with the com¬ 
mission to compliment that prince on his accession 
to the throne, and he at the same time intrusted 
with full powers to sign a treaty of peace,*if the 
emperor consents. This negotiation passes through 
the hands of Mr. Keith. England has not been at 
war with Russia, a^ your majesty’s interests cannot 
^ifer by this peace; so that I have no reproach to 
make myself; and I am even persuadld thaf your 
majesty will be very glad of this event. This is the 
grand sejiaratc alliance: it is a ve||[^iinportant article, 
if with this we succeed in vigorously pushing-ihe 
court of Vienna. It must at length adopt more mo¬ 
derate sentiments than it has hitherto shgwn, and 
its consent to peace will infalliblx lead to that o§ 
France. 

^ “ I have Mtoys considered the queen of Hungary 
as the prosper of thh present war ;1lrad your ma¬ 
jesty will see that ths^lar will ogt finish till that 
princess begins to b^|lraid for her own dominions. 
I wish I may always have agreeable news to tell 
your majesty. I, however, beg you to believe that 
nobody takes a greater part than I do in your in¬ 
terests. 3eing, with the ^eatest attachment, Sir, 
my brother, your n^jesty’s,” &c. &c. 

" Frederick.” 
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These and similar representations of Frederick 
did not, however, render the English ministry more, 
favourable. Bute complains that the king negqtiated 
at Petersburg Avithout accurately iiil'orming Eng¬ 
land *. England had, however, done the same with 
respect to France; and besides, it was natumMRat 
Frederick should, in the first place, make use of his 
personal influence with Peter, and not snfler himself 
to be dictated to by Bute. 

Hereupon Bute dedared f that the parliament 
would not grant the king any money this year; that 
this, however, was not called by ijl-will, but by 
necesAy. Besides, Frederick’s situation, it was 
alleged, was so much improved, that he might be 
reminded of his former declaration, that he Avould 
not receive money from his alUfe, except in case of 
extreme necessity];; that France had begun the wa^* 
against Gerihany only on account of Frederick’s 
going to war; that England had carried on the war 
in Germany, only^or Prussia, and had borne the 
gi^ter share of the burthen. 

With respect to these assertions it may be ob¬ 
served ^ 

A First, Frederic’s situation was by no means so 
improved, as toSemkaf'it advisable not to make use 
of every means for supporting the w^^. 

Secondly, Frederick’s demand of l^sidies was 
founded on treats, and Bute called impos¬ 
sible or necessa:^. would ^^lably not have been 
called so by Chatham. 

Thirdly, France made war in Germany essentially 
against Hanover and England; and Prussia*borc, 

• Letter of 9th April. Ulitchell gapers, vol. xvH. ' 
t Letter of 26th May. Ibid. J LettItofaUt Aiigwsfc Ibid. 
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for seven yelilir together, the greatest burthen in 
#propo#fi'on. 

In^tliis situation Frederick wrote to Mitchell,on 
the 17th of April, 1762*:—"Kingi princes, and 
.emgeroiiB have, I believe, agreed togpther to turn my 
poor bfead. In such a state, my dear Sir, one cannot 
think freely or gaily, but gloomily and misanthropi- 
cally.” *' ^ 

To the Marquis d’Argens he wrote f :—" All that 
is passing in Russia could %ot have been foreseen 
by Count Kaunitz. All that has passed in England, 
of iho- most Qflious pa|t of which you arc ignprant, 
could not enter into my combinations.” 

On the 20th of May, 1762, the kfng wrote to Mit¬ 
chell I“ 1 have no doubt of your good and ho¬ 
nourable sentimenlf, my dear Mr. Mitchell. I could 
^ish that everybody thought in the same manner; 
„the world would be all the happier for it, afltd men 
more virtuous. Fortune begins to change. towards 
me; I hope she may so continupfeto the end of the 
year. Then we shall obtain this winter an honour¬ 
able, and if God will, a durable peace.” 

The fulfilment of this hopc^dcpendcd alsentially 
upon Russia; but things occurrqji there which nd^ 
ther Frederick nor Kaunitz ^Id wesce. 

‘ Papers, vol. zl. 

t The June, 17w. (Euvres Posth., fol. z. p. 258. 

I apers, vol. {j. 
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Chapter j^xix. 

Jlussia and Austria— liter’s vciu'ratioii fur Frciluri';k II._Iivaii III. 

—Unwortli;. Favoiiiites—Pi-tn's..oM-rthrow and Death—Compa¬ 
rison of the Cliara^ters of Catherine and Kaiy (^iieen'orTScols^Dia* 
content in^tessia—I'etes at Couit—Catherine's sktM ii^Govern- 
tnent.^ 

To illuslialc the important events in Rlissia, I "ivc 
extracts in chronological order, >vhich, from their 
variety, are doubly inslltictivp. * 

“ The emperof’s birth-day,” writes Kdlh “ was 
celeljrated with much maguftirencc 4 in the 21st of 
Fcbrdiry. There were one hundred and twenty 
persoAs present,—only the imjtress was wanting. 
She has a fluxion in her fac^.and a slight fever. 

The court^of Vienna dcsigSltcd Peter’s measures 
with ycspect to Prussia as a precipitate step, an? 
CallecTFrcderick II. the hereditary enemy of Russia-fv 
The, emperor said this expression with respect to 
Russia was foolish*, nor had he changed his opinion, 
but ali^ays expressed the same sentiments. Austria 
•ofiFered money and assistance against Denmark. 'The 
cmpcrorisanswercd, jJje did not Avant money, and 
*lloped to settle l^quarrels alone; or lie Avould seek 
assistance rath^inline other place than in Vi¬ 
enna'. 

“ If I can%rm any judgthent ol tile emperor’s 
temper, it is no^ proper thwart him in his viva¬ 
city, but ^ther by seemiqg Jp approve his senti¬ 
ments to gain him, by raeanf fJf which his majesty, 
who is open to reason, especially when it 
from friends, may be diverted from entering 6n 

Dispatch of '2.3rd FebniaTV'. *i)|issia, sol. laa. - 
f Dispatch of the same dj|y. Ibid. 
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hasty or violmH measures. The cm])ross has little 
fiinllucifte; nay, it is generally khown that she is 
not ’dbly not consulted on matters of business, but 
th^^ven in private affairs it is not the readiest way 
,of'^cceeding to make one's addi’esscs lo her ma¬ 
jesty*! 

“ Tlie emperor’s friendship, I might call it pas¬ 
sion, for the’king of Prussia, is above all expression; 
and nothing would be so li L^I v to make the emperor 
fly ofl^^as the smallest appl^^nce of indifference to¬ 
wards that*monarch or his interest ft 
" “ The cmpivor haa^ncxed the monastOty |ands 
through the whole cir^Pe to the crown, and In lieu 
thereof has assignedthe archbishops and kbbots 
respectively, certaiii fixed pensions, and a certain 
sum for the mainf o|(#ice of the monk| J. 

^ “ His majicstyhas likewise been pleased to disband 
#tlie famous Life t^ompany, with the choice to the 
gentlemen of whom that corps was composed, to be 
provided fur in the army, accordslig to their se^^f^l 
ranks, or to retire u])on haj^-pay. ‘ There are nof liidf 
a dozen of them who have chosen the former. 

“ The emperor saw I wan and found^lim a full 

grown man, but in a state of hinjjjKiUty. His coi^ 
versation v^as wild and unco|moctffl; and amongst 
^hcr thin^ape said that he was not the person he 
passed for:‘that prince having been^taken up to 
heaven long since, but lUlat, howm||l'> he would sup¬ 
port all the pretensi ^jf bf the pcrs6n wk^e name he 
bears §. 


DispBlch of 19th March. Russia, vol. Ixxi. 
Diroaic^f 19th March. Russia|gKiI>lxxi. Mitchell Papers, vol. xxii, 
$ DispatdAjMth March. Rusaia, vol. IxxL^' 
rmh A 
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April. Mitchell Papers, vol. xxiu 
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“ 'ITiprc is reason to vejj^vct tlie inftttcncc of a set 
of worthless favourites, whoin^ho (Mn])c* * * § ror has unfori* 
tunatcly about him. His iin])erial majosify has 
thrown himself into the hands of the worst 
and the Frencli sixain more and more iu11ucneo,witli 
him *. 'f*he rQsumption of the cliunh-lands'has oc¬ 
casioned the j^iTaiest discontenl over the enij)ire. 
The empress a])peared on her birth-day, the 2ud of 
May. and had a draw^^-rooin, but did not ap])ear 
at the evening partv toBi the emperor. On ftie I Ith 
of ]\fav. liowa-ver, both dined togetlter' in a largo 
compaAy |. *■ 

“ Woronzow’, who is oft^^ll, loses his influence, 
and his assistant. Wolk(nvv^<luires all the power, 
because he never contradicts th,^*mperor. The com¬ 
plaints of llie resumption oPf’lhc church-lantls in¬ 
crease. since the emperor has givign orders to ])ut the 
sons of i)riests in the army; both seculars and regu¬ 
lars join in the complaints J. 

“ On the 22nd June the emperor had a grand re- 
and commanded with Ids spontoon in his hand. 
The empress saw the review'from a w'indow§.” 

Thou!|;h these fni,jpnents contirm what is already 
^nown, we areJl||rOTised nike Mr. Keith) by the 
succeeding events. the 12th Jul^l|^wTitcs:— 

“ Last Friday morning, ^out nii^^xloek, a9«l 
was preparing to go to Feterhof to meet the em¬ 
peror, one of nay servanti^,came running into my 
room, wi||j^<a frightened cg^^nance, and told me 

• Dispatclies of •2.3r<l .\pril an.l (ith June. Mitchell Papers, vol. xxiu 

t Dispatch of 4th May. On the 20th May the emprew was iitilf 
conaidered to be ill. Kuaaia, voljxxi. 

t of 7th June. '’ul. Ixxii* 

§ Dispatch of 22nd Ju^ Ibid. 
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that there was « great uproar at the other end of the 
fbwn, and that the gTjards, having mutinied, were 
assemMed, and talked of nothing less than dethron¬ 
ing the emperor. 

“ About a quarter of an hour after, I received the 
news that the empress was in town, and that the 
guards and other troops had declared her as their 
empress and sovereign, and that she was actually at 
the Casanskai church to hear the Tc Dcum sung 
upon that occasion. The soldiers and the colleges 
had already sworn allegiance to her. 

“ This surprising re f lation was brought about 
in little more than ty^ hours, without one dfbp of 
blood being spilt, or llpkact of violence committed. 
All the quarters of this city at any distance from the 
ualace, and cspeciali^.the street where I and the 
most part of his miqesty's subjects reside, were as 
quiet as if nothing had happened. The only novelty 
to be seen were some piquets placed at the bridges, 
and some of the horse-guards patrolling through 
streets, in order to preserve,|.lic public tranquillifys'- 

“ As soon as the guards were assembled in the 


morning, several detachments were senti, to the 
Peterhof road, to hinder any intcl^i^nce from being' 
sent to the emperor; and tiro pi^e of duty was 
performed so much diligence, that no one per¬ 
son got thrbugh, cxcl|)t the master bT the horse, 
Mr. Narischldn. 


“ About ten o’cloc^ fe the evening empress 
marched out of toum horseback, at 9| head of 
twelve or fourteen thousand men and a great train 
of artillery, and took the road to Peterhof in order 
to attack4he emperor at that palace, or at Oranien- 
baum, or wherever‘||ley could meet him j and next 
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day, in the afternoon, the account came of Ins ma¬ 
jesty's having surrendered his person and resigned 
his crown without one stroke being struck. 

“ The fi‘w circumstances of this great event, that 
I have been able to ])ick up, and wliich appearlo be 
autlientic, though I will not warrant tliem all, are as 
follow; namely, that this afi'air had been long con* 
triving, but was hastened in the execution by one of 
the conspirators having been arrested two days l)e- 
forc, upon some rash v^rds that had fallen from him. 
For fear of the whole being discovered, they had 
come to the resolution of gqypig immediately to work, 
and id consequence had sent Mr. (Jrlow, one of three 
brothers, officers of the guilds, to apprize the em¬ 
press of this circumstance, and to represent to her 
the necessity of her returning'^o town without loss 
of time; that this gentleman laid got to Peterhe^ 
between three and four o’clock in the morning, and 
having got admittance to her majesty’s bedchamber, 
liad informed her of her danger, upon which she had, 
as soon as she was dres^d, slipped out of the palace 
by a back door, and under the conduct of Orlow, 
without »onc servant bf cither sex, had, after some 
accidents, suclvif^s their horses being tired and 
knocked up, go£to ^ivn about six o’clock, and went 
directly to the casernes of the Isma^cj^ky guards, 
which she fdund under ar^fs ready ll) rccci\ e her, 
with their coloi||pl the hefcian llasumowski at their 
licad; tlMt her majesty tm|ce proceeded to the 
SimonopV regiment, and ’4bcn to the Prcobrasln- 
sky, and was by the whole conducted to the palace, 
where cvdrytliing passed in tlic manner above men- 
tioned. ‘ 

“ I must observe that the regiment of horse-guards, 
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of which Prince George was colonel, was among the 
first that appeared in the revolt, and showed the 
greatest animosity against their colonel and the late 
government; that all the troops took the oath with¬ 
out Resitation, except some of the officers of the em¬ 
peror’s own regiment of cuirassiers, who refused it at 
first, and some of them, I believe, are still under 
arrest for persisting in their refusal. 

“As for the emperor, he had not the smallest in¬ 
formation nor the least suspicion of this affair, till 
between eleven and twelve o’clock, when, being on 
the way between Oranicj^baum and Peterhof, he was 
met by a servant, sent oh by the master of the horse, 
Narischkin, who infora|id him how matters stood in 
town. His majesty proceeded to Peterhof, and there 
heard the circumstaifce of the empress leaving that 
^acc, which had been concealed till then from the 
ladies and other courtiers, by her majesty’s bed¬ 
chamber women pretending that the empress was 
indisposed and in bed. From that moment the uij- 
happy emperor seems to have lost himself, and there 
was nothing but despair and confusion amongst the 
small number of his attendarits, and no resolution 
was taken till very late in the evening, that his mat 
jesty, with all his train, gentlenficn*, and ladies, went 
on board i'^^lley that rode before Peterhof, and 
rowed over t# Cronstadl, in the hope of being re- 
ceived there. ■* 

" But the commissi^ers of ^the Admi^ty sent 
down fipom Peterhof h^ got the start oHIiiem, and 
when the emperor approached the haven, he was not 
only refused admittance, though he declared who he 
was, but was threatened to be fired upon.. This 
augmented the coi^sion and despair, and the 
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galley, with the other boats, returned to this" side, 
but taking different ways, some to Peterhof and 
others to Oranienbaum. Amongst the last was the 
emperor, with a few attendants; and on the morn¬ 
ing of Saturday he sent Prince Gallizin, the vice- 
chancellor, and major-general Ismailow, to the em¬ 
press, with some proposals. After some time Is*^ 
raailow returned, witli the deed of resignation, which 
the emperor signed immediately, and then going 
into a coach witli that gentleman, took the road to 
Peterliof, and has not been seen since, and I have 
not been able to learn where he has been conducted 
to. It is said that, in the ’Heed above mentioned, 
there was a clause, promising the emperor liberty to 
retire to Holstein. 

“ Her majesty, after having passed the night at a 
country-house of Prince Kurakin, returned to towat 
yesterday morning on horseback, and, after having 
heard mass in the new Admiralty church, which was 
consecrated that day, went directly to the summer 
palace, with her son the great duke, and where all 
sorts of people for some^iours were admitted to kiss 
her hand. 

“ In the manifesto respecting the motives for the 
change in the ;gbvernmcnt, the bad peace with 
Prussia was alleged as a ground of (^plaint, but 
the empress immediately sent word t%.the Prussian 
ambassador, that she waf perfectly well disposed 
towards ciAtivatmg his Prussian majesty's friendship. 

“ The l^raan was, I heafj’Vith Mr. Villebois and. 
Panin the great duke’s governor, the principal per¬ 
sons in bringing about this revolution, and under 
them the brothers Orloff were the most trusted and 
the most active. But the m0st singular circuni' 
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stance of the vvliolc is, that the place of rendezvous 
was the house of the Princess Daschkoff, a -young 
lady not above twenty years of age, daughter of the 
Count Homan Woronzow, sister to the favourite 
Elizabeth, ani niece to the chancellor. It is certain 
that she bore a principal share in contriving and 
Carrying on the whole conspiracy, from the beginning 
to the end of it. 

“ Of all men, the hetman seemed to possess the 
greatest share of the unfortunate emperor s affection, 
and two days before he fell he dined at Marshal 
Basumowsky’s house, and was upon that occasion 
received and sen'ed with the greatest marks of duty, 
zeal, and attachment, ipn the part of both brothers, 
and when he returned to Oranienbaum, the hetman 
went straight to Peterhof to concert measures with 
the empress. 

“ With regard to the motives of this revolution, 
it is clear that the taking away the church lands was 
the principal, joinc4^to the neglect of the clergy. 
The next was the severe discipline 'which the efa- 
peror endeavoured to introduce among the troops, 
especially the guards, who had been accustomed to 
great idleness and leisure, and the discontent among 
them was heightened by the resolution of carrying a 
great part <^^that corps into Grcrmany with him in 
his expediti^ againsf-Dcnmark, which was a mea¬ 
sure disagreeable to the ivholc nation, who stomached 
greatly their being d^iwn into new expenses and 
new dangers for recov^ng the duchy or Slesivick, 
which they considered as a trifling object in itself 
and entirely indilTcrcnt to Hussia, and that after the 
emperor had just sacrificed the conquests made by 
the Russian army, ^ind which might have been 
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great importance to their empire, to his friendship 
for the king of Prussia; which, however, their de¬ 
sire for peace would have not only made them put 
up with, but approve. 

“ Several other little circumstances, greatly ex¬ 
aggerated and artfully represented and improved, 
contributed to the fall of this unhappy prince, wlio 
had many excellent qualities, and who never did a 
violent or cruel action in the course of his short 
reign, but who, from an abhorrence to business, 
owing to a bad education and the unhappy clioice of 
favourites, wlio encouraged him in it, let everything 
run to confusion, and by a mistaken notion he had 
conceived of his having secured the affection of the 
nation by the great favour he had bestowed upon 
them. After his first mountihg the throne, he fell 
into an indolence and security that proved fatal to 
him. 

“ To conclude, not only I, but several persons of 
sense and discernment, thought they could perceive 
lately in this prince a considerable change from what 
he was for some months after his accession, and the 
perpetual hurry in which he lived, and the flattery 
he met from the vilo people about him, had, in some 
measure, aflcctcd his understanding. The father 
and the sister of Princess Daschkofi^rc still under 
arrest. It is said the em^ieror wiswed only three 
thing!; his life, and good treatment for his favourite 
lady, and his aide-de-campjGrodowitz.” 

Of th^ dificrcnccs between Peter and his consort 
no notice is taken in the dispatch of the prudent 
ambassador, and if the mention of Elizabeth Wo- 
ronzow indicated it, it docs not appear as a chief 
motive. 

9 3 
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On the 20th July Mr. Keith writes*" I re* 
ceived from the Russian ministry a paper of the fol¬ 
lowing tdhor: ‘ The imperial ministry of Russia 
think themselv^ obliged to inform the foreign mi-» 
nisiters, tHat the ci-devant emperor having had a 
violent colic, with which he was frequently incom- 
nioded, died yesterday. The emperor died at a 
small country-house belonging to the crown, and his 
body was transported from thence in the night be¬ 
tween Sunday and Monday to the Newsky monas- 
tciy, where he now lies exposed to public view, and 
thousands of people crowd thither to sec himf.’ 
The emperor was buried at Newsky on Wednesday 
morning, without ceremony. Only those of the five 
first classes were ordered to attend the funeral.” 

. Whether, and in what manner, the body was 
shown does not, by any means, appear satisfactory 
from this account; nay, Keith, being on the point 
of returning to London, reserved all the particulars 
for a communication voce. What this was is 
unknown, and the state-paper office affords no in¬ 
formation respecting the events, and the guilt or 
innocence of Catherine. What Rulhifere relates on 
the subject is well known, but not fully authenti¬ 
cated. 

• Frederick IL wrote to D'Argons ;j;: “ With re¬ 
spect to this revolution I apprehended it. I even 
warned the emperor to be on his guard, but his con¬ 
fidence was too great. .He was angry when any¬ 
body spoke to him of precautions, and I s'till have 
the letter which he wrote to me, in answer to the 
advice which I gave him. His misfortune origin- 

Riissia, vul. Ixxii. ^ f Dispatch of iiSilJuly. Ibid. 

J CEuvra^osth., vol. x., p. 306. 
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ated in his attempt to take certain estates from the 
clergy; the priests planned the revolution, which 
was executed immediately. This jirinci^who pos*- 
sessed all the qualities of the heart that can be de-* 
sired, had not equal jJrudencc; and much is required 
to govern that nation. 1 am informed to-day that he 
has died of the colic.’’ 

To Count Segur Frederick said, “ Cathci'inc, 
crowned and free, thought, like an inoxjiericnced 
young woman, that all was finished. So pusil¬ 
lanimous an enemy did not seem to licr to be dan¬ 
gerous. But the OrlofTs, more audacious and more 
clear-sighted, being unwilling that this prince should 
be made a rallying point against them, have put 
him out of the way. The empress was ignorant of 
this fact, and learnt it with a despair which was not 
feigned; she correctly foresaw the judgment which 
all the world now ]>as8cs upon her; for the error of 
this judgment is, and must be indelible, since, in 
her situation, she has rca^d the fruits of their 
crime, and has been obliged, in order to have su])- 
port, not only to spare, but even to retain about her 
person the authors of the crime, since they alone had 
been able to save her.” 

Darnley and Mary Stuart, Peter and Catherine, 
mutually remind us of each other, and give occasion 
for remarkable comparisons. All fdur arc equally 
liable to the reproach of infidelity to their conjugal 
engagements. Mary, howgver, had nothing to fear 
from Darnley, whereas Catherine had much to fear 
from Peter: in her therefore a kind of self-de¬ 
fence may certainly be alleged, whereas Mary might 
very easily have avoided extreme measures. I'hc 
immediate assent to the muij|^r is besides much 
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more clearly proved in the case of Mary than in that 
of Catherine; and whatever may have been her rela- 
•^ion to Orloff, she never gave him her hand, and 
placed him wi^ herself on tl^e^throne. On this ac¬ 
count Mary’s power, notwithi^ding all other well- 
founded claims, fell at once to the ground; whereas 
Catherine, who had no claim whatever, according to 
the laws of succession, kept the throne during her 
life. To these personal actions and relations were 
added, indeed, very different circumstances in Scot¬ 
land and in Russia. 

On the 20th of August Keith ivritcs * :—“ There 
has been a latent spirit of ill-humour and discontent 
among the guards, ever since the change, which fer¬ 
menting by degrees, came at last to such a height, 
that it broke out one night last week into a sort 
of open rebellion. The soldiers of the regiment In- 
semonowsky, having beat to arms at midnight, and 
were with great difficulty brought to reason by their 
officers. The same B^it showed itself, though in a 
less degree, two nighta successively, and gave great 
uneasiness to the government. However, partly by 
fair means, and partly by foul, great numbers of sol¬ 
diers and officers have been taken up and carried 
out of the way. 'JThings are so far settled that the 
danger for the present seems over.” 

On the 21st of October, Keith’s successor, Buck¬ 
ingham, writes about similar mutinies, but says, that 
a head is wanting, and tliey will doubtless be soon 
put down f. 

“ Immediately after the late revolution here, the 
empress sent an express to Poniatowsky to forbid his 
coming into Russia, but assuring him at the same 
* Russia, vol. f Ibid. 



1763.] Catherine’s government.—fetes. 397 

time of her unceasing regard and friendship *; that 
in case the crown of Poland should become vacant, 
she would use her best endeavours to procure it for 
liim, or if that was nq^^uossiblc, for oiuj of the Czar- 
torisky family.” 

On the 2i}th of October, Buckingham writes from 
Moscows**—“ The empress seems to have a settled 
melancholy upon her countenance. She mentioned 
to me last night in conversation, that she has lately 
found herself absent in company, and that the habit 
of it imperceptibly grew upon her, she knew not 
why. 

“ Six officers of the guards, who have talked a 
little too freely, are to be broke this morning with 
ignominy, and afterwards sent for life into some of 
the distant provinces f. 

“ The empress, from all the observations I can 
make, is in talents, information, and application, 
greatly superior to everybody in this country. Ham¬ 
pered by the obligations dbe^has lately received, 
conscious of the difficulties of ncr situation, and fear¬ 
ful of the dangers with which she must hitherto have 
thought herself surrounded, she cannot as yet ven¬ 
ture to act openly of herself, and get rid of many of 
those about her whose character and abilities she 
must dcsj)isc. She takes every method to gain the 
confidence and affection of her subjects. If she suc¬ 
ceeds she will exert the authority she acquires, to 
the honour and advantage of the empire 

" The empress (says a dispatch from Moscow of, 
the Srd February, 1763) behaves as if she thought 

• Dispatch of yth October. Russia, vol. Ixaii. 

t Dispatch of 8th November from Moscow. Russia, vol. ixxii. 

I Dispatch of 25lh Nofildicr. Ibid. 
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herself in perfect security, goes about the streets in 
an open sledge at night, with very few attendants; 
and when she goes to the senate, has often only two 
footmen behini^ the carriage * 

Notwithstanding public cares and politics, amuse¬ 
ments of various kinds went on. “ Last night,” 
WTites Buckingham on the 10th of Fcbrui^llr, “ was 
represented a Hussian tragedy, which was performed 
in the palace, before the empress, in a most magnifi¬ 
cent hall fitted up for the occasion, with a stage, 
scenes, and all proper decorations. The subject of 
the drama was a Russian story; and as far as any 
judgment may be formed from reading, what speaks 
itself to be an incorrect French translation, the sen¬ 
timents and the dialogue would do honour to any 
author in any country. The Countess Bruce acted 
the principal part with a spirit, ease, and propriety 
which are seldom met with, even among those who 
arc bred to the stage. Two other characters were 
admirably represent^^y Count Orloff and a son of 
the late Marshal SchWaloff. Count OrloflTs figure 
is very striking, and bears some resemblance of the 
carl of Errol. 

“ After the play there was an entertainment of 
dancing performed by the maids of honour and 
some of the first nobility. I believe so many fine 
women were never seen upon any stage; and 1 must 
add, that few countries could produce them. The 
countesses Stroganow, Narischkin, and Mademoi¬ 
selle Sievers, distinguished themselves particularly. 
The orchestra was composed of gentlemen. The 
magnificence and elegance of the whole was such, 
that what may appear a laboured description, is but 
*Jgussia, vol. luiii. 
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barely doing justice to it. When we consider how. 
A'cry few years har^e elapsed since the polite arts 
were first introduced in the court, and how consider¬ 
able a part of that time they have l^en but little 
cultivated, it will appear very extraordinary that 
a performance of this kind can have been planned 
and excctited in a few Avecks.” 

Though Avc may readily do justice to the improve¬ 
ment of Russia in the above-mentioned respects, 
the laudatory tone of the preceding dispatch seems 
ratlier extraordinary. Another letter of the 14th of 
February clears up the point, for Buckingham there 
says,—“ I should not have drawn uj) the account in 
that manner, did I not know that all the letters were 
opened: it was, in fact, intended for the cm])ress.” 


CHAPTER XL. 

Negotiafious for Peace between England and France—Peace of PariN 
and Hidiertsburg—Frederick’s Government in Time of Peace— 
Cumidaiiits respecting him—^The Mint—The Excise—Miniatera— 
Frugality—Negotiation with England—Departure of Mitchell— 
Justification of Frederick—Frederick’s religions Views—Opinion 
respecting Diderot and Helvetius—Connection with Rusaia. 

Though Frederick’s plans to compel Austria, by 
the assistance of Russia, to consent to an honourable 
peace, fell to the ground through the deposition of 
Peter, Catherine took care not to continue llic impo¬ 
litic Avar against Prussia; and the alliance tof the 
three great poAvers (the consequences of Avhich Fre¬ 
derick had so much feared at the beginning of the 
Avar) AA'as hereby dissolved. By the conclusion of 
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peace between England and France, the latter power 
also withdrew. 

•, In the instructions 4o the duke of Bedford (Sep¬ 
tember 4, 1762) for negotiating a treaty of peace, it 
was said *:—“ It has been understood, on both sides, 
that we should not treat of the interests of our re¬ 
spective allies, without their participation. In con¬ 
formity of that rule, we propose to enter into no dis¬ 
cussion in these preliminaries, which can in any 
shape atfect the right of our good brother and ally, 
the king of Prussia, to Wesel and Guelders. It is 
therefore our intention to include the evacuation of 
those towns and territories by the most Christian 
king, in the agreement to withdraw our troops on 
both sides into the dominions of their respective 
sovereigns, and to stipulate that no succours, either 
in men or money, shall be given by either of the con¬ 
tracting powers to such of their respective allies as 
shall continue engaged in the present war in Ger¬ 
many.” w 

To this the French replied *, that with regard to 
succours of money they could not enter into that sti¬ 
pulation on account of their engagements with the 
court of Vienna, and therefore I insisted on reserving 
to the king the same power with respect to his ma¬ 
jesty’s allies in Germany. But soon afterwards the 
two powers let drop this apparent point of honour, 
so that Prussia and Austria remained alone in the 
field. Prussia was undoubtedly in a more favourable 
situation than before, and Austria had less prospect 
than ever in recovering Silesia. But the king, who 
was weaty of the war, was very willing to enter into 

* Fiance, vol. exxiv. 
f Dispatch of 24th September, . Ibid. 
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negotiations. Mitchell wonders,* without jcason, at 
the sudden change in the scntinicnls of Prussia and 
Austria, and the facility of making peace ♦. That 
change and facility proceeded from tire alteration in 
all the aiiUirs of Europe. “ The king, in several of 
his letters, has expressed the highest satisfaction 
with the court of Vienna for the open and candid 
manner in Avhich the treaty has been negotiated.’’ 

The king, too, was at that time more dissatisfied 
with the conduct of the friend who drew hack, than 
with that of his reconciled enemy. In some letters, 
however, he expresses, in polite terms, his satisfac¬ 
tion with England f. 

On the 3rd November, 17G2, the preliminaries of 
peace were signed at Fontainbleau, and on the lOtli 
February, I7(i3, the treaty of Paris was concluded 
between England and France. On the oOth De¬ 
cember, 1702, the negotiations at Hubertsburg be¬ 
gan, and peace was concluded on the I5th February. 
Seven long years of war made no change in the 
rights and the possessions of the several parties. 
The importance and the interest of the war depend, 
therefore, upon the manner in which it Ava,s con¬ 
ducted, in the elevation and meanness which kings, 
statesmen, generals, and armies, did or did not 
manifest. 

It must be on'ncd that King Frederick often dcr 
rived advantage from the incapacity and disunion 
of his many enemies, and often, too, from that which, 
in the ordinary Avay of speaking, we call chance; 
but to deny him, on that account, great abilities as 

• Dispalch of 5tli March, 17C3. MitchcU Pajwrs, vol. vi. 
f Dispatch uf 9ih March and 1st April, 17C3. Ibid. vul. si. 
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a statesman and a general, is one of those foolish 
notions by which little people lovfc to depreciate 
great men. Frederick ,11. was, and always will be, 
the greatest character of that age; he and Prussia 
had acquired importance in the history of the world; 
a focus of eternal glory at which, in times of subse¬ 
quent degradation, the flames of victorious enthu¬ 
siasm were again kindled. 

During the war people had been accustomed to 
expect almost impossibilities from him, and still 
more was required of him after the conclusion of 
peace. When, therefore, every wish was not imme¬ 
diately fulfilled, every evil removed, there was no 
want of bitter complaints of various kinds. Some 
notice is taken of them in Mr. Mitchell’s dispatches, 
as the following extracts show:— 

“ The king applies with great assiduity and vigour 
to government, which, during his absence, has sunk 
into a state of anarchy and confusion*. 1 am sorry 
to say that the king has yet done nothing to correct 
the source of that evil which arises chiefly from 
the debasement of the money, and from the dif¬ 
ferent species of false coin actually current in the 
country, by which some Jews concerned in the coin¬ 
age and a few bankers have raised immense for¬ 
tunes, but the honest and industrious part of his 
subjects are reduced to the greatest,iextremily, and 
^e country is exhausted of all specief. Nothing 
the king ever did has so much disgusted and alien¬ 
ated the aficctions of Ins people as the rash and in¬ 
considerate steps he has taken with regard to the 

* Dispatch of 9th April, 1763. Mitchell papers, Tol.vi. 
f Dispatch of 15th April. Ibid. 
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coin. Jews and Christians are striving with equal 
zeal and ardour,*who shall share in the spoils of (he 
people, but it is hoped the king's wisdom, sagacity, 
and penetration, will disappoint thu flagitious de¬ 
signs of ilie money-brokers of whatever denomina¬ 
tion*. 

“ Several of the merchants and others enriched 
by the war have erected trium])hal arches and other 
expensive fireworks, loaded with inscriptions in praise 
of their sovereign. la the meantime, the people 
want bread, and having long felt the calamities of 
war, are grown mutinous, and almost outrageous. 
A few days ago written jiapers were affixed to the 
corners of some of the most noted striiets in this 
capital, in which the king is treated as a tyrant, and 
deserving the fate of Peter 111., complaining of op- 
])ression, and calling for the redress of grievances, 
which they say they hope for from the humanity of 
Pi ince Henry. As this is hitherto wisely concealed 
from the king, whose vivacity of resentment might 
lead him still greater' lengths, no search is making 
for the authors of these malicious libclsf. The 
ministers have not the courage to report to their 
master what iti told them, and much less dare they 
insinuate what may be the consequences of a rash 
or false stepj. He is impatient of contradiction, 

' and receives top easily impressions that flatter or 
coincide with his present passion, and experience, 
has shown to me how difficult it is for that monarch 
to vanquish even his ill-grounded prejudices. He is 

* Dispatch of 18th April, 1763, and 7th January, 1764. 
t Dispatch of 19th ApriL 

. t Dispatches of 27th Match, 8th May, and 26th Jun«, 1764. 
Mitchell papers, vol. vii. 
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naturally of a suspicious temper. Though upon some 
occasions he laughs at all formalitifes, yet no man is 
more tenacious of them in wliatcver he thinks touches 
his rank, dignity, and consideration"^. 

“ Count 13orcko, governor of the prince of Prussia, 
had spoken in a company upon the nature and the 
effects of war, and the calamities occasioned to man¬ 
kind in gcncralf. This was rejiorted to the king 
with some exaggerations, on which account he turned 
the conversation at table to the subject. Though 
Borckc here expressed himself in more moderate 
terms, the king fell into a violent passion, and told 
Trim that, with such sentiments, he was unworthy to 
wear the unifonn of a major-general and much more 
to be about his nephew; so he was dismissed. 

“ The king’s economy has increased of late to 
such a degree as to deserve another namej; it ex¬ 
tends to the meanest trifles§. He is often rough 
and out of humour, but, indeed, his dominions are 
exhausted to such a degree, that the bare descrip¬ 
tion would move the hardest heart. 

“ The king has caused investigations to be made 
into the embezzlement of public money. As the 
people against whom this inquiry iS making are 
chiefly strangers, adventurers, and jn-ojectors of new 
taxes, they have incurred the greatest odium, and 
the people call loudly for vengeance|(’. 

“ Great confusion in the domestic affairs ha#i(irisen 
^om many alterations the king has made for some 

’'Dispatch of 21st August. Mitchell Papers, tuI. vii. 
f Dispiiijii of ‘24th March. Iiiid. 
t Dispatch of 2Ii>t April and 23d June. Ibid. 

§ Dispatches o(Jkd and 9th May, 1763. . Ibid., vols. vi. and vii. 

11 Dispatches of Cth and 17th September, and Ist November, 1766. 
Ibid., vul. vii. 
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time in the manner of raising: his taxes and of auff- 
mentin}' his rcvihiuc, by adoptinsr several schemes 
offered by projectors and adventurers, most of which 
arc found to be pernicious and impracticable. This 
disap])oiutment sits heavily on his mind, and has 
affected his temper. The representations of his sub¬ 
jects, however well-founded and conveyed to him in 
the most rcs])cctful terms, and in the humblest man¬ 
ner, have hitherto not had any effect, and so far from 
softening him, 'rather do confirm him in his reso¬ 
lution of pursuing measures which, in the opinion of 
those Avho best understand the state of this country^ 
cannot fail of being fatal to the commerce, industry/ 
and credit of his dominions*. 

“ The directors of the new excise, mostly rccom- 
mendedf, as is said, by Ilelvctius, arc all French¬ 
men of low condition, and totally ignorant of the 
language, manners, and customs of this country. 
Three of them, as 1 have been informed, were bank¬ 
rupts, of whom M. dc ('andi was one. lie, however, 
had a disjmtc with Launay, and was shot by him. 
Tlie new projects of the excise give the utmost dis¬ 
satisfaction to the subjects, and have really alienated 
the affections’of the people from their sovereign to 
a degree hardly to be described];.” 

I’o these observations on the internal administra- 
'^tion arc added others relative to political affairs. 
Thus*"13ngland endeavoured to unite with Russi%.- 
and Prussia, in order to oppose the Bourbon family 
compact§. “Frederick remarked upon this subject: 

• Dispatch of 15th Novemlxsr. Mitchell Papers, vol. vii. 
t Dis|>atch of i"th December, 170fi.^4bid. 

I Dispatch of 4th June, 17C8. Ibid. 

^ Dispatch of 17th Seidember, 17G6. Ibid. 
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‘ Alliances miidc with a view to distant events arei 
for the most part, merely matters Orostentalion, and 
rarely produce any'other effect thafi that of imposing 
for a short time on the adverse party.’ He then re¬ 
peated an Italian proverb: ‘ Chi sta bene non si 
muove.’ Mitchell answei^: ‘ Chi sta solo non sta 
bene.’ The king then hinted ^t the, treatment he 
had met with frSm us when the last peace was made, 
and talked of the instability of our measures and 
sudden changes in our administration, M^ch made 
it almost impossible to transact business with us 
U'with any sort of security. I answered as well as I 
could.” 

England having renewed in December, 1766*) 
^ts proposal for the triploPalliance, the king an¬ 
swered :—" The alliance proposed, so far from con¬ 
tributing to public tranquillity, may" be the means 
of interrupting it, and that suddenly, as it cannot 
fail to excite jealousy in the other powers of Europe, 
and lead them to unite themselves, ])orliaps, more 
strictly together than they arc at present. Things 
are now quiet; 1 wish tliey may long continue so. 
Associations of different powers, upon a general 
plan, arc seldom of long duration, and seldom pro¬ 
duce a good effect. Circumstances vary so fast, that 
tbtire is hardly any possi^^ility of nuking provision 
in a general treaty for events that may ^ppen. 
I^hen the storm seems to be rising, |pd cldros be¬ 
gin to appear, then, and not till then, is the time for 
uniting together a M concerting measures to ward 
off the impending Ipngcr. I am, therefore, unwil¬ 
ling to ente Wn to schemes that may occasion new 
wars.#’ 

* Dispatch of 4th December. Mitchell Papers, vol. vti. 
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“ With respect to France, the king said, ‘ That, 
though he mail0 no doubt the French were medi¬ 
tating revenge, to recover the liohour they had lately 
lost in the field, as well as by treaty, they were not 
yet, however, in a condition to execute tlieir plans, 
by reason of the disorder of their affairs. Neither 
•did he imagine thyy womd make Germany the seat 
of action, as they were heartily sicl of that country; 
not only because of their ill-success, but also on 
accountj|||. the immense expense it had put them to, 
during the last war; that, besides, they could more 
cffect\jally hurt the interest and trade of Englapi^ 
by carrying their arms elsewhere.’ The king con¬ 
cluded that, in all probability, the first war that 
broke out would be in4( part of the world where he 
could be of little use. 

“ As I made allusions on the danger of the king 
from Austria, he replied, ‘ 1 well understand what 
you allude to. If I am attacked, 1 am ready to de¬ 
fend myself, and you liave seen what 1 can do.' I 
answered, that 1 had been an eye-witness to his 
doing what, I believed, no man but liim could have 
done, but still there was great danger in repeating 
the experiment.” 

The latter might, however, be said for Austria* 
also, and this j^ilarity of experience and a))])r^;i^D- 
sion forded a security for the duration of jicace, 
ThuJwhe n^otiations attempted on the patt ^ 
England led to no result. 

Before this time, when MitcMl was to leave Ber¬ 
lin, the king wrote to him* j^“ I am very sorry, 
my dear Mitchell, that your recal e^^cly separates 

* The '25th June, 1765. Mitchell Papers, toI.^L 
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US; however, ^ic memory of your good conduct and 
of your merit will not be lost here.’*' 

On the other hand, the ambassador testifies, 
“ Frederick is very artful, and possesses, in the most 
eminent degree, the talent of .conciliating those he 
has a mind to gain*.” 

Let me be permitted to add to these dispatches 
of Mr. Mitchell some observations. 

In the first place,, the depreciation of the coin was 
a bad measure, accompanied with injurkms conse¬ 
quences ; but it is easier to blame tha^o say by 
^vhit better means the king might have ext^^cated 
himself from his terrible embaiTassments. The doc¬ 
trine of public credit and public debts was not at 
that time so complete as i^tinow is. Who would 
have lent him anything, either voluntarily or by 
compulsion 1 and has not the excessive increase of 
worthless papercursency as bad consequences as a 
deterioration of the cuiTcnt coin ? 

Secondly, The desolation and exhaustion of his 
kingdom gave the king but too much reason to prac¬ 
tise extreme frugaHlJ^ It is well known how amply 
he was thereby enabled to assist the several pro¬ 
vinces. 


• Thirdly, Frederick certainly insisted strictly on 
liilj^yal character and dignity ; ^ a^ ^ding in it, he, 
hovfcver, disdained petty inquiriea^dglinst indlmdual 
|declkimers and libellers, and affecteiLnot ttlBcnow 
that his brother Henry pretended to be dissatisfied. 
Of the latter Mitchgll says:—“ The prince is very 
vain, and hates h||prother, of whose greatness he 
is jealous. w^iLthe same time he has talents, but 


• Tke 9th September, 1769. Mitchell Papers, toI. tii. 
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more cunning than real parts, and French to the 
bone*.’' • 

Fourtlily, Persons in office undoubtedly were 
averse frequently to contradict tlic hing, but, on 
important occasions, they, as history shows, by no 
means neglected their duty, and rather ran the risk 
of losing their posts. Frederick, too, knew very well 
that the two systems which alternately prevailed in 
France, namely, the sale of offices, and the appoint¬ 
ment oftltfficers at pleasure, were equally bad. 

Fifthly, Religious toleration and the liberty of 
the press were greater in Prussia than in most 
the EuroY)can states, but by no means unlimited, as 
Lessing has justly observed j-. In particular, public 
censure of measures of^ the government would not 
have been tolerated, so much as attacks on o])inions 
relative to the church and to religion. This last 
cii'cuinstance has, liowevcr, b6en alleged, without 
reason, as a proof of Frederick’s entire indifference 
in matters of religion, ahd even of his atheism. The 
manner in which the dogmas o^ Protestantism'had 
been forced upon him in his youth, and.^hat he had 
seen of Catholic intolerance, for instance, in France 
could not satisfy his mind, nor was genuine Chris¬ 
tianity manifested in cither. Though he never 
penetrated to ^is, even ip later years, his tho'ug^ts 
and jMcarcheS'-ebntinually recurred to these most 
impoKant qEpstions, He decidedly disapprovc^T 
whenever he was in earnest, the shallow views of the ' 
foi’dkant French philosophcB|^ Wc subjoin some 
proofs from his works J. 

* The 19th December, \7j7. hlitrhcll vol. uviii. 

f Works, vol. xxrii. 25G. 
t CEuries posth., vul. viii. 11; xi. 79, 9J. 

T 
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In a letter to Mitchell he said : 

“ Un systemc U6 pat la sagessc ct I'iirt, 

Dont I’ordre, le rapport, le but se manifoste, 

Demoiitre ouvertcment un ouvrier celeste. 

Le hazard n’est qu'un mot .sans rien si;;nifier 
A rorgueil msi|rni{iant, qui sert de buiiclier— 

Pour souti-nir ce moude et pour le pioteger 
Un Dieu sufilt, son bras ne peut se partager. 

“ It is said in the Gospel, ‘ Do not unto others as 
ye would not have them do unto you.’,Now this 
precept is the sum of all morality. It is therefore 
. ridiculous, and an extravagant exaggeration to say, 
that that religion only makes men rascals. The law 
ought never to be confounded with the abuse. If 
I defend the moral doctrines of Christ, I defend 
that of all philosophers, and I give up to you the 
dogmas, which are no part of it. When people ex¬ 
claim against this religion, they ought to point out 
the time of which they speak, and distinguish the 
abuses from the institution.” 

The king decidedly declares in several places 
against the,^.sy.vteme de la nature, and says, for in¬ 
stance* There is no logic in this book; there 
. are only paralogisms and vicious circles of reason- 
ings, paradoxes, and complete follies, at the head of 
which must be placed the jifrench r^ginblic. 

“ There is in the works of Diderot a tone of self- 
sufficiency and of arrogance, which offipnds oilP sense 
of liberty. Modesty becomes everybody.” 

The king said pmjheticallyf :—“ I am persuaded 
that a fanatic philH^her is the greatest of all pos¬ 
sible monsters, and at the same time the most incon- 


* CEuvres posth., vol. ix, 150, 207; xi. 81,180,181. 
t Ibid., voL zi. 113,161. 
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sistent animal on the face of the cartli. I despair of 
niy little capacity to establish a government on fhe 
footing which your wise legislators (who have never 
governed) prescribe.” 

Sixthly, The king very clearly saw how rich a 
source of public revenue was afforded by the duties 
of custom and excise. On the other hand, the peo¬ 
ple were justly discontented with the forms and the 
substance of the French excise laws, nic principles 
respecting commerce, trade, importation, exporta¬ 
tion. &c., which were at that time laid down and ob¬ 
served, were certainly liable to well-founded objec¬ 
tions ; yet they were not so foolish at that time as 
they would be in our days. If, therefore, Frederick 
overvalued and injudiciously imitated (he French 
system, Prussia has now the greater merit of pre¬ 
senting to other states, and especially to France, a 
better example, by the abolition of the prohibitory 
and commercial system of Colbert. 

Seventhly, With respect to foreign affairs, a closer 
union with France or England would always have 
alienated one of the two powers, and inclined Austria 
to join it. In this situation Frederick was obliged, 
above all things, to enter into a more intimate con¬ 
nexion with llussia, and to support many of Cathe¬ 
rine’s plans, which, undj;r other circumstanccsj he 
would perhaps have opposed. 
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CHAPTER XLI. 

Catherine’s Government—Orloff—The Princess Daschkotf—Panin 
—Galitzin—Poland—Situation of Austria—King Stanislaus—Plan 
for Partitioning Poland—Diets—Confederations—Distress and Mi¬ 
sery—Approaching Convulsion—Murder of Iwan III.—Mirowitz. 

Though my researches and the fruits of them, on 
the whole, close with the treaties of peace of Paris 
and Huhertsberg, it may not bo superfluous to add 
some fragments from the years immediately suc¬ 
ceeding, especially Avith respect to Russia and Po¬ 
land. 

Notwithstanding its external splendour, the go¬ 
vernment of Catherine was neither perfectly tran¬ 
quil, nor free from censure. " TjjiC partiality of 
the empress for Count Orloff, and the distinction 
shown him (writes Buckingham), increases daily, 
and offends many persons *. It would have no bad 
effect if he were presented with a watch adorned 
with diamonds, of the value of about five hundred 
pounds. There is little money here, but much is 
spent. The interior of the government is in great 
confusion. The senate publishes resolutions one 
day Avhich are reversed the next. There is not the 
same appearance of general satisfaction and cheer¬ 
fulness which prevailed two months ago, and many 
hren venture to hint their disapprobation the 
measures of the court. 

“ The uncertain^ of everything here, and the 
sudden revolutions w favour, make it very difficult 
for a foreigner to keep avcU with this court, and 

* Dispatches of 21st February and 2Cih March, 1763. Russia, 
vul. Ixxiii. 
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almost impossible for him to give satisCactioii to his 
own *. 

“ Many soldiers arc discontented, and Princess 
Daschkoff, with her liusbaud, lias been sent to Riga. 
That lady’s arrogant behaviour, in a great measure, 
lost her the empress’s esteem. Her spirit was too 
great eitlier to try to appease her mistress, or to 
submit to her disgrace; and she has been suspected 
since of exciting and encouraging tliose who were 
disaffected to the present government. 

“ The persons f concerned in the late disturbances 
did not avow any design against lier majesty. They 
profess that their only object was the removal of 
Count Orloff from that distinguished favour wliicli 
he enjoys. He is considered so much of an u]).slart 
in this court, where there is little else, that all but 
his own family are his enemies ; but none more in¬ 
veterate than those Avho were engaged with him in 
the late revolution, and thought their pretensions 
superior to his. His being sent to fetch the em¬ 
peror (empress ?) from Peterhof, the circumstance 
from whence he is sup])oscd to have derived his 
present greatness, was merely accidental. 

“ In the tumult of Moscow the guards called for 
the great duke Paul, expressing that they thought 
his life was in danger, though they had very little 
reason for such a surmise, as her majesty must be 
sensible that his life, during his minority, is her 
greatest securit 3 \ 

“ Respecting Iwan the accounts arc different; 
some say that he is a com|^tc idiot; others, that 
he only wants education, and conceals his ca])acitj'. 

* Diiii)atches of 17th and 2cith June. Itunaia, vol. Ixir. 
f Dispatch of 2dth Augiiat. Ibid. 
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" The empress’s life is a mixture of trifling amuse¬ 
ments and intense application to business, which, 
however, from the difficulties which arc often indus¬ 
triously put in her way, as well as the variety of 
schemes at once, has as yet produced nothing. Nu¬ 
merous and extensive are her plans, hut greatly in¬ 
adequate are the means she is able to einjdoy. 

“ Panin is the cliief, if not the sole minister here*; 
no deliberation is held, no resolution taken without 
him. Everything here, both foreign and domestic, 
passes tlwough his hands. He is certainly an un- 
corrupted man; and though not without many faults, 
such as pride, inflexibility, and procrastination, he 
is, in my opinion, by far the properest man in this 
country for the great employment with which he is 
honoured. 

“ Prince Galitzin, the vice-chancellor, is extremely 
polite and well-bred, but has neither inherited great 
talents from Nature, nor taken much pains to culti¬ 
vate those few which she gave him. He has little 
credit, and is, as a minister, rather of parade than of 
confidence. The empress herself is a most extra¬ 
ordinary woman, and an example of application and 
information infinitely superior to any of her sub¬ 
jects. 

“ Count Orloff is her chief favourite, and seems to 
have lately taken a resolution worthy of a much 
wiser man, which is, to meddle very little in public 
affairs, not at all in foreign, and quietly to enjoy his 
good fortune and present happiness. 

“ The empress has V)ery much at heart the afiairs 
of Polandf.” On the 9th of October, 1763, Mitchell 

* Macartney to Mitchell, June 22, 1766. Mitchell Papers, vol. xziii. 
t The 3th April, 1763. Russia, vol. Ixxiii. 
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mentions a report that Prussia and Bussia intended 
to partition Pol^pd, but docs not believe it to be well 
founded * * * § . The Austrian ambassador was of a dif¬ 
ferent opinion ; and Maria Theresa said she wished 
to live in peace to the end of her days, and trembled 
at the least spark, for fear it should kindle into a 
flame f. In the Polish diet in 1702, disputes ran so 
high, that the jiarties drew their swords upon each 
other, especially on the questionJ, whether the son of 
Count llruhl had a right to vote. Catherine sup¬ 
ported the opponents of the court till the Czar- 
toriskis j)rcvailed. In January, 17(54, Panin said §, 
tliat two millions of rubles had already been spent 
in Poland; and their friends demanded further sums 
to outbid tlie French. There had not been the most 
remote idea of a j>artition of the republic. 

In Maj% 17(51, Maria TJieresa demanded !| tliat 
the king should engage not to send trooj)s to Po¬ 
land, unless she did so, which she would promise not 
to do. Frederick answered, that he could not give 
such a declaration, without previously concerting 
with the empress of Bussia. 

England had at that time no longer any influence 
in Petersburg. At least Macartney writes to Mit¬ 
chell^ :—“ I must not omit to tell you in confidence, 
that nothing can equal the contempt, in which not 
only the empress and her ministers, but even all the 
diplomatic body, hold British politics. For how- 

* Mitchell I’apers, vul. vL 

f The 9th November, 1703. Stormont'i. Disipatch. Austria, vol. cxciv. 

1 The 16th October, 1702, aud 3Uth June, 1704. Mitcliell Papers, 
vol. xxiv. 

§ The 17th Jauuaiy, 1704. Russia, vol. Ixxv. 

II Thu 29th May, 1704. Mitchell Papers, vol. vii. 

^ The 19th Pebruary, 1706. i bill, vol. xxiii. 
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ever wise or necessary the frequent dianges in the 
administration may be supposed at home, it is cer¬ 
tain that they render us ridiculous and despicable 
abroad. ?. 

“ The king of Prussia aflects the most firm attach¬ 
ment to the empress’s person, and the highest admi¬ 
ration of her virtues and accomplishments *. At the 
same time he professes the utmost deference to Pa¬ 
nin’s talents and opinions. Panin (says Macartneyf) 
told me in confidence, that the king of Prussia had 
frequent fits of the spleen, which, for the time, to¬ 
tally disordered his understanding; that it was very 
carefully kept secret, or glossed over by another 
name, but that nothing was more certain. He 
added, that if Bussia did not keep him in awe, he 
W’as very capable of committing great follies.” 

The affairs of Poland continued to be the centre 
of Russian policy. In February, 176G, Macartney 
writes X :—“ At the beginning of the last diet, the 
court of Vienna made some very serious overtures to 
his Polish majesty (Stanislaus) by the channel of his 
brother, the prince Poniatowski the general, advis¬ 
ing him to shake off lus uneasy dependence on Rus¬ 
sia, and to embrace the friendship of Austria, offering 
him an archduchess in marriage, and even proposing 
a plan of operations for carrying these projects into 
execution, and for supporting them when executed. 
This is very certain. 

“ The court of Wassaw has made the greatest en¬ 
deavours § to introduce the plurality (in the diet) 

* Macartney to Mitchell, 17th November, 1766. Mitchell Papers, 
vol. xxiii. 

f The 4th September, 1766. Ibid. 

I The 27th February. Ibid. 

} Dispatch of 2Gth November, 1766. Ibid. 
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for the imposing of taxes and augmenting the troops. 
The Bussians and Prussians oppose, and the court 
yields very unwillingly. 

“ The result of a twenty-four liours' assembly of the 
bishops to consider what concessions might be made 
by them in favour of their persecuted brethren (the 
dissidents) was, that a resolution passed unanimously 
in the diet, confirming all the acts that had been 
made against them. Fears arc entertained of the 
further plans and resolutions of Prussia and Russia, 
in consequence of this intolerant proceeding. 

“ There arc new rumours about a partition of 
Poland *. The confederation was prcinaturely and 
injudiciously begun | before the Russians withdrew, 
and gives now new pretexts for tlieir remaining. 
The chief cause of the universal dissatisfaction that 
prevails in Poland is owing to the behaviour of the 
Russian troops, who pillage and plunder wherever 
they come, and treat the inhabitants with great 
cruelty and insolence J. Repnin executed his orders 
in an imperious manner. The haughtiness and in¬ 
solence with which he treats the Polish nobility has 
created in that nation a universal detestation of the 
Russians. 

“ Kaunitz pledges his honour that § the Turhs 
have not been incited from Vienna to a war with 
Russia.” 

On the 19th of April, I7G9, Colonel Cocceji 
kvrites from Warsaw' !| :—“ The king of Poland is in 


• Dispatch of 14th February, 17C7. Mitchell Paper*, vol. vii. 
f Uisputch of 26tli March, 17C8. Ibid. vul. xxiii. 

J Dispatch of 9th July, 17G8. Ibid. vul. vii. 

J Dispatch of Srd December, 17C8. Ibid. vol. xxv. 

11 Mitchell Papers, vol. xlvi. 

T 3 
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the greatest embarrassment. The troubles continue, 
the country is laid waste, blood flows on all sides, 
the public revenues cease, the administration of jus¬ 
tice is suspended; in a word, all possible calamities 
seem to have come over us, and we cannot see the 
end of them. What aggravates the evil is, tha| the 
empress of Russia pretends that she is acting only 
for the good of Poland, while her troops pillage the 
country and massacre the inhabitants. 

" Stanislaus is bowed down by giief *. In reply to 
his representations, the empress answered, it is not 
the dissidents that arc the cause of the troubles, 
they arise from the hatred of the nation to you. 
The king’s counsellors permit him to take false 
steps in order to ruin him in the opinion of the 
empress. His uncles betray him, and the unhappy 
prince is undone, unless a Dms ex machina comes to 
save him. We arc on the eve of a great revolution.” 

It is not my intention at present to continue my 
communications beyond this crisis, but merely to 
mention, in conclusion, the fate of Iwan III. 

Count Panin told Buckingham, that the prince’s 
understanding was absolutely confused, and his 
ideas Avere blended together, without the least ra¬ 
tional distinctionj. The ambassador gives the fol¬ 
lowing account of his end on the 20th of July, I764§: 
“ Lieutenant Mirowitz, who was upon guard in the 
citadel of Schlusselburg, where Prince Iwan was 
confined, having first seduced the soldiers under his 
command, went to the commandant a^d insisted 

* Dispatch of 10th May, 1769. Mitchell Papers, vol. xlvi. 
f Dispatches of 4th aod 17th October, 1769. Ibid. 

1 Dispatch of 3rd Augiut, 1764, Russia, vol. Izs7. 

$ Ibid. 
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upon his immediately releasing the prince, which 
the commandant declining, he immediately caused 
him to be bound. He next obliged the keeper of 
the magazine of powder to deliver j)owdcr to his 
soldiers. The noise which these proceedings occa- 
sioni^, alarmed a captain and lieutenant, one of 
whom was in the prince’s bedchamber, the other in 
the ante-room. Lieutenant Mirowitz, having afresh 
encouraged his men, advanced to the prince’s apart¬ 
ment, and demanded, with the most violent threats 
in case of a refusal, that the emperor, as he called 
him, sliouhl be produced. After some resistance, 
the captain and lieutenant, finding themselves in 
danger of being overpowered, told Mirowitz, that, if 
ho persisted, it would endanger the ])rince's life, as 
their instructions were, in case they found their 
efforts to guard him ineffectual, immediately to put 
him to death. Mirowitz, deaf to all remonstrances, 
forced the door, which put them under the unhappy 
necessity of executing their orders. The first stab 
from a Captain-lieutenant Uchtinskoi, waked the 
unfortunate youth, who was asleep in bed; he made 
so stout a resistance, as to break one of the swords, 
and received eight wounds before he expired. The 
officers then produced the body to Mirowitz and his 
soldiers, and told them thc^ might now do with their 
emperor what they thouglit projier. Mirowitz car¬ 
ried the corpse to the front of the guard, and 
covered it with tlie colours, and then, with all his 
soldiers, ptostrated himself before it, and kissed liis 
hand. Then taking oil his own gorget, sa.>>h, and 
sword, laid them by the body, and addressing him¬ 
self to Korsakoff, colonel of the regiment of Sinolen- 
sko, who was then arrived, and. pointing to the 
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body, told ijm, ‘ There is your emperor, you may 
do by me as you please. “■ Adverse fortune has 
blasted my design. .J,mourn not my own fate, but 
the misery of my poor fellow-citizens, and the inno¬ 
cent victim of my undertaking.’ He then em¬ 
braced the under-officers, and surrendered hit^sclf 
and his soldiers. 

“ Printed declarations have been seized, which 
justify the intended Fevolution, and it is suspected 
that Princess Daschkoff had a hand in it. 
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Peter 1.—^The Fleet—National Costumes—Menzikolf—CharlesXII. 
King Augustus—Poland—Projects of Peace—Oid Russian Party— 
Insurrection iu .Astrachan—Heards—Keguiations respecting Dress 
—liisurroction of the Bashkirs—Tax upon Kjes—Kvpcdition of 
Charles Xll. to Russia—The Swedish and the Russian Army— 
Scheremetofi'—Menzikoff—Defeat of Liiaeiihaupt—Kebelliuii of 
Mazeppa—Battle of Pultawa—Conduct of Peter—Turkish War- 
Proceedings against corrupt Officers—Moiizikotl^—.Apraxin—Death 
of Peter 1.—Catheiine I.—Petirll.—Princess Natalia—The Fall 
of Menzikoff—The Princess Klizalieth—Dolgorucky—Count Oster- 
mann—Death of Peter 11.—The Kmjiress Anne—Plan of a Change 
in the Form of Governnient—Airival of the Empress—Acceptance 
and Overthrow of the new Constitution—Gulofkin—Ostermann— 
Jaguschinsky—Cnlimited Power of the Empress—Thu Princess 
Elizabeth —Lestocq —Biron —Magnificence —Poverty— Intrigues 
—Biibery—Licentiousness—Birou's Influence and Plans—Princess 
Anne—Anthony L'lrick of Brunswick—Succession to the Throne— 
Saporogue Cossacks. ^ 

Therm arc, in the State-paper Office, fivc-and-twenty 
folio volumes of disjtatclies relative to the history of 
Russia, from 1704 to 1740. The following extracts 
from them will be the more interesting as from our 
want of authentic data, for a knowledge of that 
empire, even notices of inferior importance become 
extremely valuable. 

In his first dispatch, of the 7th December, 1704, 
Mr. Whitworth writes from Breslau* :— 

Vol. iii. 



422 FHEDERJICK II. AND HIS TIMES. [aPP. 

^ Charles seems to be very ^ttle craccrned 
about the Provinips of Livonia, either for me ruin 
of the country, or the ijj||amities of the people, and 
told Prince Alexander, (^oliigski?^ he was not soiTy 
the czar had made such progrcal^ and cut him out 
new work for his arms, which otherwise he must ha^e 
laid down at the end of the Polish war, and retired 
to an inglorious private life in his own kingdom. 
War is the only delight and passion of this young 
monarch, who, on most occasions, follows his own 
opinion, without having any regard to the advice of 
his ministers or generals.” 

From Br^lau the ambassador went to Wilna, and, 
on the 30tn of January, 1705, gives the following 
account of his journey:— 

“ I was five days in travelling twenty-two Ger¬ 
man miles through the king of Prussia’s country, 
on the road to Wilna. I cannot suflBciently express 
the misery I found over all, the desolation of the 
present war having doubled what the inhabitants 
sufiered, even in time of peace, through the pride 
and luxury of the lesser nobles, and the abject 
slavey of the other country people. 

“ T^s town has likewise had its share of ruin in 
the present disturbaqces ; the nobility, who usually 
resided here, have either followed some party in the 
war, taken refuge in foreign countries, or retired pri¬ 
vately to their estates, to be as much out of the way 
of the present factions as possible. So the storehouses 
they had here are entirely gone to decay, and the 
ordinary citizens make a sliift with little wooden cot- 
tagesS)f no value, which is their common way of 
building. The churches, however, the three colleges 
of Jesuits, and the other convents of friars, are in 
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pretty good repair, and, by their B|ru(sture, show 
that this city has formerly been io^ very flourishing 
condition. 

“ Tlic Muscovite* footjs much commended on all 
hands, and one o|^ their regiments, which 1 ^aw 
cc^ng to the town two days ago, marched in very 
good order. The officers were all in German habits, 
and the common soldiers were well armed with mus- 
kets, swords, and bayonets, >l>ut dressed, after their 
own country fashion, in a coarse sort of sackcloth. 
Tliey easily sujtport all manner of hardsliips, and 
are inured to cold and hunger, two necessary quali¬ 
fications, both for soldiers and travellers, in these 
countries. So that, were they used to \^r, and led 
by good officers (whereof they have great want), 
they would be a much more dangerous enemy than 
they arc at present reckoned by their neighbours, 

“ General Ogiiisky said to me, ‘ the king Augus¬ 
tus was, and is, betrayed by his own easiness, fol¬ 
lowing the counsels of such Poles as arc about him, 
whereof he declares not three either of the ecclesias¬ 
tics or seculars, arc really his well-wishers, and only 
make use of his name and authority to carry on 
their private interest and revenge. Amongiff, this 
number lie reckons the most part of the Potoskis, 
and all the family of Lubomirsky, who have again 
closed with his majesty, not out of inclination to his 
person, but out of envy to the new elected Stanis¬ 
laus, and animosity against the Swedes, for not 
having bestowed the crown to the grand-general, 
and, therefore, he thinks tliey ought not to be 
trusted, since they would be ready to chango*thcir 
principles again, on any new prospect of self-advan¬ 
tage. 



424 FREDERICK II. AND HIS TIMES. [aPP 

Besido^t^ natural inconstancc^ and ujj^casinesfi 
of the Poles in aii^ condition, they are discon¬ 

tented with^tlie iinperh^ carriage and exactions oi 
their new guest^*, wHomj»*^iougR they arc bid to 
loojc upon as friends, they cannot so soon forget to 
have been their jwicicnt, and almost hereditary, 
enemies. This was the general language of the 
lesser nobilitj, with whom I had occasion to con¬ 
verse, either* nere or ki my r5ad. For being, by 
their privileges, exempt from any contributions, ex¬ 
cept what they themselves agi’ec to in their respec¬ 
tive diets, they think it a great grievance to give 
the Muscovites five dollars a month for every house, 
as the g;cnltals have demanded, and actually gather 
in, under the notion of forage and provisions. The 
excesses of some private oiheers and soldiers have 
added not a little to the general discontents. The 
reconciliation of the contending parties becomes 
mor^ difficult, and the final decision by force is, at 
least, as doubtful as at the first beginning of the 
quarrel. 

“ In Tosuhofe (?)|, the first little town of the 
Czar’s dominions, the Starost or burgomaster, a 
good bid peasant, attended by half a dozen of his 
brethren, with long beards, came to make me a com¬ 
pliment, and presented me a greqt loaf of coarse 
brown bread, strewed with salt, bidding me welcome 
in the Czar’s country, and desiring me to take part 
of such fare as they liad.” 

His entrance into Moscow was, however, of a more 
dignified nature, as was also his audience with the 


By these guests, as the context shows, are meant the Russians, 
f Dispatch from Smolensk of iSth February. 
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Czar, tliough notiiing deserving j;^rt!bnrar notice 
occurred. ^ 

“ I had the honour,” saj’s IMlitworth *, to make 
a compliihent to the Cz^t^ son and heir, Alexius, 
a tall, handsome priffee, about sixteen years old, 
who speaks pretty good high Dutch, and was jirc- 
sent at the entertainment with the first minister 
Golowkin.” ^ 

A dispatch of the 25th of March, 1705, gives an 
account of the llussian army :— 

“ The foot arc generally very well exercised, and 
the officers tell me. they cannot enough admire what 
application the common soldiers use till tfacytliave 
learned their duty. The Czar has lately formed six¬ 
teen regimentf. of diagoons, which generally consist 
of the nobility oi- landed men, several whereof arc 
obliged to serve as common soldiers at their own 
expense. They are mounted upon light Tartat; 
horses, and have had several successful rencontres 
w'ith the Swedish parties in Liefland (Livonia); but 
it is not thought they will be able to make head, in 
a set battle, against the Swedish cuirassiers, who 
have a great advantage by their horses and armsf 

“ The Cossacks arc somewhat in the nature of 
the emperor’s Hussars, and fitter for surprise and 
skirmishes than aby regular action. They are 
armed, some witii short riltc guns, and others with 
bows and arrows. 

“ The artillery is, at present, extremely well- 
served ; and General Ogilvy tells me. that he never 
saw any nation go better to war, with their cannqps 
and mortars, than the Russians did, last year, at 


* Dispatch from Moscow, 11th March, 
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it 

* A I 

Warsaw. *They,]^aVe new cast one hundred brass 
pieces of cannon of severed calibres, ^ith several 
mortars, and great quantities bombs, grenades, 
powder, and other ammtinitiOT, whereof here is 
plenty enough, several min« of very good iron 
having been found of late years, and Circassia fiir- 
nishes more saltpetre than what they have occasion 
for. They have also begun to make muskets and 
pistols, having procured some gunsmiths from the 
elector Palatine’s country of Berg, who have already 
prepared arms for several regiments. 

" The maintaining all these forces does not coi^t 
the Ozar above two-thirds of what other European 
princes must pay for the same number; since the 
Russians, who have estates, are obliged to serve at 
their o\vn charges, or for a very inconsiderable 
salary. So the only expense is foreign officers, and 
CQjmmon foot soldiers. 

' “ When the Czar is with his army, he has not 
hitherto appeared as general, but only as captain of 
the bombardiers, and acts according to that post; 
and his son, the young prince, is a cadet in the 
Prqpbrasenki guard, which they probably do with a 
design of obliging the first nobility to follow their 
example, and breed themselves up to a knowledge 
of mihtary affairs, whereas formerly, it seems, they 
thought they were bom generals, as well as lords 
and princes.” 

After some observations respecting the formation 
of the fleet, Whitworth continues:— 

1' The Czar has gone a great way in establishing 
his land and sea forces, in which by the strength of 
his own genius, and almost without any foreign as¬ 
sistance, he has succeeded beyond all expectations. 
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and Avill one ^ay make his empire very formidable 
to all his nei^bours, and especially to the Turks. 

“ His majesty ha|, also inadc a thorough change 
in the dress of his coi^try. In all this great cit}', I 
see not one of consideration appear otherwise than 
in German cloaks. One of the hardest tasks was 
the persuading them to lay aside their long beards** 
Most of the chief nobility lost theirs in the Czar’s 
presence, where there was no room to dispute his 
orders. The common people, however, were not so 
easily brought to follow the new fashion, till a tax 
was laid, at the city’s gates, on every one who went 
in or out with a beard, and this was to be paid as 
often as they passed, by which means they have at 
last been brought to conform. 

“ I'he Czar has, likewise, made several other 
great reformations, to the unspeakable advantage of 
his country; and though the good work is not yet 
brought to perfection, it is to be wondered how far 
his majesty has gone in so short a time, and without 
any disturbance, which must only be attributed to 
the haj>py genius of this prince, who is very curious 
and diligent, and, notwithstanding the disadvantage 
of his education, has acquired almost an universal 
knowledge by his own labour and obscrviationt. 

“ Idle Czar s favourite, Mcntschikof, possesses 
great practical skill and an affinity of genius to his 
master ;j;, but his origin and education is mean. He 
can neither read nor write, is very obstinate, and 
given up to vicious inclinations.” 

Whitworth's dispatches contain much information 

* See the subsequent dispatch of 3rd March, 17U6. 

f The Czar understood hij;h Dutch very well. Dispatch of 2nd 
May, 170G. J Dispatch of 13th June. 
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respiting the harbarities of the nor Acrn war, the 
desire for war or peace, ^ also of tne hopes and 
fears of the different parties, frpm which, by way of 
specimen, I select the folfowina* 

“ Forty-five Russians were^ken j)risoners by the 
Swedis. They had their two foripfgi’ fingers of their 
light hands cut off, in cold blood, some months after, 
and were then dismissed, with that ignominious 
mark in their own country. The Czar is extremely 
moved at this proceeding, and declared publicly, 
that though the Swedes endeavoured, by false re¬ 
ports, to represent him and his people as barbariaps 
and unchristian, yet he appealed t^"* all the world, 
and particularly to some thousands of Swedish pri¬ 
soners, now in his dominions, whether ever he liad 
treated any of them with such indignity ? Adding 
that, though he was sorry for these poor soldiers, 
yet he should find a great advantage by this action, 
for be intended to place one of them in every regi¬ 
ment, who might bo a living remonstrance to their 
companions, what usage they were to expect from 
their merciless enemies, in case they suffered them- 
seWes to be taken or overcome.” 

On the 21st November, 170.5, Whitworth writes:— 

“ The Cj[p,r is more in earnest to treat with Swe¬ 
den than 'ever, out of different reasons, at least, 
whether the Swedes would not listen to the Christian 
proposals of releasing the poor people, who suffer 
under so long a captivity, either by a general ex¬ 
change, or on their word given not to servo during 
the present war.” 

“ The king of Poland is equally weary of the 


* Dispatch of 2ail May, 1705. 
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Czar’s diroctjon, the war with Sweden*, and the 
crown of Poland, whicl^^c only maintains out of 
a pure point of honour an#l reputation, or else, as 
he told me himself, he would rather live a private 
citizen in Leipzig than'reign over such a people. He 
and the Czar hare endeavoured to shift fornthcm- 
sclves, by separate agreements; but the king of 
Sweden’s aversencss to peace had hitherto disap¬ 
pointed their laudable intentions, and kept them 
just and true to their alliance; however, they arc not 
strangers to one another's designs and inclinations, 
and from thence I believe what has been may be 
again, whenever they shall find it for their advan¬ 
tage, or whenever a neuter power shall have an in¬ 
terest to engage any of them to this stop. 

“ There is a fourth party concerned, which is the 
Poles*]-. Whoever has money to bribe, or force to 
compel, shall be acknowledged and obeyed, and the 
beaten party will be certainly rebels and enemies. 
For this unsettled nation like the sea, though it 
foams and roars,—only moves as it is agitated by 
some superior power. 

“ Thus I cannot learn that there arc any terms 
which may reciprocally content the Czar and the 
Swede, in the posture their afl'airs now arc. The 
one is resolved to keep Petersburgh, and, before the 
last extremity, the other unll scarce allow him that 
or any other port on the Baltic, whither the greatest 
part of the trade and revenues in Livonia would 
soon be drawn away; nor can I pretend to judge how 
far it may be the interest of England and Holland 


* Dispatch of 3r<l Fehru.iry, ITOr,. 
f Independent of Pbter, Charles XII. and Augustus. 
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to let the Uzartnto the affairs and trade of Europe 
by this door. The opi]||j^n that their neighbours 
will be, one day, bound to recover fo^hem this ■ 
province, partly caused the fatal neglect W that pro¬ 
vince; and the Czar himself sccm% apprehensive of 
this i^xim. 

« The extent of the Prussian coasts on the Baltic 
obliges the king of Prussia to take care that no 
formidable power encroaches on that sea.” 

Kespecting the old Jlussian party and the rebellion 
in Astrachan, the ambassador gives highly interest- 
ing particulars. The latter he alr ea dy mentions in 
a dispatch of the 7th of October, 1 Ttls, and places in 
conii^ioiVwith financial measures. 

« The Czar,” he says, “ has thought fit to take 
into his own hands the fishery and commerce of 
salt on the Wolga, which was formerly the chief 
employment and subsistence of that country.” 

A dispatch of the 3rd of March, 1706, is more cir¬ 
cumstantial :—“ Here is a set of people spread all 
over Moscow, who pretend to a greater degree of 
sanctity than the rest of their fellow subjects. They 
are strangely tenacious of their old ignorance and 
ceremonies; some whereof arc represented to be so 
impious that I can scarce believe any society of men 
was ever guilty of such behaviour under the notion 
of religion: however they were, about thirty years 
ago, condemned by the patriarch Nicholas, and pro¬ 
hibited under the severest penalties. Notwithstand¬ 
ing which censure, great part of the middling sort 
of people, who are the zealous patrons of long beards 
and garments, arc still thought to be privately of 
their persuasion. 

« You will have heard with how much difficulty 
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the whole nation submitted to the rSzor. Tlioy were 
prepossessed both by (s^om and religion. Their 
forefathers livcd unshaved, tlicir priests, saints, and 
martyrs, Ij^tre venerable for their beards ; tlicm they 
were bid to imitate; and tlie ignorant thought part 
of the dc\ otionUy in the beard, as Samson’s Ifength 
did in his hair. Nay, even the ladies themselves 
joined in the fiishion, and could at first be scarce 
brought to suffer the reformation in their husbiands. 
But the court and the cliiefjiersons liaA'ing comjdied 
with the Czar’s desires, the most prudent and mode¬ 
rate way of r^^ucing the commonalty, was thought 
to be the layw^ a tax on all beards, as often ^s they 
passed the gates of any principal town ;* an^'deavc 
was also given to lake out jn-otection for a yearly 
sum of money, wliich a great many have done; and 
on producing their ticket stam])ed with a long beard, 
are let pass without any further impiisition. 

“ Some time after another edict was published, en¬ 
joining the women to wear petticoats under the same 
penalties; whereas their former habit was only a 
loose gown, buttoned down before, and reaching to 
their heels. 

“ I have been the more particular in this account, 
because, however trifling these points may seem, 
they gave no small occasion to the present disturb¬ 
ances. For the governor of Astrachan being a cruel 
imprudent man, would not bc^ontent with the fine 
imposed by the Czar on the disobedient, but was re¬ 
solved to make a thorough reformation. For which, 
and 4fter the time of grace was expired, he placed 
his officers at all the church doors, who cut off the 
women’s loose garments, from their middles, and 
pulled out the beards of several persons by the roots. 
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Avhich violcncc"^t the yhole town (wtio wore gene¬ 
rally of the sort above in||0;ione4) in great anger; 
and Dne of the most Se^us, an^nder-receiver of 
the customs, being chosen for their captaiM, they as¬ 
saulted the governor in the night,,and cut him to 
pioce<§>together with tlrfec hundrtd families of fo¬ 
reigners, part merchants and part Swedish prisoners. 
In one of the houses they by chance found a peruke 
block, formally carved ndth nose, mouth, and eyes, 
which was immediately seized and carried in triumph 
through the town, the rabble crying after it:—‘ Be¬ 
hold the god of the strangers, whick^e shall at last 
bo forced to worship if we do not free^urselves from 
theif%stdftns and slavery.’ The ringleaders, with¬ 
out doubt, knew the barber well enough; but it 
served a turn, and passed current with the mob, who 
were used every day to see as rough hewn images 
adored by their neighbouring heathens of Tartary 
and Siberia.” 

The next interesting dispatches are of the year 
1708. On the 21 st of March the ambassador writes'^: 
—“ I always looked upon the Czar’s offer of entering 
into the grand alliance to be an indigested proposal, 
disadvantageous and impracticable in the present 
juncture, nor well understood by their court itself, 
who, like drowning men, do not look well about, but 
greedily catch at anything that may seem for their 
assistance. ^ 

“ The troops of Menzikoff, at their retreat from 
Wilna, were found plundering the villages, burning 
their magazines, and running away with thit^preci- 
pitation of a routed army from a little party of 
Swedes and Wallachians. 


• Vol. ir. 
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" The 26th September was the blhli-day of Prince 
Alexius, who had^cted J|r some time as governor of 
Moscow, and assisted afthe council of tlic lords and 
fortifications ofUie town with great application. 

“ The Baskirsky Tartars arc iu open rebellion. 
TJicir nation is^vcry rich" and numerous, ^d has 
many considerable villages towards the river Usta, 
being much more civilized than the Calmucks, or 
other hordes of great Tartary. They lived cpiietly 
while Prince Gallitzin was governor of Gasan; but 
the Prcbolshiks being set over them, exasperated 
the wlude country by their opj)ressians, the most 
material of \|pich had been the forcible baptizing of 
near 12,000 of them into the Muscovite region; 
and tlic most insolent was the imposing of a tax on 
all black eyes, the beauty of the country, and on . 
other colours in proportion; nor could tliis y)oor 
people obtain the least justice before they took up 
arms. But now their tormentors are removed, after 
a great struggle, and Prince Gallitzin is restored to 
his employment, with orders to go and examine 
their grievances and give them satisfaction.” 

Meantime the danger increased from the side of 
Sweden; and on the 23rd of May, 1708, the and)as- 
sador writes“ A llussian officer, coming from 
MenzikofTs army, says, that the resolution is taken 
to dispute the passage of the Beresina, which at ]<rc- 
sent separates the Swedish and the Muscovite armies, 
and though small, is very diffidhlt. 

“ The account he gives of the Swedes is, that the 
bodies of the men arc strong, their exercise good, 
theit*^egiments complete and desirous to engage; 
but the foot have ill fire-arms, the dragoons ill 
horses, and the army not three able generals, so that 

u 
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a vigorous onsct'and a bad issue of a battle may be 
expected, should it once come to that.” 

On tlie 28th of September, 17()8,«lie continues :— 
“ As the Czar was abandoned by King Augastus, his 
case was looked on to be almost desperate; till the 
contini^l aversion of his enemy to|i.ny negotiation, 
and the hard terms imposed on his late ally, made 
bim see what he was to expect, and that the only 
choice left was a resolute defence or entire ruin. He 
therefore fortified the places most exposed on his 
frontiers, recruited his army, raised a great number 
of new levies, procured many foreign officers; and 
during the long delays in Saxony;^^enewed his 
treaties with the confederate Poles. It was all along 
expected the king of Sweden, at his return, would 
have first endeavoured to unite this schism by a 
general diet of pacification, or to gain over M. Se- 
niaufski (?), and the other chief families, by some 
little compliance with their interests, which would 
have established the work of his hands, and might 
have insensibly led the Poles into the present war, 
whose troops were most proper to have secured his 
rear, and convoys of provisions from the sudden in¬ 
cursions of the Cossacks and Tartars, the want 
whereof is now his greatest distress. But these 
gentle means have been despised, nor any proper 
force yet employed towards the discontented party 
to effect their submission. 

“ If what the llussians report from the several de¬ 
serters and prisoners concerning the dearth in his 
camp is half true, it is now found to be the greatest 
obstacle to his designs. He has, indeed, always 
affected a total neglect of magazines and artillery, 
and has hitherto gone on with success, without these 
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expensive and unwieldy trains of ‘war. as well as 
his great ancestor, CharljBS Giistavus. whose life and 
deeds I have fbiwierly heard are his only study and 
imitation. But this was in Poland—a plentiful coun¬ 
try and licentious govenunent, where every man is 
free to cboose hb own way of ruin; nor lias any one 
the necessary power to sto]) the general flame by 
blowing up his neighbour’s house. But the maxims 
here arc quite otherwise; tlic rule is absolute, and 
no jirivate interest sufFored to come in competition 
with the good of the whole, or pleasure of tlie jirincc. 
Be.sides, the land is not so well tilled, tlu* villages 
lew, their wooden houses of little value, and tlic fui’- 
niture almost nothing; so that wherever an enemy 
approaches, the jK'ople arc warned away with wliat 
they can save, and the Cossacks set tire to the rest, 
as they have several times already done in sight of 
the Swedish army, who And all desolate before them, 
and, as they advance, will run further into want and 
cold. 

“ It is also observed they make their attack in the 
most difficult, though nearest, way to Moscow, where 
the towns arc most scattered, and the rivers, marshes, 
and woods least practicable. Wliercas, had they 
gone down to the Ukraine, they would have found a 
noble campaign, plenty of forage, and many rich 
towns of the Cossacks, a free ])co])le, not so well af¬ 
fected to the present government as to suffer a total 
desolation for its sake, the old general Mazeppa 
having work enough to keep them steady in their 
duty as it is. Or had the king made his atteni])t.on 
the side of Livonia, his rear had been secured, and 
provisions easily furnished by his own country and 
by sliipping. 

v2 



43G 


FREDERICK II. AND HIS TIMES. [aPF. 


“ The two armies are now within sight, and though 
the autumn be very fine, in five or six weeks it must 
give way to a five months cold and«now, nor can the 
army keep the field much longer. But where the 
Swedes can with safety take their winter-qnarters is 
not easy to be foreseen, without | general battle, 
which, though hard to come at, seems to be their 
best resource. For should they be obliged to repass, 
the Dnieper into Lithuania, and stay there till next 
spring, the war may endure as long as that in Poland 
did, and the conditions of peace be at least as uncer¬ 
tain and hazardous: were the crown army brought 
to their side it would be no despicable acquisition. 

“ Ai to the Czar, he has the advantage of a nu¬ 
merous army, that will amount next spring to near 
80,000 men, though now they are extremely lessened 
by desertion, skirmishes, sickness, and want of care. 
The army is composed of lusty well-made fellows, 
their exercise good, their air quite altered since their 
campaigns in Poland, and many of their regiments 
will doubtless fight if well led on. But their arms 
are bad, their horses worse; nor if once broken are 
they used to rally again in order, but charge as they 
can get together; and though encouraged by their 
late success, they will make a bold and vigorous 
attack, yet they are not proper to sustain a continual 
shock, and, if once heartily beaten, will scarce be 
brought to stand again. For it is the temper of the 
country, from the highest to the lowest, to be very 
confident on the least success, and to sink as low on 
any misfortune. 

The Czar’s greatest unhappiness is the want of 
good generals. The field-marshal Scheremetef is a 
gentleman of unquestionable personal valour, very 
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fortunate in his cxpc(litk)ns against the Tartars, and 
extremely beloved by his country and the common 
soldiers; but having never been employed against a 
regular enemy before, wants the necessary expe¬ 
rience, which is said to be the only cause that the 
battle was lost in Courland. 

“ Prince Mensikof, general of the horse, is the 
second in rank, but hrst in authority, since his as¬ 
cendant is so great, and as his orders in civil and 
military affairs arc equally absolute, and the C'zar 
generally used to follow his determinations, though 
sometimes against his own opinion, but his interest 
is said to decline. His whole character is very dis¬ 
advantageous, to say no worse. And as for the war, 
he has neither experience to know, capacity to learn, 
nor courage to execute, as was plainly seen by the 
late disorderly retreat from the Vistula to the Dnie¬ 
per, which gave little reason to think the Russians 
would now so well dispute their gi-ound. 

“ As for recruits the Czar cannot want them, the 
lives and fortunes of all his subjects being at his 
disposal; nor will the money fail as long as his 
enemies can be kept out of his frontiers, and unne¬ 
cessary expense be retrenched, so that he has no 
reason to hazard all at a push, and finds more con- 
venicncy in starring his enemies, and weakening 
them by frequent parties. And though most of his 
lords, and, indeed, the generality of his subjects, arc 
discontented, yet he has brought the Muscovites too 
low to fear any revolt as long as his army is on foot, 
and nothing but the circumstances of time can make 
the wild tumults of the Cossacks or Tartars consi¬ 
derable. 

“ The design of the Swedes is (as is said) to press 
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on Smolcnsko, in hopes ofi^^ding plenty of provi¬ 
sions thereabouts; but that tney had been extremely 
surprised and disappointed to find the Russians 
burn up their own country, which they could not 
hai c believed.” 

The next important events that succeeded were 
the victory of the Russians over General Lowen- 
haupt, and the revolt of General Mazei)pa to the 
king of Sweden, with all his family and riches. 
“ M azeppa,” says Whitworth, on the 21 st of Novem¬ 
ber, 1708, " is near seventy years old, was extremely 
considered and relied on by the Czar, has no child 
but a nephew, and has heaped up vast sums of 
money in that wealthy province, where he governed 
so long with little less authority than a sovereign 
prince, so that I cannot learn what disgust or expec¬ 
tation may have drawn him into new councils and 
actions, in such an advanced and decrc})it age.” 

On the 28th November the ambassador continues; 
“ Some days before Mazeppa went over, he gave 
himself out to be very sick and to desjiair of his re¬ 
covery, at which the court was very much concerned, 
and at his instance took measures to elect a new 
general in his presence, for which purpose Count 
Golofdin only expected the Czar’s orders to repair 
thither. In the meantime. Prince Mentschikof, 
marching on that side with a body of horse, resolved 
to visit and dine with the general, taking only with 
him a few gentlemen, and some of his guards. But 
when Mentschikof arrived at Bathurin, Mazeppa’s . 
castle, he found it closed and the hetman fled. The 
treachery was manifest, and the castle taken by 
storm.” 

Events of this kind did not, however, seem to in- 



1709.] 


439 


SWEDES BEFORE Pl'LTAWA. 

tcrrupt the uniform cog^sc of Kussian life. .At U'ast, 
on the 23(1 January, 1709*, the amlja.ssa(lor writes: 
“ At a great entertainment the Czar beat his favour¬ 
ite* very severely, but the next day nent to him and 
made friends.” 

jMeanlirae the war was carried on in the vicinity 
of Pultawa. On the 19th June, 1709, Whitworth 
writes:—“ Piiltawa, a town on a little hill near the 
ri\ er Worskla. and one of the most considerable in 
all the Ukraine for the number of the inhabitants, 
tlu' extent of the ground, and tlie advantage of the 
situation, which covers the .Saporowich Cossacks, and 
ojiens a communication with those of the Don and 
the Tartars. It was only I'ortified with a castle Avail 
and jtalisades against the sudden incursions of the 
'I’artars; but tlie Muscovites, suspecting tlie Swedes, 
designed to settle thein.selves thereabout last winter, 
Major-general Wolchonsky was sent with a consi¬ 
derable garrison, and orders to ])ul the place in a 
condition of defence, as has been done by Hinging 
up some outworks, though loo inconsiderable to re¬ 
sist an army which was tolerably well provided with 
artillery and ammunition. But the want of powder 
in tJie Swedi.sh camp is said to be so great, that they 
cannot spare enough to shoot a breach, and tlierc- 
fore are obliged to ntake use of other methods in 
this attack. 

They had once brought a mine under the very 
wall, ami laid in ten l)arrcls of ])Owder; but being 
discovered by the besieged, the powder was taken 
out just before it should have sprung, and those who 
were beginning the storm were beaten off with loss. 
A reinforcement of I2(X) men, each carrying a pound 


• Vol. V. 
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of powder and half a pound d lead, got some time 
after into the town without any loss, under Brigadier 
Golowin (Mentschikof’s brother-in-law) and Colonel 
Otho, a Dane. But in the first sally they made, the 
brigadier had t% misfortune to be taken prisoner, 
and the colonel was killed. 

“ The Russian army is now all drawn together on 
the other side of the Worskla, and when the Czar 
comes frc&n Azoff, it is tliought they may hazard a 
battle, for which some of the generals give their 
advice; but such reports have often been without 
any consequence. In the meantime the Muscovites 
arc -endeavouring to gain a line of communication 
with the place, and the Swedes are drawing up an¬ 
other to hinder them. 

“ The Swedes,” continues the ambassador, on4he 
26th June, “ made little advance, and of late scarce 
any fire from their batteries, their chief application 
being to hinder the line of communication which the 
Muscovites have hitherto attempted in vain. Pro¬ 
visions are said to be scarce in their camp, the water 
they had bad, and near 4000 of. their horses have 
been at several times driven from the pasture by the 
Cossacks and other small parties; but their greatest 
want is of powder, and the deserters report, their 
common discourse was of icpassing the Dnieper. 
The Czar arrived on the 3d June in his army, which 
he found numerous and in a very good condition, 
and his majesty has written hither himself that he 
is resolved to give the Swedes battle some time 
this month, for which the necessary preparations are 
making with great diligence.” 

This led to the battle of Pultawa, respecting 
which Whitworth states the following from the ac- 
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count of eyc-witnossca: " The Czar had passed the 
river Worskla, and posted his army very near the 
enemy five days before, in which time no consider¬ 
able action happened, the Swedes still retiring into 
their camp on the approach of the Muscovite parties, 
in hopes of rendering them secure and unprovided 
against a surprise. On the 2t)th, in the evening. 
Lieutenant-general Rbnne had the advanced guard 
of the army, and riding himself with one of his 
party, near the Swedish outwork in the night, he 
heard a cuntkiual noise in their camp, from whence, 
apprehending some design, he immediately ordered 
the horse to mount and possess themselves of a pass 
between the two armies, but was scarce got in order 
before the Swedish horses came up and attacked 
him. Ue sustained their charge for about an hour, 
till he had notice that the foot was drawn up and all 
things in readiness, when he retired with his men 
to both wings of the army. On this retreat the 
Swedes advanced, in hopes of putting them into 
confusion, but were received so warmly by seventy 
weighty pieces of cannon, that they fell themselves 
into disorder, and the ftmt coming up to their suc¬ 
cour, were attacked by the IMuscovite infantry sword 
in hand after the first discharge, and being likewise 
obliged to retire, were met by General Bauer, who 
had wheeled about with a strung detachment to fall 
on their rear, on which the greatest part flung down 
their arms, and the rest was only a pursuit. 

“ The first officer of note who was taken was Ma¬ 
jor-general Schlippenbach by the Czar himself, and 
soon after Field-marshal lldnnschildt was brought 
by Field-marshal Schcremeteff. His czarisli majesty 
was very active during the whole combat; he re- 

u 3 
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cpivcd a shot through his hat, atid rode down four 
horses. All was over by eight o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing, and then the Czar invited the Swedish generals 
to dinner, "j^liey were very civilly treated, and, 
amongst other questions, the Czar asking G-eneral 
Bdnnschildt how strong their army was the day of 
battle, he said neither he nor any of the army could 
tell, but the king himself, to whom alone the lists 
were brought, and not communicated to any j>erson 
whatsoever, but that he guessed they might be about 
30,000 men, IO,OQO regular troops, and the rest Cos¬ 
sacks. ' Being then asked how they could venture 
themselves so far into so large a country with so 
small a number of men ? and answering, that Avhat 
W’as done was not alwaj's by their advice, who, as 
true servants, are obliged to follow their master’s 
orders without dispute, the Czar took his own sword 
from liis own side, and presenting it to the general, 
told him, ' That, since he was so true a servant, he 
should wear that as a remembrance.’ 

*' 'I'lie king of Sweden had been wounded in the 
leg some days before in a skirmish with General 
Riinne, and in the battle was carried before the 
troops in a calesh, which being scattered to pieces by 
a cannon-ball, and his bed found upon the ground 
•bloody, it was apprehended that he had been killed. 

« The Swedes had bread and flesh enough in 
their camp, but no brandy nor beer, and so little 
powder, that it was ordered by the parole they 
should not talk of it.” 

1 libwenhaupt’s unexpected capitulation excited even 
more astonishment than the defeat of the Swedes at 
l^ultawa. “ The reason given for this capitulation,” 
says''Whitworth, on the 4th September, "is that. 
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except three old Swedish rejriments, all the other 
soldiers refused to fight, being quite dispirited by 
their former hardships, and careless alike of them¬ 
selves and their reputation. ’ 

On the 19th Sej)lember Whitworth' repeats that, 
“ Luwenliaupt's friends allege that most of the regi¬ 
ments refused to fight, but the ollicers who liave 
taken service under the Czar say, to tlieir own justi¬ 
fication, lliat they and the soldiers were ready to 
Jiave done their duly, and knew nothing of their 
capitulation till they were ordered to lay down their 
arms; and others observed, that no projter* dispo¬ 
sition was made, no trench cast u]), the baggage and 
artillery not ranged, nor anything done that had the 
pros])ect of a battle, though tliey had time enougli 
before ever the didachment of Prince Mentscliikof 
came near them." 

Though the f’zar behaved with the greatest kind¬ 
ness to his Swedish prisoners, there was yet ground 
enough for coinjdaint. In a dispatch of the Oth 
February. 1719, Whitworth writes: Tlie Swedish 
generals having comphained to the Czar that several 
of their common soldiers were suffered to die for 
hunger, and even no care taken ol‘ burying their 
dead bodies, the fJzar, lieing heavily incensed, or¬ 
dered Prince Gagarin, the commandant of Mo.scow^ 
and one of the chief ministers of this empire, to be 
j)ut in arrest in his own house, t'rom wlience he was 
hardly released yesterday at the entreaties of the 
empress-dowager and the jirincesses. The vice¬ 
commandant, Prince Bogdan Gagarin, was also laid 
in a common prison, with a silver chain about his 
neck and a great block.” 

Though such harsh measures inspired fear, they, 
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on the other hand, doubtless excited a desire of re¬ 
venge. They certainly did not prevent all acts of 
injustice; at least the ambassador, on the 9th of 
October, 1710, writes: “Under the pretext of attack¬ 
ing Swedes, they seized at Moscow aU sorts of fo¬ 
reigners, and kept and frighted them till they got- 
some money from them.” 

Kespecting the war of Peter against the Turks in 
1711, we find the following remarkable passage in a 
dispatch of the 3d September; “ The peace with the 
Turks, opposed by the Tartar khan, ,:4hcy say that 
the vizier was gained with 300,000 rubles. 

“ The Russian 'cavalry had for eight daj^s neither 
grass nor hay, but lived only from tree-leaves and 
roots; BO wearied out, that they could scarce walk; 
that there was want of all sorts of provisions, and no 
possibility by any means to escape; tiiat the Czar, 
seeing himself in so great a danger, wept, and on 
horseback with his new empress, Catherine, were 
ready to run the hazard of making their escape with 
a few people rather than to deliver their persons 
into their enemy’s hands, had not the grand vizier 
accepted the peace.” 

From 1711 to 1719, and from 1719 to 1728, we 
do not meet with any, or at least with no available, 
^dispatches, and among those of the ambassador 
Jefferies of 1719, only one, dated the 9th January, 
deserves notice in this place*. He says: “ Besides 
the disaffected of this country, who have gone so far 
in their perfidy as to frame at divers times con¬ 
spiracies against his czarish majesty and the present 
government, there are others, even of the first rank, 
who, under the pretext of an inviolable fidelity, have 

* Vol. si. 
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not been less dangerous to the state, by endeavour¬ 
ing to enrich themselves at the expense of their 
master, in the government and other directions 
committed to their charge. The Czar being well 
informed of their bad conduct, had thought fit to 
dissemble for awhile till the troubles of the late 
conspiracy should be at an end ; but soon after the 
execution which happened here, his majesty called 
his senate together, and told them it was time to 
look into the conduct of those who had had the chief 
management^iof the affairs, and for this purpose he 
established a tribunal, composed of some general 
officers and others, of which General Weide is 
the president. The inquisition began with Prince 
Menichikof, who was accused first of having sought 
his own profit and interest in his own government 
of Ingria, preferable to that of the Czar, for having 
favoured and jirotected the Salofiofs (three brothers) 
that drove a commerce in goods prohibited, and for 
having held secret correspondence with a Swedish 
minister. The prince was put under arrest by order 
of the Czar, but some days afterwards was restored 
to his liberty, and he has since given him his promise 
that he will forget what is past. It is said tiiat this 
prince has offered, of his own accord, to pay 2(K),000 
rubles to the Czar, or a dedommagemeiit, for the 
losses his majesty has sustained by his fraudulent 
commerce. 

“ The great admiral Apraxin was found guilty of 
mismanagement in the affairs of the fleet. He uas 
confined the same day and divested of the order of 
St. Andrew, but he has had the same good fortune 
as Prince Mcntchikof, of being soon restored to the 
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Czar’s good favours by means of a considerable sum 
of money, which he is to pay him. In the same 
manner others an’ested were taxed—the Salofiofs to 
700,000 rubles.” 

Peter the Great died on the 8 th Fcbruaiy, 1725; 
his consort, Catherine I., 17th May, 1727. She 
was succeeded by Peter II., son of the unfortunate 
Alexius and grandson of Peter I. He was born on 
the 12th October, 1715; his elder sister, Natalia, 
on the 12th July, 1714. ^ 

It is not till the 3 ’ear 1728 that the^ispatches of 
the ambassador Rondeau begin. He writes on the 
9th August ;—“ Count LuthoL who is a very hand¬ 
some gentleman, was a great favourite of’ the late 
Czarina during that princess’s reign. Anna Crama, 
a very intriguing lady, was also a great favourite of 
the late Czarina, and had been privy to all that 
princess’s parties of pleasure, in which Count Luthol 
was one of the principal actors. 

“ Mentchikof placed Luthol and Crama with 
Princess Natalia; soon after they had some misun¬ 
derstanding with Prince Mentcliikof, and having 
gained the affection of their new mistress, they joined 
with her and Princess Elizabeth, Apraxin, Golofkin, 
Ostermann, and others, to ruin Mentchikof, in which 
they succeeded. 

“ At present, Luthol and Crama are the only fa¬ 
vourites of Princess Natalia, and govern her as they 
think fit. This princess, at the beginning of her 
brother's reign, had a great deal to say at court, 
being the greatest favourite the Czar had; but taking 
upon herself a little too much, and trying to per¬ 
suade her brother to leave that irregular life he 
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leads, her kind admonitions became troublesome to 
the young prince, arid of course she lost a great deal 
of the credit she had over him. 

Princess Elizabeth is now in higliTavour. She 
is very beautiful, and seems to love all that can 
please the Czar, as dancing, hunting, which last is his 
reigning passion: for some others 1 think not so 
proper to be mentioned, lliis princess, as yet, does 
not seem to meddle with any state affairs, being cu- 
tirel}’ gi\en up to ])leasurc, and following the young 
prince whereiw he goes. 

“ llis czarisli majesty’s great favourite at present 
is young Prince Dolgoruck)', aged about tiventy. 
I’hey arclnscparable both day and night, and lie is 
one in all his parties of debauch, which are very 
frequent. 

“ The great projects of his grandfather will soon 
dwindle to uotliing." 

Dispatch of I Ith Sejitcmber, 172S:—“ The Czar 
is very inconsistent in his resolutions, for one day he 
will say one thing, and the other quite the contrary, 
which gives his ministers a great deal of uneasiness. 
Baron Ostermann has the sole management of all 
affairs, and he has found the way to make himself so 
serviceable, that as yet they cannot do without him. 
When he is not pleased, he pretends to be sick, that 
lie should be excused going to council; and when the 
two Dolgoruckys, Apraxin, Golofkin, and Gallitzin, 
meet in council, and Ostermann is not there, they 
are all at a stand. They sit a little, drink a dram, 
and then are obliged to go and court the baron, to 
get him in a good humour. By these means he 
brinjrs them to consent to all he desires, but it is 
believed this way will not always do. 
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“ Dolgorucky's counsels appear so absurd and his 
excesses so unworthy, that, on the urgent representa¬ 
tions of Natalia and Ostermann, he is now dis¬ 
graced* ; but* a short tipic afterwards, on the 29th 
November, 1728, the former died, and the influence 
of the recalled favourite was even greater than be¬ 
fore. Contrary to the wishes of Ostermann and 
many other persons, the betrothment of the Czar 
with the sister of Dolgorucky has been declared. 
She is about eighteen, very handsome, and endowed 
with a great many fine qualities.” (I^|>atch of 20th 
November, 1729.) 

All these plans, however, were frustr^d by the 
death of Peter II. on the 19th January, il^. “ The 
grand council,” writes Bondeau on the same dayf, 
“ immediately and unanimously declared Anna, the 
daughter of Iwan Alexiewitch, the duchess-dowager 
of Courland, as his successor.” 

The dispatches of Bondeau give interesting par¬ 
ticulars respecting this remarkable plan of changing 
the monarchical form of government, and thus to 
procure to the higher nobility a more decided in¬ 
fluence. “ 1 hear that the most considerable of the 
Bussian nobility are at work to alter the form of this 
government, and it is assured articles arc drawn up 
to limit the power of the empress, to which she must 
sign, or they will choose another.” 

On the 2d February, 1730, he writes:—“ The fol¬ 
lowing, it is said, are the cqiiditions proposed:— 

“ 1. That the empress is to have a fixed sum 
allowed for her household, and she is to command 
no part of the army but the guard that will be actu¬ 
ally on duty in her palace. 

* Dispatch of 23d November, 1728. f VuUziii. 
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“ 2. There is to be a high council, composed of 
twelve of the most considerable of the nobility, who 
are to manage all the affairs of great consequence, 
as peace, war, and making alliances. A treasurer of 
the crown is to be named, who is to give account to 
the high council how he disposes of the government 
money. 

“ 3. There is to be a senate of thirty-six persons, 
Avho arc to examine the affairs before the}' are 
brought to the high council. 

“ 4. There li^io be an assembly of 200 of the little 
nobility to maintain their rights, in case those of the 
high cotineU should encroach upon them. 

“ 5. There is to be an assembly of gentlemen and 
merchants, who are to take care that the people arc 
not oppressed. 

“ This, in general, is the scheme they are working 
upon; as yet they are not very Avell agreed among 
themselves how to settle it; but they are gone too 
far to go back, which obliges most people to think 
they certainly will make some considerable altera¬ 
tions.” 

On the 16th February, 1730, Rondeau writes:— 
“ The nobility cannot agree what form to give the 
alterations. 1 have seen several plans which have 
been laid before the high council, but they seemed to 
be very ill digested, and none of them have been 
generally approved, though they were signed by 
several considerable families. As these gentlemen 
have always been used to obey blindly an absolute 
monarch, they have no true notions of a limited go¬ 
vernment. The great nobility would fain get the 
power in their own hands, and the little nobility and 
gentry are very jealous they should, and would 
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rather have one master than several, without some 
way be found out, to make them easy, and secure 
them from being tyrannized by the great families. 

“ At this time we hear daily different reports, 
some asserting there will be a considerable altera¬ 
tion, and others, with as much certainty, there will 
be none. 

" Soon after her majesty arrived at Fscasweatzk, 
which is a little village about six miles from Moscow, 
she declared herself colonel of the regiment of 
Trebrozensky guards, and captain the cJicvalicr 
guards, and gave every one of the officers and sol¬ 
diers a glass of wine or braiidy with her own hand, 
which has gained their hearts. 

“ The high council and the senate went in a body 
to Fscasweatzk, the grand chancellor Count* Golof- 
kin presented her the order of St. Andrew, and 
Gallitzin said, in the name of the high council and 
senate, that they humbly thanked her majesty for 
being so gracious to accept of the crown, and sign¬ 
ing the articles which were sent licr to Mitau. She 
answered, that she thanked them for having elected 
her, that she had signed these articles to please 
them, and that she was resolved to keep them as 
long as she lived, and desired they would take care 
that true justice should be administered to every¬ 
body; that she would do her utmost to give them the 
best advice she was able, and that she hoped they 
would, on their part, do everything that might be 
for the benefit of their country. 

“ The conditions were to reign by the advice of 
the high council, not to marry without its sanction, 
not to declare war, conclude peace, levy taxes, fill 
up high offices, not to sanction the execution or con- 
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fiscation of nobles without full proof, or alienate 
crown lands without its consent.” 

'‘Yesterday,” writes Rondeau, on the 26th Febru¬ 
ary, “ the high council met, and resolved to present 
an address to the empress, to desire she would ap¬ 
prove the plan wliicli Prince (blank in MS.) had 
drawn up. Then they waited on her majesty, and the 
plan w’as read, which she approved and signed, after 
which they returned to the high council, where it 
was proposed that, in consideration of lier majesty’s 
goodness, soujething should be done for her. Knas 
Yousojjolf answered, ‘ He was of opinion that they 
should offer her the absolute sovereignty, as her pre¬ 
decessors had had beforeto which everybody con¬ 
sented ; and iuimediately they returned to her ma¬ 
jesty and made her the otter, which she accepted 
without any hesitation, so that there is an end to 
the grand affair, and the enijn-css is at present as 
despotic as was the late Czar.” 

An anonymous letter which accompanies the am¬ 
bassador’s dispatches, gives a more circumstantial 
account:—“ Raroii Ostermann, hearing of this plan, 
thought that changes would lessen his power consi¬ 
derably, and he could but be a subordinate to the 
great council, pretended to be out of order, and laid 
up w'ith the gout, in order to avoid the signing of it; 
but the Dolgoruckys and Gallitzins came to his 
house and obliged him to sign it against his inclina¬ 
tion. 

“ While the plan was in agitation. General Jagou- 
shinsky, who was neglected, and purposely excluded 
from- the secret, out of rage, according to his custom, 
dispatched one of his servants expressly to the 
duchess of Courland, advising her not to sign the 
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conditions proposed by the high council, as highly 
prejudicial to her interests, and that she might, with¬ 
out the least doubt, have the crown upon her own 
terms. The great council having some intimation 
of his dispatches, ordered the messenger to be 
stopped on the road, and finding the forementioned 
contents in the letter, put the general under a strict 
guard in irons, depriving him at the same time of 
his blue ribbon, in order to form his process. 

“The nation rejoiced at the Czarina’s arrival, 
and all things passed very quietly; but an imme¬ 
diate change followed to the great surprise of all 
those that have the true nol!ion of liberty. The 
Princes Trubetzky, Czerkasky, and Soltikoff, being 
apprehensive of the great power that the Dolgo- 
ruckys and Gallitzins might have in the** great 
council, and, perhaps, prescribe laws to the rest of 
the nobility, formed secretly a strong party among 
the lower sort of nobility (which it is thought was 
done by Ostermann’s and the great chancellor Go- 
lowkin’s secret contrivance), and before the Dolgo- 
ruckys had a perfect intimation of it. 

“ One morning the guards, being by order of 
Lieutenant-general Soltikoff doubled, Twibetzky and 
Czerkasky, at the head of three hundred noblemen, 
came up to the Kreml to present a memorial to the 
Czarina, in the name of the Russian nobility, beseech¬ 
ing her imperial majesty to assume the former sove- 
jreigrnty which her predecessors had enjoyed by all 
the rights in the world, and to abolish the new form 
of government, as tending to the greatest prejudice 
of her interest and the whole empire. I’he great 
chancellor Golowkin, who was the kepper, according 
to his office, of the instrument signed by the Czarina 
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at Mitau, did not fail to be present in the morning 
at court before the deputation came, and having the 
said instrument in his pocket, upon her majesty's ac> 
cepting the sovereignty, tore it before the eyes of the 
gi-cat council in pieces, and so that precious liberty 
whicli we liad but a glimmering, and flattered our¬ 
selves to enjoy it for some time in tranquillity, was 
eclipsed all on a sudden. All this seemed to us like 
a dream. 

" Jagoushinsky, whom everybody expected to be 
used in an iitfamous manner, was immediately sent 
for, and had his post, sword, and the order restored 
to him by her majesty’s own hands, as an assertor of 
her rights, and at present has a great share in her 
favour, flattering himself to be made in a little time 
a field'-marshal. 

“ The Gallitzins and Dolgoruckys are looked 
upon as disaflccted to the imperial prerogative, 
though they were the very instruments of setting 
the crown on her majesty’s head. 

“ Oslermann still continues politically to keep his 
bed; and upon Jagoushinsky’s persuasion the Czarina 
went the other day to make him a visit in person, to 
take his advice upon the present juncture, and since 
we hear that a senate is to be settled upon the same 
footing as was in the time of Peter I. 

“The noblemen who agreed in proposing the 
limitations keep themselves very quiet; yet they do 
not omit to cabal privately together in favour of 
Princess Elizabeth, which princess has a consider¬ 
able number of ofiicers well-affected to her, out of a 
love to the memory of the late Czar, Peter I. The 
chief design of this cabal is to oblige the present 
Czarina to settle the succession upon Princess Eli- 
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zabeth in her lifetime; whereas the Czarina is in¬ 
clined to settle it on her niece, the duchess of Meck- 
lenbuTgh’s daughter.” 

The writer of this letter gives also the following 
characteristic sketches of some of the Hussian nobles: 
—" Gohwkin, the great chancellor, is son of a poor 
country gentleman, who was chief huntsmali of prince 
Chawansky in the reign of Czar Alexius Michaelo- 
witz. This gentleman was of the household of prince 
Alexis Gallitzin, then guardian or governor of the 
young Czar Peter, duiing the administration of his 
sister, Princess Sophia; and in consideration of the 
exact intelligence he brought from time to time of 
Sophia’s proceedings, was by the favour of that 
prince (?) made groom of the bedchamber to the 
Czar; and afterwards, for his faithful adherence 
during the rebellion and conspiracy of the princess, 
advanced to be lord of the bedchamber. 

“ His assiduity about the Czar’s person by degrees 
gained him the favour and confidence of that prince, 
who after some timg declared him great chamber¬ 
lain ; and soon after the death of Count Gollowik, 
great chancellor, though he knew him to be a simple 
illiterate man, and without any better qualifications 
for that high post than a most obsequious and ser¬ 
vile compliance. His officious and affable deport- 
njent (tlie best quality he has), with a zeal and 
appearance of devotion, has got him considerable 
credit among ihe old Russian bigots, and especially 
with the clergy. He is covetous to the highest de¬ 
gree, and studies all imaginable ways of raising an 
immense fortune, in which he has succeeded so well 
that he is at present the richest nobleman in all 
Russia. 
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“ Baron Ostermann .—Born at Essen, a town in 
Westphalia, is the son of a ])oor curate in tliat 
country, who, in 1703,’was taken into the service of 
vice-admiral Cruys in Holland, as his valet de 
chambre, and upon his application to learn the Rus¬ 
sian language, made his secretary, and, soon after by^ 
him recomhien4ed to Baron Schaphiroff, then secre¬ 
tary of state, to be employed in the office of foreign 
affairs. By whose favour he was made interpreter, 
translator, under-secretaif^ and at length counsellor 
of the chancery for foreign affairs. He has a com¬ 
petent knowledge of the modern languages, but a 
very slender acquaintance with the Latin. His un¬ 
derstanding and ability are certainly nowise con¬ 
temptible, but he is full of finesse and artifice, false 
and treacherous, in his deportment submissive and 
insinuating, with low cringings and bowings, which is 
reckoned the best policy amongst the Russians, and 
wherein he outdoes all the natives. He is a bon- 
vivant and epicure, and has sometimes something of 
generosity, but little of gratitude. For when the 
contest-arose at court between Prince Mentchikoff 
with the great chancellor Golowkin on one side, and 
Baron Schaphiroff on the other, he not only aban¬ 
doned his patron and benefactor, but joined with the 
other against him. So Schaphiroff being overborne, 
was banished to Archangel; and as there remained 
nobody that understood foreign languages well, Os¬ 
termann some time afterwards was dcclai*ed vice- 
chancellor at the request of Prince Mentchikoff, and 
Prince Mentchikoff he requited by contriving his 
ruin in the last reign, as is known to the world. 

General Jagoushinaky —Is the son of an organist 
belonging to the Lutheran church at Moscow, who 
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owes all his fortune to his pretty face formerly. For 
bc^g a handsome youth he was taken by the great 
chancellor Goldwkin, who wa^otorious for unnatural 
propensities, to be his page; ^nd, in two years’ time, 
taken from him by the late Czar, Peter I., for the 
same purposc^^under the title of page of the cham¬ 
ber, where this merit, joined with ^ active, lively, 
gay spirit, soon raised him, and prevailed with the 
Czar to declare him at once captain df his Preobra- 
shensky guards, and not kipg after adjutant-general. 
This.|j|^vanccmcnt, with many marks of the Czar’s in¬ 
creasing alFcction, gave Prince Mentchikoff great un¬ 
easiness and jealousy. The Czar, who had lost much 
of Ills former kindness for the prince, perceiving it, 
affected to give him every day fresh mortifications by 
repeated favours to Jagoushinsky, and at last de¬ 
clared him his favourite. His parts are not extraor¬ 
dinary, but a court life has given him politeness of 
behaviour, and his good nature would make him be¬ 
loved, if a passionate temper, which is natural to 
him, and very often' inftamed by excessive drinking, 
did not destroy all command of his reason, and hurry 
him sometimes to abuse liis best friends in the most 
insolent manner, and divulge the most important 
secrets. Coward without an equal, and profuse to 
the highest degree^ for he has squandered ample 
|ortunes of his wife, with all the vast prcKnts he has 
received from abroad and at home.” 

When Rondeau had made minute inquiiies re¬ 
specting the proposed change in the constitution, 
on the accession of Anne, he s$nt the following dis¬ 
patch, on the 12th of March, 1730. “ As soon as 
her imperial majesty arrived at Moscow, the high 
ccmncil took all possible care to hinder their enemies 
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from haying an opportunity to speak to her in*j)ri- 
vatej and Wasilei Dolgorucky, who was one oi^ those 
gentlemen who carried to Mitau the articles which 
the Czarina signed when she accepted of the crown, 
had an apartment given him in the palace, that no¬ 
body should see her but those he introduced. This 
angered very much several great families, and all 
the little nobilitj', ^o resolved to employ tlieie wives 
to know the empress’s sentiments. Accordingly 
the Princes Czerkaskyt Czernisheff, and General 
SoltihofTs ladies, were desired by their husbands 
and friends to find out if what the empress did was 
willingly, or if she was obliged to it by the high 
council. TJiosc gentlewomen executed their orders 
so well and so privately, that they found her majesty 
was not satisfied with what was doing, and that she 
would very willingly accept the absolute sovereignty 
in case they could find means to procure it to her. 
As soon as the little nobility were informed of this, 
they secretly assembled to^dakc proper measures, 
and at last resolved on what tlicy should do to ac¬ 
complish their designs. 

“ On the 25th of. February, 1730, the little nobi- 
’ lity, with Prince Czerkaaky at their head, Avent in 
a great body to the palace, Avhiire they Avere intro¬ 
duced to her majesty, the high council being pre¬ 
sent, and humbly petitioned her to settle a steady 
form of government; since the high council had not 
yet thought fifc- to do, it, and even refused to hear 
what they had to say for the good of tlicir country. 
After the petition had been read, Wasilei Dolgo¬ 
rucky desired her majesty to go in her closet to con¬ 
sider of it before she consented to sign Avhat they 
required. The duchess of Mecklenburg, her sister, 

X 
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answered him that there was no occasion to consider* 
for those gentlemen asked nothing but what was 
very reasonable, and told her majesty she had pen 
and ink ready, so the empress set her hand imme¬ 
diately ; which was no sooner done, than the little 
nobility retired into another room, where, after they 
had been some time, they returned to her majesty, 
and £nas Yusupoff and BaratiMkoy ])resented her 
another petition, which she gave to Prince Czer- 
kasky to read, in which, after they had humbly 
thanked her for condescending to sign their first pe¬ 
tition, they desired her to abolish the high council 
and senate, and to constitute in their stead a high 
ruling senate, composed of twenty-one persons, and 
not above one of a family, which should be chosen at 
present and for the future by ballot; and that her 
majesty would be so gracious as to accept of the ab¬ 
solute sovereignty, as her glorious predecessors had 
always had before. The Czarina made as if she was 
very mucli surprised ^their request, and told them 
she always thought it was they and the high council 
who desired to Umit her power; hut at last she was 
prevailed upon to accept of their offer, and imme¬ 
diately called for the articles which she hud signed 
at Mitau, and tore them in their presence. 

“ Then the little nobility retired again into an¬ 
other room, and drew up a petition of thanks to her 
majesty for having accepted of the absolute sove¬ 
reignty, and they all kissed, her hand. The high 
councU, who had dined with her that day, did the 
same, and made as if they were very well satisfied, 
though they seemed thunderstruck with what had 
been done. 

Her czarish majesty has shown herself a prin- 



1730.] ANNA ABSOLUTE—PRINCESS ICLIZABETH. 459 

cess of a great deal of vigour and courage *, without 
which she would have hardly been able to prevent 
her power from being very much limited.” 

The above plans and other projects for a change 
in the form of government certainly appear crude, 
and many ])crsons naturally feared the unlimited 
power of a few families (the oligarchy of the nobility) 
more than a single sovereign elevated above the 
sphere of petty passions. On the other hand, llussia 
has not advanced a step, in a hundred years, in the 
science of government; and it soon appeared, that 
in the conferring of unlimited power, there was no 
guarantee for the good use of it. 

“ The nobility seems very much dissatisfied that 
her majesty employs so many foreigners about her 
person. Mr. Biron, a Courlander, who came with 
her, is made great chamberlain, as several others of 
that country arc in great favour, at which the old 
Russians, who did expect she would have preferred 
them before these gentlemen, are displeased. It is 
thought that Baron Ostermanh has made use of those 
new favourites to get the entire management of all 
affairs, and that when he is well settled lie will sacri¬ 
fice them, or at last send them back to Conrland. 

“ Princess Rlizabeth is sick, or has feisjned her- 
self so, for some time. Some reportf it is because 
she was not chosen instead of the present empress,- 
and others say not to be at the coronation, because 
it is thought she is with child by a grenadier, whom 
she is in love with, and that she could not appear in 
robes without discovering her condition. If this 
be the reason or not, I cannot affirm; but so far is 

• Dispatch of 20th April, 1730. 
f Dispatch of 18th May, 1730, vol. siii. 
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answered him that there was no occasion to consider* 
for those gentlemen asked nothing but what was 
very reasonable, and told her majesty she had pen 
and ink ready, so the empress set her hand imme¬ 
diately ; which was no sooner done, than the little 
nobility retire^ into another room, where, after they 
had been some time, they returned to her majesty, 
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another petition, which she gave to Prince Czer- 
kasky to read, in which, after they had humbly 
thanked her for condescending to sign their first pe¬ 
tition, they desired her to abolish the high council 
and senate, and to constitute in their stead a high 
ruling senate, composed of twenty-one persons, and 
not above one of a family, which should be chosen at 
present and for the future by ballot; and that her 
majesty would be so gracious as to accept of the ab¬ 
solute sovereignty, as her glorious predecessors had 
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who desired to limit her power; hut at last she was 
prevailed upon to accept of their offer, and imme¬ 
diately called for the articles which she bad signed 
at Mitau, and tore them in their presence. 

“ Then the little nobility retired again into an¬ 
other room, and drew up a petition of thanks to her 
majesty for having accepted of the absolute sove¬ 
reignty, and they all kissed, her hand. The high 
council, who had dined with her that day, did the 
same, and made as if they were very well satisfied, 
though they seemed thunderstruck with what bad 
been done. ' 
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cess of a great deal of vigour and courage *, without 
which she would have hardly been able to prevent 
her power from being very much limited.” 

The above plans and other projects for a change 
in the form of government certainly appear crude, 
and many jicrsons naturally feared the unlimited 
power of a few families (the oligarchy of the nobility) 
more than a single sovereign elevated above the 
sphere of petty passions. On the other hand, llussia 
has not advanced a step, in a hundred years, in the 
science of government; and it soon appeared, that 
in the conferring of unlimited power, there was no 
guarantee for the good use of it. 

“ The nobility seems very much dissatisfied that 
her majesty employs so many foreigners about her 
person. Mr. Jiiron, a Courlander, who came with 
her, is made great chamberlain, as several otliers of 
that country are in great favour, at which the old 
Russians, who did expect she would have prclerrcd 
them before these gentlemen, are displeased. It is 
thought that Baron Ostermanh has made use of those 
new favourites to get the entire management of all 
affairs, and that when he is well settled he will sacri¬ 
fice them, or at last send them back to Courland. 

“ Princess Elizabeth is sick, or has feigmd her¬ 
self so, for some time. Some report f it is because 
she was not chosen instead of the present empi’css,. 
and others say not to be at the coronation, because 
it is thought she is with child by a grenadier, whom 
she is in love with, and that she could not appear in 
robes without discovering her condition. If this 
be the reason or not, I cannot affirm; but so far is 

* Dispatch of 20th April, 1730. 
t Dispatch of 18th May, 1730, vol. ziii. 
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certain, she leads a very irregular life, and the Czarina 
seems net to dislike, I suppose, that she should ruin 
her interest; for instead of sending away the, fa¬ 
vourite grenadier, who is, it is tme, a gentleman, her 
majesty has dismissed him her service, that he may 
be always at the princess’s command; he w'ill in time 
probably ruin her. When I consider the wit and 
beauty of that young lady, I cannot forbear being 
sorry to see she exposes herself to such a degree, for 
in time it must be known. This has been told me 
in great confidence by the surgeon, M. Lestoeq, who 
was born at Hanover. 

“ The emperor Charles VI.* made M. Biron, the 
Czarina’s great chamberlain and favourite, a present 
of his picture, set with diamonds, valued at least at 
5000/.; and at the same time gave him a patent of 
count of the empire, though he was a person hardly 
known whilst he was in Courland with her majesty. 
I believe Count Biron will not be able to maintain 
himself long; for I am inclined to think Baron Os- 
termann^Jhas consented that all sorts of honour and 
riches shall be heaped on that gentleman, to render 
him odious to the Kussians, and by that, means be 
able in time to ruin him, as he has done all the other 
favourites who have been here of late years. 

“ You cannot imagine how magnificent this court 
is since the present reign f, though they have not a 
shilling in the treasury, and of course nobody is 
paid, which contributes veiy much to the general 
complaints. Notwithstanding this want of money, 
great sums arc laid out by all the courtiers to get 
magnificent habits for the masquerade, which we are 
soon to have, and a fine troop of comedians is daily 

f Ibid. 3rd January, ITSI. 


* Dispatch of 22nd June, 1730. 
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expected from Warsaw, which are sent by the Mng 
of Poland to divert her majesty, who thinks of no¬ 
thing else, and to heap up riches and honour on 
“Count Biron, and to enrich his brother also. 

“ There has been a great intrigue carried on to 
get away Princess Elizabeth’s favourite, the great 
grenadier, and substitute in his place Major Biron, 
who she doth (? not) love; but, nevertheless, he is 
continually with her, and the grenadier has been 
stripped of all she has given him and sent to Si¬ 
beria ; this had very much chagi'ined the duchess of 
Mecklenburg, who fears, by the interest of the Biron 
family, the Princess Elizabeth will be more caressed 
by the Czarina than herself and her daughter. 

“ The duchess of Mecklenburg continues to be 
very much indisposed, and is thought she will have 
a great deal of trouble to escape, considc'ring she has 
drank a great deal of brandy of late years. 

“ Money * is continually wanted here; and I be¬ 
lieve nobody can imagine but those who have been 
at Petersburg, how expensive a place it is, particu¬ 
larly for foreign ministers, who ai'o obliged to have 
fine equipages; and on all great holidays fine new 
clothes, that cost as much again as at London ^or 
Paris. But as her majesty loves to see every body 
very fine, I must submit to it, and conform to the 
fashion, as all the other foreign ministers arc obliged 
to do. 

“ The republicans (of 17.30), as they were calledf, 
were partly banished immediately to Siberia or other 
distant places, and those who then escaped hav'e 
since been sent into exile whenever they have been 
fisund guilty of any slight offence.” 

“ Dispatch uf 23th September, 1734, vol. zix. 
f Iliitl. 13th January, 1737, vt,l. xxiii. 
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Meantime Biron had been created dulce of Cour- 
land, and aimed at still higher honours, which were 
' afterwards most unexpectedly realized. The succeed¬ 
ing dispatches of the ambassador give some further* 
particulars. “ It is said* that the duke of Courland 
has the design that his son shall marry the young 
duchess Anna of Mecklenburg, niece to the empress. 
It must be confessed it is a bold undertaking, consi¬ 
dering what he was very few years ago; but now he 
is become a sovereign prince, and all powerful by her 
majesty’s favour, nobody can yet foresee where his 
unbounded ambition will ’Carry him, in case he con¬ 
tinues in a condition to please her majesty. One of 
the greatest obstacles in the pretended design is the 
age of the parties, for the princess is already in her 
twentieth year, and the Prince Peter is just entered on 
his fifteenth year, which is too young to be married. 
But this great obstacle may in time bo surmounted. 

“ The person of the princess, if not very hand¬ 
some, is, at least, very passable. The duke was 
willing to go to Warsawf, but her czarish majesty 
would not, on any terms, Consent to his leaving this 
place, and even, it is affirmed, she shed tears on that 
occasion, which engaged the duke to change his 
mmd, and try to get the investiture of Courland 
without being present. 

“ 1 believe,” says the ambassador, on the 13th of 
January, 173';<J, “ that the duke of Courland,,has the 
plan to settle the succession in Bussia in his family. 
About fourteen days ago, the duke waited on the 
princess of Mecklenburg, and told her, that some 
people imagined he prevented the Czarina consent¬ 
ing to conclude the marriage between her highness 

* Diiipatch of 23rd Seplembei, 1733, vol. xxiv. 
t Dispatch of 16th December. J Vol. xxv. 
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and the prince of Severn^ designing to make a 
match between her and his eldest son, which he 
would never think of marrying against his inclina¬ 
tion, whatever advantage his family might gain by 
it. That the emperor has lately proposed a Ger¬ 
man princess for liis son, who had 200,000 crowns 
a-year; but that he had not thought proper to ac¬ 
cept of the offer, being resolved that his son should 
choose for himself. 

“ Then his highness asked the princess what she 
thought of the prince of Bevern, to which she an¬ 
swered, that she was entirely at her majesty's dis¬ 
posal, and was always ready to obey her commands j 
but, in case her inclinations were to be consulted, 
she confessed she did not like the prince. 

“ I do not yet find that this step of the duke was 
made by the Czarina's order, which makes me be¬ 
lieve that he was ■willing first to know which were 
the views of the princess before he fixed his plan, 
which is (if I judge right) to marry his son, if he 
can, to the princess, and to give his daughter to the 
prince of Bevern, who, his highness thinks, will be 
satisfied, in ease he gets him made field-marshal.” 

This plan, however, miscarried: on the 14th ^of 
April, 1739, the ambassador writes: “ The duke of 
Coiirland informed me, that her czarish majesty had 
resolved to give her niece, the Princess Anne, to the 
prince of Bevern.” To explain the contradictions, 
the ambassador, on the i2th of May, made the fol¬ 
lowing relation:— 

“In the year 1732, it was agreed that the Prince 
Anthony Ulrick of Bevern should be sent to this 
place with a design, as it was then said, to marry 
him when of age to the Pi'incess Anne, who has 
always been looked upon as presumptive heiress of 
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the Czarina ever since that princess mounted the 
throne of Russia. Accordingly, he arrived at Pe¬ 
tersburg the 3d February, 173.3. As I was present 
the first time he was presented to the duke of Cour- 
land, then Count Biron, 1 easily observed he seemed 
much surprised at seeing that prince so little for his 
age, which made me conjecture the court of Vienna 
had represented his highness in a better light than 
he then appeared in. Nevertheless, the Czarina re¬ 
ceived him with much civility, and took the greatest 
care that he should be provided with everything 
according to his quality, and has ever since con¬ 
tinued to defray his expenses. For some years he 
continued to be little regarded, which made every¬ 
body think that this court could have been very 
glad to find a handsome pretence to get rid of him. 
Afterwards the. prince showed courage in the war 
against the Turks, and the Marshal Munich ex¬ 
tolled his courage. The princess likes not Bevem, 
but also not the son of Biron. 

“As it was thought high time by every Russian 
that wishes well to his country, to marry the princess 
who is inclined to be fat, it is thought the duke of 
Courland has not dared to oppose the whole nation, 
finding, perhaps, that princess sooner willing to 
marry the prince of Bevern (since no other suitable 
party offered) than to stay three or four years for 
his son. 

“Some think her majesty ordered her niece to 
choose one of these princes, which she consented to 
do, and declared in favour of the prince of Wolfen- 
biittel, as he is certainly every way the properest 
match of the two, both in point of birth and age; 
and I must add, that during the two last campaigns 
his highness is very much grown, and it may now 
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be said, without flattery, that he has a handsome 
person; and I believe that the duke of Courland 
has been the main manager of this important affair, 
and that by it he has secured the duchy of Courland 
to his family for ever; for they do not doubt that he 
has got the duke of Wolfenbuttcl to promise to 
give one of his sisters to the prince of Courland. 

“Anne and Bevern were married by a llussian 
archbishop. It is not to be expressed the magnifi¬ 
cence of the cavalcade, nor the fine clothes and 
equipages that have been made on this occasion. 
All tliis week is to be employed in different diver¬ 
sions at court.” (Dispatch of od July.) 

It then appeared that everything, especially the 
difficult question respecting the succession to the 
throne, Avas prudently and happily regulated, both 
for the present and for the future. How deceitful 
these hopes proved is related in detail in another 
place. 

I here subjoin an interesting account of the Sa- 
porogue Cossacks, given by Rondeau in a dispatch 
of the 24th April, 1736. 

“ The Saporogue Cossacks are a very strong and 
indefatigable people. Their caslievoy or general 
has a room for himself, of about ten feet square, but 
the others live in large rooms called kuraveis, in 
each of which there are about six or seven hundred 
men. Whoever pleases to go into the kuravei may 
lodge and eat with them without being asked, and 
without thanking them for their entertainment. As 
the whole nation are a very extraordinary people, 
more used to live in the fields than in settled habi¬ 
tations, there are generally four or five hundred men 
about every kuravei, Avho lie in the open air, but 
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have the liberty to come into the room when they 
please without any ceremony. The Saporo^ues are 
a sort of knights, who suffer no women among them ; 
for if any one of them was found to keep a woman 
he is stoned to death. They have no written law, 
but all causes are judged by six or seven persons 
they choose for that purpose; but their sentence 
cannot be put in execution till it be approved by the 
fraternity. If 'any theft is committed among them, 
and the robber is taken, he is immediately hung up 
by the ribs. In case a murderer is discovered, they 
dig a pit and lay the murdered person on the mur¬ 
derer and bury them both together. They profess 
the Greek religion, and when they were under the 
protection of the Turks, the patriarch of Constanti¬ 
nople furnished them with priests; but since these 
two years, that they arc under the protection of the 
Czarina, their priests are sent them by the arch¬ 
bishop of Kiew. They have only one church, which 
is served by an abbot and a few priests, who are not 
permitted to meddle with any worldly matters further 
than to intercede for delinquents, and to see them do 
public penance in the church in case they commit any 
slight fkult. The Saporogues admit in their frater¬ 
nity all persons of whatever nation they are, in case 
they embrace the Greek religion, and are willing to 
undergo seven years’ probation before they are ad¬ 
mitted knights. If any of their fraternity run away, 
they make no inquiry after them, but look upon such 
as unworthy of their society. Their riches consist 
in cattle, particularly in horses. Some of them have 
above a hundred, and there is hardly any one of 
these Cossacks but has ten or twenty. They have a 
great many thousand horses, that run all together in 
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the open fields. It is hardly ever heard that one is 
stolen, for such thefts are unpardonable among those 
jpeople. They sow no corn. In time of war they 
plunder all the provisions they can from their ene¬ 
mies ; and in time of peace they barter horses and 
fish for all sorts of necessaries. They catch vast 
quantities of fish, particularly in the river Dnieper. 
In their studs they have Turkish and Circassian stal¬ 
lions. Their arms, that consist in rific guns and 
sabres, they make themselves. Nobody is admitted 
a knight of this society who is not very strong and 
well made; but any one may be admitted as Cholopps 
who are their servants, and some of them have two 
or three. They never care to mention how many 
knights there are in their fraternity; and when asked, 
they say they cannot tell, because their number ex¬ 
ceeds 20,000 men. It is certain the greatest part 
of these people arc Cossacks, wlio have deserted 
from the Ukraine; but the Cholopps, or servants, 
are mostly Poles. The Saporogucs are divided into 
thirty great rooms or kuraveis, each of which has its 
particular commander or attaman, who, nevertheless, 
arc obliged to obey the cashevoy or general. Every 
knight has the liberty to vote, when they choose, 
a general; and in case he does not behave well, they 
turn him out of his employment and choose another, 
as it happened some years ago to the present cashe¬ 
voy, who was turned out, and another elected, who is 
since dead, and the present was re-chosen. When a 
Saporogue knight dies, he may leave his horses and 
what he has to whom he will, but generally the 
church gets the most, which is given to maintain the 
priest.” 
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